Petition of sundry inhabitants of Northampton in the county of Hampshire and state of Massachusetts
The Embargo Act of December 1807 provoked popular opposition from a wide variety of Americans incensed at the prohibition on all commerce to foreign ports. Jefferson's attempt to coerce Britain and France into recognition of American shipping rights quickly depressed the nation's economy from the seacoast trading towns to the backcountry that depended on eastern cities and foreign markets for its produce. The petition of inhabitants of Northampton County in the Connecticut River valley of Massachusetts was typical of the scores of protests received by Congress in 1808. This petition also indicates the pervasive ramifications of the Embargo in a national economy that already was closely integrated and in which regions were interdependent. Petitions calling for repeal of the Embargo came from Republican as well as Federalist strongholds, as all areas involved in foreign commerce, either directly or indirectly, felt the loss of markets.  The residents of Northampton also feared any possible alliance with France that might result from the commercial restrictions.
Representative William Ely of Springfreld submitted the petition along with other protests from western Massachusetts.  These and all other petitions demanding repeal of the Embargo were referred to the Committee of the Whole House. The Congress repealed the Embargo in February 1809 when it passed the Nonintercourse Act which reopened foreign trade to all but France and Great Britain and thereby brought a close to the most extensive petition campaign in the first twenty years of Congress.
Northampton (Mass.) March 19th 1808
To the Honl. Senate & House of Representatives in Congress assembled.
The memorial of the Inhabitants of Northampton in the County of Hampshire & Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in legal Town Meeting assembled. Respectfully sheweth.
That your memorialists have been, and still are, suffering great evils from the operation of the late law of the United States, laying an Embargo, and the several subsequent laws made in addition therein. Your memorialists do not wish to trespass on the time or patience of Congress by enumerating the distressing hardships to which thousands of others are subjected, by the pressure of these measures, further than those hardships are connected with, and productive of, their own.
In this view your memorialists beg leave to state, that commercial enterprize & exertion are palsied. That a numerous class of individuals, heretofore employed in navigation, are deprived of the only means by which they obtained bread for themselves & their families, and that many of them are thrown back upon the interior, in a state of wretchedness, which no description can equal, that bankruptcies are continually occurring in our great towns, which spread their effects and produce bankruptcies in the country which again branch out & extend their disastrous consequences to the door of almost every citizen. The farmer is unable to find a market for his surplus produce, or to realize his dues, for such as he may heretofore
have vended. His hopes of an honorable & needful reward for the toils of the last season are defeated, his spirits depressed, & his laborious industry checked, by the gloomy prospect of the future.  From these discouraging & ruinous effects of the laws above mentioned your memorialists pray that relief may be granted.
Without a further detail of the actual privations & sufferings of your memorialists & their fellow citizens, they beg leave to state, that they are distressed by an apprehension, that we are on the eve of a calamitous war with Great Britain.
Your memorialists most solemnly disclaim the idea of improperly interferring with the measures, or of unduly influencing the deliberations of Government. But believing that a manly expression of sentiment upon our public concerns, by any portion of the community, can never be unacceptable to our rulers, your memorialists respectfully state, as their opinion, that in the present alarming and unexampled situation of the world, a war with Great Britain, should it be disastrous to her, would overwhelm us in ruin, by compleatly subjugating her, & us, to the power of another nation. We would not surrender our essential rights at any time nor to any power on earth; but at a period like the present, when, to all human appearance, the naval superiority of Great Britain is the only barrier—perhaps, by her, reluctantly suffered to remain a barrier, between us and a state of national vassalage, we sincerely deprecate a war which should tend to weaken, or destroy it.  If, then, a rupture with that nation can be avoided, consistently with the honour & interest of our own, your memorialists most earnestly desire that it may. Your memorialists would not, in the existing state of things, suffer themselves to be swayed by the prejudices which they may have imbibed against one nation, or the partialities which they may have entertained for another.
Your memorialists believe, that one consquence of a war with Great Britain would be an alliance with France; which would pave the way for our speedy degradation. The events which have occurred in Europe, during a course of past years, furnish ample grounds for such a belief.
Should France, or any other foreign power, attempt to overawe the Government of the United States—to drive them from the neutral ground on which they stand—to force them, by threats & insults, to aid her in schemes of unjust domination, and to compel them to sacrifice the rights of sovereignty, your memorialists are anxious to demonstrate to their rulers, in the most inequivocal manner, their firm determination to support their government in its resistance to such degrading threats and insults, and for this purpose they, now, most solemnly pledge their lives, their fortunes, and their honor.
By order, & behalf of sd Town of Northampton.
Selectmen of sd Town: Josiah Dickinson, Phineas Parsons, Eli Edwards, Solo. Stoddard, Jr., Jonathan Strong.
DOCKET      29th March, 1808. Refd to the Committee of the whole House on the State of the Union.
