Petition of Inhabitants of Centre & Clairfield Counties, Pennsylvania
against the compensation Bill
In March of 1816 the House of Representatives approved the first salary increase for Members of Congress since 1789 when they established the rate of six dollars per day in session.  The new salary of $l£00 a year incited such widespread opposition that within two days of the reconvening of Congress in December 1816, the House appointed a select committee to consider a repeal or modification of the salary increase.  On January 14,1817, William P. Maclay submitted the petition of Centre and Clairfield Counties which along with the many other petitions was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Compensation Bill. The House, on January 23, repealed the salary act of the previous session and returned Congress to the old per diem rate of compensation. Congress increased the daily rate to eight dollars in January of 1818.
In consequence of public notice a numerous body of the citizens of Centre & Clairfield counties, met at the court house on Tuesday 26th instant, for the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of forwarding a remonstrance to congress expressive of their sentiments on the fifteen hundred dollar bill & praying the repeal thereof.
James Duncan Esqr. was called to the chair and William H. Patterson Esqr. was chosen secretary.
On Wednesday following, the citizens met in said court house, pursuant to adjournment, and the committee appointed at the last meeting reported the following draft of a remonstrance which was unanimously approved of.
To the Honorable the Senate & house of representatives of the United States in Congress assembled.
The petition of the subscribers respectfully sheweth.
That your petitioners have received with regret, the law passed at the last session of Congress altering the mode of compensation to the members of your honorable body, from the per diem allowance heretofore established by law to a stipulated annual sallery.
We view it with alarm, because we consider this unprecedented measure as inviting to further innovations, & as establishing a retrospective principle which threatens to lay the foundation of a system diametrically opposed to the republican spirit of our constitution, & as tending to introduce into all the departments of the government of our country, a profusion & extravagance incompatible with the prudence & economy which has heretofore charactarized our republic, & so indispinsable to its welfare.
It appears to your memoralists that if your honorable body had been of opinion that the compensation per diem, was insufficient & that an addition became really necessary, the mode adapted was highly objectionable, & the time peculiarly unhappy, at the moment, when the nation had emerged from an expensive war, with an accumilated debt, when the spirit of trade and enterprize was broken down, the
people labouring under a pressure of taxes, which they cheerfully bore, with, in expectation that the proceeds would be applied to the exigencies of the nation at a time when thousands of individuals were suffering in consequence of the inability of the treasury to meet the Just demands against the government, that period of general distress, was in our opinion ill chosen to draw from an exhausted treasury an amount which even in prosperous times, would appear immense & beyond any Idea we can conceive of reasonable compensation.
Should the law be permitted to remain unrepealed, your memoralists must ever consider it as the leading step towards undermining the liberties of the people & view it as having a direct tendency to produce a dependence of the representative branches of the government upon the executive, the hurried manner in which the business of the people will be passed over, & <   > anxiety of members to return to their homes; will eventually give designing men a dangerous influence in the origination of our laws.
We dread this law as fatal to the due & deliberate consideration of important national questions as forcing conclusions prematurely & destroying those great advantages, which deliberative bodies, generally receive from a full & fair discussion of those great points in which the whole nation, individually and collectively are concerned.
Your petitioners therefore pray that on a reconsideration of the subject, you will have no hesitation in complying with what we conceive to be the wishes of a great portion of your constituents, in repealing said law & petitioners will pray &c.
On motion resolved, that the said remonstrance and petition be signed by the chairman and countersigned by the secretary and forwarded to the representative from this district to be laid before Congress.
James Duncan Chairman Wm H. Patterson Secretary
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