Petition of sundry inhabitants of the City of Philadelphia,
praying that the Post Office may not be kept open for the
receipt and distribution of Letters on Sunday's
In an act regulating the Post Office, Congress in April of 1810 mandated that all postmasters keep their offices open and deliver mail every day of the week.  This federal act intended to facilitate commercial exchange and the dissemination of political information also encouraged the growing practice of transacting business on the Sabbath. From throughout the country, various religious groups responded to the change in postal policy with an unexpected protest and the largest petition campaign of the first fourteen congresses. In one of the first popular reform movements of the nineteenth century, the Sabbatarians demanded that all transport and delivery of the mails cease on Sundays.  The petition campaign continued from 1811 until 1817 when the House finally appointed a select committee to consider Sunday transport of the mails. The committee opposed any interruption in the conveyance of the mails but recommended that the House pass an act closing post offices on Sundays.  The House declined to act, and the issue subsided until 1828 when an even larger petition campaign mounted another and ultimately successful campaign to halt Sunday mail service.
To the Honorable, The Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress.
The Memorial, representation and Petition of the undersigned Citizens, resident in Philadelphia, respectfully represents, That ever since the Establishment of the Post Office in this City, the Post-Master conforming to the established Laws of the Commonwealth, has untill a short time since, kept the Office for the receiving and delivery of Letters shut on the first day of the week, usually called the Lords day; That as well himself, as the different persons employed in that department, have hitherto enjoyed the privileges of that day, in communion with their fellow citizens.
Your Memorialists, however, some few months past, have observed the Post Office open, for the distribution of Letters on the said first day of the week; and are told that this measure, which infringed upon the Laws of the State of Pennsylvania, is in consequence of a provision, in the act passed by your Honorable Body, on the 25th of April last, and which by the 9th Section thereof provides "that every Post Master shall keep an Office, at which one or more persons shall attend on every day, on which a mail, or bag, or other packet or parcel of Letters shall arrive by land or water, as well as on other days at such hours as the Post Master General shall direct. And it shall be the duty of the Post Masters, at all reasonable hours, on every day of the week, to deliver on demand any Letter or Packet, &c. &c.
Your Memorialists are informed, that under this clause, the Post Masters are compelled to keep the Post Office open on the Lord's day, to the evident infringement of the Laws now in force in this State, against the violation thereof.
Your Memorialists respectfully call the attention of your Honorable body to this subject, even on the ground of utility.  For many years, the City of Philadelphia
has carried on a prosperous and extensive Commerce, without violating what they deem it their duty to state to be, both the law of God, and of man. Nor can they see any greater impropriety, in keeping open the Custom House, the Banks, Insurance Offices, and the Stores of Merchants generally, than of the Post Office. For if the reception of Letters can be made of any material advantage to our Merchants, much more may those useful institutions be made subservient to their purpose.
Your Memorialists cannot in justice to their own feelings refrain from observing, that the violation of known and universally received precepts, when sanctioned by the most powerful influence in the Union, cannot fail of having a tendency to justify every species of breach of the laws made for the strict observance, of the first day of the week, as set apart by the command of God, for his more immediate service.
They do therefore most respectfully and earnestly petition your Honorable Body, that the said 9th Section of the Act, entitled an Act, regulating the Post Office Establishment, and passed the 25 of April last, may be so amended, as to prohibit the delivery of Letters, papers, and packets, on the said first day of the week, commonly called the Lord's day. And your Petitioners, as in duty bound will ever pray.
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