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July 19, 1994

Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States Senate

311 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Byrd:

The announcement of your efforts to further fund the Appalachian Development Highway
program in West Virginia, particularly Corridor H between Elkins and the Virginia State Line
is, indeed, most welcome news.

We appreciate very much your efforts to fund this highway program. Without your
support we would never have experienced the significant progress we are currently enjoying nor
could we even dream of ever completing segments of this highway system originally proposed
in 1965. All of the other highway infrastructure additions you have made possible are
appreciated as well.

A review of the historical funding of the Appalachian program reveals that for the twelve
(12) year period, 1970 through 1981, in the heyday of the program, West Virginia received
$473.3 miilions or an average of $39.5 miilions per year. -

During the seven year period, 1982 through 1988, when we were fortunate enough to have
you and the remainder of our Congressional Delegation to keep the Appalachian program alive,
we received $93.2 millions or an average of $13.3 millions per year, despite efforts by the
Administration in Washington and others to terminate the program.

Through the last six years, 1989 thru 1994, we have received $62.3 millions in regular
formula monies from the Appalachian Regional Commission funds or an average of $10.4
millions per year.

All of the above statistics are enumerated in order to reflect upon your efforts to complete
the Appalachian Highway System. The last six year period, since 1989, has seen $896 millions
of highway dollars directed into the West Virginia highway program solely through your efforts.
A total of $673.9 millions of these dollars have been earmarked for the Appalachian Corridors.

Fred VanKirk, P.E.
Commissioner
State Highway Engineer
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It is easily seen that without your efforts, and assuming that the ARC would have been
funded and that West Virginia would have received the average of $10.4 annually, it would have
taken nearly 65 years for us to receive the ARC funding you have directed to us in the last six
years. The more likely scenario is that it would never have happened.

The fundmg you have provided will allow West Virginia to continue to enjoy significant
economic progress and success in expanding our principal arterial highway system.

Corridor G between Charleston and Logan will be completed this fall. The final project
in Mingo County will be awarded to contract in the near future which will allow us to complete
Corridor G in 1996 with a four lane highway from Charleston into Kentucky.

As you know, funding for Corridor L is all in place and we will begin construction on
the remaining twenty-five miles from Summersville to I-79 near Sutton in late 1995. This
corridor will be upgraded to a four-lane facility in 1997.

The $10 million you obtained for Corridor D has permitted us to proceed with engineering
and environmental studies such that we anticipate starting construction in 1996 on this US Route
50 bypass of Parkersburg in Wood County.

Finally, we will open to traffic an additional 15 miles of Corridor H between Buckhannon
and Elkins this fall. Funding which you are attempting to obtain this year will allow us to make
a significant start on completing this vital highway link beginning in late 1995 or early 1996
between Elkins and the Virginia State Line.

In closing let me apologize for the preceding lengthy statistical review. I thought it
appropriate, however, that an-attempt be made to quantify the tremendous and unparalleled
contribution you are mzking to the regional, and thus the national infrastructure, by enhancing
our long sought after goal of completing the Appalachian Development Highway System and
other major additions to our highway system infrastructure.

Again, our heartfelt thanks for all you do for us in strengthening the economic foundation
of our great State and the Nation.

~ Very truly yours,

Zed, it

Commissioner ,
State Highway Engineer
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cc: Governor Caperton
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