Petition of sundry manufacturers of Umbrellas, in the City of Philadelphia, and its vicinity, in the State of Pennsylvania
From the earliest days of the federal government, the House of Representatives received petitions requesting various forms of protection and encouragement for infant industries in the new nation.  The following appeal from umbrella manufacturers is typical of the arguments from manufacturers who faced competition from European producers. Domestic manufactures were still dependent on imported parts, many of which were taxed at a level that forced the cost of the finished American product higher than comparable items imported from Europe. The Philadelphia manufacturers hoped that a higher duty on finished umbrellas would increase federal revenue and stimulate sales of the American goods. Accompanying the petition is a letter to Philadelphia congressman, William Jones, explaining the details of the request and expanding on the benefits of an industry that employed many women. Following referral of this and other petitions to the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, the House agreed to the committee's report that directed the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare a plan of "levying new and more specific duties " that would neither increase nor diminish the current revenue from imports.
[Philadelphia February 9th 1802] To the Honorable The Congress of the United States
The Petition of Manufacturers of Umbrellas in the City of Philadelphia & its Vicinity Respectfully Sheweth
That the Duty on Silks necessary for manufacturing Umbrellas is 12V£ pr cent and on Brass furniture for the above purpose 15 pr cent ad val. whereas on Umbrellas imported from foreign countries the duty is no more than 12% pr cent (they not being particularly enumerated) on which account and by reason of the great number of Umbrellas Imported into this and other cities in the United States every year your petitioners and the trade in general are very much injured.
Your petitioners submit that the whole duties on Imported Umbrellas do not amount to more than the duties on the various Articles Imported necessary for the Manufacturing of them here. That an Additional Duty on umbrellas would rather increase, than diminish the revenue and greatly benefit your petitioners.
Your petitioners therefore pray that an additional duty may be laid on Imported umbrellas. And your petitioners shall ever pray &c.
[No. 88 So. 2nd St. Philadelphia Feb. 9th 1802]
Hond Sir
By the appointment of a considerable number of those who signed the enclosed Petition, I take the Liberty to forward to you such information as may be requisite respecting the Manufactory of Umbrellas in this City, & other parts of the Union.
The silks used in the Manufactory are generally imported from China France & Italy, & the Brass furniture for the same purpose from Great Britain, the whalebone & sticks are the produce of this country.
The probable number manufactured in Philadelphia during the past year were from 15 to 20,000 Umbrellas & Parasols, a considerable part of which were sent to other parts of the Union & the west india Islands. Besides the Manufactory in this City (which is the most considerable) there are others in many of the principal Towns & Cities in the United States, & the number of females employ7 d in Manufacturing Umbrellas is at least equal to that of the other sex. Before the late war in Europe the Umbrellas used in this country were principally brought from France after that event fewer Umbrellas being imported. Several persons began to Manufacture them in this City & elsewhere.  During that Period considerable Quantities were imported from Great Britain, but such has been the progress of the Manufactory that Umbrellas are now sold here nearly as low as in that country.  But there is every reason to conclude as the Duties now stand they will be imported from France again, & sold lower than it will be possible to Manufacture them here, whereby a Great number of familys will be reduced to poverty, and (I appeal to those who have used Umbrellas Brought from France & those Manufactured in this Country) the consumer instead of being beneffited will be injured, as the Umbrellas brought from that country are not half so servicable as those made in America. As the inclosed petition states that imported Umbrellas pay no more duties than the Materials necessary for making them it May be proper to observe, that the average Price on which imports are Charged on silks is about 1 dollar pr yard, an umbrella contains from 2 to 3 yards, the average is 2lA yds a 12Vi pr cent is VA cents the price of a set of Brass furniture, in Great Britain is 1/10 Sterling. Duties a   15 pr cent ad val.   6Va do the average price on which Duties are 37Vi charged on Umbrellas brought from France, is about 3 Dollars each a 12V2 pr cent is — 37% cents.
I have only to add that I am fully convinced that all the demand for Umbrellas in the United States can now be amply supplied by the Manufacturers in it.
The number of persons engaged in the manufactory is I trust a Sufficient security against exorbitant Profits on their part.
I therefore on behalf of the Manufacturers of Umbrellas of this City Sollicit you to present the inclosed petition to the Congress of the United States & request your good offices in promoting a favorable issue to the same.
I am sir with sentiments of respect & esteem yours & c
Philip Jones
P.S.     Should any farther information be requisite I should be happy in forwarding the same.
DOCKET
18 February 1802.  referred to the Committee on Commerce and
manufactures.
8th March 1802. report made, and committed to a Committee of the whole House, to whom was referred, on the 10th ultimo, the memorials and petitions of sundry manufacturers of gun powder, of hats, of types, of brushes, and of stone ware within the United States.
14th December, 1802. referred to the Committee of Commerce & Manufactures.
21st February, 1803.  report made, considered and the resolution therein contained agreed to.
