A Memorial to Congress, From the Trustees of Jefferson College
Congressional responsibility for the government of the territories encompassed the challenge of extending republican values into societies with little experience in self-government. In this memorial from the trustees of Jefferson College, William C.C. Claiborne, governor of the Mississippi Territory and a former Member of the House of Representatives, reminded the Congress that residents of the area were "averse from principle" to public education and lacking in the voluntary spirit that marked the "character of citizens of a Republic." Claiborne feared that habits cultivated under what he characterized as arbitrary rule required the active corrective of federal support for educating new citizens. Claiborne and the trustees of Jefferson College asked the House of Representatives to follow the precedent of the Northwest Ordinance which had provided land grants for the support of public education.  On March 3,1803, in an act regulating land grants, Congress responded by setting aside land for the use of Jefferson College.  Within two weeks, however, and with no recorded discussion, a House resolution suspended the section in support of the college. The support of the college was subsequently lost in the mire of politics surrounding land grants in the Mississippi Territory.
[Mississippi Territory 3 Jan. 1803]
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress Assembled.
We, the Trustees of Jefferson College, assembled agreeable to the law of this Territory at our first meeting beg leave to address the Honorable legislature of the United States. The duty we owe to our infant institution, to the community of the Mississippi Territory, and to the United States, call on us to lay before you our wants and our prospects.  Education in every State of the Union has required and we believe met, in some degree the fostering hand of public support. Every enlightened society has been willing to contribute something, to the cultivation of the minds of the rising generation, from whence so many public, as well as private benefits have been found to flow. This society has laboured under peculiar impediments to the pursuits of this object.  Lately emerged from the lethargic influence, of an arbitrary government, averse from principle, to general information, our Citizens have hardly as individuals yet become sensible of the necessity and usefulness of education. Unaccustomed to act in concert their individual efforts have never aimed at more than private schools.
The first attempt to institute a place of general education for the youth of this Territory has by a law of our Legislature devolved on us. We are sensible of the usefulness of the design to ourselves and to our children. We are aware of the peculiar necessity of public education and general information to enable us to maintain that character we are called on to support, the character of citizens of a Republic.  Our insulated situation demands the means of education at home, and the infancy of our community, and the circumstances already mentioned demand Patronage from our parent government.  At a time when the true principles of
Republicanism are more generally than ever diffused over the United States, when Philosophy and Patriotism are so happily united in promoting the public good, we hope we shall not ask in vain. Our Citizens may be tardy in learning the necessity of affording effectual support by voluntary contributions. Our local government has no land to bestow on us.  But we trust that the Legislature of the United States in whom the right of our soil is vested will give aid to an institution which will tend to establish republicanism in the minds of the youth of the Territory and be the firmest hand of our attachment to the Union.
In the North Western Territory the general government acting on the Ordinance of Congress one fundamental principle of which is to promote education have been attentive to the support of public instruction.  Having a similar claim from a similitude of constitution and such pressing inducements peculiar to ourselves, we rely with confident hope on your Honorable body for such aid as you may judge proper.
William C. C. Claiborne - President
of the Board of Trustees
Attest Felix Hughes Secy to the Board of Trustees Mississippi Territory Jany 3d 1803
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10th February, 1803.  Referred to the committee appointed on the
11th of December last, to whom was referred the petition of James Dohertie and others.
