Petition of sundry inhabitants of the Counties of Ulster and Delaware in the State of New York
One of the most familiar types of petition submitted during the first fourteen Congresses was the request for a new post route or post office. Regular and efficient delivery of the mails was essential for commercial development and communication of political information in the early republic.  Small towns and rural areas depended on the mails to develop ties of trade and to learn how governmental policy affected their lives. The subscribers from two upstate New York counties, prompted by announcement of a surplus revenue in the federal Post Office, presented a familiar justification for their requested postal route which they assured Congress would soon pay for itself.  The petition is notable for its emphasis on the importance of political communication for the success of an extended republic, elevating the guarantee of postal service to a right of self-governing people. In March 1804, the House of Representatives approved a bill establishing the post route in Delaware and Ulster counties.
[1804]
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States The Petition of the Subscribers Inhabitants of Ulster and Delaware Counties in the State of New York Respectfully Sheweth
That in a District of Country of about one hundred square miles between the New Jersey Line and Green County and between Hudsons river and the Susquehanna River in the Counties of Ulster and Delaware, the People are altogether destitute of any public Mail: that this Country is already extensively populated and is increasing in Numbers (We believe) as rapidly as any in the United States that the extending of a Post road through it from Kingston in Ulster County to Jericho in Chenango County would best accommodate this district of Country~and your Petitioners entertain a well founded belief that such a route would at once produce an income equal to one third of its expence and in a few years be a source of Revenue to the United States.
Your Petitioners rejoice to hear that the surplus revenue arising from the Post Office Establishment is so considerable that objects for its expenditure are inquired into.  They confidently expect that none will be found so congenial with the Principles our Government and so extensively beneficial to the great Body of the People as a more general extension of the means of political intercourse and Information.
Deprived of this the People of this District of Country feel themselves almost disfranchized of some of their most important Rights.  A knowledge when to approve and when to condemn the Conduct of our Public Agents when to continue or when to displace them is so inherently connected with the right of Election and representation, that not to possess those means is a privation truly distressing and in our opinion incompatible with the Policy of a free Government, as far as it may be in its Power to remedy it. Under the Expectation that the representation of your
Petitioners will receive all the attention it shall be found to merit Your Petitioners pray for the establishment of a Post Road from the Town of Kingston in Ulster County by the most convenient Route through Ulster and Delaware Counties to Jericho in Chenango County.
And your Petitioners shall ever pray &c.
DOCKET
26th January, 1804. Referred to the Committee appointed on the
18th of October last, to enquire whether any and what amendments are necessary in the acts establishing a Post-office and post roads within the United States.
7th February, 1804, Bill reported.
