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TOURISM CAN BE NEW BIG INDUSTRY FOR WEST VIRGINIA ___ .--. ___ ----.a ___ ~ ._ 

A tremendous untapped and under-developed natural 
. 

wealth--the sheer grandeur of her hills and valleys--holds promise 

of providing West Virginia with a new big industry called "tour-

ism." Last year, this industry earned $290 million for our State" 
.... 

Its potential, however, is several times this figure. 

For many states, such as North Carolina, tourism 

.already is their No. 1 industry. It grossed $645 million for our 

neighboring state of Virginia last year. Maryland claims it 

earned $225 million for her in 1960, and that she confidently 

e)cpects the 1961 figure to be around $300 million. 

Today, dOI:l<E.:stic tourism--trav,~l by Americans within 

this country--is estim.:~ted by the U. Se Department of Cormnerce as 

Hc. I:.ulti-billion dol18T.' i.>'.:tJ1.ness." In add:_~ion, the Department 
, 

""-~'./ also reports that foreigners last year spent $101 billion sight-

ceeing in this COl!::1t:-yo 

The cnly rea50l: West Virg:ird. a ~ IS ::oarist j:.:~dust.~y is 

not currently enjoying its full potential is thut the State lacks 
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~ the kinds of developed recreational areas.and facilities ne~ded to 

attract great numbers of travelers. President John F. Kennedy's 

task force on depressed areas recognized this short-coming and 

recommended Federal action to overcome it. However, it made no 

specific proposals as to projects to be undertaken, because it 

lacked authority to do so. 

(' .... " .. ~ 

l: 

Fortunately, West Virginians have not been asleep on 

the subject. Three project proposals already have been made to the 

Federal Departments responsible for such matters. If approved by 

them, they would then require appropriations by the Congress. 

One proposal is for enlarging Harpers Ferry National 

Monument through purchase of old Storer College buildings agd 

,campus, as well as other adjacent par cels of land, This proposal 

has the approval of the National Park Service, and the budget just 

submitted to the Congress carried a request for $300,000 for ·the 

acquisition. Funds for this project, however, were voted by the 

Senate last year, but the action was not concurred in by the House. 

Every effort will be made for passage by both Houses this year. 

Enlarging the Monument would make it adc1itionally attractive to 

tourists • 

A second proposal 1s to extend the Monongahela National 

Forest into south-central and 2outh-western West Virginia, and to 

greatly enlarge its recreational facilities through the building 
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of more cabins, camping sites, swimming areas, trails, and access 

roads. This proposal is currently being explored by the Forest 

Service, and there is much hope that it will receive favorable 

consideration. This National Forest holds enormous tourist poten

tial if it can be enlarged and made attractive for vacationers. 

The third proposal is for the creation of a New River 

Gorge National Park, extending from Gauley Bridge to Hinton, and 

possibly including the Bluestone Reservoir area. The New River 

gorge is without parallel in the East for beauty and grandeur. 

Moreover, the New River is the only major river system in the 

estern United States which cuts through the Appalachian Mountain 

chain to flow westward. Both these factors would make it uniquely 

attractive to tourists. The National Park Service has been asked 

to study this proposal. 

Meanwhile, more can be done on a local basis to make 

tourism a bigger industry for our State. Communities should plan 

for roadside picnic areas, and for brochires which tell in words 

and point out with maps the unusual or historical sights in the 

areas, as well as places to stop for good food and overnight 

c._,~' lodging. 
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HELP AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS WANTING COLLEGE EDUCATION 
----.-.. ....... ...-. .. ~.......----... . --. --

Within the next few months, a large number of the 

23,359 students expecting to graduate from West Virginia public 

and priva.te high schools will be faced with this fateful question: 

Can my family afford to send me to college? If the answer is "NO," 

the student wishing to go to college will find a surprising 

number of avenues of financial help available. 

In fact, on a national basis, financial help is 

available to more than 750,000 students who otherwise co~ld not 

afford a college education. 

This help includes the National Defense Student Loan 

Program, which makes loans up to $1,000 per year foe four years 

to qualifying students; 233 various kinds of public and private 

scholarships; some 77,000 loans which colleges will make on their 

own hook to exceptional students; and about 283,500 "work-your-

way-through-college" campus jobs which colleges and universities 

are eager to fill. 

Most of the student loan programs and public scholar-
" 

ships are based on tlneea" as well as academic excellence. The 

Federal loan program has the additional qualification that the 

course of study to be pursued by the student is essential to 

national defense--with first priority being given to the student 

who plans a teaching career, and with secondary priorities given 

to students planning for degrees in science, mathematics, 

engineering, and modern languages. Students seeking degrees in 

other subjects are unlikely to qualify for Federal loans, al

though they can qualify for other public and private loans and 

scholarships. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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While the Federal student loan program does not meet the 
t' 

full annual cost of college for many students, it does take care 

of the major part of it. Here is how it works: 

1) A student can borrow as much as $1,000 during the 

course of an academic year. The money is loaned without interest 

during the years of study and for one year thereafter. Then the 

interest rate is three per cent a year, and the loan can be paid 

back in 10 years. 

3) The loan can be applied for prior to, or on the day . 

( of registration, at the college or university. Application for the 

,0 
'{ 
. ".., 

"JIIl 

loan should be made in writing to the IIFinancial Aid Officer'l of 

the institution the student plans to enter. 

4) If the student becomes a full-ti~a te&cher in a 

public elementary or secondary school, up to one-half of the loan 

will be forgiven by the Federal government at the r3te cf 10 per 

cent for each year he or she teaches. The total a.r.1uJnt forgi\·en 

is based on the total owned at the beginning of teaching service. 

5) Students who use up the full allowable total loan 

money, and who want t~ continue their education for a ma~~er's 

degree, or a doctor's degree, or who want to study medicine or 

dentistry, do not have to make repayments until one year after 

completion of stich study'. Interest will not accrue durir~g this 

period. 

The terms of this cooperative Federal student loan 

program should not be construed as being the same for loans which 

colleges and universities will make to students out of their own 

established loan funds. Each school has its own rules covering 

such loans. 

This year, every effort will be made in the Congress to 

improve the Federal student loan program so that many more needy 

students can be provided for. Meanwhile, any student wishing to 
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know what financial aid each college offers can send for a booklet 

published by the U. S. Office of Education, entitled: IiFinancial 

Aid for College Students--Undergraduate." This can be obtained 

for $1 from the Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 

--30--
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FEDE~~L JOB OPPORTUNITIES OPEN FOR WEST VIRGINIANS 
.-..,;....~-........ - ....-.- - -- ----

Many West Virginians are unaware of the fact that the 

Federal government is interested in recruiting qualified people in 

several fields of work for U. S. civil service jobs in our State. 

To qualify, a person must have the needed skill or necessary train-

ing or eJcperience, and in many instances must pass competitive exam-

inations for jobs in a particular field. Persons receiving the 

highest grades get first ccnsideration when appointments are made. 

Here are some of the positions for which Civil Servica 

boards of examiners are accepting applications at the pres~nt time. 

In some cases, a written test is required; in other cases, the 

examination conoists of a rating of the applicant's training and 

I~' experience: 
, 

j Laboratory Helper, $1.D3 an hour, Veterans Administration 

\ 
J 

Center, Martinsburg. Some experience or specialized study is 

required. No written testo 

Medical Laboratory Technician, $3,255 and $3,495 a year; 

Electrocardiograph Technician, $3,495 a year; Electroencephalograph 

Technician, $3,495 a year. These three jobs are open at the Veterans 

Administration Hospital, Huntington. Some experience or specialized 

study is required. No written test. Higher grade technician jobs 

are also open. 

Engineering Aid and Cartographic Aid, $3,500 a year, U. S. 

A~y Engineer District, Huntington. A year of experience or some 

specialized high school study is required, plus a written test • 
• 

MORE ••• MORE 



BYRD'S EYE VIEW--Page 2 
''''-

Higher grade jobs with higher requirements are also available. 
(, 

Messenger, $3,185 a year, U. S. Engineer District, . 
Huntington. A written test is required, and only veterans may file. 

Messenger, $3,135 a year, Bureau of Public Debt, U. S. 

Treasury Department, Parkersburg. A written test is required. 

Both veterans and non veterans may apply, but non-veterans can be 

appointed only when no veterans are available. 

Machinist (Maintenance), $2.55, $2.66, and $2.77 an hour, 

U. S. Naval Ordnance Plant, South Charleston. Apprenticeship or 

--, experience is required. No written test. 

Substitute Automotive Mechanic, $2.28 an hour, Post Office 

Department, Huntington. Experience is required. 

Card Punch Operator (Alphabetic), $3,500 a year, Bureau 

of Public Debt, U. S, Treasury Department, Parkersburg. A written 

test 1s required. Some positions may also be filled in Wood, Wirt 

and Pleasants Counties. 

Food Service Worker, $1.14 an hour, Veterans Administra-

tion Center, Martinsburg. Open to men only. Both veterans and 

non-veterans may file, but veterans get first preference. Credit 
'" 

,-,~,.." 

is given for kitchen and mess hall experience. No written test is 

required. Some of the job openings are part-time. 

Laundry Worker (Extractorman-Tumblerman), $2.03 an hour, 

Veterans Administration Center, Martinsburg. Open to men only. 

Six months' experience is required. No written test. 

Lock and Dam Operator, $2.25 and $2.35 an hour, U. S. 

Army Engineer District, Huntington. One year of experience is 

required and men are preferred. No written test. Jobs are at 

various locations. 

, 

U 
Bookkeeping Machine Operator, $3,760 a year, U. S. Army 

Engineer District, Huntington. Some experience and a written test 

are required. Some jobs in the Veterans Administration, Hunting-

ton, may also be filled from this examination. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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Persons interested in any of the above positions should 

get full information about the~ from the Federal installations 

where the jcbs are located, or by writing to the 6th U. S. Civil 

Service Region, Post Office and Courthouse Building, Cincinnati 

2, Ohio. 

--30--
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GOVERNMENT SEEKING WEST VIRGINIANS FOR JOB OPENINGS - -- __ -.-=-=--___________ ..-.00- -.....- __ -~--'~-

Strange as it may seem in this day of large-scale unem-

plcyment, the Federal government is experiencing some difficulty in 

filling various kinds of civil service jobs in Washington, D. C. 

Thus, it is hcpe£ul that qualified West Virginians will be interested 

in applying for some of these positions. 

For example, many applicants are being sought to fill 

/ positions as policerran and fireman in the District of Columbia" Both 

, 

-" 

-\ 
'-~. 

jobs start at $5,160 a year, and no experience is required. HOv1ever, 

a written test is required, and successful candidates must pass a 

stringent physical examination. The age limits are 21 to 29 years. 

Interested persons can obtain further information and 

application forms by writing to the U. S. Civ~ Service Commission, 

Washington 25, D. C. Arrangements can be made for the written test 

to be taken in Beckley, Bluefield, Charleston, Clarksburg, Elkins, 

Huntington, Lewisburg, Martinsburg, Morgantown, Parkersburg, Wheeling, 

and Williamson. 

Stenographers and typists are also being sought by the 

Federal government, and these positions pay from $3,500 to $4,040 

a year.. Immediate openings for these jobs are in Washington, D~ Ce, 

and in various Federal agencies in Ohio, Indiana, I~ntucky, and 

West Virginia. Applicants must first pass a written test, which also 

can be taken in the West Virginia cities listed above. Applications 

may be secured by writing t~ the 6th U. S. Civil Service Region, Post 

Office and Courthouse Building, Cincinnati 2, Ollio. 

Accounting clerks are also needed by the Federal govern-

ment for positions in Washington, D. C. These positions pay $4,040 

a year, and are open to men and women. High school graduation, plus 

a year of experience, is required. A written test will be given. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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The Government also has a continuing need for people to 

fill positions which are classed as "physical Science Aid" and 

"Engineering Aid 0 " 

~ 

These jobs pay $3,500 a year, and successful 

applicants will be called 1.1pon to fill jobs in the VJashin,gton, D. C., 

area. Specialized high school study or a year of experlence is 

requi'!:'ed. and a written test will be given. Me.n and WOrrlE'.n !Jay apply. 

Also needed fer positions with the F.:::cend government in 

Hashington, De Co, are persons skilled in chart 0'4 ma2··maki:ag--

"Cartographic Aid~fI This job pays $3,500 and $3)760 a yea.r o Men 

~d women may apply. Eh~erience or certain specialized high school 

study is required. TI1ere is no written test. Ma~y higher paying 

"cartographic" jobs aleo are available, but theGe require more 

qualifications. 

Persons with photographic dark-room experience may apply 

for positions with the Federal government in Washington. D. Ce, as 

JVPhotographic Aid." The job pays $3,500 a yea.r.. Six months of 

experience is required, but some types of training can be substitu-

ted for this requirement. No written test will be given. Men and 

women may apply. Th~re also are higher paying photographer jobs for 

fully experienced photographers. 

Jobs also are open in such positions as Addressing 

Machine Operator, Bookkeeping Machine Operator, and Card Punch 

Operator. Each job pays $3,500 a year &ld is open to both men and 

women. Three montrls of experience or high school graduation is 

required. A written test will be given for each position. There 

are higher paying jobs in each category for persons with more 

experience~ 

With the exception of the policeman and fireman position~ 

all of the above listed available jobs can be applied for through 

.~ the 6th Civil Service Region, Post Office and Courthouse Building, 

Cincinnati 2. Ohio. 
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At the Bannah Harrison School of the Young Warnen's 

Christian Association in Washington, Do C., age is no barrier to 

success, as sevbral West Virginia women have already discovered. 

vlcmen froo 18 to 55 are learning new jobs and starting new lives as 

graduates of this unique school, which offers them free board and 

tuition while they receive their education~ 

The two career training courses offered by the I:annah 

Harrison School are a nine-nlonth series of studies in Institutional 

P~·..!sekeeping, and a year's training in practical nursing. This 

latter course inc ludes 32 weeks of supervised hospital wsrd wor~c.. 

Each graduate is help2d to find a position. 

In the 10 years of its operation 450 women, averaging 40 

years of age, have graduated from the Hannah Harrison School, and 

have gone on to lead successful, happy lives. The school keeps in 

touch with its graduates tllrough the years, offering them new job 

~ opportunities as they may open. 

u 

Situated on seven acres of rolling, tree-studded lal·ms, 

overlooking the Potomac River in suburban Washington, the school's 

rose~brick building with terraces and sun decks resembles a 

fashionable residential hotel. Yet, despite its spaciousness, the 

school takes only 35 women for '~on-campus living. 1\ Tbese are women 

who require free board. Wcmen ~ho are able to sustain themselves 

can live off the campus, though ell of the school's social facili-

ties and social fu~ctions are available to themo 

Each woman living on the campus has her own room, 

cheerfully decorated with matching bedspreads and draperies, carpet-

ing, bookcases, a desk, an easy chair, wardrobe and dresser. 

Students are encouraged to add personal toucheo, such as pictures 
More ••• More 
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and a radio. There is a snack ~dtchen, laundry room, rec't'eatio:1 

room and patio available to all students. All of this is provided 

free, as are all meals. In return, the students share light house-

keeping duties, such as waiting on tables or running the telephone 

Ewitchboard. 

The school regularly schedules sightseeing tours of 

Washington, and also plans visits to museums, art galleries, Bnd 

other cultural attractions. In the evenings, discussion groups, 

poetry reading, and music lessons are held for students interested in 

broadening their cultural background. Too, visiting lecturers speak 

on many subjects in addition to those included in the regular 

training program. Washington religious leaders alternate in 

conducting services. 

This spring, a' new class in Practical Nursing will begin 

its year-long~training, and in September, a new class in Institu-

tionalHousekeeping and Foods will begin its nine-month course. 

West Virginia women interested in applying for either of 

the two courses offered by the Hannah Harrison School, should request 

application forms by writing to Genevieve E. Poole, Director of the 

school, at 4470 MacArthur Boulevard, NoW., Washington 7, D.C o 

The application forms ask for such information as the 

applica.nt's educational background, why she wants to attend the 

school, four personal references, and a brief biography. Students 

are selected on the basis of age, health, need for scholarship, 

mental alertness, integrity, emotional stability, and ability to 

get along with others in group living. 

There 8.re no restrictions based on race, creed or national 

origin. Though financial need is a requirement, applicants do not 

have to be entirely without funds to be accepted so long as any 

"..J income they ma, have is insufficient to make them self-supporting. 

--30--
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Never before has the Nation's health advance depended so 

much on public health teams comprised of skilled non-medical as well 

as medical specialists. For this reason, career opportunities in 

the field of health services have never been greater than they are 

today. This fact merits the consideration of high school students 

who may be pondering their future. It also warrants the attention 

of college freshmen and sophomores. 

Our public health services today concern statisticians 

and stenographers as well as surgeons; physicists as well as 

physicians; management specialists as well as microbiologists. 

Modern health problems are complex. They are solved through team-

work of people in some 250 different occupations. 

Although the Public Health Service is headquartered in 

Washington, D. C., it has field stations located throughout the 

United States and in many foreign countries. Its personnel are 

often called upon to travel to many places in the world, from 

Alaska to Africa, or to the islands of the South Seas--all in behalf 

of the Service's numerous activities. 

Few people realize that the Public Health Service has 

charge of the health services of Indian Reservations, or that it is 

responsible for the health of Eskimo tribes in Upper Alaska. 

Nor do many people realize that its Quarantine Service, at all ports 

of entry into the United States, keeps our country free from the 

disease plagues that ravish the populations of many foreign 

) ,'__ countries. 

But aside from these vital services, the Agency is 

engaged in heart disease research and control; communicable disease 

MORE • • • MORE 
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research and control; occupational health; air and water pollution 

research and control; accident prevention research; hospital care 
.-

and hospital construction and management; cancer chemotherapy, and a 

host of other significant activities. 

Most United States Public Health Service positions are 

under Federal Civil Service. Eligibility for these positions 

involves a number of specific qualifications. For most jobs, 

applicants must be at least 18 years of age, citizens of the United 

States, able to pass a physical examination, and able to pass such 

Civil Service tests as may be required. Many of the positions start 

at around $5,000 a year. Career development and subsequent pro-

motions may lead to top positions with salaries of $15,000 a year 

or more. 

Some positions are under the Public Health Service 

Commissioned Corps, a career officer organization comprised of 

qualified physicians, dentists, sanitary engineers, nurses, scien-

tists t and other categories of professional personnel. Appointments 

in the Corps are made from nation-wide competitive examinations, and 

the successful candidates are usually commissioned in the three 

~ lower grades--Junior Assistant, Assistant, and Senior Assistant. 

u 

These are equivalent to the Navy grades of Ensign, Lieutenant (Jg), 

and Lieutenant. 

Examinations in the various medical and health special-

ities of the Corps are given periodically throughout the year, 

depending upon the manpower needs of the Service. 

Applications for positions with the Public Health 
Service may be obtained from the 6th Civil Service Region, Post 
Office and Courthouse Building, Cincinnati 2, Ohio, or by writing to 
the Surgeon General, U. S. Public Health Service (P), Washington 
25, D. C. 

For information about health careers in general, a 150-
page "Health Careers Guidebook" has been published by the National 
Health Council, and can be found in high school, college and 
public libraries. A 27-page pamphlet entitled f~at's in Your 
Future--A Career in Health?fI, may be purchased from the Public 
Affairs Committee, 22 East 38th Street, New York City, New York, 
at 25¢ per copy_ 
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West Virginians who would like to participate in the 

billions of dollars worth of goods and services which the Federal 

Government ~uys--and se11s--each year, would do well to turn to 

the General Services Administration for information. 

Not only does GSA buy the products of small business 

firms, large corporations, manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers 

and jobbers; it also supervises the disposal of a wide range of 

government items ranging from real estate, automobiles, aircraft, 

plumbing, office supplies, and wearing apparel. 

At present, GSA is under special instructions from 

President Kennedy to favor businesses in depressed areas for much 

of the government's procurement needs. Thus, West Virginians who 

desire to do business with the Federal Government may find it use

ful to consult the GSA Business Service Center located in Washingto~ 

D. C., at 7th and D Streets, Southwest. This Center serves West 

Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia. 

The GSA also maintains small area manager offices in the 

Post Office Building at Charleston, at the Dils Building in 

Parkersburg, at the Federal Office Building in Huntington, and at 
, 

the Post Office Building in Clarksburg. The Washington Center is a 

fully staffed operation, and can help West Virginia business 

concerns to participate in government procurement and disposal 

contracts, It gives special consideration to small concerns. 

GSA is not only interested in helping businessmen sell 

their products and services to the Federal government; it also helps 

them procure government surplus items which they may need. Firms 

which have only a service to sell are helped to obtain contracts for 

the construction, renovation, alteration and repair of public 
bUildings. MORE • • • MORE 
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GSA business service centers pride themselves on tailor

ing assistance to fit the needs of the individual businessman and 
• 

the specific products he has to market. When technical questions 

arise, center personnel go straight to contracting officers or 

legal counsel for the correct answers, 

But at the business service centers, businessmen also 

learn such valuable information as the locations of contracting 

offices; how to get on bidders' mailing lists; how and where to 

obtain specifications; how to establish government consumer demand 

and promote sales; how to introduce new products; and how to keep 

informed of current bidding opportunities. 

As for the disposal of government surplus personal 

property, GSA usually offers items in small lots to encourage the 

participation of individuals and small business firms. It does 

this through three kinds of surplus sales: 

1) By sealed bids on prescribed forms which must be in 

the hands of the GSA by a specific date. Deposits are usually 

required on most of such kinds of bids. 'The bids are open 

publicly. 

2) By auctions when many varied items of known 

commercial application are for sale. These auctions are widely 

advertised, and GSA usually prepares catalogs listing the items to 

be sold. 

3) By "Spot bid." This method of sale, sometimes 

referred to as ''bid in the box," affords prospective buyers an 

opportunity to inspect the item or property. submit a bid and, if 
, 

the bid is high, arrange for the prompt removal of the property. 

Quantities sold by this bid method are usually smaller than those 

in either sealed or auction-type sales, and generally include a 

wide variety of items. 

All items and property sold by GSA are offered for sale 
on a.", "as-is, where-is ll basis. West Virgiilians are urged to first 
inspect anything they wish to purchase from the government, because 
any item, once purchased, cannot be returned. 

--30--
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Many West Virginians are not aware of the fact that there 

is readily available, free, '.. from their Washington legislators a 

vast storehouse of valuable information in the form of government 

pamphlets beneficial to all classes of people--from the farmer to 

the housewife, and from the home gardener to the handy do-it-your-

selfer. 

These pamphlets are based on research, experiments and 

studies constantly being undertaken by various Government depart-

ments and agencies. 

For the farmer, there are such excellent booklets as flHow 

l'ilch Fertilizer Should I Use? Ii and 'lHotbeds and Cold Frames" (a 

pamphlet offering sound advice on starting seedlings), as well as 

many others with information on poultry raising, fruit tree farming, 

the care and feeding of livestock, etc. 

The home gardener can obtain,without charg~ such useful 

booklets as flGrowing Annual Flowering Plants," or IIGrowing Vegetables 

Cj in Town and City," or "Insects and Diseases of Vegetables in the 

Home Garden," and many other helpful publications. 

.,~ 

F~ of cost, too, are helpful pamphlets filled with 

ideas for the home owner and handy man. These i~ lude such instruc-

tive ones as fiFireplaces and Chimneys," ''Wood-Frame House Construc-

tion," "Planning the Expansible House,11 and IIEasy to Build Cabinets." 

There are many others, too. 

Pamphlets for the homemakers, also available, include 

"Food Management and Recipes, II 'Meat for Thrifty Meals, to "Money 

Saving Main Dishes," 'Mending Men' s Suits, II "How to Make Jellies, 

Jams and Preserves at Home," and a host of others, including ones 

with instructions on how to make draperies, how to upholster furni
ture, and how to remove various kinds of spots from clothing. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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Parents and parents-to-be are not neglected either. The 

free pamphlets available to them from their Washington legislators 
• 

include one on IIPrenatal Care," on flYour Child From One to Six," 

"Your Child From Six to Twelve," and an exceedingly good one entitled 

"The Adolescent in Your Family," which advises parents on the 

problems of teenagers. 

Veterans, disabled persons and elderly citizens also can 

obtain free pamphlets dealing with problems of particular interest 

to them. These include "Federal Benefits for Veterans and 

Dependents," "If You Become Disabled," and "Your Social Security," 

a very good booklet detailing old·age, survivors, and disability 

benefits under the Social Security Law. 

There are, of course, a great many' other Government 

publications which are not available without cost from West 

Virginia's legislators, but which can be purchased at nominal prices 

from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 

Washington 25, D. C. The approximately 30,000 titles which that 

Office maintains for'sale include almost every conceivable subject, 

and are listed in 45 free subject price lists, also obtainable by 

writing to the above address. 

These free price lists contain titles about such general 

subjects as aviation, construction, geology, health, education, 

history, mining, business, labor, Wildlife, transportation, and 

foreign relations. Also listed are higher priced books dealing 

with factual accounts of Indian wars, Civil War battles, and the 

battles of World Wars I and II. 

Upon locating the title of a desired pamphlet, send the 

required remittance to the Superintendent of Documents, Government 

Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. It is best to send a check 

or~money order. Postage stamps are not acceptable for payment. 
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A NATIONAL FUELS POLICY :;!RGE!2 TO A:n COA!.. INDUSTRY 

A resolution calling for a joint House-Senate committee 

to study the whole problem of fuels, has been introduced in the 

Senate. This action acknowledges a recommendation by President-

elect John F. Kennedy's Depressed Areas Task Force, which 

declared the establishment of a National Fuels Policy by the 

(' Congress would be beneficial to the entire country. 

A fair fuels policy would contribute to the growth of 

this Nation in that it would remove some of the raw inequities 

that have so burdened our coal industry and our people. West 

Virginians in particular have been literally taking it on the 

chin because of the present lack of such a national policy. 

Most harmful to our State has been the dumping of 

foreign residual fuel oil at east coast markets which previously 

and traditionally purchased West Virginia coal. In many instances, 
./"""-... ... 
(, 

\_) this foreign residual oil is sold under contracts stipulating 

that the price at all times will be substantially under the cost 

of an equivalent amount of coal. 

The Government has imposed quota restrictions on resi-

dual oil importations, but it is like closing the barn door after 

the horse has gone. More ••• More 

( ,-:--
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Last year, importations of this fuel took almost 10 

million days' work from the coal m~iners o~ this country and coal 

mining families were deprived of $250 million in wages. 

Of secondary impo:rtance is the fact that foreign ship-

ments to this country of residual fuel oil took between 450 

million and 500 million U. S. dollars in 1960. This occurred at 

a time when the President of the United States ordered women and 

children of men in oar Brtil9C. forces to return home because we could 

not afford the drain of our dollars to foreign countries. 

Certainly, the loss of gold reserves to pay for this ill-advised 

(~'\ importation is a direct threat to the value of the dollar at 

home and abroad. 

Coal has lost certain of its mnrkets to gas, to home-

heating fuel oil, and to the dieselization of locomotives. The 

industry has made major adjustments necessary to live with these 

evolutionary changes. But the deliberate low-priced dumping of 

foreign residual fuel oil in the markets that used coal, and 

where coal can do a good job at low stable cost, is the kind of 

unfair competition that calls for more strenuous consideration 

i(" 
\ '1 

\,-/" 
than the present governmental policy of "adjustable quotas" for 

residual imports. 

More ••• More 
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Residual fuel oil is just what its name implies. It is 

((' the residue, or waste product, left over from the refining of 
~ , 

crude oil. It is a thick, black, tar-like substance which has to 

be pre-heated before it can be used. !l.s a ~..,aste product, it is an 

"extra-profit" item if it can be sold. However, its sale in this 

country adds very little to the pay envelopes of foreign workers. 

It does, on the other hand, cause thousands of our coal miners 

to depend on Government surplus food packages for mere 

subsistence. 

The lack of a National Fuels Policy has constituted an 

c underlying reason for the present depressed conditions of every 

major coal-producing region in our country. 

--30--
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AIR CONTA..1V1INATION IS GROWING DANGER FOR NATION 
...... - ......--...:- --

Awake or asleep, each of us breathes about 6,000 gallons 

of air every 24 hours. Little do we realize, however, that, 

depending on where we live, the air we breathe may be shortening 

our lives by contributing to, or aggravating, our susceptibility 

to lung cancer, tuberculosis, pneumonia, asthma, heart disease, 

and a host of other ailments. 

For air--which Nature made clean and wholesome for 

human survival--has become dangerously polluted in many parts 

of our country. We are contaminating it at a reckless pace. Each 

year its 1ife-giving.quality gets more unbalanced--heavier with 

deadly carbon monoxide from auto tail-pipes, with cancer-causing 

hydro-carbons and oxides of nitrogen from crank-case blow-by, 

with sinus and bronchial-irritating soot from home and factory 

chimneys, with lung-scorching industrial fumes and gases. 

Most of us learned in high school that the air we live 

in is made up of about 75 per cent nitrogen and 23 per cent 

oxygen, by weight. The rest is carbon dioxide and various 

"rare gases.'" This is the careful balance under which Nature 

intended all living things to grow. This is the balance we seem 

heedlessly intent upon upsetting. 

Of course, Nature keeps trying to clean the air by 

"scrubbing' it with wind and rain. But on windless and rainless 

days, when no "scrubbing fl takes places, polluted air becomes a 

genuine menace to good health. 

The people of Donora, Pa., know this. In 1948, after 

several days of steady smog, 20 people dropped dead in Donora, 

MORE ••• MORE 
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and thousands were made ill. In London, England, in 1952, and again 

in 1956, a blanket of smog snuffed out bet~een 4,000 and 5,000 

lives in a few days' time. 

In farming communities close to dirty-air cities, crops 

have been killed or stunted over many square miles by excessive air 

pollution, according to the Department of Agricu1ture--po11ution 

which occurred faster than Nature could "scrub'; it away. 

Air pollution has already reached a point immediately 

inimical to good health in many cities, large and small. In New 

York City, for example, its Air Pollution Control Department recent-

ly reported that the carbon monoxide content alone, in that City's 

air, now averages 3.4 parts per mil1ion--three times as much as was 

found in the City's air in 1957, and enough to impair the blood's 

.oxygen supply by .56 per cent! Carbon monoxide, it should be noted, 

cripples the blood's ability to carry oxygen to the lungs. 

In a recent technical paper prepared by its staff of 

experts, the Uo S. Public Health Service said: I~e know that 

cancer-producing agents are in the air we breathe. Cancers can be 

produced in animals using concentrates of urban smog, We know that 
~ 

lung cancer death-rates in the largest cities are twice as high as 

those in non-urban areas." The experts then listed New Orleans, New 

York City, Newark-Jersey City, Chicago, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 

and Buffalo as cities having the highest lung-cancer death rates in 

the United States. 

Some cities have set up air pollution control units, and 

require by law that all industrial smoke-stacks be equipped with 

soot-catching devices. What- is really needed, according to Public 

Health Service officials, is a device which will "scrub" car tail-

pipe exhausts--something that will take all the deadly chemical 

particles out of the pipe before the exhaust leaves the car. 
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VIGILM~T FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION PROTECTS NATION'S }lliALTH 
------..~.-::.----..~ . ...-....--. ---- -~.--

Few of us are fully conscious of the fact that every-

thing we eat, all of the medicines we take, all of the cosmetics we 

use, come under the watchful eye of the Food and Drug Administration. 

It has been on the job constantly for more than 50 years, and due 

to its vigilance the American housewife can shop for her family 

with confidence. 

In its daily work to protect consumers in situations 

where they would be unable to protect themselves, the Food and Drug 

Administration is backed by a series of laws which require 

informative labeling on both food and drug products for the guidance 

of the purchaser--and for the protection of both health and purse. 

Food labels, as drug labels, must be truthful and free 

of deceit. The customer has a right to know what he or she is 

buying. If, for example, artificial coloring, or flavoring, or a 

() chemical preservative has been used, the label must say so, accord-

ing to the law. This prevents attempts at deception. 

If the product is a special dietary food, the label 

must contain special information for its proper use. For example, 

many people with certain types of heart disease are on "low-

sodium" diets. Foods marketed for these diets must state the 

amount of sodium they contain. 

The common or usual name of any food must be given an 

the label to prevent eA~loiting a common product under a fancy 

( name. Peas are peas, and not "les pois de Paris," says FDA. 
',-
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and thousands were made ill. In London, England, in 1952, and again 

in 1956, a blanket of smog snuffed out bet~een 4,000 and 5,000 

lives in a few days' time. 

In farming communities close to dirty-air cities, crops 

have been killed or stunted over many square miles by excessive air 

pollution, according to the Department of Agricu1ture--po11ution 

which occurred faster than Nature could "scrub'; it away. 

Air pollution has already reached a point immediately 

inimical to good health in many cities, large and small. In New 

York City, for example, its Air Pollution Control Department recent-

ly reported that the carbon monoxide content alone, in that City's 

air, now averages 3.4 parts per mil1ion--three times as much as was 

found in the City's air in 1957, and enough to impair the blood's 

.oxygen supply by .56 per cent! Carbon monoxide, it should be noted, 

cripples the blood's ability to carry oxygen to the lungs. 

In a recent technical paper prepared by its staff of 

experts, the Uo S. Public Health Service said: I~e know that 

cancer-producing agents are in the air we breathe. Cancers can be 

produced in animals using concentrates of urban smog, We know that 
~ 

lung cancer death-rates in the largest cities are twice as high as 

those in non-urban areas." The experts then listed New Orleans, New 

York City, Newark-Jersey City, Chicago, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 

and Buffalo as cities having the highest lung-cancer death rates in 

the United States. 

Some cities have set up air pollution control units, and 

require by law that all industrial smoke-stacks be equipped with 

soot-catching devices. What- is really needed, according to Public 

Health Service officials, is a device which will "scrub" car tail-

pipe exhausts--something that will take all the deadly chemical 

particles out of the pipe before the exhaust leaves the car. 
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N. I. He SPEARHEADS COMING NEW BREAKTHROUGHS IN HEALTH 

Before 1970 rolls around, Americans may no longer be 

troubled by the common cold, and their chances of getting a heart 

attack may be reduced by more than 50 per cent. Moreover, cancer 

may become as remote a threat as polio now is, and our life 

expectancy, now 69.9 years, may be extended to at least 72 years. 

In short, the secrets of a host of killing and crippling 

diseases may be uncovered--and, in the main, conquered--before the 

current decade ends, thanks to the work of the National Institutes 

of Health, in Bethesda, Maryland, and to the research they sponsor 

through grants of money. 

Already, more than 1,275,000 Americans are alive today, 

who otherwise would have died, because of recent dramatic inroads 

in research in the killing and crippling diseases. Millions more 

will be saved tomorrow by the new medical pathways being uncovered 

by our scientists. 

A little over 10 year~ ago, there was no effective drug 

for reducing high blood pressure, or for dissolving blood clots 

that cause thombosis, or for reducing edema in blood associated with 

heart failure, or for coping with rheumatic heart fever. Today, a 

wide variety of drugs is available for treating those conditions, 

thus enabling afflicted Americans to enjoy longer, useful living. 

Now scientists are on the threshhold of licking the 

biggest heart killer of them all--arterioaclcroGis-~hardening of ~he 

arteries. At the National Institutes of Health, researchers have 

found new drugs that substantially reduce cholesterol levels in the 

blood--the substance largely responsible for hardening of arteries. 

These drugs, still being laboratory tested, hold tremendous hope 

for conquering this killer. MORE ••• MORE 
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Not satisfied with this important step, which alone 

- could save countless thousands of lives, NIH scientists are seeking 
\(/"'J 

~ 

( 

ways of freeing arteries from cholesterol deposits already there. 

Their findings may soon enable doctors to prescribe a medicine that 

will "freshen" arteries--clean them out, so to speak. In any event, 

the secrets of the blood's chemist~y are slowly but surely being 

unlocked at NIII, and each new step advanced leads our scientists to 

another to be taken. 

The strides against cancer, at NIH, have been phenomenal, 

too. A few years rigo, survival chances from this malignancy were 

hardly worth mentioning. Today, one out of every three cancer 

patients survives five years or more o Tomorrow, it may be one out 

of two--or even better. 

A.lready one particularly virulent and fast-acting form of 

cancer is being successfully cured at the NIH hospital--cancer of 

the placenta and female reproductive organs. The drug being used--

still in the experimental stage--is methotrexate. Where it has 

been used on female patients suffering from these forms of cancer, 

the malignancy has completely disappeared! In the four years of 

its experimental use, patients treated with it have no recurring 

C) symptoms of cancer. 

Cancer, in general, is still a riddle to our scientists. 

As a medical problem, however, its solution comes closer with each 

passing day. NIH scientists are now pursuing research in viruses as 

possible causes of cancer. This is a vexing research problem, be-

cause there are hundreds of different viruses to isolate, then 

identifYe The task after that would be to develop an antibiotic or 

vaccine to deal with the viruses. 

Meanwhile, NIH has been making new advances in the battle 
against arthritis, rheumatism, and multiple sclerosis in the study 

i of brain chemistry and the causes of mental illnesses--all of which 
,-J mean that before the current decade ends, Americans will be enjoying 

better health and greater freedom from disease than the world has 
ever known. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF MONONGAHELA SCENIC HIGHLAND ROUTE WOULD AID STATE . -....., _~-.-T' __ UQI _ _ _ 

The proposed scenic highland road through Monongahela 

National Forest, for which a general reconnaissance survey has 

recently been completed by the U. S. Forest Service, would be 

tremendously beneficial to West Virginia, just as the Skyline Drive 

has proved to be a first-rate economic asset fer Virginia. 

The existence of the Skyline Drive is said to be largely 

responsible for Virginia's having grossed approximately $645 

million in tourist business last year. Tourism grossed approxi-

mate1y $290 million for West Virginia in the same period. Unques-

tionably, a scenic highland road in our State would mean a 

considerable enlargement of this figure o But how to get this 

proposed road constructed, in view of the estimated cost of 

appro~imate1y $27 million, remains a vexing problem. 

The Skyline Drive was first conceived by former President 
~ 

Herbert Hoover, as a result of his many fishing and hunting trips 

into the area of Virginia now established as Shenandoah National 

Park. Mr. Hoover would often climb to the tops of the hills and 

mountains in that area, and spe,nd hours admiring the scenic views 
• 

aboubhim--views he sincerely believed all Americans should have an ....... 
opportunity to see and admire. He succeeqed in having the Park 

itself authorized by Congress in 1926. It was finally established 

in 1935 under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

But, in July, 1931, while Mr. Hoover was still President, 

preliminary work on the Skyline Drive was begun--solely with Federal 

funds. The National Park Service undertook the planning of the 

road, and the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads acted as the contracting 

agent. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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The main construction of the road, however, took place 

1(' during President Roosevelt's tenure of office, and was completed 

,I 

• 

late in 1940. It hed cost the Federal government approximately 

$7,100,000 to build. It has cost the State of Virginia not one 

penny, aside from moneys it spent for access roads. 

Actually, the money the Federal government spent for the 

construction of Skyline Drive, through the National Park Service, 

was considered "relief funds o " Building the road was considered a 

good way to usefully employ vast numbers of people. Moreover, the 

road was viewed as a means of revitalizing th~ depressed economy 
~-. 

( of the mountain region of Virginia, th~ough what was then a 

relatively new industry--tourism. 

The possibility of stimulating full Federal engagement 

·in construction of the Monongahela scenic highland road is remote. 

The same economic conditions do not prevail today as 1;,.,hen the 

Skyline Drive's construction was undertaken. At that time the 

whole Nation was in the grip of the Great Depression. One out of 

every 12 Americans was unemployed, and many who were working were 

on a part-time basis. Moreover, we had almost no National debt, 

~~ and our appropriations for defense were not as staggering as they 

are today. 

Yet, West Virginia needs the Monongahela scenic highland 

road. Its construction would benefit the State in several immediate 

ways--by providing useful work for many people, and new business for 

our crushed stone, cement, steel and lumber industries. But, aside 

from these economic benefits, there is the treasure of tourism 

imbedded in our firm belief that all Americans should be given the 

opportunity to see the breath-taking scenic grandeur of West Virginia 

from the tops of our hills and mountains. 

The problem of financing the road's construction requires 

urgent attention. 
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SOVIET SPACE ACHIEVEHENT STRESSES U. S. NEED FOR EDUCATIONAL 
... --- ......-- ---

ENRICfllv'tENT . 
.;;;.;..;.;;.;;.;;;;..;;.;;;;;;..;;;=-

Now that Russia has scored another first in the space 

race--this time by sending a "cosmonaut" whirling around the earth--

the need for an immediate enrichment of our ~.;hole educational 

process should become apparent to everyone. Any weakness in public 

understanding of this need is an invitation to the eventual 

destruction of our freedom. 

National security now requires a national slogan: A good 

American is a fully educated American! But to make this slogan a 

purposeful goal, we must concentrate on a massive effort to upgrade 

our entire educational system, from the first grade on through 

college. We must do this at every level of Government--collnty, 

state, and national. We must do this courageously, taking whatever 

taxing action may be necessary, for we cannot expect to buy an 

insurance policy on continuing freedom without paying the premiums. 

The needed enrichment in education must have its 

f{ , beginnings with our teacher staffs. There is an increasing shortage 
\\.J 

~ ( " 

" • ..,i 

of qualified teachers for all levels of instruction. The principal 

reason for this is the salary level. Thousands of highly qualified 

teachers either failed to enter our school systems, or have left 

them, in order to give their families decent standards of living. 

Fair salaries will not only encourage teachers to enter and stay in 

our school systems, but would attract more of our high school and 

college graduates to consider the profession of teaching. 

We must enrich our school construction programs so that 

half-day sessions and ':split -shifts" are completely erased from our 

school systems. At the same time, the overcrowded classroom must 

become a thing of the past. The half-time pupil, of necessity, must 

undergo a hurried, unrelaxed course of instruction, in many 

MORE .••• MORE 
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instances having to forego needed help in speech correction or in 

remedial reading. 
• 

In overcrmvded classrooms, slower students are often 

neglected and submerged. Teachers, preoccupied with heavier than 

normal loads of students, cannot give proper attention to student 

achievement. Our goal is not to produce "knowledgable students"; 

rather, it is to produce "educatedstudents. tl Every child needs to 

be given the opportunity to develop his or her potentials to the 

fullest if we earnestly desire national security through national 

strength. 
~ i < 

( We must find the means for ending the educational waste 

of one-teacher schools, and the inefficiency of small secondary 

schools. We cannot afford to give our children anything less than 

top quality education. The teachers of these schools are not at 

fault. One cannot get the same results education-wise where one 

teacher has to instruct all grades in one classroom, or where vital 

subjects are left untaught because the small secondary school is too 

small for many classrooms. 

It is conceivable that we may have to knuckle down and 

C - get along with fewer luxuries in order to enrich our whole system ... ' 
of education. But the price of freedom has never been cheap, and 

if foregoing some luxuries will spare us tyranny of an arrested 

society--o£ ruthless dictatorship and human automation--the price 

is absurdly cheap! 

--30--
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NEEDY .;;C,:.;.H.:;,;ILD;:;;;.:.R;;;:E~N .Q! UNEMPLOYED ~ ~ ~LICIBLE !Q!! !!Q. 

For the next 14 months -- until June 30, 1962 -- a 

needy child of unemployed parents is eligible for financial 

assistance under amended provisions of the Aid to Dependent Children 

section of the Social Security Act. In our State, the Federal 

government will match any funds West Virginia may provide for 

this program. Last year, the Federal government provided 77.2 

per cent of the total expenditure for aid to dependent children in 

West Virginia. 

Under the previous provisions of the Social Security 

Act, Federal grants-in-aid were available to States only for the 

assistance of children deprived of support, or care, because of the 

absence, death, or incapacity of one parent. However, as an 

ironical result of those provisions, destitute children living with 
, 

two able-bodied parents were actually penalized in that they were not 

eligible for aid. For the next 14 months, this situation need no 

longer be true. 

The new legislation recognizes that a hungry, ill

clothed child is as hungry and ill-clothed if he lives in an. 

unbroken home as if he were deserted by a parent, or orphaned, or 

illegitimate. It also extends financial assistance to needy children 

living with a close relative, or relatives "in a place or residence 

maintained by one or more such relatives as his or their own home." 

Another feature of the new legislation is that aid is 

j extended to children whose parents do not receive sufficient income 

to adequately provide for them. This could be especially helpful to 

children whose parents may have no more than one or two days of 

work a week, or whose unemployment compensation benefit payments are 

MORE ••• MORE 
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instances having to forego needed help in speech correction or in 

remedial reading. 
• 

In overcrmvded classrooms, slower students are often 

neglected and submerged. Teachers, preoccupied with heavier than 

normal loads of students, cannot give proper attention to student 

achievement. Our goal is not to produce "knowledgable students"; 

rather, it is to produce "educatedstudents. tl Every child needs to 

be given the opportunity to develop his or her potentials to the 

fullest if we earnestly desire national security through national 

strength. 
~ i < 

( We must find the means for ending the educational waste 

of one-teacher schools, and the inefficiency of small secondary 

schools. We cannot afford to give our children anything less than 

top quality education. The teachers of these schools are not at 

fault. One cannot get the same results education-wise where one 

teacher has to instruct all grades in one classroom, or where vital 

subjects are left untaught because the small secondary school is too 

small for many classrooms. 

It is conceivable that we may have to knuckle down and 

C - get along with fewer luxuries in order to enrich our whole system ... ' 
of education. But the price of freedom has never been cheap, and 

if foregoing some luxuries will spare us tyranny of an arrested 

society--o£ ruthless dictatorship and human automation--the price 

is absurdly cheap! 
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MONONGAIlELA FOREST GROWS AS ECONOHIC ASSET FOR STATE 
-.- ~ -.----~ ----

Very few people in our State are aware of the fact that 

one of the most productive national forests in the Eastern half 

of the United States is the Monongahela of West Virginia. The 

30-year history of this forest, and its res~onse to management and 

protection, is definitely a success story both as an economic . 

asset and as an unparalleled recreation center. 

Last year, the Monongahela National Forest had a dollar 

income of $685,000, of which 25 per cent was returned to the 

State and Counties. During the ~930s, the Forest yielded an 

average income to the Government of about $3,000. By 1970, its 

income is expected to be in excess of $1 million. 

As a recreational center, no dollar value can be placed 

on the Forest, for there is no way one can measure the true worth 

(__ of a clear, cool stream, or a day's tramp in the woods, or a 

picnic amid the scenic beauty and shade of a wooded grove. But 

recreation visits to picnic and camp grounds in the Monongahela 

have tripled in the last ten years, and now number close to one 

million annually. This figure may be doubled before the end of 

the current decade. 

Not all of the visits to the Forest were made by West 

Virginians. Many out-of-staters a few of the approximately 

48 million people who live within a SOO-mile radius of the 

boundaries of our State -- have sought to escape the noise and 
" ...... ..," 

traffic, and the complexities of urban living, in the space and 

quiet of the Monongahela. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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"'. '" In addition, under the Stamp Act passed by the West 

.' 
Virginia legislature in 1951, some 400,000 fishermen and hunters 

paid an extra fee of $1.00 each, last year, to try their skill in 

the vastness of that sylvan area. They either fished its lakes 

and streams for trout and bass, or hunted its wildlife habitats for 

deer, bear, beaver, rabbit, squirrel, muskrat, grouse, turkey, and 

waterfowl. 

These sportsmen, it is estimated, spent approximately $4 

million in the cities, towns, and village~ within, and adjacent to, 
,~' 

I the Forest and economic benefit "'hid has been growinR t~itb each 

passing year. 

The Monongahela National Forest was established in 1920, 

and today consists of 806,000 acres. It is interesting to note that 

its establishment by the Congress resulted from the disastrous 

Ohio River flood of 1907. The flood was blamed on the tremendous 

denuding of water-absorbing West Virginia forest lands through the 

heavy cutover of hardwood timber, and through forest fires. The 

Congress felt that only through Government ownership could so vast 
....... -.., 

/ an area of land be restored to its natural state. 
\, .... _,. 

It takes a long time to grow a tree, and it takes a longer 

time to restore the pr.oductivity of fire-scarred lard to absorb 

rainfall and halt erosion. But, thanks to the splendid work of 

the U. S. Forest Service, the Monongahela National Forest today has 

no resemblance to the sorry-lOOking acreage the Government purchased 

in the 1920s. 

Through carefully planned development work, which included 

tree planting, timber-stand improvement, recreation-area develop-

(---) 
ment, and the control of forest fires, the Monongahela National 

Forest is a growing economic asset for West Virginia. Its value 

to our State is immense by any set of terms. 
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The proposed step-up in the output of Minuteman missiles is both 

sound and logical, in view of deteriorating world conditions, and it 

is certain that the Congress will respond to this proposal with 

additional appropriations o However, the Defense Department should 

be put on noti.ce that the entire contract for these missiles' should 

not be let to West Coast defense plants. 

There already exists an over-concentration of defense contracts 

in West Coast plants. Some 27 per cent of defense production is 

centered there. This geographic concentration is nothing less than 

reckless, when we think of the vulnerability of such concentration to 

enemy attack. 

West Virginia, which is less vulnerable to enemy attack, because 

~ of its inland position and rugged terrain, enjoys less than one-

tenth of one per cent of military procurement. Moreover, many areas 

in our State have been suffering from deepening unemployment over a 

long period of time. 

Already spokesmen for those West Coast defense plants are 

beginning their fight to retain the entire Minuteman missile contrac~ 

including the proposed production increase. They contend that it 

would be foolish and uneconomical to shift some of this production 

elsewhere. They maintain that they have the skills and techniques 

required for the missile's production, as well as a large labor force. 

These arguments sound good, but they are not necessarily true. 

Aside from the fact that a concentration of Minuteman missile 

production in one small area of California is dangerous to the 

--0 security of our country, it is clearly uneconomical to produce 

missiles out there which must be shipped to the East Coast for its 

defense. A long time ago, auto manufacturers found out that it was 

MORE • II • MORE 
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too costly to produce all of their cars iQ Detroit for shipment 

throughout the countty. They scattered their assembly plants. 

As for the skills and techniques required for the missile's 

production, Eastern United States labor was hard at work in the 

Machine Age when the West Coast was still in baby's buntingi; i. 

Certainly, the labor force in West Virginia is as skillful as any 

in this country. 

As a center for missile production, West Virginia is ideally 

located. Most of the major Eastern industrial complexes needed to 

support a missile plant are wfthin a 500-mile radius of the State's 

boundaries. Moreover, within that same radius are many major 

universities which could provide any necessary scientific backup 

that a missile industry in our State may need. 

With regard to the argument that it would be "uneconomical" 

to shift some Minuteman missile production away from the West 

Coast, it is interesting to note that the cost of producing this 

missile in California has mysteriously gotten out of hand. Less 

than a year ago, top Ai.r Force officers were talking of the 

Minuteman as "the cheapest missile in Uncle Sam's armory." They 

estimated that it would cost one million dollars per missile on a 

Uready-to-go" basis. Final costs are turning out to be closer to 

two million dollars. 

On the other hand, it should be noted that West Virginia has 

the steel, aluminum~ chemical, and electronic industries needed for 

missile production. Moreover, our State excels in cheap electric 

power for such an industrial undertaking, and our railway transport-

stion system is second to none in this country. These are 
, 

l) production cost factors which cannot be ignored -- factors which 

could make it possible for a missile plant in our State to pro-

duce the Minuteman c lose to the Air Force's original cost estin'S te. 
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LITTLE NOTED KENNEDY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION OF VITAL 
SIGNIFICANCE TO WEST VIRGINIA 

A little noted recommendation by President-elect John F • 

Kennedy's Depressed Areas Task Force can have substantial economic 

significance to West Virginians. In fact, insofar as our State is 

concerned, it could be like a pebble dropped in a pool of water--

~ the expanding ripples spreading wholesomely over the entire nation. 
,\ 

'-... 

This proposal was for an immediate supplemental appropri-

ation to the Forest Service of $50 million. The money would be 

spent in distressed areas on improving timber stands, reforestation, 

construction of forest trails and roads, small watershed improve-

ments, soil erosion control, and the construction of recreation 

facilities in National Forests. 

Our State is blessed by a variety of natural resources, 

all of them in great abundance. But second only to our vast coal 

reserves are our forest reserves. Two-thirds of West Virginia, or 
• " 

" .. / roughly 10 million acres, is covered with stands of timber. 

However, much of this timber is in species not commercially desi-

rable, or of a q~ality which defies manufacture, or of a volume per 

acre which cannot economically support its removal. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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This is evidenced by the fact that lumber production in 

our State in 1959 slipped to 351 million board feet .. -about 86 

million board feet less than was produced in 1954. Also, our 

j lumber products and furniture production in 1959 totaled only $67 

million .. -up a mere $15 million from 1954. 

Under the Task Force recommendation, our timber stands, 

even those privately held, would be cleared of undesirable types of 

trees and reforested with the kinds needed commercially. Too, 

present stands of good timber would be aided through much needed .... "- :: conservation work. 

The full significance of what such reforestation and 

conservation would mean to West Virginia can best be understood 

by the following facts: By the year 2000 the Western forests 

will have been depleted, according to government experts. The 

dependence for usable lumber, therefore, will have to fallon 

Eastern forests, which currently comprise three-quarters of our 

nation's forest land and forest production capability. 

In time, we have only a few years to ready our timber 

' .... _ stands for this tremendous opportunity to become a major supplier 

of lumber and wood products. It takes from 20 to 40 years for 

the needed trees to grow to commercially useable sizes. That is 

why we must press vigorously for the enactment of this little 

known proposal. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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An immediate benefit of this proposal would be the 

useful jobs afforded many unemployed workers--the kinds of jobs 

which, though temporary in nature, would create lasting, 

long-term job opportunities. Two-thirds of every dollar of 

the proposed $50 million appropriation would go for salaries 

for locally hired people. 

--30--
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STATE'S TOLL IN DEATHS .AND INJURIES DUE TO CARELESSNESS - --- ~ -- --- .....--.--- .... - - ....... ---------
Danger is no stranger to West Virginia, where coal mining has 

played an important role in the State's economy. But while safety 

now receives keen concentration in our coal mines, generally speaking 

it does not seem to receive the same sharp focus of attention 

throughout our State. Deaths and injuries due to accidents are 

taking a high toll ~~oung our people. 

In 1959, the latest year for which figures are available from 

the U. S. Public Health Service, accidents caused the death of 1,158 

West Virginians. During that same year, over 600,000 of our people 

were accidentally injured -- almost one out of every three persons 

in the State! 

The plain truth is that most of the accidents which caused 

these deaths and injuries could have been prevented by a little more 

caution, and a better appreciation of the need to live, work, and 

(~ play more safely. In the words of the ... U. S. Public Health Service, 

"Accidents ,don It just happen. They are caused by people." 

Not long ago, diseases were the principal causes of death 

among chi1drene Now, accicents are the chief claimants of these 

young lives. Why? Because careless parents leave matches, or 

products containing poisonous ingredients, or boiling pots of water, 

within the reach of exploring little fingers. 

Tragically, over half of our State's teen-agers who died in 

1959, died accidental deaths. These were West Virginians on the 

I ' 
threshold of life, removed from our midst through carelessness. Who 

., .. ",i 

could say but that one of them may have one day made an important 

contribution to society? The thought of such human waste: is 

appalling. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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As an indication of what a serious threat accidents have 
f 

( 
become to the peCiple of our Sta.te, it is estimated by the U. S • . -
Public Health Service that, in the decade between 1950 and 1960, 

accidents killed more West Virginians than were killed in all the 

wars the people of our State have participated in since the 

beginning of the Revolutionary War! 

While automobile accidents lead in the number of deaths --

390 in 1959 ,home accident deaths follow a close second with 

250 for the same year. However, automobile injuries totalled 

48,000 in that year, but home injuries took a high swing to 231,000. 

( 
These figures would indicate that if a man's home is his castle, 

it also is becoming his least safe haven -- and rapidly so. 

Perhaps our faster pace of living is responsible for the lack 

of attention we give to safety. Certainly, we appear to be less 

thoughtful about what we should or should not do to protect our-

selves, our loved ones, and other people, from possible injury 

or death. To the old proverb, "Haste makes waste," can be added 

a postscript: "Haste can make for heartbreak." 

The cost of the mounting number of accidental deaths and 

injuries, for West Virginians, has been estimated in the high 

millions of dollars. Most of this cost has been in the amount of 

wages lost, and in the price of medical care entailed. There is 

no way to place a cost figure on the human suffering involved. 

-- 30--
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1'.!:!li SCULPTURE .9!. !'lli.2! VIRGINIA II UNIgUE AMONG .I!:!§ STATES 

Tourists coming to West Virginia often remark that the 

topography of the State is unlike that of any other in the Union. 

They scan the sculpture of our hills and mountains, interlaced as 

they are by'narrow valleys and short, deep hollows, and they find 

them unique. 

Of course, our State is indebted to the mysterious, 

though tremendous, forces in Nature for its outstanding physical 

attractiveness. Many millions of years ago, these forces heaved 

and shook the earth's skin until the Allegheny Plateau was , 
formed. Then, through the ages, water and wind have washed and 

eroded the Plateau, into the highly dissected hills and mountains 

which characterize West Virginia. 

There are many unique features about our State, some 

perhaps unknown to many West Virginians. Certainly, they are 

unknown to most tourists, and a universal knowledge of them may 

prove exceedingly valuable to our budding tourist industry. 

For example, most of the Appalachian Mountain States have 

their greatest extent east and west. Thus, they include large 

areas of lowland as well as high mountains. But only West 

Virginia lies wholly within one of the mountain belts of the 

Appalachians and has no lowlands as such. Its lowest elevation 

is the 247-foot mark at Harper's Ferry, on the Potomac River 

drainage. 

West Virginia is the only State in the Union the 

boundaries of which are almost wholly within a mountain range and 

its subdivisions. For this reason, its average altitude of 

MORE • • • MORE 
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1,500 feet above sea level is 300 feet higher than any of the other 

27 States whLch lie entirely, or partly -east, of the Mississippi 

River. Thu'J, for pure and invigorating air, our Mountain State has 

no Eastern equal. 

Of course, six Eastern States have points of elevation 

higher tl.an our Spruce Knob; but none can brag of marching 

mountains, such as we have in West Virginia, nor of the number of 

streams and rivers with which cur State is blessed, nor ,of. the 

natural springs whose beneficial waters have been sought out by 

man since an ancient age. 

Not a square mile of marshland is to be found in all of 

West Virginia, despite the regular passage of vapor clouds across 

our rugged mountains. Unlike many other States in the Nation, West 

Virginia enjoys a natural system of drainage which is total. This, 

too, makes our State a healthier place to live in and to visit. 

But the sculpture of our State is unique in still another 

fashion. It harbours more salt licks than any other Eastern State, 

and for this reason it was a bloody Indian battleground before the 

white man trod its soil. These salt licks have also made our State 

( a hunter's paradise, for many wild animals, especially deer, travel 
\ 
'-

hundreds of miles from neighboring States to get their fill of this 

vital mineral. 

West Virginia has been variously known as "The Mountain 

State," and "The Panhandle State," It deserves to be known as 

"Nature's Wonder State." 

-- 30 --
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A~KLEY fON~ERENCE ~~~ CONTRIBUTE 1~ COMMUNIT! DEVE~~PME~N~T 

On June 16, a most important -state-wide conference on the 

recently passed Area Redevelopment Act will be held in Beckley -- a 

conference which several hundred West Virginians are expected to 

attend. The purpose of the conference is to help participants to 

better understand the types of aid available under the various 

p~visions of the Act • 

A complete and uncomplicated understanding of the various 

aspects of the Area Redevelopment Act can contribute to the develop-

ment of many West Virginia communities. 

Not only will those attending the conference be told by 

various Government officials how they might apply for Federal 

assistance for their communities, or businesses, under the Act, but 

they will be free to ask questions if they feel they need further 

clarification on any point. The question period, of course, will be 

reserved for the afternoon session of a two-part program • 

The first part of the program, from 9:30 a.m. until the 

noon recess, will be devoted to talks by Commerce Secretary Luther 

Hodges, Senator Jennings Randolph, Governor W. W. Barron, William 

Batt, Jr., and various Federal agency officials who are responsible 

for extending assistance under some of the previsions of the Act. 

In effect, this part will be the explanatory session of the 

conference. 

The second part, starting at 1 p.m., and ending at 4 p.m., 

will be devoted to panel discussions and to answering questions. In 

this session, too, Federal agency officials will be available for 

personal consultations on community or business problems to which 

the Act is designed to offer solutions. 

Directly or indirectly, every West Virginian will enjoy 
MORE • • • MORE 
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r-' the benefits to be derived from the forms of assistance offered by 

the Area Redevelopment Act. That is why 'all of our State's mayors, 

county commissioners, members of the West Virginia Legislature, 

businessmen, and individuals who bear responsibility for industrial 

development in their respective localities, are invited to attend 

the conference. 

( 

( 

i 
/ 

The understanding which these men and women will gain 

about the Act, at the Beckley conference, will help them to plan 

for the revitalization of their communities. As each community 

plans for its own progress, and works to implement those plans, the 

whole State benefits. 

The Beckley conference will have an unheralded but 

important feature: It will demonstrate to the people of tbe.United 

States that while the people of West Virginia are not reluctant 

to seek the assistance, the advice and guidance of the Federal 

government, they are determined to seek new economic horizons 

through their own efforts. 

30 --. 
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LIGHTNING IS NATURE'S MOST WANTON FORCE 
-----------.. - -='" -- ---- ....................... 

The season for electrical storms is about to start, 'and 

West Virginians should take heed of the fact that lightning is a 

reckless e1ectrocutioner that seeks to discharge its 100 mi11ion-

volt bolts through any handy Ilgrounded" conductor. 

This most wanton force in Nature kills some 500 careless 

Americans each year, and seriously burns and injures several 

hundred more. Throughout the world it takes thousands of lives 

annually. 

Statistically, one's chances of being struck by lightning 

are a million to one, despite the fact that bolts strike the earth 

on an average of 360,000 times every hour of the day and night. 

These odds, however, should afford n~ one the least reason for 

being careless or indifferent to safety during an electrical storm. 

A bettor can end up dead! 

Sensible people take cover daring a thunderstorm, but 

sometimes the shelter they seek can be a trap for eternal rest. 

Taking cover under a tree, for example, is akin to committing 

suicide, because lightning has a special affinity for trees. 

Standing on wet ground under any shelter is like having no shelter 

at all. Touching or leaning against the wet wall of a shelter is 

equally dangerous. Standing or sitting on a damp porch, especially 

in front of a screened area, is a perfect set-up for a killing 

stroke. 

If there is a choice of shelters, the best kinds are an 

automobile, a building if the floor surface is dry, or, if caught 

in the woods, the smallest tree in a 5rove of trees, because 

MORE ••• MORE 
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because lightning seeks out the tallest available conductor. ~~en 

/--. outdoors, however, avoid touching or lea.ning against anything- .. 
i("/ .... 

( 

rocks, trees, wi.re fences, or wet wood. Within the confines of 

one's home, avoid touching grounded metal such as water faucets, 

because "indirect strokes'; have been known to come charging through 

water pipes in homes. 

Lightning is Nature's way of blowing a fuse -- of getting 

rid of the static electricity that builds up in the sky and on the 

ground as the earth spins and firubs u against the atmosphere. This 

same kind of rubbing action takes place when hot moist air at the 

earth's surface rises and meets colder air masses in the sky. High 

cumulus clouds are formed, a~d inside them the hot and cold air 

currents swirl and rub against each other in ever-increasing speed, 

often forming negative charges at the bottom of the cloud and 

positive charges at the top. 

When enormous potentials of these opposite charges have 

been produced, the cloud, so to speak, blows a fuse. A gigantic, 

jagged bolt of electricity may flash within the cloud itself, or 

stroke downward to a cond~ctor on the earth. 

A common misbelief is that lightning strikes only from the 

sky downward. Actually, it just ac often l~qps upward from the 

earth. This happens because negative and positive charges are 

continuously being built up in the ground as well as in the sky, and 

opposite charges attract each other. 

The sulphur-like smell of lightning, after it has struck, 

has led to the superstition that the bolt is Satan himself, and the 

';smell" comes from his personal presence. The National Bureau of 

Standards, in Washington, D. e., explains the "smell" as that of 

Ozone, a form of oxygen created by the discharge of the bolt. But 

whether one is superstitious or not, a thunderstorm deserves healthy 

respect and utmost caution. 

-- 30 --
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Th3 1.'hododend:con is the official. State flower of vlest 

Virginia, but the oak tree is her most profitable renewable resource. 

In effect, it is a symbol of wealth as well as a thing of beauty. 

Of the approximately 10 million acres of forest land in 

West Virginia, oak-type trees make up more than 50 per cent of the 

total. Their total potential commercial value to our State is 

estimated to be in billions of dollars, for they are among the most 

important hardwoods of the United States. Currently, because of the 

~nder-deve1opment of our lumber industry, they afford our State an 

annual income of more than $20 million. 

But there is a growing appreciation for ltlest Virginia oak 

tree species. Whereas they were previously sought for mine timbers 

and ra:J.lroad ties, they are now increasingly in demand for veneer, 

flooring, furniture, and for tight cooperage. They are also being 

found highly desirable in the construction of pleasure boats--for 

keels, hulls, and framework. 

During the paot few years, the value of high-quality oak 

saw logs cut in our State has been around $90 per thousand board feet 

at local points of delivery. Red oak and white oak types make up a 

large part of the volume sold, though gOOd-quality chestnut oak types 

are e~:periencing a step-up in demand. 

There also is a bonus value inherent in the oak trees of 

our State. They serve as primary food sources for the white-tailed 

deer, wild turkey, ruffed grouse, raccoon, gray squirrel, sod fox 

\ ...... \ squirrel. They also furnish some food for black bear, snowshoe hare, 

red and gray foxes, and bobwhite quail. Thus, as a food source for 

MORE ••• MORE 
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game, the cak makes. a contribution to the revenue of our State through 
• 

the sale of: rt1:~nting and trapping licenses, and through the money 

"~pent in 0"11." Sta!:e by out-of-state sportsmen. 

Cha:::acteristically, Hest Virginia oak trees are just as 

ruggedly individualistic as are our people. Each species has its own 

likes and dislikes. For example, red oak types which make up 32 per 

cent of our forests, confine themselves to the middle slopes of our 

mountains, on southern and southwestern exposures. Occasionally, they 

occur on the lower slope.s, but: rarely on high ridge tops. 

On the other hand, white oak types, which make up about 

9 per cent of our forests, prefer the richer, well-drained lower 

slopes -- especially southern slopes. Moreover, they occur in almost 

pure stands, and are seldom seen mixed in with red oak or hickory oak 

types. 

The elite of the oak f~ni1y are the chestnut species, 

which also make up about 9 per cent of our forest growth. They stand 

pn the higher slopes and on ridge tops in majestic splendor, 

~referring thin, dry, rocky soi~where faster growing, but less 

hardy, types of trees cannot compete for similar prominence. 

While our oak tree species differ in temperament, they 

have a common £eatu~e: a susceptibility to fire by the careless hand 

of man a carelessness "ioJhich each of us should guard against if all 

of us are to perpetually enjoy the assets of this superior natural 

X'esource. 

-- 30 --
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Mount'ain folk in West Virginia have been accurately 

predicting the weather long before scientific instruments were 

invented for this purpose. They have been doing this by IIreading" 

certain ''weather signs U 
-- a kind of personal method of meterolo-

....... 

-". (\ . gical prognostication based on years of close observations. 

(~~ -v 

-0 

For example, the West Virginian 't~ho decides the day is 

just right for cutting hay, because he observed chimney smoke rise 

straight up in the morning air, will not be fooled by rain. He 

may not be able to give a scientific reason for his prediction, 

but he is absolutely right. Scientifically speaking, straight 

rising smoke indicates dry, high atmospheric pressure -- a sky free 

of moisture. 

In the Eastern Panhandle of our State, fruit growers 

say, uA year of snow means fruit will grow." In effect, says the 

U. S. Weather Bureau, this is a fairly good long-range forecast, 

because relatively continuous cold will delay the blossoming of 

fruit trees until the danger of killing Spring frosts is over. 

A weather proverb related by mountain folk in many 

parts of the State, and which is a highly accurate observation of 

an atmospheric change, says: "A washboard sky means rain by and 

by. II The Weather Bureau agrees with this ''weather si&n: i and 

offers the following scientific explanation: 

"As a weather front, warm or cold, approaches, there 

will be temperature differences ahead of it. These cause 

conflicting currents of air, which drive through, in, and out of 

an existing cloud formation, having the effect of splitting the 

cloud to give it a washboard-like appearance." 
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Some people can foretell rain by watching a spider. If 

it suddenly begins to enlarge its web, it is a fairly good indication 

of wet weather coming. Insects fly low in wet weather, and tend to 

seek shelter. Spiders instinctively know this, and when they feel an 

increase in the moisture content of the air, they go to work with the 

zeal of a gourmet preparing for a feast, and literally spin away for 

their dinner. 

Mountain folk, to the amazement of Weather Bureau scientist~ 

can listen to the chirping of a cricket at night and pretty 

accurately predict the following day's temperature. They do this by 

counting the number of chirps a cricket makes in 14 seconds, then 

adding 40. Seventy-five per cent of the time, the temperature thus 

obtained is within one degree of accuracy. 

Not all weather "signs" believed in by West Virginians are 

accorded scientific acceptance. Some, in fact, are vigorously 

disputed, or are shrugged off as mere superstition. 

For example, some of our folk claim they can predict the 

severity of the coming winter by the width of the brown bands on a 

woolly caterpillar in the Autumn. They hold that, if the bands are 

( wide, a mild winter will follow; if they are narrow, the winter will 

be cold. 

~) 

The American Museum of Natural History, in New York City, 

says this is nonsense, that the size of those bands merely indicates 

whether the caterpillar has been eating well or not. There are 

studies to prove this. But West Virginians who have been "reading" 

caterpillars, have their own studies to back up the validity of their 

prognostications -- studies handed down from father to son for many, 

many generations. 

-- 30 --
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Several weeks ago, a 37-man field party of the U. S. Coast 

and Geodetic Survey, arrived at Gassaway, to begin a 3,OOO-square-

mile area survey in central West Virginia. The purpose of this 

survey is to determine the exact latitude and longitude of selected 

geographic locations, triangularly set apart at intervals of 

approximately 6 to a miles. 

Actually, these selected locations in West Virginia will 

form part of a network of similar locations, some ranging from less 

than one mile in distance to more than 25 miles, and covering the 

entire United States. Upon the precise accuracy of these survey 

points depend everything we do in the way of map-making, engineering 

for various public and private projects, and all surveys undertaken 

by local surveyors. 

More accurate mapping of the earth's surface is becoming a 

pressing need in this missile age. Over an area as rugged as our 
, { 

\. State's, however, some slight margin of error is expected by the 

survey party. This has been held to less than one inch in every 

400,000 inches -- or about one inch in 33,333~ feet. But this error 

is almost entirely erased by "compensation" -- by spreading it among 

all survey points until it becomes infinitesimal. In a local survey, 

this margin of error would amount to less than the thickness of a 

human hair. 

The Coast and Geodetic Survey party in our State began its 

work by first .establishing a '~base line" between two selected points. 

The end points of this base line -- their precise position on earth 

-- were then determined astronomically, by taking "sightingstv on at 

least three different sets of stars. The line itself was then 

measured by instruments and by tape. 
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-"'. A third point was then selected by the survey party, tri-
1,/ 

f angular in distance from the base line. Its ·'position was then 

determined by precise observation from the original two points. Know-

ing the length of the base line, and the precise position of the 

third point, the two unknown sides of the triangle were then computed 

by the mathematics of trigonometry. Thus, with the length of each 

line known, the area within the triangle was then accurately computed. 

The survey party has now fanned out by selecting and 

measuring new distant points triangularly set from each line of the 

original triangle. In each instance, the new points are now 

({ determined by carrying forward the chain of triangles. Each new line 

makes the precise computation of a new triangle possible. 

This survey process, called ':triangulation, tv will go on 

until the survey of the Gassaway area is completed. There are many 

areas in West Virginia which have not as yet been surveyed, but these 

will be accurately measured during the coming years. The Gassaway 

area had not been previously surveyed. 

The Coast and Geodetic Survey has been measuring and re-

measuring the United States, and its territorial waters, since 1807. 
/ 
\ It is one of the oldest operations carried on by the Federal govern-

ment. Its measured points are called ';triangulation stations, It and 

are marked by little bronze disks. Removal of a disk is a Federal 

offense, punishable by a fine of $250, or by imprisonment. 

It is interesting to note that our property lines are 

stable because precise measurements of our land depend on astronomy. 

This, in effect, hitches our fences to the stars. 

-- 30 --
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To those Americans who have framed for themselves a mental 

picture of West Virginia as a land-locked piece of real estate in 

the rugged fastness of the Alleghenies, the awarding of a Govern-

ment contract to a Point Pleasant shipyard for the construction of 

at least two ocean-going vessels must have come as a real shocker. 

To them, that this could have happened must have seemed as remote a 

possibility as the building of a navy by Switzerland. 

Even the credibility of many devout ''Mountain State" 

patriots must have been taxed by the idea that ships large enough 

to course the world's seas can be built up in our hills. But then, 

no one should ever doubt our State's true capabilities. In fact, 

a catalog of them could prove to be a universal eye-opener. 

Actually, West Virginia is quite a maritime State. Its 

state-wide water-borne commerce carried more than 53,235,000 tons 

of goods and materials in intrastate and interstate movements in 

1960. 

Last year, too, the powerful, snubby river boats, pushing 

strings of barges ahead of them, made a total of 357,000 calls at 

West Virginia docks. By any set of comparative figures, based on 

population, this represents tremendous maritime activity. 

The hills around Point Pleasant have rung with the clangor 

of ship construction for several decades now. Prior to World War 

II, the yard there -- the largest in the State constructed many 

sleek U. S. Coast Guard cutters. During the War, this same ship·' 

yard helped our country achieve victory by turning out such highly 

effective military vessels as Mine Planters, Net Tenders, LST's and 

LeU's. The ships it built served in many theaters of the conflict. 
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The present contract which the Point Pleasant shipyard has 

with the Government calls for the construction of vessels that will 

be 162'-7" in over-all length, with beams of 33', draft of 9'-6", 

with 760 tons light load displacement, and with twin screws for 

propulsion. The yard is capable of building even greater-size 

ships. 

The vessels under construction are actually for the U. S. 

Coast and Geodetic Survey, and are designed to serve a dual purpose. 

Not only will they survey and chart the sea lanes of the Nation, but 

they also will be used for oceanographic exploration -- unlocking 

the mysteries of the waters which make up so vast a part of the 

earth. 

The oceans could well hold the key to the future of 

mankind. It is imperative, therefore, that we intelligently seek 

to understand their mysteries, and to uncover their resources of 

scarce minerals. It is equally important, from the standpoint of 

national defense, that we have a better understanding of the physica 

structure of the ocean floor and its relationship to land. 

It is both timely and fitting that the task of constructing 

these important vessels should go to our Statec The Nation has for 

too long been unaware of the many natural skills and talents of our 

people. This shipbuilding contract should serve notice that nothing 

is impossible for the hand and mind of West Virginians. 

-- 30 --
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COHMERCE DEPARTMENT fie-MEN" CRIMP COMI:1UNIST WAR POTENTIAL _wr _______ ~ .......... ~_ -...-.- ~ ~ ___ _ ... -

America's Iieconomic secret service" -- a handful of 

dedicated men in the U. S. Department of Commerce -- are bedevilling 

the efforts of Communist countr.ies to become industrially pO"".tJerful 

( in a hurry. In fact, their unpublictzed actions, sometimes performed 

in cloak-and-dagger style, are effectively retard:tng the over-all 

war potential of both Iron and Bamboo Curtain countrieso 

These fiC-Men," as they are sometimes called, are in the 

business of balking Cmmnunism's multi-bi1lion-do1lar effort to 

smuggle out of the United States our strategic minerals, metals, 

chemicals, machinery, electronic components, and industrial 

technology. They are exceedingly good at their jobs. 

Communist countries, despite their vaunted claims of 

(~\ scientific progress, have gotten much -- if not most -- of their 

industrial machinery and technology from us. They got them in the 

years prior to World War II, and during the period of Lend-Lease. 

Some they h=t-ve Lotten s~_nce, tl:rouzh t:J.e efforts"of their 

smugglers, 'tvith the help of a few dollar-hungry, careless Americans. 

However, since World War II, when the Kremlin began its 

studied policy of overtaking countries by occupation and subversion, 

we have had a total embargo on shipments to Communist countries of 

all American products and materials considered to be of stra~egic 

!' value. Thanks to the work of the "C-Men," this embargo has been so 
"-' 

successful that Communist smugglers and their agents are willing to 

pay fabulous prices for items which usually sell for a few dollars 

in this country -- if they can be successfully sneaked out of our 

country. 
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The tremendous profit involved in smuggling for Communist 

countries has lured many foreign firms in many foreign countries into 

dabbling in the racket. They falsify export documents, or ship our 

strategic goods to non-Communist countries and then transship to the 

Reds o But what could be a flood of such exports to the Communists is 

merely the barest trickle. 

~Vhen foreign firms who play this Communist smuggling game 

are found out by our flC-Men," they are placed on a "blacklist" by our 

Government. This means that they can no longer do any business with 

(' any American firm -- a rather severe punishment for those business 

houses who were blinded by Communist gold o 

Recently, because of Khrushchev's demands for the quicker 

industrialization of Russia, prices paid for strategic items 

smuggled out of America have almost doubled their previous high 

values. This has led Kremlin agents to try making the smuggling of 

small electronic equipment a popular pastime for European tourists 

visiting our country. 

Tourists are told, for example, that a shoe box full of 

( transistors, which may cost $500 to purchase in this country, are 

worth well over $10,000 delivered to Russian purchasers in Europe. 

C) 

In effect, they are informed, for no trouble at all they can not only 

have a "freeH vacation in America., but a sizeable Frofit as well. 

But while U. S. Customs agents usually do not check 

outgoing baggage, our "C-Nen" somehO'l;o alll7ays learn of such smuggling 

attempts and are on hand to stop the Communist dupes before they 

leave our shores. How they. come by such l~qwledge is their. secret .. · 

It is enough to know, h~~ever, that they possess this astounding 

kno'wledge 0 

-- 30 
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West Virginia could be in line for an industrial boom of 

sizable proportions within tHe next few years, all because of salt 

-- a mineral which underlies vast areas of our State in virtually 

inexhaustible layers. 

Salt, of course, is vital to the proper functioning of the 

_(- bodies of men and animals. It is equally vital to the production of 

the industrial world. There is hardly a product made today which 

completely excludes salt, its by-products or derivatives, from all 

phases of its preparation e 

Our age of nuclear fission and space exploration could not 

proceed without salt. Uranium cannot be produced without it. 

Sodium metal, a salt derivative, is a vital ingredient in the 

manufacture of exotic fuels -- the boron hydrides -- for powering 

supersonic aircraft, and for solid fuel missiles. It also is used 

.- in making tetraethyl lead, an antiknock substance uoed in motor 
- (-~ 

fuels. 

The great chemical industries in the K~~awha Valley are 

located there because of vast bodies of underlying brine salts --

salts which are pumped up from depths of more than 6,000 feet in 

liquid form and then evaporated and processed into such vital 

industrial compounds as chlorine, caustic soda, and soda ash 

(sodium carbonate). 

Last year, for all purposes, our. country used slightly mor~ 

than 25 million tons of salt. This is, literally, a drop in the 

. .../ bucket when compared to the tremendous tonnages of the mineral 

beneath the surface of our State. In fact, the reserves in West 

Virginia alone are sufficient to supply the needs of the United 

States, at present rates of consumption, for several thousand years. 
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For example, in the northern part of the State, an 

estimated 3-bi11ion-ton reserve of rock salt underlies approxi-
• 

mately 1,600 square miles of terrain, in layers more than 100 feet 

thick. In the southern part of the State, around the Kanawha 

Valley, the reserves of brine salts are so vast as to defy 

estimates of their extent. 

West Virginia has come by its salt as a result of great 

geological happenings which took place some 300 million years ago, 

in a period of time called the Silurian Age. At that time the 

Silurian Sea, which covered our State and pa~ts of adjoining ones, 

,( was suddenly cut off from what is now the Atlantic Ocean. 

( 

In the upheaval that caused this cut-off, part of the Sea 

is presumed to have been trapped beneath the sarface of what is 

now the Kanawha Valley. The other, larger, part, which covered 

the northern part of our State and areas beyon~ it, is presumed 

to have been entirely evaporated by the intenae heat which the 

earth then experienced. Sea life and other matter then covered 

the salt residue of the evaporated Sea, locking it beneath a grow-

ing thickness of ove!burden. 

This salt lay untapped until early settlers began 

processing the "salt licks" bubbling up in the Kanawha Valley. 

But not until the early 1940's was there a full realization of the 

amount of salt beneath our State. ,The growth and expansion of the 

chemical industries in the Valley followed. 

That this wealth of salt will attract new industries to 

our State is certain. The future courses of both science and 

industry make this inevitable. Our adjacent abundance of coal 

holds forth the added attraction of economic operations in 

evaporation and production processes. 

However, we should not sit idly by waiting for this 

industrialization to happen. Nothing is gained by inaction. We 

should go after it through our community development organizations 

-- 30 --
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QISEASE ~SEARC..!! POLLARS £lli!:rQ l.,Nl\DEgUA'l'E !'..Q.B RATION'S HEAL'J1! 

In defense of our lives, we spent over $43 billion in 

fiscal 1961 against possible military attack. Nobody qUibbled over 

this price. All of us considered it as necessary national 

insurance, for no price would seem too high to pay for the right 

(- as a free people to liVe in peace. 

But while we think nothing of paying whatever price is 

asked of us for peace, we do not consider the Nation's health in 

the same terms. In fiscal 1961, for example, the Government spent 

a mere $560 million to d~fend us against all the diseases that kill 

and cripple us -- diseases which each year take a far bigger toll 

of American lives than the combined total we have lost in all the 

wars we have fought. 

In 1959 alone, 838,970 Americans lost their lives through 

heart and circulatory diseases roughly one death every half 
( 
"-/ minute of every hour of every day during the year. In that same 

year, we also lost 259,090 persons as a result of cancer. Other 

diseases accounted for an additional 201,000 deaths. 

Added to this fearsome toll are more than 31,800,000 

Amer.icans who are suffering from some disease-caused disability. 

Some of these disabilities are the painful kinds, like arthritis 

and rheumatism; other may be mental disorders which, though perhaps 

without pain, are just as disturbing to the life of the human being 

involved. 

J If an enemy air attack were to erase and disable as many 

American lives, we would mobilize our entire national strength to 

repel and smite the invader. Yet the funds appropriated by the 

MORE ..... MORE 
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Congress for the support of medical research, although substantial, 

are still not sufficient to assure the full utilization of the 

Nation's potential for an attack on all diseases. 

Today we spend vast sums of money for space exploration. 

We know it is imperative that we spend these sums if we are to keep 

abreast of other powers in the race for the moen. And we are elec

trified by the spectacular ride of an astronaut into the fringes of 

outer space. But in the course of human events the conquering of 

cancer would actually be of far greater significance. 

Certainly, the entire world was stirred when Dr. Jonas 

Salk announced that he had perfected a vaccine against polio. But 

because the scourge of polio has been all but wiped out in this 

country, we have forgotten that the cost of conquering this dreaded 

disease was met in the main through private contributions. The 

reason for this was that Gove~~ent funds for this battle were 

never sufficient for the research involved. 

Economy at the expense of human life is the worst kind of 

extravagance. When so many Americans are suffering from cancer, 

( __ j heart disease and mental illness, it is penny-wise and pound 

-" 

foolish not to forge ahead in medical research. Surely, the 

Government has a moral obligation in this respect. 

But aside from the moral aspect involved, it makes good 

business sense for the Government to invest more money in medical 

research o It should be evident to all that the people whose lives 

will be saved, and whose health will be improved by such research, 

will be able to pay into the Treasury taxes many times greater in 

amount than the cost of these progLams in medical research. 
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S CALL TO ARMS E)~LAINED 
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Within the next few weeks the lives of many young West 

Virginians may be temporarily discommoded by a Presidential call to 

anns, as our country firms up her determination to resist Communist 

threats against the freedom of West Berliners. 

This call to service will be in the form of increased draft 

quotas, and in the activation of some units of the Ready Reserve --

the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard. The period of 

active service can be as much as one year from the date of call. In 

'addition, enlistment periods of some current members of the Armed 

Forces may be extended for as much as one year. Not all such 

enlistments will be extended. 

The call to active duty, however, may be very temporary in 

nature insofar as reservists are concerned, for the intent of our 

military planners is to have their places taken by the extra draftees 

and the volunteers who sign up for regular enlistment periods. For 

this purpose, draft calls will be doubled, and then tripled, until the 

strength of our Armed Forces has been increased 9Y apprmdmately 

225,000 persons, over and above the strength previously planned. 

Nationally, not more than 250,000 reservists will be called 

to active duty with the Armed Forces. However, under the resolution 

passed by the Congress, the president can also order reserve units 

to active training for periods longer than the usual 15 or 17 days, 

in order to improve their degree of readiness. It also is possible 

for the Chief Executive to order two or more separate periods of 

active training during the fiscal year. 

According to the Department of Defense, there will be an 

order of priority in the calling up of reservists. Among the ready 

MORE ••• MORE 
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reservists, an effort will be made to use drill-paid reservists 

. before calling nondrill~paid reservists. This system is said to 

be the most equitable way of activating the various units. 

Draft inductees, under the law, may not be sent out of the 

country unless they have had 4 months of training. Most reservists 

have already had six months of training. 

Whatever action the President may take with regard to the 

duty periods of reservists will depend, of course, on the state of 

("" world affairs. But the reemployment rights of those called to 

\ 

service will be protected o 

Today, we have an armed force of 2,493,000, and we plan, 

during this fiscal year, to go to a force of 2,743,000. If the 

Berlin crisis should ease, it is unlikely that there will be an.y 

reduction in this figure of preparedness, because the aggressive _ 

surge of the new imperialism of Soviet Russia can be expected to 

become evident in other parts of the world. 

In fashioning stronger manpower for our Armed Forces, and in 

enriching our programs for weapons and armaments, we are stating 

emphatically to Mr. Khrushchev and his puppets, to our allies, and 

to so-called neutral nations, that we are a people with the will 

and determination to take whatever steps may be necessary -- end to 

fight, if need be that we may continue to be free and secure Q 

We w~ll continue to work and pray for peace. But the surest 

way to prevent war is to be prepared for it. 
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"HONEY" IS A PLAY OF COL"'RAGE AND A COURAGEOUS UNDERTAKING 
...,;.;,=;;.;;;... ---- - --- -- ~ - -~- -~..,.,..... 

Out of a mountain wilderness almost 100 years ago, great 

men of uncanny foresight and unbounded courage fomented a series of 

events which led to the birth of a new State. They called it West 

Virginia. 

Of these men and of this State, the first Imo~m drama of 

the Civil War -- "Honey in the Rock" -- has been written by a native 

of Welch, Kermit Hunter, under the auspices of the West Virginia 

I1istorical Drama Association. 

"Honey in the Rock" is worthy of the time and attention of 

every West Virginian. Like the courage it displays, it is a coura

geous undertaking. It is being staged each evening -- with the I, 

,exception of Mondays -- from now until Labor Day, in the heart of 

Grandview State Park located approximately 16 miles from do~mtawn 

Beckley. 

Guests are seated in comfortable chairs -- not benches --

in the beautifully constructed, n~#ly-bui1t open-air amphitheater of 

stone and stained Ponderosa pineo The amphitheater, the pride of 

Beckley, was completed in May of this year and cost $157,000. Park-

ing is no problem, for there are ample grounds surrounding the 

amphitheater, and there are many guides, dressed in Civil War garb, 

to direct persons to free parking space. 

The wire-tight tension during the period between 1861-1863 

is captured by Kermit Hunter in this powerful play. The human and 

historic themes cross and countercross, creating a powerful impact 

~hich leads to violence, confusion, and anxiety. The soul-searching 

torment of many of the people as they struggled to choose between 

separation of Western Virginia from the Mother State or secession 
MORE .... MORE 
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from the Union, between the armies of the North or 'the armies of 

the South, between loyalty to one's family or loyalty to one's 

convictions -- all are depicted in HEeney. II 

But all is not serious in "Honey." The playwright skill· 

fully peppers comic relief in many scenes~ fills the stage with 

beautiful costuoes and expert dancers, which add up to a delightfu 

and entertaining evening at the theater. 

One of the surprising elements of the evening is the 

frequent changing of stage settings. Each of the eight sets is 

mounted on wagons. Each is complete and authentic down to the 

most minute detail. Coupled with the newest concepts of lighting 

and stereophonic sound, the staging of "Honey" rises to the finest 

of Broadway standards. 

"Honey" was a big undertaking. It took $80,000 to stage 

it. The West Virginia Drama Association collected this money 

from contributions coming primarily from Beckley citizens. 

The play itself kindles a deep pride in West Virginiansc 

In "Honey" they see the recreation of the true Mountaineer spirit. 

But even more, the teamwork and the hard work, the planning and 
! 

execution of such an overwhelming project by such a small group 

of people~ demonstrate what can be done by enterprising and 

energetic West Virginians. The teamwork and initiative that it 

took to produce 1l1Ioney" kindle an even deeper kind of pride. 

As we prepare to celebrate the lOOth anniversary of the 

birth of West Virginia -- a State which was "the child of battle, 

conceived in a cauldron of fire," we shculdtake example from the 

accomplishment of the West Virginia Drama Association. 

It took a play to help boost the economy and moral 

spirit of West Virginia. It took a dedicated group of citizens to 

bring about its success. Using the same recipe with:the same 
ingredients, West Virginians can undertake other ventures -- in 
tourism t in commerce, in industry -- which could redound to the 
benefit of the State. 

The honey is in our rocks if we but look for it and 
take measures to discover &,d exploit it! 
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"PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE" IS CALLED A RUSSIAN TROJA...'IIl HORSE ___ ... __ er? ._ ~~ 

To achieve the heady promises of a classless society, 

Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev recently drafted a new program as 

an action vehicle for the Communist Party of his country. It is a 

program which all Americans should read, for it will dispel any 

doubts regarding the Kremlin's intentions to take over the world. 

Aside from the many "free" things which this new 

proclamation promises the Russian people in the "next 20 years," it 

calls upon all non-Communist countries to align themselves in 

"peaceful coexistence" with the Soviet government. The document, 

however, indulges in the usual fulminations against "capitalism" and 

"imperialism," and promises eventual victory for world Communism. 

"Peaceful coexistence" is certainly the desire of the 

United States. As a people, we would much rather spend for social 

betterment the vast sums of money we now must earmark for defense 

against a take-over of us by the Soviets. The trou~le is, however, 

that "peaceful coexistence" is merely a Russian-fasioned Trojan 

horse designed to deceive the free nations of the world. 

Khrushchev himself attests to this fact in the language of 

his program. ''Peaceful coexistence, II he writes, "constitutes a 

specific form of class struggle" -- the kind which, he professes, 

will permit countries to shift from capitalism to communism without 

a resort to war. 

In brief, what Khrushchev implies, with regard to "peaceful 

coexistence," is that it is a device by which non .... Communist countries 

can be made to submit to Soviet demands. They must do this, of 

course, if they wish to live in peace with Russia. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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Countries not wishing for this kind of accommodation 

(' with the Soviet Union -- like not agreeing to her demands for the 

l 
\ 

"-' 

I' 
:.... 

.' 
IIliberation of the people of West Berlin from the yoke of 

capitalist imperialism" -- are assured by Khrushchev that they will 

eventually be swept out of existence by the "power of social 

reformism" -- meaning, Communism. The long-range Soviet strategy, 

he continued, is still the Hadvancement of socialism" until a 

classless society is achieved throughout the world. 

This new program by Khrushchev is merely a more 

sophisticated plan for a world-wide takeover by Communism than any 

previously proffered by Kremlin leaders. However, because it 

reemphasizes the Kremlin's determination to "overtake the United 

States in all fields of production," and thus weaken our position 

as the leader of the free world, the sheer grimness of the Soviet 

effort will increasingly pervade every facet of our existence. It 

is a challenge which we may face for a long time to come, unless 

Khrushchev decides to substitute bombs for bluster. 

Today, we are meeting this challenge through foreign 

aid programs, through a strengthening of domestic social welfare 

programs, through the revitalization of our homefront economy, and 

through a stronger and more determined posture of national defense. 

But let us never be deceived by I<hrushchev's plaintive 

pleas for "peaceful coexistence," Russian style. It is a Trojan 

horse that can lead to our destruction~ 
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WE ARE REACHING FOR TUE MOON -- AND NONE TOO SOON! 
-~ .....,......-,~ -...:-~-- .... 

Throughout the centuries people have negated seemingly 

incredible ambitions by likening them to "reaching for the moon." 

However, some new form of easy derision will have to be invented. 

Today, we are not only earnestly reaching for the moon, but we also 

( expect to get there! 

( 
\, 

\. . ./ 

This serious undertaking has come about none too soon, 

for our total application to this effort may determine whether we 

remain a first-rate independent Nation, or become part of a 

totalitarian form of world government. Russian competition in this 

direction leaves us no alternative. 

The decision to reach for the moon is comparable to the 

decision our Nation made regarding the airplane after World War 1. 

If that historic decision had not been made at the conclusion of 

that conflict, it would be difficult to imagine at what stage our 

aircraft development would be today. In fact, without the benefit 

of our airpower through the years, it is entirely possible that we 

would be existing today only as a satellite Nation. 

Now that the decision has been made to reach the moon, 

and to explore it, the measuring spoon of our success will be the 

unbounded support that all of us give to this venture. We dare not 

be frugal with funds or manpower, for the nation reaching the moon 

first may control the earth. 

The So~ets already have the ability to thrust seven 

tons or more of payload into orbit. In effect, this gives them an 

ability to design a space-craft sufficiently large to house nuclear 

weapons and other kinds of ominous equipment. All they msy need, 
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now, is the ability to attain a space platform, such as the moon, 
.-

from which to launch deadly destruction on selected earth targets. 

Thus, our determination to make the daring- leap into 

the far reaches of outer space is not without urgency. While it 

is not being made for war-like purposes, its achievement will 

certainly deter any contemplated aggression by the Communists. 

Our efforts to establish ourselves on the moon will 

continue to exhibit our respect for human life. Before we send 

men to that satellite, we will first send an unmanned vehicle 

around the moon to gather photographic data as to its surface. 

The intention, then, is to follow this up with a manned space-

craft which will circle the moon and gather additional data. 

~inally, we will attempt to land a manned space-craft on that 

satellite, and return the vehicle and the men to earth. 

Our hope is to have a man on the moon before this decade 

ends. As of this moment, it looks as though that goal will be 

reached. Within the next few weeks we will begin static, or 

stationary, tests of a prototype of the great F-l engine. This 

single-chamber engine will generate some 1.5 million pounds of 

thrust. A cluster of eight such engines~7-well become the first 

stage of a rocket that will put our first space ship on the moon. 

The thought of reaching for the moon is a breath-taking 

one. But it is a task worthy of the American people. We are a 

Nation dedicated to the betterment of mankind, and our venture into 

space will serve this purpose only. If we succeed in reaching that 

satellite before the Russians, the freedom of free men will have 

been made more secure. 

30 



(~ 

/ 
\ 

( 

·il;-... 

From the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C" BYRlJ 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. c. 

Volume I -- Number 35 

BYRD I S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

9-1-61 

SPACE SPENDING ~ f\QVANCE CIVILIZATION TO ~ "HIGH GROlj'ND" 

During~the next five years our Government will spend an 

extra $7 to $9 billion to accelerate our space efforts. An additional 

$679 million has been allotted for the program in the current fiscal 

year, which began on July 1. 

Such present and planned expenditures have caused some 

people to wonder whether we have lost our national sobriety in this 

effort to meet and to surpass Russia's spectacular space probes. 

This, of course, is not the case. 

We are told by both military men and scientists that 

the nation that dominates the earth 10 years from now will dominate 

it through space -- through a capacity of launching space ships that 

can circle the globe and fire nuclear warheads at targets on earth. 

These men should know what they are talking about, for they are the 

ones who have sent our many satellites into spacial orbit, ru~d who 

have made it possible for our Astronauts to safely touch sub-orbital 

levels and return to earth. 

However, our space programs, while firmly embodied with 

military applications, have as their basic purposes the advancement 

of our civilization to a higher plateau of enriching accomplishments. 

The successful launching of two weather satellites, TIROS I 

and II, is aiding us to understand the basic atmospheric changes which 

produce our weather. TIROS III, a kind of hurricane hunter, may bri~g 

us closer to the day when we can change the course of storms, provide 

rain for parched or arid areas, and benefit agriculture at a level 

never before dreamed possible. 
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TRANSIT, the navigational satellite, with expected 
. 

improvements, holds the promise of a revolutionary land, sea, and 

air navigational system. It may make possible instantaneous, ,.' '. c 

accurate positioning through the use of inexpensive radio receivers. 

Perfection of this satellite would be a tremendous boon to shipping, 

aircraft, to surveyors, and others. 

ECHO, which was successfully launched into orbit early last 

year, is still being used for bouncing radio beams. It already is 

responsible for current development efforts with more sophisticated 

satellites. One of these is expected to be able to handle more than 

100 million overseas telephone conversations a year. In 1960, our 

combined underwater cable system and radio system was able to handle 

about 3 million overseas conversations. 

Another outgrowth of ECHO will be a satellite which will 

enable television signals to be sent to any part of the globe. Thus, 

it would be possible for a Presidential message, or an important 

American statement, to be beamed instantaneously to every television 

set in the world. 

An additional development may make it possible, by 1965, 

for us to receive facsimile editions of newspapers from the capitals 

of the world on our television sets. This could foster better under-

standing of the aims and aspirations of other peoples, and erase 

possible areas of distrust and suspicion. 

Certainly, our space program is costly; but the promises it 

holds for us, and the benefits which we shall reap from it, make its 

price infinitesimal for us and our posterity. 
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WEST VIRGINIA HILLS OFFER INDUSTRY BEST ATOM BOHB SECURITY - ---. ~ ---~ 
Our scientists tell us that the estimated fatal flash area 

of the newer type nuclear bomb is from 20 to 40 miles in diameter 

from the point of ground contact. Thus, the old saying, "A miss is 

as good as a mile," may be true insofar as a bullet is concerned, 

but not when it comes to a nuclear bomb. In such an instance, a miss 

can be as deadly effective as a direct hit -- especially if the 

topography of the target area is flat. 

This fact can hurry the turning wheel of West Virginia's 

fortune, for the hills and valleys of our State offer the Nation more 

than gratifying beauty. They offer industrial security as well. 

Today, the intercontinental ballistic missile in the arsenal 

of our potential enemy has a range in excess of 6,000 miles. In this 

long flight, the smallest fraction of deviation is more possible than 

i1 not. For this reason, all claims made for fired missiles (including 

those made by our country) is that they '~ave hit within the target 

area" -- meaning, of course, that they have hit close enough so that 

the aimed-for target would have been covered by the fatal nuclear 

flash. 

Only in a mountainous area like West Virginia could a bomb 

miss of more than a mile result in almost no blast damage to an 

industry which may be on the other side of a mountain, or two 

mountains removed from the bomb's impact area. 

There would, of course, still be the deadly nuclear lifallout li 

to contend with, but not the shattering, burning blast of the bomb 

itself. The natural shield of mountains would absorb and deflect 

most of the shock and flame. 
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Even fallout contamination would be short-lived in West 
.-

Virginia because of the unusually good drainage which Nature has 

afforded.:'our h:ll1s and. valleys. In all of the State there is .;. 

little or no swampland to be found. The rains would flush out any 

contamination and carry it off to the sea, leaving our mountains 

and hollows "clean" for continuing industrial effort. 

Moreover, our mountains can provide natural aid raid 

shelters, in that level "drifts" can be excavated, with the 

natural limestone overburden sufficiently thick to prevent bomb 

damage. 

In the event of a war, the victory of our Nation may 

hinge upon the security of our industry. If our industrial might 

can be protected from injury, the eventual defeat of an enemy is 

certain. 

While much thought has been given to the protection of 

our civilian population, in the event of war, little thought has 

been given to the protection of our industries. But time is 

running out on us. The spectre of war becomes more stark with 

each passing day_ The time for doing . something about this 

situation is now. 

The businessmen and industrialists of this Nation must 

assume the responsibility of seeking the best possible means for 

protecting our production facilities. The hills and valleys of 

West Virginia offer such protection. Their silent strength can 

prove mightier than the most fearsome weapon devised by man. 
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EAST BERLIN IS NEW SOVIET SHOWCASE OF REPRESSION 
-.-..... -------- - ~ - =-. --

.. -' If ever there were any doubt that every Communist country 
" 

is a prison, it should be dispelled for all time by the barbed wire 

entanglements and the five foot high concrete block walls which fence 

off East Berliners from relatives, friends, and jobs, in West Berlin. 

In fact, East Berlin has become a showcase of Soviet repression, an 

exhibit of human enslavement for all the world to view. 

But there is a savage lesson which the Communists will one 

day learn. They will find that, while they can force the imprison-

ment of the bodies of men and women, they cannot imprison their 

minds. As the British poet, Oscar Wilde, once wrote: 

IiStone walls do not a prison make, 
N . b II Lor 1ron ars a cage ••• 

In all of history, no dictator, or social order based on 

human enslavement, has ever been able to chain the souls of people 

who yearn to be free. None was ever able to fully quench the burning 

desire for human dignity, for liberty, and for the pursuit of 

happiness. The human need for freedom, it seems, is as much a part 

of man as any vital body organ. He functions poorly without it, or 

not at all. 

This is attested to by the contrast between East and West 

Berlin -- a contrast starkly evident long before the barbed wire and 

cement walls were erected. In East Berlin, as in East Germany, 

despite two "Five Year plans,tI the people are no better off today 

than they were shortly after the conclusion of the war. There are 

serious food shortages, much unemployment, and a shoddyness in c10th-

ing that emphasizes the grim living conditions of the social order 

under which the Communist masters force people to live. 
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On the other hand, there is an affluence in West Berlin 

that cannot be denied. There is a shortage·of labor; there is the 

hustle and bustle of prosperity; there is ttle gayness of well-fed, 

well-clothed people, happy with themselves and with life in general. 

They are a progressive people. 

In this contrast between the two Berlins is an example of 

what happens when liberty and freedom are abrogated or circumvented 

-- a contrast for the entire world to see, for liberty is synonymous 

with progress, and freedom can lead to prosperity and well-being. 

Of course, Red China has long been a showcase of terrify-

(C ing forms of Communist suppression of freedom and liberty. At 

present, this suppression is taking a terrible toll of lives as a 

result of famine -- a famine cause~ in the main, by the unwillingness 

of people to conscientiously work under conditions of enslavement and 

regimentation. Now, bubonic plague, a sister of famine, has struck 

the people of Red China. Thus, for the greater glory of a social 

system that denies what men seek most -- liberty and freedom --

thousands upon thousands of people will peri.::1h in deaths more 

horrible perhaps than those which can be inflicted by war. 
\. 

Let us never forget the barbed wire entanglements and the 

concrete walls ar.ound East Berlin. Let us never forget, too, that 

freedom is indivisible, and that what has happened to the East 

Germans and the people of Red China can also happen to us, if we do 

not strengthen ourselves in every possible manner. 
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LOCAL INITIATIVE' IS HELD KEY TO AREA REDEVELOPMENT 
...-=:;:: - ---....- --- -- -- =-

In every sense of the word, the Area Redevelopment Act is a 

"grass-roots" piece of legislation. The basic process by which it 

will operate places great responsibility on local initiative. 

After a local community is designated as a redevelopment 

area, local leaders must develop an over-all economic development 

program for the area which must be approved by the State in which 

the area is located, and which must be submitted to the Area 

Redevelopment Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

When this over-all program is approved by the Area Redevelop-

ment Administration, the local community will develop industrial and 

commercial projects consistent with the over-all economic develop-

ment program and secure endorsement by the West Virginia Department 

of Commerce before submittal to the Area Redevelopment Administration 

for approval. 

Many areas already have active development groups. In most 

areas there are also numerous political subdivisions and jurisdic-

tions. If redevelopment programs for the entire redevelopment area 

are to succeed, the various existing groups must work together in 

harmony with an over-all redevelopment organization that is 

representative of the area as a whole. Such an organization would 

serve as the prime mover, as well as the contact point, with the 

West Virginia Department of Commerce, and the Administrator of the 

Area Redevelopment Administration. 

The basic elements of an over-all economic development 

program include a review of the economic situation, a summary of the 

problems and needs, the economic potentials in light of resources, 

markets, and labor skills, economic development objectives, and most 
MORE ••• MORE 
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responsibilities. 

The over-all economic development program will vary from 

one area to another. The problems and needs of each area differ, 

and each redevelopment area· has a unique combination of physical 

environment, natural resources, human skills, available markets, 

and economic, social, and political institutions. 

Five broad types of assistance are available under the 

Area Redevelopment Act: 

1. Loans for industrial and commercial projects 
2. Loans and grants for public facilities 
3. Technical assistance 
4. Occupational training 
5. Retraining subsistence payments 

Even the most enthusiastic supporters of area redevelopment 

legislation do not expect that the new program will solve all the 

chronic unemployment problems of all eligible areas. They do 

believe, however, that Federal assistance can materially help those 

communities and States willing to work hard for their own economic 

improvement. This is a long-range program of creative area 

economic redevelopment -- as distinct from a short-term, anti-

recession program. 
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BOND PURCHASING PROGRAM FINDS WEST VIRGINIANS IN FOREFRONT 
~-- .......... - - ----- - - --

When it comes to strengthening our country's power for 

peace, the people of West Virginia have achieved a kind of national 

distinction. They have done so through a rather remarkable record 

of thrift in the form of United States Savings bonds purchases 

and J this, in the face of grim, statewide, economic distress. 

Last year, for example, West Virginians bought some $48\ 

million of the U. S. Savings Bonds sold in this country. This 

represents 1.12 per cent of Savings Bonds sales, although our 

State's estimated population is only 1.02 per cent of the country's 

population. 

The record is more impressive when one considers that from 

May 1941, the start of the current bond program, through June 1961, 

West Virginians put away over $1,072,000,000 in Series E and H 

Savings Bonds alone. Their purchases of other series bonds, now 

discontinued or matured, amounted to millions of dollars more. 

In the first six months of this year, despite hard times, 

sales of Series E and 11 bonds in the State totalled more than 

$25,563,000 -- only one per cent below the State's total purchases 

for the first half of 1960. In the words of a Treasury Department 

official, "This is a conspicuous achievement in both thrift and in 

aid to our country." 

Today, West Virginia~s, together with other Americans, 

own some $44 billion worth of Series E and H Savings Bonds. This 

represents about 20 per cent of the public held portion of the 

national debt. Economists say that this makes for a solid 

foundation for the entire national debt to rest upon, since it is 

in the hands of individual citizens. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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Of course, bond savings spells more security for the savers 

and their families -- more personal freedom, too) from financial 

worries, and more opportunities for betterment in the future. But, 

at the same time, it also spells a determination to help keep 

America strong by providing our Government with the money it needs 

for military defense and for aid to other free nations in the 

current world contest with Communist imperialism. 

We are new faced with some of the most critical problems of 

our national existence -- in fact, with that very existence at stake. 

(--- While our country is extending a helping hand to econcmically 
\ , 

( distressed Americans, through various programs of assistance -- such 

as Area Redevelopment, Aid to Dependent Children of Unemployed 

Parents, etc. -- it needs, in turn, the helping hand of its citizenry. 

It needs a greater volume of Savings Bonds sales. 

The fine record of bond purchases made by West Virginians is 

symbolic of the way the people of our State think and act for their 

own good and the general good. It demonstrates both a practical 

and patrictic apprcach to the spirit of freedom -- freedom from 

lo1ant, and freedom from Communist enslavement. 

( 
'- But now, more than ever before, the purchase of Savings 

Bonds should be uppermost in our minds. We cannot build security 

for ourselves and the free peoples of the world by wishing. The 

price of peace, unfortunately, must be met by dollars for defense. 

-- 30 --
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The communist threat to our security, as symbolized by 

the manufactured situation in Berlin and the resumption of atomic 

testing by Russia, is not the only crisis our country faces today. 

Our Nation also faces a moral crisis of tremendous proportions. 

Today, many of the novels published in our country seem 

to be deliberately loaded with smut--a necessary ingredient, it 

would seem, for the attainment of a position on the "best seller 's~' 

list. And as for our movies, perversion and passion seem to be 

,the critical criteria for the achievement of a box office hit, 

This moral decay is heightened by the fact that deliberate 

bad taste has even become the national advertising absolute for 

ascending sales in almost every product. It is given additional 

weight by the fact that product sales over television seem to 

depend on story scripts loaded with mayhem and murder. 

Cicero once wisely noted: 11.. weakness takes a 

pleasure to indulge itself; and having imperceptibly launched out 

into the main ocean, can find no place to stop." We can rightly 

wonder if our indulgence in smut :'literature", in movies keyed to 

lust and perversion, and in TV shows which offer murder and mayhem 

for family entertainment, has not already reached a point where it 

can find no place to stop. 

Our young people are not living in a vacuum, They are 

living in the same daily world we live in. Thus, if we do not 

resent the floodtide of vulgarity and perversion, smut, maYhem and 

murder, to Which we and they are constantly exposed, how can we 

prevent their ready acceptance of immorality as a way of life? 

MORE •• , MORE 
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Juvenile delinquency is a complicated problem, and there 

is often a series of factors which can cause anti-social actions . 
by our youth. But psychiatrists have pointed out that a 

perfectly healthy child, constantly exposed to smut, can be turned 

into an immoral and distorted creature. 

Nationally, the percentage of rapists under 20 has more 

than doubled since 1940. Yet police officials state that 

virtually every rapist has a record of an affinity for obscene 

lite~ature and lurid photographs. 

This relationship between crime and smut should make us 

aware that to successfully combat one we must strive mightily to 

eliminate the other. In this instance, what we do to eliminate 

vulgarity and immorality in movies,magazines, books, television, 

and in advertising, will payoff in huge tax savings through less 

crime. More importantly, it will payoff in a stronger, more 

vital America. 

We face enormous economic and social problems, not only 

in our country, but also in almost every area of the world. We 

are seeking to solve those problems in the most moral and ethical 

( way we know, using as standards our own high-principled backgrounds. 

Tomorrow, however, our children may face equally difficult 

problems when they assume the leadership of our Nation. Will they 

have the necessary moral and ethical integrity with which to 

rightly deal with them? They will--if we face up to our 

responsibilities and overcome the current national slide toward 

indifference to standards of decency. 

--30--
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BEATING RUSSIA TO NOON HELD VITAL TO OUR COUNTRY'S FUTURE - ~ -~--~--------- --

Our country is redoubling its efforts to place a man on the 

moon at the earliest possible date. The reason for this is the 

fear that prior occupation of that satellite by the Russians may 

preclude our use of it for both national defense purposes and as a 

(" base for explorations elsewhere in the solar system. 

( Russia's recent action in shutting off East Berlin to all 

;Ci 

outsid8"I's has emphasized the fact that she can be expected to ex-

elude other nations from territory she occupies first. Thus, if her 

astronauts reach the moon before ours do, she may claim exclusive 

territorial rights and bar American landings on that satellite. 

Aside from its military value as a ready-made space platform 

within relatively easy reaching distance from the earth, the moon 

is unique in that its low gravity makes it an ideal area for 

take-offs and landings requiring far less energy than those under-

taken on earth. Thus, as a refueling depot for space ships seeking 

to explore, say, Mars or Venus, it would enable such vehicles to 

carry the larger kinds of payloads needed for reaching distant 

planets. 

For sheer military value, however, occupation of the moon is 

held to be without equal. Any nation reaching its surface can 

probably make obsolete any military defense system, including those 

based on the nuclear bomb and the ballistic missile. This can be 

done, it is believed, by aiming a missile at an earth objective, and 

with the help of our planet's strong gravitational pull, smash down 

destruction with a~ost pinpoint accuracy. 

MORE • • • MORE 
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The importance of the moon also lies in the fact that it 

may be a vast storehouse of new or useful natural resources. Some of 
.-

these resources may be the kinds that can help make inter-terrestrial 

flights easy happeningsc 

For example, scientists now say it is entirely probably that 

liquid hydrogen can be manufactured on the moon. A few years ago, 

this was not believed possible, because of the held theory that the 

moon contained no water. However, Russia's rocket photos of the 

moon indicate that some of the lunar surface may be water. 

Liquid hydrogen can be manufactured from water. Therefore, 

(--. if liquid hydrogen can be manufactured on the moon, it would obviate 
( 

the need for sending tanker ships from the earth to refuel space 

ships, or to fuse missiles for flights. This fact alone makes the 

moon an invaluable piece of real estate to possess, for military as 

well as scientific reasons. 

With the moon as a space platform, an entirely fresh 

approach to national prosperity and well-being can take place. The 

need for vast arsenals of armaments can give way to the production of 

more useful and durable public facilities, such as schools, libraries, 

<=> hospitals, etc. 

Thus, for us, reaching the moon as quickly as possible is 

not an exercise in the spectacular. Instead, it is a compelling drive 

to preserve our Nation. The other benefits which will accrue from 

our reaching the moon first will merely highlight the fact that this 

effort was also based on the American concept that new freedoms for 

mankind are to be found in new ventures. 

--30--

(-



( 

( 

( 

( 

~'From the Office of m~ITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

',I).,. 

Volume I -- Number 42 10~20-61 

BYRD I S EYE VIEW--
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR'ROBERT-C. BYRD 

COUNTERFEITING INCREASING BUT SO ARE ARRESTS BY SECRET SERVICE ........ _ .W ____ -._, ___ _ _ __ ....-

Manufacturers of phony money have been working in high gear 

during the past 18 months, furiously attempting to get rich quick 

by passing off spurious currency on unsuspecting, complacent 

businessmen and their employees. Their successes, however, have not 

been outstanding, thanks to the :tremenaously effective work of the 

U. S. Secret Service. 

Last year, Secret Service agents seized $2,179,000 in 

counterfeit notes, capturing $1,632,000 before they could be placed 

in circulation. llowever, $547,000 was passed to merchants and 

cashiers, much to their later surprise. The total of phony money 

seized and passed, though, was more than double that for the previous 

year. 

Americans engaged in counterfeiting last year increased by 

44 per cent over 1959, for a total of 595. This year's final 

figures may be even greater. But the Secret Service has been 

successful in obtaining convictions in 99 per cent of the cases 

brought to court. Nonetheless, the need for closer examination of 

money being offered us should become a habit, rather than a matter 

of indifference. 

Merchants and others are too often prone to accept large 

bills in payment for goods or services without close examination, 

because the individual passing the money looks ordinary and trust-

worthy. These "harmless looking" individuals, however, em sometimes 

prove to be the agents for counterfeiters. Counterfeit rings operate 

in just such a manner. 

Last year, for example, a group of counterfeiters started 

the circulation of spurious $20 bills in West Virginia, and from our 
MORE ••• }10RE 
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State they fanned out to other areas. Subsequently, the Secret 

Service arrested 32 persons who comprised this ring. All of them 
~ 

looked like Hnice ti people -- even the manufacturer of the plates· 

fram which these bills were printed. 

In another case last year, three men were arrested in 

New Jersey for manufacturing"and distributing counterfeit $20 notes. 

But they had more than 100 agents working for them -- ordinary men 

and women who were successful in heavily circulating this spurious 

money along the East Coast, until they were caught and convicted. 

Learning to distinguish the difference between genuine 

and counterfeit money can spare any person from being victimized. 

11ere is what the Secret Service offers as pointers to help detect 

counterfeit bills: 

1) If the bill offered looks dull, smudgy, or un-

naturally white, scratchy, with lines irregular and broken, the 

bill may be a phony. 

2) If the portrait on the bill merges into the back-

ground, and if the eyes of the portrait do not appear lifelike, 

the bill is likely the handiwork of a counterfeiter. 

3) If the saw-tooth points on the colored seal are 

uneven or broken off, or if the serial numbers are poorly printed, 

badly spaced, uneven in appearance, the bill is spurious. 

4) Look for genuine color threads imbedded in the paper. 

Make sure that tllese are not being imitated by very small red and 

blue ink lines. 

The Secret Service says that a good admonition to bear in 

mind is that not all strangers are counterfeiters, but all 

counterfeiters are likely to be strangers. 

--30--
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DRUG ADDICTION IN U. S. SHOWS CONTINUING ANNUAL DECLINE - --
Despite the efforts of Communist China to weaken the 

, 1 1 (moral fiber of America through illicit shipments of narcotics to 

this country, drug addiction in the United States has been on the 

(~ 

( 

,.-. ~,"i 

l, 

(,-

decline for the past several years. This, of course, must be 

very disheartening to the overlords of our crime syndicates, 

whose ill-gotten wealth depends on an ever-increasing number of 

narcotics users. 

But, since Congress enacted the Federal Narcotics Control 

Act of 1956, which provides minimum mandatory penalties for 

unlawful sale of narcotics, "pushers" of narcotic drugs have 

found it an easy way to attain long jail terms. This law, 

buttressed by similarly severe State narcotic control laws, such 

as that of the State of Ohio, has been the chief weapon by which 

both illicit traffic and addiction have been notably reduced. 

MOst significantly, these laws have been responsible for 

the greatly decreased addiction among teenagers--an addiction 

which had been on the increase from the end of World War II, and 

which reached its peak about 1952. The laws now deal harshly 

with offenders caught trying to IIhookll our youngsters. 

Heroin is the preferred narcotic of addicts. This drug, 

which cannot legally be manufactured in the United States, must 

therefore be smuggled into our country. Red China, despite U. S. 

protests to the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs, bas 

been the source of increasing attempts to smuggle large quantities 

of heroin into our Pacific Coast ports. These shipments usually 

originate in Hong Kong. 

MJRE ••• MORE 



( 
( 

'if"" 
BYRD'S EYE VIEW -- Add 1 

In 1959, the U, S. Bureau of Narcotics concluded an 

investigation of the smuggling from Communist China of 270 pounds 

of heroin over a period of 6 years. Twenty-one Chinese con-

spirators--12 of them residents of Hong Kong, Macao, and 

Shanghai--were responsible for bringing this staggering quantity 

of the drug into our country. 

A pound of beroin, it should be noted, contains 7,000 

grains. However, for street-level consumption by addicts, drug 

peddlers dilute this down to 70,000 shots of one-tenth of a grain 

each. Thus, the 270 pounds of heroin illicitly smuggled into 

our country represented approximately 18,900,000 shots: 

Although Federal and State laws are succeeding in 

reducing addiction on a nation-wide basis, high rates of addiction 

still prevail in a few metropolitan areas where gangster elements 

are still powerful. However, new proposed Federal crime laws, 

once they are passed by Congress, can be expected to place 

additional effective curbs on the odious activities of these 

unjai1ed criminals. 

Of the 44,906 active addicts in our country at the end 

(J of 1960, 46 per cent live in the metropolitan centers of New York 

C~, 

State; 16.5 in such centers in California; 14.5 per cent in 

Illinois; and 4.5 per cent in Michigan. MOre than half of these 

addicts are between the ages of 21 and 30. 

The number of active addicts in West Virginia, in 1959, 

was 5. However, none has been reported for 1960 or 1961. This 

speaks for the fact that the criminal syndicates have not found 

our State a good place for their corrupting activities. 

--30--
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The communist threat to our security, as symbolized by 

the manufactured situation in Berlin and the resumption of atomic 

testing by Russia, is not the only crisis our country faces today. 

Our Nation also faces a moral crisis of tremendous proportions. 

Today, many of the novels published in our country seem 

to be deliberately loaded with smut--a necessary ingredient, it 

would seem, for the attainment of a position on the "best seller 's~' 

list. And as for our movies, perversion and passion seem to be 

,the critical criteria for the achievement of a box office hit, 

This moral decay is heightened by the fact that deliberate 

bad taste has even become the national advertising absolute for 

ascending sales in almost every product. It is given additional 

weight by the fact that product sales over television seem to 

depend on story scripts loaded with mayhem and murder. 

Cicero once wisely noted: 11.. weakness takes a 

pleasure to indulge itself; and having imperceptibly launched out 

into the main ocean, can find no place to stop." We can rightly 

wonder if our indulgence in smut :'literature", in movies keyed to 

lust and perversion, and in TV shows which offer murder and mayhem 

for family entertainment, has not already reached a point where it 

can find no place to stop. 

Our young people are not living in a vacuum, They are 

living in the same daily world we live in. Thus, if we do not 

resent the floodtide of vulgarity and perversion, smut, maYhem and 

murder, to Which we and they are constantly exposed, how can we 

prevent their ready acceptance of immorality as a way of life? 

MORE •• , MORE 



~ 

( 
( 

'ii}., 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW -- Add 1 

Juvenile delinquency is a complicated problem, and there 

is often a series of factors which can cause anti-social actions . 
by our youth. But psychiatrists have pointed out that a 

perfectly healthy child, constantly exposed to smut, can be turned 

into an immoral and distorted creature. 

Nationally, the percentage of rapists under 20 has more 

than doubled since 1940. Yet police officials state that 

virtually every rapist has a record of an affinity for obscene 

lite~ature and lurid photographs. 

This relationship between crime and smut should make us 

aware that to successfully combat one we must strive mightily to 

eliminate the other. In this instance, what we do to eliminate 

vulgarity and immorality in movies,magazines, books, television, 

and in advertising, will payoff in huge tax savings through less 

crime. More importantly, it will payoff in a stronger, more 

vital America. 

We face enormous economic and social problems, not only 

in our country, but also in almost every area of the world. We 

are seeking to solve those problems in the most moral and ethical 

( way we know, using as standards our own high-principled backgrounds. 

Tomorrow, however, our children may face equally difficult 

problems when they assume the leadership of our Nation. Will they 

have the necessary moral and ethical integrity with which to 

rightly deal with them? They will--if we face up to our 

responsibilities and overcome the current national slide toward 

indifference to standards of decency. 
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THE RUSSIAN GIANT HAS FEET OF ClAY 

Aside from the intense de-Stalinization campaign which 

has been going on in the Soviet Union during the past several 

years -- and only recently made known to the Russian people --

the myth of Russian unity has never been so exposed as it is 

at present. It is already possible to see burgeoning outlines 

of political and social ferment in the land of the Soviets. 

Astute Western observers of the Russian scene believe 

that while the unrest of the Russian people is made by the 

current Kremlin leaders to appear as political disgust with 

old Stalinist policies -- and with the old-time adherents of 

those policies -- the underlying unrest really stems from a 

yearning for more freedom by Russians in general and for a 

more rapid improvement of their economic lot. 

Perhaps no Russian is more aware of this than Khrushchev 

himself. For this reason he has been stumping Russia in a 

manner never undertaken by any of his predecessors, trying to 

persuade his listeners to believe that the Soviets are 

supermen as to space and science achievements. At the same 

time, he has been making what can be called "pie-in-the-sky~1 

promises of free food, rent-free apartments, and other free 

things, within 20 years, as a result of "Socialist progress." 

However, neither the gilded glories of Soviet space 

and science achievements, nor the glittering promises of 

MORE ••• MORE 
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nfreeH everything in the distant future seem to be appeasing 

the Russian people. Soviet agricultural programs are still 

dismal failures, consumer goods are still shoddy and 

inadequate, and the entire Soviet system of distribution 

is still one of painful confusion. People still stand in 

long and slow-moving lines to buy food and other essentials, 

and, despite growing families, must still crowd themselves 

into one-bedroom apartments. 

Moreover, the Russian people, who can see at first hand 

the shortcomings of their own economic system, must feel 

uneasy when they hear Khrushchev utter the strange half

truths and bald lies with which he believes he is cunningly 

deceiving the nations of the free world. No doubt they feel 

that he must be using the same propaganda technique to allay 

their own fears that conditions for them will never really 

improve under Communist slavery. 

Because Khrushchev's promises are basically lies, they 

must eventually smash themselves against the hard wall of 

reality. For example, the promise of free food 20 years 

hence would be an impossible condition to fulfill, for 

several hard-nose reasons. For one, the vagaries of Soviet 

agriculture are not likely to lessen because of the tightly 

controlled system of collective farming and State farming. 

Agriculture is still the Achilles heel of the Soviet system. 

In all of her 5-year plans, Russia has never come even close 

to meeting her farming goals in any agricultural commodity. 

Today, 47 per cent of Russia's meat, 49 per cent of her 

milk, 82 per cent of her eggs, 50 per cent of her green 

vegetables, and 65 per cent of her potatoes are produced by 

MORE ••• MORE 
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{ ( holders of small garden-type plots operated by individuals 

for their own profit. These individuals work on collective 

and State farms by day, and operate their small plots on an 

"after-hours" basis, proving, of course"that private 

initiative is a far more successful way to attain production, 

even in R.ussia. 

All in all, a good hard look at Russia, made objectively 

and weighed with known facts, shows her to be a giant with 

feet of clay. 

- C' 
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WEST VIRGINIA FOLK MEDICINE HELD TRIED lillD PROVED BY USAGE 
~ ~ ......... - --

In our West Virginia hills and valleys, many old-fashioned 

remedies for aches, pains, and illnesses remain with steadfast be

lief in their effectiveness, despite the nostrums and preparatory 

drugs provided by present-day medical research. The reason may be 

that they have been tried and proved by usage over the years, 

perhc:.ps through trial and error. 

A few of these old-fashioned remedies have been forerunners 

of modern medicine. For example, an old standby cure for an abscess 

has been to make a poultice of moldy bread and water. Today, 

penicillin, manufactured from mold, is perhaps a quicker, though more 

expensive way of treating an abscess. 

Among our mountain folk, a little wood charcoal, ground 
-

powder-fin~ and taken with hot sassafrass tea, is held to be a good 

cure for an upset stomach. It is interesting to note that some of 

(~, the manufactured preparations designed to alleviate stomach disorders 

contain powdered charco2l. 

'-

Coal miners hold that chewing tobacco will prevent tooth-

aches or tooth decay. Many dentists agree that for some unknown 

reason, persons who are heavy smokers, or who use chewing tobacco, are 

seldom bothered by cavities. Ilowever, they do not recommend the 

chewing of tobacco as a sure ~ay of preventing tooth decay. 

At present, there are literally hundreds of preparations 

that can be bought in any drug store as aids in fighting the common 

cold. They can be bought in the form of pills, tablets, lozenges, 

inhalants, and liquids. But an old West Virginia remedy, said to be 

an effective cold cure, is to cook a fistful of horehound (a bitter 

mint plant with hoary, downy leaves) in a pint of water, to which 
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two tablespoons of honey and one tablespoon of~tter have been added. 

This mixture is also held to be good for so~e throats and head colds. 

When it comes to curing muscle strain, many an old-timer 

in our mountains will mix a tablespoon of turpentine in a cup of 

warm, melted lard, and cover the strained muscle area with warm flannel 

saturated with the mixture. This remedy is also said to be good for 

back aches and turned ankles. 

Lumberjacks hold that the dust, or powder, of puffballs, 

that grow in the woods like large mushrooms, is good for cuts. In 

fact, medical science is currently studying this oddity of nature, 

because not only does the dust or powder of the puffball seem to have 

special healing powers; it also seems to have built-in preventives 

against infection. 

On the other hand, some farmers hold that lard mixed with 

chimney scct will not only stop a cut from bleeding, but will help it 

heal quickly. Others hold that spider webs are best for both. Each 

school of thought agrees, however, that a cut should be thoroughly 

cleansed first •. 

A West Virginia remedy held to be effective in preventing 

the shock reaction of a bee or wasp sting is the immediate drinking of 

a glass of warm milk, to which . a half teaspoonc of' "salt. has been added. 

This is followed by a poultice of vinegar, salt, and flour applied to 

the sting area. 

Of course, some folk remedies, while widely believed, are not 

necessarily good or beneficial. For example, tea brewed from dried 

wild raspberries and wild cherry tree bark is said to be a good cure 

for pneumonia. In this inst?nce, one of today's wonder drugs, 

administered by a doctor, is a more reliable remedy. 

-- 30 --
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STATE MAKING PROGRESS TOWARD GREATER USE OF TUrnER STb.NDS • __ -.s-_ ........ _ .. ~ .. ~""_ " 

West Virginia's greatest natural and renewable resource--her 

approximately 10 million acres of forestland--may soon help our 

State toward new and lasting economic gains. Two recent, important 

developments highlight this possibility. 

The first of these, and perhaps the most significant, is the 

new Forest Products Utilization Center, which the U. S. Forest 

Service is currently having constructed in the Princeton area. The 

second of these is the establishment of a wood products industry in 

Mingo County by the National Seating and Dimension Company. 

The importance of the new Forest Products Utilization Center to 

the economy of West Virginia cannot be overstated. Its long-term 

value to our State is immeasurable. It will be a constant demon-

stration point where woodland owners, sawmill operators, and wood 

products manufacturers can study and appraise the profitable 

possibilities that exist in both good and poor timber stands, as 

well as in good and poor sawed timber. 

This Center, the only one of its kind in the United States, can 

be expected to encourage the establishment of local wood products 

enterprises throughout the State. Community leaders and businessmen 

will alr:;o find the Center useful in obtaining the kinds of technical 

information they may need on timber stands and manufacturing 

f2.cl1ities. 

Moreover, the Center will be highly valuable to young people 

:Ji~Ding to establish a sawmill operation or a small wood-products 

LaT:U:Cicturinr; business. From the Center's specialists they can seek 

dtvice and guidance on all phases of their expected operations. 

MORE ••.• MORE 
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Often, small businesses are hopefully established only to end in 
.' 

failure for lack of proper guidance and advice. 

The new $1,148,000 wood products industry which is being 

established in Mingo County by the National Seating and Dimension 

Company is a recognition of the profitable possibilities that 

exist in West Virginia hardwoods. This will not be a small 

operation. The plant will probably employ about 200 workers 

within one year of operation~ and approximately 300 workers 

shortly thereafter, for its furniture, church, and schoolroom 

(': 
seating stock production. Additional employment opportunities will 

be afforded in transportation and other kinds of services. 

Enhancing the contributions which our State can make toward 

greater and more profitable utilization of its timber resources is 

the fact that a growing number of our schools now offer workshop 

instruction in woodworking. Today, 83 out of 312 of our schools 

with grades 7, 8, and 9, teach woodworking to 5,850 boys. In 

addition, 48 out of 240 of our schools with grades 10, 11, and 12, 

offer similar instruction to 1,300 boys. 

It is this kind of manpower training, together with the 

(_, valuable services to be performed by the new Forest Products 

Marketing Center at Princeton, that will bring about growing 

interest on the part of wood products industries to locate in 

West Virginia, and to use its hardwood resources • 
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In our efforts to conquer space, the attainment of necessary 

scientific goals has proved to be a boon to house~vives. Like most 0 

us, the lady of the house may be puzzled by such research terms as 

tltherma1 sheck" and "lew friction co-efficiency." But, in achieving 

laboratory answer.s to such space problems, new kitchen utensils have 

been perfected that malte cooking fer the family easier, and less 

expensive, in the long run. 

Take, for example, the greaseless frying pan. In searching 

fo~ high-teillperature insulations, our scientists discovered the 

unusual properties and capabilities of a substance knC'\om as "Teflon. H 

This substance was 'found to have the lowest co-efficient of friction 

known to man. 

In simple terms, this scientific language means that Teflon 

is extremely slippery and will not be affected by high temperatures, 

such as are created when the nose cone of a missile, or a space 

vehicle, reenters the earth's atmosphere frem outer space. 

Thus, the greaseless frying pan -- an ordinary frying pan 

with a Teflon liner -- has come into being. The extreme slipperines~ 

of Teflon makes greasing the pan unnecessary. Moreover, because 

cooking temperatures are many times less than those which Teflon can 

endure without losing its effectiveness, the greaseless frying pan 

can last forever. 

In searching for a substance 'which would withstand thermal 

shock, caused by extreme temperature changes, our scientists 

developed a ceramic coating for nose cones. This discovery has now 

been applied to kitch&iware. It has made a previously tmpossible 

kind of cooking possible. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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Today, the housewife can cook in.an attractive ceramic c container, uoe it as table service, then cover it and place it in th~: 

refrigerator for storage. She can then take the container, ice cold, 

out of the refrigerator and place it directly over stove heat, or 

in the stove oven, without its breaking. 

Advances that were discovered, through the space program, 

in the treatment of aluminum have led to greatly improved aluminum 

pots and pans, less susceptible for food acids and water tarnish. 

Manufacturers of household appliances are using the 

development of greatly miniatm::1zed,. printed electric circ'uits to 

(' perfect 1'thinkingtl kitchen equipment. For example, today' s stoves 

will automatically respond to any cooking instructions set on their 

'dials by the housewife o 

Tomorrow, as more advances are made in space technology, 

alert manufactur.ers will be quick to apply them to our everJday 

living. In the years to come, it may be possible for the house't~ife 

to decide on the family breakfast before getting out of bed. Then, 

by setting dials and pushing buttons, the mon1j.ng meal will be 

cooked and ready for serving by the time she and her family are 

f 

~ ... dressed. 
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. MORE RESTRICTIONS POSSIBLE AS OUR GOLD RESERVES GROW SnORT AGAIN 
-.-~............. -- ---

Gold today, as throughout most of man's history, is in short 

supply. This, of course, is one thtngthat makes it a metal of high 

value. 11owever, the current shortage of this metal as a medium of 

exchange is causing some concern among Government officials. 

While our stocks of gold are not critically short, there is an 

uneasiness that a disturbing shortage may arise for the United 

States -- a shortage much like that which concerned our Government 

more than a year ago. The result of that shortage was restrictions 

on dollar spending and on dollar purchases abroad. The current 

shortage may bring more such restrictions. 

To understand the problem facing our Government, it is 

necessary for one to keep in mind the following two facts: 1) Gold 

is the standard money metal of the United States, the dollar being 

the· equivFllent of o:1e-thirty-fif.~h of an ounce or gold; 2) the 

dollar price of gold is standard throughout the leading non-

e Communist nat io'q. S , ,:md the values of r.:lOst- free-nation currencies'. 

are stated in terms of that price. 

l 

At the present time, official gold holdings in the non

Communist world total $40.9 billion. The United States holds 43 
. .., . 

per cent of that total, or about $17, bflli()Q..,.. However, against 

this reserve, and subject to immediate call, if the owners so de-

sire, are $ la~-s.· b1lliot). of. foreign-owned assets in _ this -country. It 

is apparent, . therefore, that possible claims against our gold 

supply are greater than the supply itself. 

Complicating the picture is the fact that the supply of new 

gold is growing more slowly than our volume of trade, even though 

more of it is being mined than in past years. For this reason, it 

MORE ••• MORE 
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is feared that a large, continued outflow of gold from the United 

States is likely. 

.' While gold reserves do not necessarily determine a nation's 

strength in international trade, nor in its domestic progress, care 

must nonetheless be exercised if reserves are to be adequate to meet 

necessary payments. In effect, this means that care must be 

exercised in minimizing our dollar spending and dollar purchases 

abroad. 

Thus, the gold problem today has QUr Government officials 

thinking in terms of how to make the most effective use of a 

limited and slow-growing supply of the precious metal, and of how 

(' to minimize the need for transferring gold abroad. While many 

simple answers may spring to the mind, they are not as uncomplicated 

as they may appear. The world of high finance has many 

treacherous pathways, all of which the Communist countries stand 

ready to exploit. 

Our Government has met the "Gold Rush of' 1%0 " through 

several specific restrictions. These include the temporary 

reduction in the amount of duty-free goods which American ,·tourists 

can bring back to this country; the reduction in overseas military 

( spending; a requirement that United States Government credits must 
\_~j 

{ 

l 
~/ 

be utilized in this country, as well as several actions of a highly 

technical nature. 

Those restrictions, however, have not materially affected the 

current "gold rush;' which seems to arise in part from increased 

purchases by some Americans of cheaply produced foreign goods and 

materials. Imports of glass and residual oil and steel products 

are prime examples of how we spend our dwindling gold reserves 

abroad. Certainly, restrictions against such dollar spending 

would help in stabilizing our gold reserves. 
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PEACE CORP.~ II IMPROVING 1'.!1§ Il~~ .Q! ~lG!~ ~ROAD 

The Peace Corps, a pool of trained American illan and women sent 

overseas to help foreign countries meet their urgent needs fer 

~killed manpower, shows every indication of beccming one of our 

most successful undertakings in the field of foreign relations. 

Its volunteers are being looked upon, and accepted, as true 

examples of American idealism and spirit. 

So successfully have Peace Corps volun.teers demonstrated un-

selfish devotion in the fulfillr.lent of their duties that most 

nati,ons are turning cautiously devised experimental programs into 

full-fledged operations, and are asking for additional volunteers. 

In the Philippines, for example, a mode.st program, in which 

Peace Corps volunteGrs have been assigned as educaticnal aides on 

Filipino teaching staffs in four major regions, will be expanded 

up to 300 volunteers by June 1962. This is being done at the 

request of the Philippine government, which speaks of the current 

work of Corps members in most laudatory terms. 

President Alberto Lleras Camargo, of Colombia, has characterized 

the Peace Corps' efforts as ". • e the finest i.~ay in which the 

United States could prove to the humble people of this and other 

lands that the primary purpose of its international aid program is 

to build a better life in all of the free world's villages and 

neighborhoods." lIe has requested additional volunteers to help his 

country achieve improved farm productivity and better living 

standards in its rural areas. 

In Tanganyika, one of Africa's new republics, a specialized 

contingent of Peace Corps volunteers is helping to build a network 

of small farm-to-market roads. The initial work of this American 

MORE ••• MORE 
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unit has so impressed the Government of Tanganyika that it 

(r', recently redrafted its current three-year development plan to 

c_\ 

( 

incorporate Peace Corps assistance. 

Even. on the island of St. Lucia, West Indies Federation, Peace 

Corps memb~rs are in rural areas, helping to dig modern irrigation 

systems, and improve livestock and vegetable production through 

good soil practices. 

Today, Peace Corps volunteers are scattered allover the world, 

working with local people, demonstrating how to drill water wells, 

lay water and sewage lines, build roads, map the geology of an area, 

and in countless other ways achieve economic and social progress. 

There are many skills needed by the Peace Corps. At present, 

persons experienced as coal mine supervisors are being sought for 

service overseas. Qualified persons wishing more information 

regarding this opportunity to serve abroad should write to: Peace 

Corps, Washington 25, D. C. 
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The well d~ained foothills on the southern and western sides 

of our West Virginia mountains are more than timeless vistas of 

comely beauty. They are slowly becoming the parading grounds for 

countless, even rows of apple trees, which march up their slopes 

in cultured splendor, alive with pink-white blossoms in the spring, 

and heavy with green and red fruit in the fall. 

This year, the cool climate of our hills helped to nurture 

an apple crop estimated to be valued at appro~cimately $9 million. 

·~~t year's apple crop brought cash receipts of $7,397,000 to our 

S~te. The production this year has been estimated at 5.7 million 
~ 

~ bushels, or about 21 per cent above the 4.7 million bushels 

produced last year, and 20 per cent above the average for the 

decade, 1950-59. 

The importance of the apple crop to the economy of West 

Virginia can best be understood by the following facts: In 1960, 

l,-~ the total value of our apple crop was 6~9 per cent of all farm 

, 
I 
I 

cash receipts. In 1961, it is estimated to be approximately 9 per 

cent of such receipts. In our neighboring State of Virginia, the 

1960 apple crop accounted for 3.3 per cent of its total farm 

receipts. For the United States as a whole, apple sales accounted 

for only .6 per cent of all farm receipts in 1960. 

Both 1954 and 1959 h~ve been better apple-producing years 

than 1961. During both those years, West Virginia apple farmers 

produced more than 6.4 million bushels, compared to the estimated 

5.7 million bushels produced this year. Ilowever, better storage 

practices, and the growth of apple cooperatives have given this 

year's crop greater value. 
MORE ••• HORE 
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Oddly enough, this year's sizable apple crop in our State 

(" comes from fewer farms o For example, 48,616 farms in 1950 reported 
\ 

f_': 

production of 4.4 million bushels of apples. In 1954, an excellent 

apple year, 15,802 farms produced a record crop of 6.4 million 

bushels. In 1959, also a record year, only 7,340 farms produced 

6.4 million bushels. There are no census figures for the number of 

farms producing apples in West Virginia for 1960 and 1961. 

The fact that fewer West Virginia farmers are producing record 

apple crops for the State inducates that apple husbandry is 

becoming a specialty with many of our farmer~. They are turning 

fields previously used for other crops into apple orchards. In 

short, they are becoming experts in the growing of fruit trees, 

and indications are that this may be a sound economic move on their 

part. 

Prospects for the growth of the fruit industry are good, 

according to the U. S. Department of Agriculture. While U. S. per 

capita consumption of apples in fresh form has declined from 

29.7 pounds in 1940 to 20.1 pounds in 1960, per capita consumption 

of canned apples and applesauce has increased from 1.5 pounds in 

1940 to 3.4 pounds in 1960. This is an important increase when 

\~ viewed in the light of our population growth. . 

( 
'-' 

According to the U. S. Department of Agriculture, apples trees 

need a long period of dormancy, such as the distinct West Virginia 

winter season affords them. That is one reason why apple farming 

will gain in importance in our State's a~icultural economy. 

--30-· 
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RUSSIA AND RED Cl1INA SPLIT OF LITTLE SIGNIFICANCE TO WEST - _~ __ . __ I __ _~ 

The current ideological differences between Red China and 

Russia are causing same mean words to be passed between them, much 

to our delight. Ilowever, we would be sorely misled if we were to 

believe that the vocal intemperance between these b~o Communist 

giants could substantially benefit the West. 

The things over which Russia and Red China are bickering are 

of no gre~~ consequence when viewed against the forces which bind 

them together. The basic ideology of Communism remains the same 

the ultimate conquest of the world. The current: differences are 

merely centered on how best this piece of business can be achieved. 

These differences do not in any way lessen the fact that the 

Red China and Russian leaders continue to share the same hatreds, 

the same suspicions, the same insecurities, and the same ambitions 

insofar as the West is concerned. Moreover, any aggressive 

manifestation against either one of them by the West would quickly 
~( 

( weld them together again in common support of each other o 

The plain fact is that, despite the current name calling, 

both Red China and Russia kn~N that they need each other. Without 

continuing close ties with each other, their respective industrial 

and economic developments would suffer, and their cold war tactics 

would have to be somewhat muted. 

Without Russian financial, technical, and material assistance, 

the present industrial and agricultural difficulties in Red China 

could become intolerable to the already hard-pressed masses of her 

-\peoPle. Thus, a complete rupture of relations with Russia would , 

be too risky an undertaking. 

MORE ••• MORE 



( 
( 

\ 

Byrd's Eye View Add 1 

'i<>-

On the other hand, a hostile Red China along her lengthy 

Mongolian and Siberian borders would play havoc with Russian 

aspirations. To defend herself against possible aggression from 

her erstwhile Communist brother, Russia would have to divert large 

numbers of army divisions and much military equipment from their 

poised positions along the borders of free Europe and the Middle 

East. The Kremlin does not intend to make this kind of a 

sacrifice. 

Thus, despite the cordial dislike which each set of leaders 

has for the other, Red China and Russia must remain wedded to each 

other. Their mutual interests are more powerful and overriding 

than their well publicized frictions. Any contrary assumption can 

be dangerous wishful thinking. 
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~ VIRGIN~ lLUFFERED ~fBQPUCTION DECLINE 1! 1961 

While most of the country enjoyed an economic 

recovery during 1961, the coal industry in West Virginia had an 

overall poor year. This was partly due to the initial economic 

slump in the beginning of the year when steel mill production was 

below its normal seasonal operating rate. As a consequence, how

ever, the economic rehabilitation of our State becomes more 

challenging than ever before. 

Preliminary estimates now on hand indicate that 

West Virginia produced approximately 114,592,800 tons of coal in 

1961. This represents a decline of almost 4 per cent below the 

1960 figure of 118,994,000 tons. 

What must be obvious to all West Virginians is that 

no matter what may be the reason, or reasons, for a decline in 

coal production, the economic results are painful, indeed. They 

extend in many directions throughout our State. 

In human equations, the loss of this production 

roughly 4,341,200 tons -- means that in 1961, approximately 

361,758 man days of work were lost to coal miners in West Virginia. 

At an average price of $5.02 per ton, f.o.b. the mine, it also 

means that our coal operators lost about $21,792,324 worth of 

production. At a rate of 40¢ per ton, it also means that the ~A 

Welfare and Retirement Fund lost a possible receipt of $1,736,~O. 
Nor are coal miners the only ones to suffer loss 

of wages· when coal production drops. A~08t 90 per cent of the 

coal produced in West Virginia is shipped to consumers in other 

MORE ••• MORE 
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states via railroads~ trucks~ and barges. Thus, transportation ' .. 

workers are hurt when coal production declines~ and transportation 

companies likewise suffer loss of income. 

As for the State of West Virginia itself, it loses 

money that would have come to it from the gross sales tax on coal, 

as well as revenue from the tax on personal income and corporate 

dividends. Then, too, within the State, there is the multiplier 

effect on the general economy as decreased coal production adversely 

ripples outward to storekeepers and service tradesmen. 

Prospects for a substantial increase in coal 

production in 1962 look fairly good, due, primarily, to improved 

economic conditions throughout the country. Ilowever, better 

economic conditions will not of themselves bring an end to much 

of the wasting unemployment of coal miners in our State. Some 

specific steps are needed. 

One such step must be the establishment of lower 

import quotas on foreign residual fuel oil. Another must be the 

recapture of markets that have been lost to coal, perhaps through 

. ( renewed emphasis on the kinds of technological developments which 
( . 

( 
~. 

....... " 
could also lead to newer and lasting uses of larger tonnages of 

coal. These steps are realistically attainable and deser\Te 

continuing pursuit. 
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West Virginia farmers seem to be showing increasing 

interest in the production of beef cattle, and less in the raising 

of cows for dairy products production, according to the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture. 

Evidence of this trend can be found in the following 

statistics, which are the latest available: 

The number of cows and heifers kept for milk production 

on farms in our State decreased from 291,000 head in 1955 to 

207,000 head in January 1961. On the other hand, the number of 

cattle kept on our farms for meat production increased from 302,000 

head in 1955 to 333,000 head in January 1961. 

The above figures are far more impressive than they 

may seem at first blush, because since 1955 there has been a 40 per 

cent decrease in the number of farms reporting any livestock on 

hand. Moreover, the value of all cattle and calves on hand in West 

Virginia farms in 1955 was $42,696,000. On January 1961, this 

' .. value jumped to $63,720,000. 

The increased production of cattle and calves in our 

State seems to have spurred related economic advances. For example, 

in 1954 there were 14 meat packing plants, excluding meat and 

poultry processing plants. By January 1959 there were 27 plants. 

In 1954, only 371 West Virginians were employed in these plants. B: 

January 1959 the number jumped to 706. Moreover, employee payrolls 

in these plants totaled $1,249,000 in 1954, but increased to 

$2,741,000 by January 1959! 
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While West Virginia farmers are raising more cattle 

and calves for, meat production, they are exhibiting diminishing 

interest in the raising of certain other meat animals. The 

number of hogs and pigs on our farms decreased from 142,000 in 

1955 to 95,000 in January 1961. There were 311,000 sheep and 

lambs on our farms in 1955, and only 272,000 as of January 1961. 

Perhaps farme.r interest in raising more cattle and 

calves, and less of other meat animals, may be due to what 

appears to be a changing meat consumption pattern among West 

Virginians. The following figures lend weight to this thought: 

Taking into consideration our population decrease 

from 1,983,000 in 1955 to 1,860,421 in 1960, West Virginians 

consumed 42 per cent of their own farm-produced beef and veal 

in 1955 as against 44 per cent in 1960; 23 per cent of their own 

farm-produced pork products in 1955 as against 17 per cent in 

1960; and almost a full 100 per cent of their own farm-produced 

lamb and mutton in 1955 as against 84 per cent in 1960. 
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Many people from other states think of West Virginians 

as a particular breed of people -- thrifty, hardy~ self-reliant, 

and as full of temperament as the changing seasons of a vigorous 

climate. Basically, they are right. But while the character of 

West Virginians may be unique in many respects, our "breed" ,has 

no origin in anyone stock of people. 

nistorically~ West Virginia has been a ''melting pottl 

for various national and ethnic groups. Since the early days when 

we were part of the Colony of Virginia, our hills and valleys 

attracted settlers from many European countries who were in 

search of a better life. 

The Welchman, Morgan Morgan, is usually credited with 

being the first white man to build a permanent home in what now 

constitutes West Virginia. In 1726, he built a log cabin in the 

vicinity of Bunker IIi1l, on Mill Creek in what is now Berkeley 

County. lIe was followed, in 1730, by German settlers driven from 

Pennsylvania by dissension with William Penn's heirs. One of their 

settlements grew into what is now Shepherdstown. 

By the beginning of the American Revolution, western 

Virginia was populated by approximately 30,000 Germans, Scotch, 

Irish, Welsh, and English immigrEmts. Most of them lived in 

scattered communities in the Eastern Panhandle, along the upper 

Ohio River Valley, and in the Greenbrier and New River areas. 

When West Virginia was admitted to the Union, in 1363, its 

population of 380,000 included 20,000 Negroes and 17,000 foreign

born whites--principally Germans, Swiss, and Irish, together with 
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small numbers of other nationalities. 

In the decades after 1890 the demand for labor, created by 

more intensive exploitation of our natural resources and the 

subsequent expansion of industry, brought waves of new 
I 

nationalities to our State. Italians, Poles, czechs, nungarians, 

Jews, Greeks, Syrians, and Lithuaniahs came to West Virginia tb 

add their brawn and brainpower to the development of our State. 

Today, according to the Census Bureau, among the foreign-

born whites in West Virginia, the Italians are the largest group. 

They are follOWed by Germans, Pbles, Yugoslavs, nungarians, Czechs, 

and Irish, in that order. 

But there is a special quality about our State -- a certain 

something that seems able to take newcomers and change them from 

national and ethnic groups into typical West Virginians. It is 

this certain something that has made the people of our State a 

"breed" unto themselves. 
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llEADWAY BEING MADE IN RESTORATION OF STATE "S FORESTLANDS 

West Virginia's mountain forest empire -- the 

306~OOO-acre Monongahela National Forest, and the 96,000 acres 

of the George Washington National Forest which e~ctend into our 

.' 

State -- underwent substantial restoration work in 1961, thanks 

to the U. S. Forest Service. The result, of course, has been an 

enrichment of a natural resource that can be of limitless value. 

Employing approximately 100 additional West 

Virginians, the U. S. Forest Service began, in July of 1961, the 

improvement of more than 10,000 acres in the Monongahela National 

Forest, and 2,425 acres in the George Washington National Forest. 

This timberstand improvement program will call for the employment 

of still another 100 men in 1962. Employment of these men will 

be spread throughout the na.tiona1 forest counties. 

Tk~ timberst.s.:nd improvement work is being done on 

a scientific basis. The woods are carefully being thinned and 

weeded, and diseased and defective trees are being removed. This 

is expected to :f.Ir.prcn·t'. the stands of good ti nber for future 

market cutting. 

At the same time, the U. S. Forest Service is 

undertaking the reforesting of 340 acres of unproductive land in 

the Monongahela National Forest, and 66 acres in the George 

Washington National Forest. 

In addition, key measures are being undertaken to 

~revent stream siltation through the stabilization of stream 

banks. Stream "'gabions, II a device developed to control swift 

rivers in the Alps and other mountainous areas of Europe, are 

being installed in Clover Run in Tucker County, and at the Smoke 
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Role Recreation Area in Pendleton County. 

Preliminary work with these rock-filled metal "cribs" 

indicates that they can help materially in confining West Virginias 

swift-flowing streams to permanent channels. The prevention of 

stream siltation can do much to reduce the danger of floods in and 

out of the forest areas. 

The work of clearing slash and brush from the national 

forests in our State, and the construction and maintenance of fire-

breaks, have payed off· in big dividends. During 1961, only eight 

forest fires totaling 28 acres in area were chalked up aga~nst 

the national forests in West Virginia! The Forest Service hopes 

to continue to reduce forest fire damage in 1962. 

An interesting happening in the Monongahela National 

Forest speaks more effectively than words can do with regard to 

the 50 years of U. S. Forest Service care of our timberlands. 

The 60-foot fire tower on top of Backbone Mountain, in Tucker 

County, is being replaced by a 100-foot tower, because the timber 

has grown to such an extent that the old tower no longer provides 

sufficient height for effective surveillance. 
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INTERSTATE ROAD SYSTEM TO HELP WEST VIRGINIA ECONOMICALLY ------.... _- -
Ten years from now, by 1972, West Virginia will have over 520 

miles of new interstate highways coursing through its hills and 

valleys. These roads will link many of our cities for the first time 

with safe and efficient means of transportation. By doing so, they 

will spur the economic growth of our State. 

There are few better ways to stimulate industrial and economic 

growth in West Virginia than to provide for the swift movement of 

,our products for trans-shipment throughout the country, and to all 

parts of the world. There also are few better ways to bring tourists 

to our areas of superb natural beauty. 

The United States is a nation on wheels. Among 'our 185 million 

people there are 90 million drivers who operate 76 million 

cutomobiles, trucks and buses on' 3~ million miles of roads and 

streets. In fact, there is a vehicle for every 2~ persons, and 22 

vehicles for every mile of road. 

In 1961, these 76 million vehicles traveled an estimated 736 

billion miles in our cities, suburban and rural areas. By 1976, 

when the U. S. population may reach 230 million, there will be over 

113 million motor vehicles on our streets and roads, and they are 

expected to travel more than 1.2 trillion miles thet year. 

Thus, the straighter, stronger, wider, and safer we can make 

our roads in West Virginia, the more we can benefit from vehicular 

traffic. For the interstate road system, of which our 520 miles will 

be a part, will total 41,000 miles and link together more than 90 

per cent of the Nation's cities having popUlations of 50,000 or more, 

as well as many smaller cities and towns. 
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West Virginians have paid dearly for the inadequate roads in 

our State -- not just in frazzled nerves and inconvenience, and 

in time and gasoline wasted, but in the prices of everything we buy 

and sell. We have also paid in the number of lives lost on our 

often narrow, twisting, and sharply turning roads. 

The new interstate roads in our State will not only make 

possible cheaper transportation costs by motor vehicles; they will 

also substantially reduce accidents. Because of the safety feature 

built into interstate roads, the accident rates on those roads 

already built are one-third of those on other roads with comparable 

traffic. 

In all, the interstate road system will promote the general 

welfare of West Virginia, And this is sufficient unto itself. 
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HOUSE PLANTS 1&!ill. CHEER DURING DREARY ,.,TINTER MONTHq 

A certain kind of cheerfulness can pervade any 

household during these bleak, wintry days. All that is 

needed are plants to line the sill of 8 sunny window. Their 

foliage not only enlivens a room, but makes a pleasing contrast 

when viewed against the frozen, tawny brown of outdoor 

vegetation. 

Of course, growing potted plants in the home has 

been the pride of many Hest Virginians since Colonial days. 

Our early settlers cheered their indoor wintry days with 

potted clumps of lacey woodland ferns, and with sprigs of 

ivy stuck in water-filled gourds. Some settlers also potted 

shrubs of rhododendron to delight in their pink and 

rose-purple blossoms when spring came to our mountains. 

The charm associated with having potted plants in 

the household grew among our people through the years. Shortly 

after the Civil War, the indoor growing of palm and rubber 

plants found high favor. These were followed by the fidd1e1eaf 

fig, various species of begonia, and the snake plant. 
~ 

Today, many householders continually seek new 

varieties of plants with which to make more pleasing their 

indoor living. Even citrus trees, including orange, lemon, 

and grapefruit, are sometimes grown in pots, because of 

their excellent foliage. 

Long time favorites~ among West Virginians, in 

household plants, have been geraniums and begonias. In fact, 

some families make almost a collector's hobby of potting 
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numerous speci.es and horticultural forms of each of these 

flowering plants. 

Even species of cacti, of Which there are numerous 

forms, are grown in the homes of families who like the 

challenge of caring for diverse kinds of potted plants. 

Mostly these are grown for the interesting shape or structure 

6f their spines and bodies, although some are especially 

nurtured for the beauty of their flowers. 

Flowering bulbs are often part of many window 

arrays of potted plants. Set in a moist mixture of pebbles 

( and soil, bulbs of narcissus, tulip, daffodil, or hyacinth 

are brought to bloom in the home while winter still grips 

the outdoors. 

For the householder who is a novice at growing 

potted plants, or for more experienced hands which may be 

puzzled by the sudden unhealthy appearance of a favorite 

shrub, the u.S. Department of Agriculture has published 

an excellent booklet entitled "House F1ants," which offers 

detailed advice on indoor plant care. This booklet is 

available without cost from my office. 
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MORE FORESTRY RESEARCH HELD ESSENTIAL FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS --- . --- ~--

One of the most productive progrruns of the Federal 

Government has been the development of the Nation's e}!:;tensive 

forest resources through systematic and aggressive research. 

At the cost of relatively little money, millions of acres of 

valuable timber stands are being afforded better forest fire 

control and are being saved from deadly insect depredations. 

In addition, forestry research is providing better 

utilization of our timber stands in both good and poor quality 

'wood. And all of this has meant new jobs, more abundant wood 

products, and flourishing wood industries in many parts of the 

country, 

One vital phase of forestry research, however, has been 

neglected. This deals with watershed management -- a complex and 

technical job that challenges the skill and ingenuity of research 

men who probe into the secrets of developmental forestry. Neglect 

of this particular problem is due, in mai~to a lack of recognition 

of its importance. 

Few people are aware of the intimate connection which our 

forest lands have with the quality of water they drink, and with 

water needed by industry. About three-fourths of all the 

precipitation that falls on the United States, actually falls on 

forest land. 

Thus, it is in our forests that water and soil problems 

can and do start, but research can help solve themo Forest watershed 

research must be stepped up if we are to get the answers to better 

soil erosion control, more effective flood control abatement, and 
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better yields for the home and for industry. 

In the Appalachian Mountains region, of which West 

Virginia is a part~ the problem of forest watershed management 

is particularly acute due t~ the sharply sloping topography. 

This problem, if left unsolved through lack of scientific 

research, can adversely affect our timber resources, our water 

supplies, our wildlife, and our recreation. 

The U. S. Forest Service is eager to construct a 

watershed management research laboratory at Parsons, West 

Virginia. Although this laboratory would primarily concern 

itself with the watershed problems of the Appalachians, its 

findings would be applicable to all timberlands management. 

The budget estimates for fiscal year 1963, which were 

recently submitted to the Congress, do not contain a request 

for funds for the Parsons laboratory. Also ommitted from the 

budget estimates are certain other funds which the Forest Service 

needs for various types of urgent research in other parts of 

the country. Indications are~ however, that Congress will 

nonetheless move ahead on forestry research by providing the 

Forest Service the necessary funds. 
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The clock on the kitchen wall is as out-dated as 

the horse and buggy, because it is built around an inaccurate 

concept of time. So say Government scientists in the 

National Bureau of Standards, who are using atomic clocks 

for precision timing -- clocks that accurately slice each 

second into billionths of parts. 

Development of ultra-precise time measuring 

mechanisms has been a necessary correlation to our space 

e:~plorations. A probe of the moon, based on conventional 

time mechanisms, could miss that satellite, because the 

smallest error in timing is magnified over great distances. 

For centuries, time has been measured by the 

rotation of the earth, and by comparing the rates at which 

, the stars move across the sky. In fact, the movement of the 

earth in the solar system is the basis of our present 

international standard for the second. 

However, in recent years, as measurements of time 

were made with greater care, it was perceived that there was 

something wrong with the earth as a timekeeper. It did not 

rotat£ at a uniform rate, and it 8eemed to wobble a little 

on its 8~ds. 

In sral>rt s it was determined that the movelLent of 

the earth is not a precise enough standard of time measurement 

to meet the present needs of science and the space age. What 

was required, instead, was some observable, regular, periodic 

process which could be counted. 

It was natural for our scientists to turn to the 
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atom as a source of time measurement. Atoms spin or vibrate 

at constant rates, and are therefore accurately measurable. 

Our scientists found, when using the atom for measuring a 

second, that the degree of error was never greater than one 

ten-billionth of a second -- a precision not possible to 

achieve by astronomical measurements. 

Atomic clocks may never replace the kinds we now 

have in our homes. They can't be hung on walls. In fact, 

they are so large and heavy that they require a room of 

their own. MOreover, few householders could afford to own 

one because each costs tens of thousands of dollars to 

manufacture. 

Nonetheless, it is reassuring to know that this 

new and precise time-piece will enable mankind to reach 

frontiers of achievements never before considered possible 

to attain. Perhaps through it we can also learn how w~ 

human beings and our earth fit into the larger pattern of 

the entire creation. 
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POULTRY INDUSTRY LOOMS BIG IN STATE'S AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY _ ....... ~ ___ ._.:r-..-~ _"" ~ _____ =--- ... ..- _-.__, ___ ,_ .... ___ .. _ ..... __ .... .- _ ... ;~ __ 

Many West Virginians may not know that our State pioneered 

in the field of poultry meat improvement work. The fact is, ours 

was the very first state to set up such a program under official 

supervision. 

This program, known as the West Virginia Meat Improvement 

( Plan, was originated in 1948. It is indicative of the increasing 

importance attached to poultry meat production in our State. It 

has contributed towards West Virginia's present ranking as the 15th 

leading state in broiler production, and 11th in turkey production. 

Few industries in our State are as enterprising, vigorous, 

and forward-looking as the poultry industry. Few indus~ries are as 

competitive. None has strived harder to improve both its products 

and its efficiency. 

( 
Cash receipts from the sale of poultry and poultry 

", products by West Virginia farmers rose to $29,446,000 at the end 

of 1960, according to the U. S. Department of Commerce. This 

represents 27.4 per cent of the total cash receipts received by our 

farmers. 

While the 1960 figure is only slightly better than the 

1959 figure of $29,341,000, it is significant, nonetheless, because . . 

the advance was made during a period when the national economy as 

a whole was declining. Moreover, the advance was made in the face 

( 
of falling prices on poultry and poultry products. 

The efficiency of our poultry producers is aptly 

demonstrated by the following facts: 
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Although the number of West Virginia farms producing 

poultry and poultry products decreased from slightly over 81,000 

in 1950 to less than 44,000 in 1960, the average number of eggs 

~.rketed per farm increased from 337 dozen in 1950 to 970 in 

1960. 

The average number of broilers sold per farm increased 

from 9,213 in 1954 to 19,229 in 1960. The average number of turkey 

hens kept for breeding purposes increased from 14.8 per farm in 

1950 to 31.9 in 1954, and to 43.1 in 1960. 

Approximately 70.2 million pounds of broilers were 

marketed by West Virginia farmers on a dressed weight basis in 

1959. In 1950, 36.2 million pounds were marketed. Turkeys 

marketed in 1950, on a dressed weight basis, amounted to 6.6 million 

pounds. In 1960, 12 million pounds were marketed. 

All of the above is not to say that our poultry farmers 

are thriving in their business. Rather, it is to point with pride 

at their accomplishments in the face of difficult conditions. 
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A ~ ~ PROTECTS Q§ !!Q!1 EllDEMICS ~ DEADL~ p,ISEASES 

Early this year, many lives were lost as a result of 

smallpox epidemics in Western Europe and Pakistan, and cholera 

contagions in Hong Kong and other Far Eastern areas. In the past, 

these deadly diseases often reached our shores via ocean vessels, 

-( innocently brought into our country by unsuspecting passengers and 

crewmen. 

In these days of rapid air travel, the danger of foreign 

contagions reaching into our homes has increased many-fold. It is 

now possible for a person to contract a deadly disease and carry it 

to the depths of our country in a matter of hours, perhaps causing 

a serious epidemic in our midst. This risk is accentuated by the 

fact that smallpox and cholera usually require several days of 

incubation in a human being before they sicken him. 

That so dreadful an event has not happened in the United 

States in recent years is due to a remarkable health defense system 

known as the "Q" Line -- 372 quarantine stations covering most of 

our country's border posts and ocean ports of entry. Less than 700 

trained technicians, doctors, nurses, and inspectors man these 

stations. They are members of the Division of Foreign Quarantine of 

the U. S. Public Health Service. 

Because of the effective vigilance of the "Q" Line, there 

has not been a single laboratory-confirmed case of smallpox in the 

United States in 13 years. Nor has there been a case of cholera 

in this country in many years. 
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How is this remarkable record of health defense achieved? 

During 1961, for example, the t:Q" Line stations inspected more than 

5,607,000 persons, not counting 400,000 persons who were given 

thorough medical examinations for immigration purposes. In addition, 

more than 450,000 Mexican border crossers were carefully examined 

and certified as okay, and 338,000 Mexican farm laborers were also 

examined and approved for entry into our country_ 

In doubtful cases, "Q" Line personnel placed 92,000 

persons under medical surveillance,' and required more than 

564,000 persons to get vaccinations or revaccinations. In critical 

areas overseas, 20 quarantine stations examined 135,000 persons 

before certifying them for entry into our country. 

In al~ travelers aboard 32,000 vessels and 65,000 air

craft were checked, and sanitary inspections of ships -- to rule 

out plague-carrying rats -- totaled 13,400. Moreover, 34,500 air

craft were routinely sprayed as a precaution against mosquitoes 

carrying yellow fever. 

The above figures may read like dry statistics, but they 

indicate that nothing is taken for granted along the uQ" Line. 

No deadly diseases are crossing our borders! 
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PROPOSED MONONGAHELA NATIONAL FOREST EXPANSION COULD HELP STATE -- _. _.... - ---"' ..... - - ...... ---...--- - . 

There are some a~eas in our State where the land slopes 

sharply and the soil is thin amidst rock outcroppings, and where 

human existence and economic growth are gtimly challenged. Yet, 

despite the topographical &nd soil limitations of such areas, they 

can be made to produce substantial economic benefits. 

In these areas a new land management program is needed to 

halt a steadily declining economy. Such a program is being offered 

by the U. S. Forest Service, which has reconmended a;.westward 

expansion of the Monongahela National Forest into Braxton, Fayette, 

Lewis, and a few other eounties. 

Lest we forget, the land now encompassed by the 

Monongahela National Forest was in very poor condition when it was 

taken over by the Forest Service some 40 years ago. It was land 

that had suffered years of soil erosion, that had generally been 

poorly managed, and that had been blighted by forest fires. Now 

this land is a highly valuable, multi"purpose asset of increasing 

and endurable worth. 

Should the Forest Service be successful in obtaining a 

westward expansion of the Monongahela National Forest .... and it is 

seeking an initial 550,000 acres for this purpose -- it would 

immediately undertake rehabilitation, restoration, protection, and 

development work projects. 

These projects would include tree planting, timber stand 

improvement, road construction, recreation development~ wildlife food 

and habitat development, intensified fire control, stream channelling; 

and soil stabilization. At the beginning, these projects would 
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furnish employment for about 150 persons. As the work intensifies, 

as many as 500 persons could be employed. 

The labor force would consist of workers in woods, shop 

workers, truck drivers, as well as office workers with clerical and 

typing skills. Also, private employment would rise with increased 

public recreational, hunting, and fishing uses, and with availability 
-

for exploitation of other forest resources. 

Over the years, recreational uses of the Monongahela 

National Forest have Brown by leaps and bounds. Over a million 

visits were made in 1960 -- up 72 per cent over 1950. More than 

half of these visits were made by hmnters and fishermen. But all 

of the recreational visits ge~erated a multi-mi11ion-do1lar-a-year 

business locally. 

Good judgment indicates that similar benefits could be 

expected locally in the areas that 'would make up the proposed 

westward extension of the Nonongahela National Forest. These, added 

to all the other benefits that would be achieved through planned 

management, could significantly advance economic growth and employ-

ment opportunities in our State. 
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The U.S. Government has found that one of the best ways 

to help manufacturers sell ~heir products abroad is by presenting 

them in officl.a1 exhibitions at trade fairs around the world. For 

many exhibitors, the results have been gratifying, to say the least. 

Last year there were 13 trade fairs in which the 'United 

States had official exhibitons. Each included the products of at 

least 90 American manufacturers. However, the selections in each 

exhibit were specifically chosen with respect to the needs of the 

host country. A greater volume 6f orders has often resulted. 

For example, last spring in Cairo, Egypt, aldng with farm 

machinery, one of our exhibits in the American Pavilion included 

various kinds of insecticides. During the fair, individuals placed 

floor orders for $194,712 worth of farm machinery. However, at the 

end of the fair, the Egyptian Government bought $2 million worth of 

( one of the insecticides to fight an infestation of "army worms" that 

were endangering that country's cotton crop. 

Similarly, because of the intense interest of Polish miners 

in mine safety techniques, a variety of safety equipment --

resuscitators, fire extinguishers, hazard warning devices, burn kits, 

nozzles, pumps and firefighters' suits -- was shown in the U. S. 

exhibition last spring in Pozan, Poland. Total floor sales amounted 

to $105,000. The Polish Government'has shown interest in many of 

the exhibited items. 
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These overseas exhibits do more than sell the American 

way of life to the varied and diverse peoples of the world. They 

also serve to gain understanding of, and respect for, American 

technological progress. Moreover, they effectively refute the 

Soviet Union's claim that our economy is creating nothing but war 

material. 

U. s. exhibits abroad are arranged by the U. S. Department 

of Comrn.erce' s Office of International Trade Fairs. Since 1954, 

the OITF has presented 110 exhibitions in locations ranging 

from Vienna, Brussels, London, and Berlin, to such exotic centers 

( as Phnom Penh in Cambodia, and Mogadiscio in Somalia. It is 

estimated that more than 75 million people have seen them. 

( 
'--

In 1961, more than 1,150 U. S. manufacturers participated 

in 13 U. S. overseas exhibitions. This year, 16 such exhibitions 

are scheduled. To date, no West Virginia manufacturer has 

participated in these trade fairs. Certainly, there are many 

products produced in our State which would be of interest to 

people in other countries. We have much to gain by making our 

products known in the markets of the world. 
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RM1PS ARE RAISING THEIR HEADS IN OUR MOUNTAINOUS COVES __ c--.- _~ ___ ._ _ __ __ ~-...., __ _ ..__ 

To most mountain folks, the head of a ramp poking 

through a retreating blanket of snow is a sure symbol of the 

end of a long, hard winter. The sight stirs thoughts of 

pleasant things to come -- trout fishing, wild-strawberry picking, 

and the like. 

This first harbinger of Spring is especially prevalent 

in West Virginia's Appalachian highlands. Here it seeks out 

the rich, deep loam of coves in which to sink its roots. Here, too, 

it thrives as "Spring tonic" for the "tired blood" of man and 

beast. 

For countless generations, mountain folk in West 

Virginia have looked forward to digging ramps soon after the snow 

melts. "They do you good and help you too," they solemnly deolare. 

Actually, because they are rich in vitamins and minerals, ramps 

fill a direct need in the fare of simple diets. 

Although the ramp is a member of the lily family, 

there is a vast odoriferous difference between the two. Whereas 

the lily is blessed with a sweet fragrance, the ramp has an 

aroma of onion and garlic combined. 

Some folks call the ramp a wild leek. Others say it 

is nothing of the kind, stoutly main~aining that it is something 

extra special in nature. None, however, would deny that the ramp 

has a flavor all its own -- a flavor, some brag, that lurks on 

- ( one' s breath "for weeks to come. Ii 

The "clinging quality" of ramps is best related -·in a 

mountain ,am about a pig that strayed out of its pen one fine 
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Spring day, and spent several hours grubbing and rooting in a ramp 

patch. "That animal smelled something terrible after that, IT the 

yarn goes on, "and when it was butchered in the Fall, eating its 

meat was like chewing raw onions. 1i 

But despite such stories, r&~ps have brought a certain 

kind of epicurean fame to, our State. For several years now, 

conservation leaders, writers, gourmets, and others, have gathered 

at Spruce Knob, usually in late April, to indulge in nramp feeds ll 

a cook-out where ramp recipes are the order (and odor) of the 

day. Of course, tall tales about ramps are part of the festivities, 

and they help to give the fCdelicate morsel of West Virginia's 

highland stl immortal fame. 

Mountain folk don't have fancy recipes for ramps. They 

often boil them with a piece of slab bacon, or chop them up and fry 

them with eggs. For the uninitiated, however, suffice it to say 

that ramps may be eaten raw, much like scallions, or chipped into 

garden salads. But in any event, partaking of ramps would prove 

to be a memorable occasion for the novice. 
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It has been said that the spark of inventive genius 

is inherent in every man. Our Government, however, would like to 

see many such sparks burst into creative flames. In the cold war 

atmosphere of today, an idea or an invention that might strengthen 

our national defense could be of tremendous significance to the 

security of our nation. 

In past years, most of the inventions that have had 

momentous bearing on our national defense were created by private 

citizens not connected with·tbGGovernment. Ericsson, a private 

engineer, built the ~~~, the first revolving turrent warship. 

Colt, while a seaman, whittled from wood the model for the first 

revolver. 

Independent inventors devised the first submarine, 

the torpedo, the screw propeller, the repeating rifle, and the 

machine gun. The idea of the atomic bomb followed privately 

formulated concepts of atomic fission. 

Men who use tools in their everyday jobs have devised 

improvements which have made those tools more proficient. Within 

the armed services, important military innovations have been 

suggested by men who have never seen the inside of a research 

laboratory. 

Back in 1940, when the wars in Europe and Asia were 

threatening to engulf the United States, persons in all walks of 

life were literally inundating the armed services with ideas and 

inventions to improve our military position. Because of a lack of 

personnel qualified to mal<e evaluations of submitted material, almost 

MORE ••• MORE 
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everything proposed was either ignored or shunted aside. 

To overcome this situation, the Government 

established the National Inventors Council in the U. S. Department 

of Commerce. Right from the start, the work of the Council has 

been effective. For example, when supplies of kapok were cut off 
, 

during the war, a civilian offered the suggestion that the floss 

of the milkweed would make a suitable substitute. The Council took 

this suggestion seriously. As a result, milkweed floss was used 

to stuff life preservers and aviators' clothing. 

( 
The Council also took to heart the suggestion of a 

scoutmaster who proposed that a small mirror be included in life 

rafts. That little mirror, used for sun signals, saved the lives 

of many seamen and aviators who were adrift at sea. 

Now ideas and inventions which would improve the 

techniques of defense are needed once again. Imaginative laymen 

may come up with simple solutions to perplexing problems. In any 

event, the National Inventors Council is receptive to all 

suggestions and inventions of defensive value. The Agency's 

address is: Washington 25, D. C. 

--30--
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EXPANSION OF EXPORT ~1i\RKETS VITAL TO 'VIEST VIRGINIA'S ECONOMY -_ • __ - ___ ..... ____ - -.--.....--.. ... __ n... ______ -,--...--

The imperative need we face in our State is to create 

new job opportunities. Foreign trade offers one such possibility_ 

It is a field of activity that has been barely tapped by West 

Virginians. 

Nationally, export sales tally up to more than $20 

billion a year, and are said to give employment to 3.1 million 

,Americans. In 1960, West Virginia exports amounted to $263.4 

million, and gave full or partial employment to an estimated 

112,,139 of our people, or approximately one-fifth of the State's 

employed labor force. 

Thus, while West Virginia's participation in the total 

export market is small, percentage-wise" it nonetheless is 

significant. Coal exports alone, in 1960, amounted to 17 per 

cent of that year's production of our mines. 

Our chemical and allied products industries exported 

over 7 per cent of their total value of shipments in 1960; our 

fabricated metal products companies exported over 3 per cent of 

their production; and our stone, clay" and glass products 

industries exported nearly 3 per cent of their total 1960 pro-

duction. 

Export sales of West Virginia's farm products have 

been growing. In 1960, about 2,700 of our State's farmers and farm 

workers directly benefited from such sales. This figure repre-

sents about 3.7 per cent of West Virginia's total farm labor force. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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A few years ago, less than one per cent of our farm labor force 

benefited from fore~gn sales of our farm products. 

That vlest Virginia's export trade could experience a 

substantial expansion is altogether possible and highly desirable. 

In a goodly number of foreign countries, incomes are rising. An 

active need for the products of West Virginia could be encouraged 

in such countries. 

In addition, over the past few years, many new nations 

have been born. They may have little or no Imowledge of ~7hat our 

industries, mines, and farms could supply them with. It is· also 
I 

possible that seme of the old and established nations are un-

acquainted with the products of cur State. 

To help remedy this situation, the U. S. Department of 

Commerce plans to ask West Virginia exporters to attempt a lO-per-

cent increase iu their foreign shipm~nts this year. Also, the 

Department is considering sending '~issionariesfl into our State 

to advise businessmen on how to promote their products in the 

export market. 

Increasing our exports is a challenge we cannot afford 

( to overlook. It is a challenge we must meet in behalf of our 

unemployed, for it offers us a sound opportunity to broaden our 

industrial base. 

--30--
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SPACE AGE MEDICAL RESEARCH IS BENEFITING ALL MANIUND 
----....~~ -',~ ...... ~.- ...... ..- ---~~-- ..... -"- ~.....,..-- -- ---:-"'-~""-' ... 

To many former invalids and bedridden persons, the 

millions of dollars our country is spending on space age medical 

research is worth every penny. In seeking ways to make manned 

lunar expeditions possible, we are inventing devices which can 

ease pain and restore chronically ill persons to normal activity. 

For example, the pressurized space suit is designed to 

maintain normal blood circulation during stresses in space flight. 

Our doctors are now using it to restore the necessary tone of 

blood vessels in bedridden victims of strokes, and to help 

norma,lize their blood pressure. Many stroke victims so treated 

are now able to walk and to work. 

Space scientists have developed a miniaturized heart 

stimulator powered by tiny batteries. The entire device is about 

the size of a small match box. It can be sewn into a heart 

patient's body to provide his heart with rhythm-control while he 

goes on living normally. Today, hundreds of persons with certain 

heart defects literally owe their lives to this space age 

technology. 

The wonderful developments of our space exploration 

program never seem to cease. An intense point of light, a million 

times brighter than the sun, has become a unique surgical tool for 

delicate tissue operations. It already has been used successfully 

in eye operations and in brain surgery. It also has been used to 

"weld" torn nerves. 

MORE ••• MORE 



'J-l)o... 

BYRD I S EYE VIEW ,Add I 

( Soundless living may soon be a thing of the past for deaf 

persons, thanks to space science. In several instances, hearing in 

deaf persons has been restored via an operation and surgical implant 

of a tiny electronic device. A variation of this device has also 

been used as an artificial larynx, which permits people to speak 

who otherwise could not. 

Painless dentistry without the use of drug injections is 

another space science benefit. Pinpoint-size ball bearings, devised 

for satellite equipment, have made possible new, ultra-fast dental 

I 
drills with speeds exceeding 250,000 revolutions a minute. 

\ 

IIInstant care" is now being afforded some hospital 

patients through "sensors" developed for space flight medical 

research. These devices, attached to astronauts, measure heartbeats, 

brain waves, blood pressure, and breathing rates, and record them 

by radio to instruments on earth. Similar devices attached to 

hospital patients now instantly note any changing condition and 

flash a warning to a nurse. 

Space science benefits are to be found in all phases of 

home living. But they are in,deed exciting and more fully appre-

( ciated when they are related to our physical well-being. 

--30--
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UNCLE SAM IS HELPING TO MAKE TI:-l::E CLOTHES WE BUY FIT BETTER 
~~ -.-.:~ ------ -.--..--.-.- - --~ ....... "'-,... """"""----- --.... -- -~ ...... "'~ .. -.. ,~~-

A little known Government activity is being highly 

successful in helping to provide the American people with better 

fitting ready-made apparel. It is also significantly reducing 

the number of r~returns" to retailers, and saving consumers and 

retailers costly alterations. 

For the past several years, the Commodity Standards 

Division of the U. S. Department of Commerce has been compiling 

scientific data on body sizes to assist the apparel industry in 

formulating reliable size standards. Until fairly recently, many 

apparel items have been sized by manufacturers on totally 

unscientific sizing standards. 

For exam?le, until the Department of Commerce study on 

boys sizes was ?ublished, a size-14 pair of trousers was supposed 

to fit a l4-year-old boy. This was not always the case, because 

boys of the same age vary considerably in height and weight. 

The Department of Commerce revised sizes for boys take 

into account height as well as weight. Now, size-14 is supposed 

to fit all boys five feet-one inch tall. Moreover, the size is 

supposed to come in four categories: Slim, regular, husky~ and 

robust. 
. 

Retailers have been r.lagued by the variance to be found in 

dresses of the same indicated size shipped to them by different 

manufacturers. Mail order house shipping women, say, size-12 

~, dresses, may have many of the garments returned by unhappy 

customers as not being the size ordered. 
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( 
Now, under the guidance of the Department of Commerce, 

, , 
the old systems of sizing are giving way to new and better 

systems. Manufacturers are voluntarily providing children, 

pre-teens, teenagers, and men and women with sizes defined in 

terms of body measurements height, weight, bust, waist, and 

hip. 

The Commodity Standards Division of the U. s. 

Department of Commerce is also working to end the vast differences 

in category sizes. Today, a woman wearing a size-12 dress may 

have to buy a size-36 sweater, a size-26 skirt, and a size-34 

( blouse. Under the proposed new sizing system, all of these 

items of apparel would be sized similarly. Thus, a woman who 

takes a size-l2 dress would know that all other clothes items for 

her would also be size 12. 

Standardizing sizes would not only simplify both 

purchases and sales, but would also foster new pattern ideas 

without restricting style or fit, according to Commerce Department 

officials. Leading industry proponents of scientific sizing 

agree. They see new styling possibilities -- the creation of 

optical illusions in emphasizing or de-emphasizing figure 
( 

differences which would be found in the new sizes of ready-to-

we.ar clothes. 

--30--
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TAILOR-MADE LIVESTOCK IS AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT'S GOAL - -- -

A long time ago, the U. S. Department of Agriculture 

proved that science can cooperate with Nature and breed almost any 

desired character into a plant if given enough time. This work 

has been highly beneficial for both farmers and consumers. It has 

made our agriculture production the greatest on earth. 

In recent years, the Department has been proving that 

livestock can be bred to meet certain conditions and special needs. 

In this research, as in its work with plants, Agriculture is being 

eminently successful. 

The Beltsville Small White Turkey, for example, was 

developed several years ago to meet the requirements of the modern 

housewife. Our ladies wanted smaller turkeys to fit smaller 

refrigerators, smaller ovens, and smaller families. Last year, 

approximately 12 million of these small turkeys were produced out 

of a total turkey production of about 103 million birds. 

Now, through the miracle of research, Government 

scientists are attempting to develop chiclcens that will yield a 

larger area of lean white breast meat. The demand for white chicken 

meat is increasing because it is a favorite of mmly people. Doctors 

also' recommend it for bedridden patients because it is easy to digest 

Consumer demand for less fat and more lean cuts of 

pork has led to the development of a streamlined hog. The animal 

has more total body weight in choice cuts -- hams, bacon, shoulders, 

and shoulder butts. In effect, this hog yields on the average 3.2 

pounds more lean meat and 9.6 pounds less fat than did its ancestors. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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Breeding certain qualities into an animal is often a 

long and costly process. It took the U. S. Department of Agricu1tur£ 

more than 16 years to make the meat-type hog a commercial reality. 

But the savings to the family budget has more than justified the 

research expenditures. NOW, about 35 per cent of the hogs 

slaughtered for market are the so-called meat-type. 

The lamb and mutton we eat are also from tailor-made 

sheep -- the Colttobia breed, for the most part, although there 

are now improvements on this "improved" animal. But the Columbia, 

which accounts for about 60 per cent of the sheep currently on 

range, economically produces more meat and more wool than any 

Qther sheep widely used for market purposes. 

No farm animal has undergone as great a transformation as 

has the cow. It has been bred to produce 25 per cent more milk 

and butterfat; to produce larger meat yields and less fat; to 

withstand either very hot or very cold weather well; and to be 

more disease resistant than its forebearers. To date, only the 

moo of the cow remains unchanged. There is yet no economic reason 

for science to alter it. 

--30--
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RESEARCH !1AI<fS COAL INDU~ FUTURE LOOK BRIGHT 

The economy of the coal industry may soon be in for a 

big boost. In fact, the future for coal looks increasingly bright. 

There are very valid reasons for this optimism: The imaginative 

and dynamic coal research and development programs being conducted 

under the auspices of the Interior D~partment's Office of Coal 

Research. 

With an e'}cemp1ary sign1eness of purpose, the Office of 

Coal Research has been competently stimulating a search for new 

uses of coal -- uses which would require sizable production 

increases from our mines, and which would also mean employment 

opportunities for hundreds of persons in West Virginia as well as 

in other coal-producing states. 

"Project Gaso1ine ll is typical of this search for new coal 

uses. An evaluation contract fer this project was recently i.niti-

ated by the Office of Coal Research o In this instance, new 

process methods would be utilized together with a new catalyst to 

manufacture gasoline and related chemicals, as well as char, from 

high~volatile bituminous coal. 

The success of this project would have tremendous impact 

on the coal industry. It would provide a new market for the use of 

up to 3 million tons of coal annually for one commercial-scale 

plant. Several such plants could mean the utilization of 25 million 

or more tons of coal per year. 

"Project Bootstrap" is another research and development 

program which appears to have great economic and technical 
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promise for the production of chemicals and synthetic fuels from 

coal. In this project, hydrogen will be used to "up-grade" coal 

through an electrical process. At the same time, attempts will be 

made to introduce hydrogen into the chemical compounds which 

constitute coal. An initial commercial-sized plant using this 

process -- if it proves commercially feasible -- would provide an 

additional market for coal of up to 2 million tons annually. 

Then, too, the Office of Coal. Research has signed a 

contract for the development of processes and methods to prepare, 

transport, and use pulverized ultrafine coal -- each particle of 

which would be equivalent to the diameter of a human hair. 

Ultrafine coal could be used in many processes, such as gasifica-

tion, liquification) and chemical manufacturing, and could boost 

consumer demand for coal by several million tons annually. 

There are several other research and development 

contracts which the Office of Coal Research is about to finance. 

Out of these projects, we can be certain, will come new vigor 

for the coal industry, and a new appreciation for the coal 

resources of the Nation. 

--30--
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THE P.MERICAN VJAY OF LIFE GETS BETTER ALL TIlE THm -- ----- -----

The enslAved citizens of Communist countries would turn 

green with envy if they were permitted to read recent U. S. Census 

Bureau reports on facilities found in American households in the 

1960 U. S. Census of Housing. These people would find that while 

( they seem to have less of everything, the American way of life 

... gets better all the time. 

For e}cample, among the 53 million U. S. households in 

1960, more than 43% million had radios, 46 million had television 

sets, and nearly 42 million had telephones available in or near 

their housing units. Ten years earlier, about 40~2 million American 

households had radio sets, and 5 million households had television 

sets. 

Thus, in a 10-year period from 1950 to 1960, the number 

of U. S. households with radio sets increased by 3 million and the 

number of households with television sets increased by 41 million. 

The 1950 Census of Housing did not include an inquiry on telephones, 

but Government officials nonetheless say that the 10-year-increase 

was sizeable. 

In Communist countries, the washing of clothes is almost 

entirely a back-breaking task for the woman. She generally has 

only a scrub-board and tub. Her American counterpart is pretty 

much free of this kind of household drudgery. 

(\ 
About 39 million U. S. households have washing machines, 

and about 9 million have clothes dryers, according to the 1960 

Census report. Among households with washing machines, 17.4 have 
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wringer or spinner type, 20.7 have semi-automatic or automatic 

machines, and 1 million have washer-dryer combinations. 

Then, too, we are also doing something about cooling our 

homes in the summer. In 1950, air-conditioning units for homes 

were practically a new item on the market. But by 1960, about 6' 

million American households had air-conditioning units. Current 

sales trends indicate that at least three times as many households 

will have such equipment by 1970. 

Owning one's own home is pretty much an unheard of thing 

in a COl~unist country. In the U.S.A., of the 53,023,875 occu

pied housing units enumerated in the 1960 Census, 32,796,720 homes 

-- or 61.9 per cent -- were owner occupied. In short, more than 

6 out of every 10 American families own thei.r O"t.vIl homes 0 

Communist leaders have a strange answer for this great 

dlsparity in, living standards between their people and ours. They 

say their people prefer to concentrate on building a "stronger'; 

State, while our people concentrate on acquiring more creature 

comforts. One wcnders what makes a "stronger" State -- enforced 

drudgery or freedom to acquire and enjoy more leisure through 

the ability to purchase "creature comforts." 
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UNCLE SAM'S BUG FILE REDUCES "CRIME" IN AGRICULTURE ---

Most Americans know how the FBI fingerprint file in 

Washington, D. C., helps state and local police forces fight crime. 

Few are aware, however, of a bug file maintained in the Nation's 

capital to help fight "crime" in agriculture -- damaging infes-

tations of crops and livestock by bugs. 

"Crime" in agriculture is far mere costly to Americans 

each year than crime in the streets of our cities. It is imperative, 

therefore, that any bug causing a harmful infestation be identified 

as quickly as possible so that control measures can be taken against 

it. 

To provide for the immediate identification of any bug, 

more than 14 million specimens of insects from all parts of the 

world are housed in a collection in the Natural History Museum of 

the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D. C. Some 400,000 

" species, believed to be approximately 50 per cent of all described 

insects, are represented. 

As an illustration.of why insect identification is so 

necessary, an incident that took place in Coral Gables, Florida, 

a few years ago, may be related. A home-grown grapefruit, cut 

open, was found infested by maggots. The house wife toolc the fruit 

to the Dade County agriculture agent. Within a few days, it got 

to the Smithsonian. The maggot was identified as the Mediterranean 

fruit fly. 

, 
\, About $10 million was spent on an immediate eradication 

program by State and Federal agencies to keep the infestation from 

spreading to commercial citrus groves in Florida and elsewhere in 
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the country. This quick work saved fruit and fruit trees worth 

countless millions of dollars. 

In 1954, in I1ampshire County, West Virginia, a bug resembling 

the Japanese beetle was found to be damaging lawTIs, stands of 

winter grains, and bean crops. Sent to the Smithsonian, the bug 

was identified as the European Chafer -- an insect with an enormous 

appetite. 

Not only was the infestation contained in lIampshire County, 

but it was quickly eradicated as well. I1owever, Federal entomo-

logists still wonder how the bug got into the Mountain State. 
\ 

The European Chafer had not previously been seen south of New 

Jersey. 

Last year, about 330,000 insects were received by the 

Smithsonian for indentification. Some came from farmers and 

householders; others from local and State agriculture and health, 

organizations; thousands also came from foreign governments lack-

ing trained perconnel for insect indentification work. 

The Smithsonian bug collection grows with each passing year. 

In 1961, about 73,000 insect specimens were added. These 

I 
'-" additions please Government entomologists. It helps them wage 

a more effective war against "crime" in agriculture. 
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HURRICANE SEASON DUE TO ARRIVE SOON -- ----

6-15-62 

vlithin the next few weelts, the skies over the Caribbean 

Sea, or the Gulf of Mexico, may become swollen and murkey with wind 

and moisture-bearing clouds. From near sea level to several 

thousand feet upward, these clouds may stack themselves in far-flung 

layers, pushing each other until they boil and swirl almost as one. 

In this atmospheric cauldron, a full-bodied hurricane may 

be born. It will be given a female first name by the U. S. Weather 

,Bureau. The first of the 1962 season will be christened Alma. IIer 

equally fearsome sisters, as they burgeon into life, will be, in 

order of birth: Beckey, Celia, Daisy, Ella, Flossy, Greta, Hallie, 

Inez, Judith, Kendra, Marsha, Noreen, Orpha, Patty, Rena, Sherry, 

Thora, Vicky, and Wilma. 

The life-spans of these forces of Nature are short --

usually 8 to 12 days. I1urricanes crossing ~'Jest Virginia literally 

have the wind beaten out of them by our hills. 

Normally, hurricane winds have a velocity of from 75 to 

150 miles per hour. However, those that have entered Hest Virginia 

were more noted for their wetness than their force of wind. Hazel, 

which caused severe damage to the Staters apple crop on October 

15, 1954, did so with wind gusts of about 25 miles per hour. 

Hazel also dumped from 4 to 6 inches of rain in the 

extreme eastern section of the State, causing the Chont River atParoon::: 

(, to reach its highest flood level of record -- 19.2 feet. Connie, in 
- ( 

August of 1955, poured approximately 3.25 inches of rain over the 

Cheat River basin, and also caused a sharp rise in the Monongahela 

River. 
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Diane~ which followed Connie's path four days later, dumped 

from 2 to 4 inches of rain over the Eastern Panhandle, again 

flooding the Cheat, and also the Potomac River. Audrey, a less 

intense hurricane, brushed across north and central Hest Virginia 

in late June of 1957. It shed about 2~ inches of rain and caused 

flooding in several narrow valleys in the State. 

The fearsome force of a hurricane can best be understood 

by a modern-day e~camp1e: the energy contained in one is said to 

be equal to ten 20-kiloton at~mic bombs going off every second. 

Moreover, when a hurricane passes, a pressure of two mi1lio~ tons 

is removed from each square mile of land in its path, due to the 

drop in barometric pressure. . 

flIIurric~e" is the Carib Indian word for "big wind." Its 

inqlusion in the Anglo-Sa}con language has not lessened the ominous 

sound of this word. Thanks to the U. S. Heather Bureau's special 

Ilurricane 't<larning Service, however, the big wind's toll in human 

life has been greatly reduced. 
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v1£ST VIRGINIA PLAYS GROvJING ROLE IN AMERICA'S "ELECTRIC LIVING" ----- -- --_ ... - --

West Virginia may yet become known as the "Dynamo State of 

the East." As of now, more than half of the electric power pro-

duced in the Mountain State is being exported to neighboring states 

to help people in those areas to "live better electrically." 

In fact, with the booming demand for electricity for home 

heating and air-conditioning, the kilowatt manufactured in West 

Virginia may be finding itself "c1imatizing" an expanding number of 

American homes in adjoining and nearby states. 

In 1961, utility companies in Hest Virginia generated 

16,856,000,000 kilowatt hours of electricity. Of this production, 

7,520,000,000 kilowatt hours were used within the State. The 

balance, almost 59 per cent of the total, was fed into transmission 

lines to other states. 

Many of the electric companies in the Middle Atlantic region 

have inter-connected transmission facilities. For example, the 

Allegheny Power System, serving northern and central West Virginia, 

is inter-connected with systems serving Pennsy1va~ia, Ohio, and 

Virginia. It is also inter-connected with the American Electric 

Power System serving southern West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, 

Indiana, and Michigan~ 

Actually, the kilowatt hours of electricity that are 

exported through these inter-connected systems are used mainly for 

displacement purposes. But even so, West Virginia-produced power, 

at times, gets used as far away as Michigan. 
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The growth of electricity production in West Virginia in 

the last 25 years has been impressive. It has increased about 

five times since 1937, when production was about 3 billion kilowatt 

hours. A further substantial increase is predicted by 1970. 

Two technical developments maIce this envisioned increase 

possible. To mention one, electricity can now be transmitted over 

longer distances economically. Previously, transmission was limited 

to l32,000-volt lines. Some utility companies now use 345,000-volt 

lines. Current experiments have made possible 500,000-volt-and-up 

transmission without excessive "power loss." 

( The other technical development enables modern power plants 

to economically use lower grades of coal. Such grades of coal, 

because of low BTU content, are usually not worth the shipping 

expense to distant power plants. But specially designed power 

plants, like the one being built on Stone River in Grant County, 

can locate near lower-grade coal fields and economically produce 

electricity for long-distance transmission. 

The Stony River plant, when completed, will send its 

electricity to Northern Virginia cities about 150 miles away 

through 500,000 volt transmission lines. Its construction in West 

Virginia points up the State's growing role as the "Dynamo State" 

of the East -- the State that is helping increasing numbers of 

Americans to "live better electrically." 

--30--
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Perhaps nowhere has the competitive ability of American 

manufacturers been more obviously demonstrated than in the 

automobile field. This is a case wher~for a while, foreign 

competition grew to be an extremely seriolls threat to the vitality 

of our domestic automobile industry. 

Foreign automobile imports, particularly "compact" cars, 

increased steadily from a total of 57~115 in 1955, to a maximum 

figure of 668,070 in 1959. It was an ominous trend. It called for 

fantastically costly planning, engineering, and retooling by our 

big manufacturers of automobiles. 

By late 1959, American producers of automobiles introduced 

their "compact" lines. The results were crippling to foreign 

car imports. In 1960, such imports dropped to 444,474 units. 

In 1961, they declined to 279,436 units. Early indications this 

year indicate an import trend comparable to 1961. 

In many instances, although not in all, foreign competi

tion may have been beneficial for Americans. Research has been 

stimulated by such competition, and so have innovations and cost 

reduction cn similar American-made products. Certainly, these 

( are economically desirable developments for a vigorous American 

economy_ 

--30--
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COt1PETITIVE ABILITY OF AMERICAN PRODUCERS HELD PHENOMENAL ==;..;;;.-. - _.......... ~ - em-

When it comes to achieving a competitive advantage for a 

product through greater production efficiency, American manu-

facturers can outclass most of their foreign rivals and come out 

with a lower price despite vastly different wage scales. Stories 

of such successful happenings are beginning to clutter the'fi1es of 

the U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Take, for ei{ample, the case of Japanese transistor radios. 

Between 1956 and 1959, imports of these miniature receiving sets 

grew so rapidly that they finally exceeded our domestic production. 

The reason for this: retail prices on imported sets were about 

half of those posted on comparable American-made sets. 

Faced with this competitive challenge, American radio 

manufacturers spent two years concentrating on research and 

production efficiencies. Now they are turning out transistor 

radios that sell for less than equivalent-quality Japanese sets. 

Imports of this item from Japan have now decreased by more than 

50 per cent! 

A couple of years ago, a West Coast manufacturer of 

sandal-type slippers found that he was being driven out of his 

own domestic markets by lower-cost Japanese products. Using 

American ingenuity, this manufacturer undertook some research. 

An investigation of the market showed that there was room 

for a slightly higher-quality, higher-styled scuff. The manu-

facturer took the gamble. As a result, he is not only experiencing 

a rapidly growing domestic market for his better product, but is 

also selling his quality "scuffies" in Japan! 

MORE • • • MORE 
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U. S. !iFOOD FOR PEACE" PROGRA~REDUCES STARVATION ABROAD 

The growing abundance of our-own agriculture makes it 

difficult for many Americans to comprehend the fact that two-

thirds of the world's population live in semi-starvation. None-

the1ess, this wide-spread hunger is a dark deficit in an age of 

space technology. 

In 70 underdeveloped countries -- mostly in semi-

tropical and tropical lands -- yields per acre are generally 

,low. Yet, the ratios of population to land are high. Moreover, 

these ratios grow wider apart with each passing year. 

Yet, for more than a decade, aside from Red China, 

there has been no real famine anywhere in the world. The reason 

for this is largely due to our Government's "Food for Peacef; 

program -- a program which strives to narrow the gap between 

abundance here at home and starvation abroad. 

Our country can never expect to feed the "have-not" 

peoples of the world to a point where each human being would 

have a dietary sufficiency. The total annual food deficiency 

is too great. 

It is estimated, for example, that in 1962, the 

underdeveloped countries will need 3.3 billion pounds of nonfat 

dry milk; 3.5 million lOO-pound bags of dry beans; 7 billion 

pounds of vegetable oil; and 1.1 billion bushels of wheat. In 

addition, millions of bags of rice are required, as well as 

billions of pounds of cotton fibre. 

But countless numbers of human beings are alive today 
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because we have shared with them our stockpiles of farm produce. 

In fiscal year 1961 alone, our shipments overseas amounted to 

661 million bushels of wheat; 273 million bushels of corn; 

21,200,000 100-pound bags of rice; 7,003,000 bales of cotton 

of approximately 500 a pound bales; and 2,882,000,000 pounds of 

vegetable oils. 

From July 1, 1954, when legislative authority launched 

the IlFood for Peace ll program, through December 31, 1961" our 

Government has shipped approximately $12.5 billion worth of food 

and fiber to needy people throughout the world. By the end of 

this calendar year, at least $2.5 billion will have been added 

to that figure. 

Our "Food for Peace" program has often been called 

"America's Bread-and-Butter Diplomacy." It is a program which 

Communist countries are incapable of launching, because of their 

own agricultural deficiencies. Thus, it is' not only a program 

which feeds hungry people, but it also proves to them that 

abundance is attainable in a free society. 

Our huge food surpluses are generally considered to be 

a national headache. However, we should really think of this 

bounty from our soil as an asset to world peace. 
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.A few short years ago, when Russia's first "Sputnik" 

flashed across the skies, our Nation awakened to the fact that we 

were falling behind in scientific achievement. Our concern was 

heightened when we discovered critical shortages developing in 

several specialized flbrainpoTNer" categories -- the sciences, 

mathematics, modern languages, and the teaching profession. 

Today, we face the space age, and the future, with re-

newed confidence. The Soviet Union's progress in space science 

no longer perturbs us unduly. The reason for this new faith in 

ourselves is due, in main, to the efficaciousness of the National 

Defense Education Act. Our flbrainpower" deficits are rapidly 

being erased. 

The National Defense Education Act was authorized by 

Congress in 1958. During the past 4 years, the NDEA has enabled 

approximately 350,000 undergraduate and graduate students to 

attend colleges and universities by loaning them $225 million to 

help finance their education. 

Most of the students obtaining NDEA loans were those 

who were majoring in some science, in engineering, mathematics, 

modern languages, or in teaching. It is entirely likely that 

many of these students, had they not been able to finance their 

college education, would have ended their education upon 

graduating from high school, or before completion of their college 

course. It is reasonable to assume from past statistics that the 

abilities of many of these students would have been lost to the 

Nation. 
MORE 0 •• MORE 
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The effectiveness of the program can be testified to by 

the fact that about one-fourth of the borrowers no~ paying off 

their student loans have become elementary and secondary school 

teachers. 

Since its enactment into law, the NDEA has made avail

able to the States on a matching fund basis nearly $300 million 

for strengthening elementary and high school education in the 

sciences, mathematics, and modern languages. This included the 

construction of more than 4 ~OOO electronic la.boratories~ plus the 

purchase of equipment for instruction in physics and chemistry. 

In addition, some 17 million children in public and 

private high schools have been helped to identify their talents 

and to develop their abilities in the directions best suited to 

them individually. This extremely important program was made 

possible through the counseling and guidance testing provisions 

of the NDEA. 

There are many other ways in which the NDEA has been 

strengthening education in America. Together with the major 

provisions of the Act, a new quality in teaching has been 

achieved while needed ''brainpower'' has been saved and developed 

for our security. 

--30-· 
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A STRONGER SENSE OF CONSERVATION VALUES HELD VITAL TO NATION 
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Approximately 33 years separate us from the 21st Century. 

During that space of time the inevitable sweep of history may bring 

our Nation face to face with many new and challenging problems, 

It is important, therefore~ that we not encumber the future with the 

unresolved problems of today. 

One problem~ still current because it has received only 

halting attention since before the turn of the 20th Century, is the 

<?ontinuing mi,suse~ abuse, and sheer neglect of our natural resources. 

We are turning this rich heritage into a poor endowment for our 

posterity, 

Today, our population is about 187 million. By 1980, 

it is likely to be about 245.7 million. We may have close to 300 

million Americans by the year 2000. This means an increasing 

dependence on natural resources for the necessities of life, as 

well as for expanding industrial and recreational needs. However, 

the realities of the situation are not pleasant to contemplate. 

For example, according to an Interior Department report, 

100 million Americans are currently getting their drinking water 

from rivers carrying sewage and industrial waste. But little is 

being done to clean up the hundreds of streams and rivers that are 

continuing avenues of extending pollution. 

Millions of acres of timberlands are in dire need of 

thinning and prunning to permit the growth of good timber stock. 

~, The timber needs of the Nation are estimated to be 100 billion 

board feet by the year 2000. Present assessments by the U. S. 

Forest Service say this is attainable only if we launch a vigorous 
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conservation program now. Current usage is about 45 billion 

board feet. 

An estimated 200 million acres of watershed land need 

conservation treatment -- contouring and seeding to stop soil 

erosion, and dams for flood control and water quality improvement. 

Proper management of these watersheds are vital to our future 

water needs. 

The reverse side of the conservation coin is proper 

utilization of a natural resource. In coal we have tremendous 

mineral wealth that is being virtually ignored -- wealth ~he 
(~ 

exploitation of which could mean countless thousands of diverse 

jobs for current and future generations. However, research 

programs to find new uses for coal can be considered as less 

than meagerly financed. 

What is needed at all levels of government -- Federal, 

State, County, and local -- is a strong sense of conservation 

and utilization values. Planning for immediate and long-range 

goals should be fully fended. For unless we show greater 

determination to make wiser use of our natural resources, we 

( will be passing on to succeeding Americans a kind of National 
\.. 

weakness that could impair their freedom. 
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(-- call to arms Q And although these units did not serve outside the 

( 

( 

(\. 

continental United States, they trained vigorously and were 

battle-ready. They also served under General Pershing on- the 

Me}cican Border in 1916$ 

Four days after America entered World War I, in April 

1917, the Guardsmen of the Mountain State were again mustered 

into Federal service. However, they did not fight as units. 

Instead, they served as replacements with Army divisions throughout 

France, and participated in many engagements. 

During World War II, while some West Virginia Guard 

Units were serving in the Panama Canal Zone. and in the Aleutian 

Islands, the l092nd Engineer Battalion (Combat) participated in 

the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland" and 

Central Europe, and won many distinctions and decorations. This 

battalion also fought in seven of the ten I~rean campaigns from 

1951 through the late summer of 1953. 

Today, the West Virginia National Guard includes the 

16th Special Forces Group (Airborne) -- one of four such groups 

in the entire Army National Guard --, and the Air National Guard. 

But no matter in what units they serve, the men of West Virginia 

who are members of the Nation Guard, and of reserve units, can be 

counted on to serve well. The people of our State are proud of 

them. 
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FEDERAL-STA~ REHABILITATION PROGRAM ~ BIg DIVIDENDS 

Being "on the shelf" is qUickly becoming a thing of the 

past for many handicapped and disabled West Virginians. Credit for 

this significant development, which has won national renown, goes 

to a very special and highly effective program being pursued by 

the State's Board of Vocational Education. 

Handicapped and disabled persons represent about every 

kind of disease and injury we humans can experience -- strokes, 

amputations, polio, mental illness, arthritis, deafness, blindness, 

mental retardation, and many others. However, given personal 

attention and help, many afflicted persons can be job-trained for 

remunerative employment. 

Last ,ear, 3,500 disabled West Virginia men and women 

went back to work as a result of such personalized attention and 

help from the Board of Vocational Education. While this number 

established a record for the State, indications are that a new 

and even better record may be established by the end of this ,ear. 

10 1961, West Virginia stood first among the 50 states and 

territories in the number of handicapped persons rehabilitated 

per 100,000 population. 

At present, the rehabilitation program in West Virginia 

is costing about $2 million a year, with the State putting up 

approximately $658,000 and the Federal Government the other 

$1,429,000. In effect, the State puts up about 30 per cent of the 

cost of the program. 

In terms of dollars and cents alone, the value of the 

program is tremendous. Those 3,500 disabled West Virginians who 
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were rehabilitated last year bear this out. They are now 

earning more than $5~ million a year, according to the U. S. 

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, which keeps fairly good 

figures on such matters. 

In the last few years, several thousand disabled West 

Virginians have been rehabilitated and restored to lObs. Thus, 

instead of being on welfare rolls. they are now working and 

paying taxes. 

Washington officials also have figures'to prove that 

about $10 is paid in Federal taxes by these handicapped persons 

during their working life for each dollar spent to rehabilitate 

them. This rates as a big dividend for Uncle Sam. It easily 

-proves the worth of the program. 

But aside from dollar-and-cents values, in terms of 

human recovery, the program is one of which all of us can be 

proud. Restoring disabled persons to usefulness, thus helping 

them to regain self-respect, gives us the kind of dividends 

which are priceless. 

--30--
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HEW DISBURSEMENTS TO WEST VIRGINIA HELD IMPRESSIVE ---

The disbursements to West Virginia, which the 

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare made in fiscal year 

1961, are impressive. They amounted to nearly $40 million in 

grants. But aside from the size of this sum, the expenditures 

illuminate the services which HEW renders to the people in our 

State. 

For example, in fiscal year 1961, West Virginia received 

over $6.4 million in Public Health Service grants. Of this sum, 

almost $5.8 million was for disease control, water-pollution 

control, and for the construction of hospitals, sewage treatment 

works, and other facilities. Nearly ~630,OOO consisted of 

National Institutes of Health grants for medical research and 

training. 

The bulk of NIH grants was made to West Virgin1a University, 

which obtained $572,368 for 31 research projects, 11 training 

grants, 3 regular fellowships, 16 part-time fellowships, as well 

as one traineeship for PHS work. NIH grants to other institutions 

in the State amounted to $55,876. 

Children1s Bureau grants to West Virginia amounted to 

$810,879 for three programs: maternal and child health services, 

crippled children's serVices, and child welfare services. 

Also during fiscal year 1961, the U. S. Office of Education 

made approximately $2.4 million available to state and local 

educational agencies in West Virginia. This included $621,000 

for loans to students in schools of higher education, and $119,000 

for vocational education, as well as $635,000 for other specific 

educational programs. 
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In addition" school districts in "Federally Impacted Areas" 

received about $129,,000; grants for library services were 

approximately $168,000; and grants to agricultural and mechanical 

colleges totaled $90,000. Programs for mentally retarded 

children received $10,000 in grants. 

The U. S. Office of Vocational Rehabilitation granted 

public and private non-profit rehabilitation agencies and 

educational institutions in the State a total of $1,498,584. 

Moreover, West Virginia obtained $1,197,729 for the support of 

basic rehabilitation services, as well as $15,167 to provide' 

infirmary services at the State's Rehabilitation Center and Work

shop" and $26,239 for the Cabell County Sheltered Workshop. 

It is interesting to note that HEW, which also administers 

the social security program, reports that more than $139 million 

in social security benefits was paid to West Virginians in fiscal 

year 1961. 

In fine, the HEW offers a good example of how an instrument 

of Government goes about its task of looking after the health, 

education, and general well-being" not only of West Virginians 

but also of all the American people. 
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WEST VIRGINIA FIGHTS DISEASES THREATENING RICH TIMBERLANDS 

A vigorous J unpublicized battle is being waged in the 

rich timberlands of West Virginia. It is a fight against tree 

diseases which have been posing an increasing threat to the 

production of hardwoods in our State. 

Allied in this war against the number one enemy of 

our forests -- a killer far more destructive than forest fires 

are West Virginia University~ the West Virginia Department of 

Natural Resources, and the U. S. Forest Service. 

It is an uphill fight, but the odds are on the side of 

man and science. The question, however, is how much destruction 

to good timber the_diseases will have wrought before they are 

fully controlled and eliminated. 

The serious consequences which tree diseases could have 

upon West Virginia's economy must be viewed in the light of the 

fact that two-thirds of our Statets total land area is covered 

by timber. At present, the Mountain State ranks seventh in the 

Nation in the volume of standing hardwood timber, largely oak 

and yellow poplar. About one-half of the Statets manufacturing 

establishments are dependent on wood and wood products for their 

raw material. 

Yet~ today, diseases account for 45 per cent of the 

total damage to our timber from all injurious agents combined, 

including forest tires. Year in and year out~ winter and summer, 

often undetected in their early beginnings~ diseases kill~ decay, 

stunt~ and malform good stands of timber, rendering them useless 

for most of man's many timber products. 
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Oak wilt is a disease now widespread in West Virginia. 

Control is sought by locating infected oaks and destroying them 

before the infection can spread to healthy trees. The Dutch elm 

disease 1s being similarly fought. But a disease recently 

discovered in West Virginia annosus root rot of pines --

presents a puzzling problem in "forest sanitation" for which an 

antibiotic control is being sought. 

Chestnust blight is a classic example of a disease 

which practically eliminated the American Chestnut from our foresta 

Today the few old chestnut trees that survived this disease 'are 

the basis for research to develop a strain of this specie which 

will be resistant or immune to the bl'ight. 

Through control methods now in use~ and through the 

hopeful development of antibiotics and other effective weapons l 

the cooperative efforts of West Virginia University, the West 

Virginia Department of Natural Resources, and the U. S. Forest 

Service are certain to bear happy results. This combined re

search and control work should help our State to maintain its 

eminent position in forest production and utilization. 

--30--

, 
" I 

1 
~ 
~ 
1 

" .~ 



~ (-

- ! 

''"-

~ .. ~ ,-

From the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR D.013ERT C. BYRD 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Hashington 25, D. c. 

Volume II -- Number 35 3-24-62 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

U. S. SENATOR ROBERT C. Bl~D 

m~ST VIRGINIA CAN BE RECP£ATIONAL CENTER FOR EASTERN UNITED STATES --_. --- -- - -"--"-

The national attention being focused on the mounting 

need for public outdoor recreational facilities holds great promise 

for the development of parklands in ~Jest Virginia. There are few 

areas east of the l1ississippi River that contain as much 

untrarmneled, awe-inspiring panoramic beauty as does our State. 

Paradoxically, the vast bulk of public land available 

for recreational purposes lies west of the Nississippi River, 

while the major portion of the Nation's population lies to the east 

of that River. Yet, in the East, the developed public outdoor 

recreational facilities are already overcrowded, and an expansion 

of those areas is limited. 

Thus, Hest Virginia, ~,ith her tumbling streams, oparkling 

lakes, majestic woodlands, and the mystic grandeur of her hil10 and 

valleys, is perhaps the only area in the Eaot where large-scale 

development of public outdoor recreat~ona1 facilities is highly 

possible. 

Aside from the merit to be found in t-Jest Virginia 1 s 

physical attributes, apprm~imate1y 2,600,000 people live within 

a radius of 100 miles from the center of our State. Appro4=imate1y 

26,000,000 people live within 250 miles of that came cente~. 

Hoot of these people live in crm-lded population centers--

big cities, where the. hustle and bustle of everyday living enervates 

both body and spirit. In ever-growing numbers these urbanites are 

seeking the renewing experience to be found in outdoor recreation. 

Thus, the'pressure :Cor outdoo~ recreational facilitieo keeps: 

increasing. 
HOP..E ••• MORE 
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One Hest Virginia area being given serious consideration 

for development as a national recreational facility is in the 

vicinity of the Racine and Coal rivers. Legislation to authorize 

the establishment of a 30,OOO-acre Coal River National Recreation 

Demonstration Area has already been introduced in both the House 

of Representatives and the Senate. 

Another area receiving Federal attention for possible 

recreational development is the New River Gorge. In addition, a 

contemplated westward expansion of the Nonongahe1a National Forent 

would provide many neW recreation facilities in West Virginia. A 

further enlargement of Harpers FerL'Y National Nonument is also 

under consideration. 

The proposed Allegheny Parkway, which would course 

'through about 300 miles of 'VJest Virginia' s most scenic country, 

would also provide many new recreational facilities along and 

adj acent to its L'oadway. 

It has often been said that the physical vigor of a 

nation is as much a part of its strength as good education. In 

the very near future, Hest Virginia may be helping millions of 

Americans to reinvigorate themselves in healthful outdoor 

activities. The natu~al beauty of our State is an asset of 

tremendous worth and must be exploited to the fullest. 

--30--
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By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

RECREATION 
Inquiries on Federal assist

ance for development of rec
reational projects in West 
Virginia are proliferating. 

This rising interest within 
the State fits the national 
pattern of mounting public 
demand for recreation. Year
ly, 9 out of 10 Americans
more than 175 million-travel 
the Nation's roads and by
ways in search of outdoor rec
reation. 

In so doing, they spend $20 
billion annually for outdoor 
recreation. In another decade, 
according to Federal esti
mates, they will annually 
spend nearer $47 billion, cre
ating 200,000 new full-time 
jobs in small cities and open 
countryside. 

As another piece in the mo
saic of national recreation de
mands, Federal and local gov
ernments are spending an es
timated $300 million annually 
to' build more parks and rec
reation areas in cities and to 
improve the urban landscape. 

Such activities and expendi
tures are glvmg a second 
meaning to the word recrea
tion, transforming it to mean 
not merely diversion and play, 
but also big business. 

West Virginians wanting to 
develop recreational projects 
and needing funding assist
ance have many prospective 
channels of Federal aid. 

Some are particularly well
suited to Mountain State 
needs. These include U.S. De
partment of Agriculture pro-

grams, such as loans for rec
reation enterprises provided 
through the Farmers Home 
Administration. Also, within 
that Department, the Soil 
Conservation Service has a 
leadership role for assistance 
to landowners and operators 
in developing income-produc
ing recreation enterprises on 
private lands. 

The Department of Hous
ing and Urban Development 
provides grants for neighbor
hood facilities needed for 
health, recreation, social, and 
similar community activities 
in selected areas. 

The Department of the In
terior, through its Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation, makes 
grants for approved public 
outdoor recreation enterprises, 
in keeping with the compre
hensive Statewide outdoor 
recreation plan accepted for 
the State of West Virginia. 

The multiple nature of 
available Federal assistance is 
attested to by a Dept. of Inte
rior publication comprIsmg 
224 pages of descriptive index 
of outdoor recreation pro
grams and related services of 
all Federal agencies. 

This publication, nominally 
priced, may be purchased 
through the Superintendent of 
Documents, GPO, Washington, 
D.C. 
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PUTTING HONEY INTO EDUCATION IS SOUND INVES'IHENT 
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School bells will be ringing again very soon for 

apprmtimately 1,~36,OOO Hest Virginia primary and seconda:;:y public 

school children. Some of this number will be newcomers to the 

educational process. Host of these young people, hmvever, will 

be classroom veterans refreshed after a Dummer of play and sun-

shine, and ready to tackle te:i~tbool'Cs. 

The opening of the school year mal~es us conscious once 

again of the need for e~~erting every effort to give our children 

the best poss~ble education. TIle problems we face today in West 

Virginia, in the Nation, and internationally, may be those with 

which our children will have to deal tomorrow. But only through 

a soundly-funded system of education can we prepare the youngsterE 

of today for the responsibilities of tomorrow. 

Putting money into education has proved to be a good 

investment for America. It has been the means by which this 

Nation has achieved the capacity to produce and distribute a 

greater volume of goods and services than that produced by any 

other nation. 

Education has also been the means by which science 

has opened new doors of discovery -- the Telotar Communications 

Satellite being the latest e::ample of scientific achievement. 

In America, too, education has been the process by 

which people of differing cultural bacl~grounds, origins, and 

creeds, have become united as a nation a nation which has been 

able to maintain stability in the face of every challenge and every 

danger. 
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As a whole, educational attainment in our country has 

been increasing. Today, nearly four out of five persons, 25 

years of age and over, have bad eight or more years of schooling. 

However, of every 10 youths in our population, two do not reach 

the senior year in high school; and one other, who does become a 

senior, fails to graduate, according to a recent ~ensus Bureau 

survey. 

nut the educational attainments of today are not 

sufficiently impressive when Vie\'led against the grot-ling magnitude 

of our domestic and foreign problems. Out of a population of more 

than 102 million persons, only 7.6 million Americans have four 

or more years of college to their credit. In effect, on the 

shoulders of ~his small number of Americens rests the burden of 

~eeping our Nation in the forefront of scientific achievement, and 

the leader of the free nations of the world. 

TI,e need for enriching our educational systems with 

sufficient funds to enable our teachers to do a better job in 

educating our chilc1ren ma!ces good financial sense. We could not 

provide our children ~1ith a better inheritance 'i:han a soundly-

based and well-rounded education. 
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COAL-ASSOCIATED HINERALS HOLD PROHISE OF NEW INDUSTRIES FOR STATE· .. __ _ ___ ... __ -e _______________ ~~ 

Scientific Lesearch is out to detennine whether 

rock, cla.y, and other material located in or adjacent to mineable 

coal seams can be profitably precessed for manufacturing and 

industrial pU~1Poses in coal mining areas. TIle feasibility of the 

( idea is certainly worth e:I'ploring. '. . 

Enthusiastic and professionally cempetent 

reaearchers at West Virginia University, ~~rking undey a contract 

signed recently with the Office of Coal Research, are doing just 

that. TIle success of this project could prove that coal-

associated minerals hold great potential value for the coal 

mining industry. Even in normal mining operations, these minerals 

could become ':secondary'; production items at little extra cost. 

Several mines in Southern vJest Virginia are already 

( proving that the eicploitation of coal-associated minerals is 

both feasible and practical. Some of these mines are o?erating 

plants to produce light-weight aggregates and construction 

materials from so-called "tailings" and the residue resulting 

from coal preparation. Moreover, one coal company is investing 

large sums of money in a pilot plant for the recovery of alumina 

frOIti mine refuse. 

West Virginia University scientists are under-

taY~ng their research project in three phases. First, they will 

( gather comprehensive information as to the quantity and quality 
(,-

of rock and mineral materials which are located in or adjacent 

to mineable coal seams. 

The second phase of the work involves the studying 
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( and testing of methods of mining and beneficiating shales, clays, 

slates, refuse, and other minerals and ma~erials physically 

associated with the coal being mined. 

( 

( 

( 

The third phase wi 11 be to determ.ine by what 

steps these coal-associated materials may be economically sepa

rated into such widely varied products as light-weight aggregate, 

construction sand, silica and glass sand, refractory clay, oil 

shales, mine rock dust, lime and limestone dust, cement, alum or 

alumina, sulphur and sulphuric acid, low-grade iron ores, ceram:tc 

materials, geranium, uranium, and many other products. 

Individually, each of these minerals may be of 

marginal or sub"marginal value. Taken together, however, and. 

mined with coal at little additional cost, they could result in 

extremely profitable items, and could lead to the early develop

ment of new manufacturing and industrial complexes throughout the 

Appalachian coal mining areas. 

! 
Conceivably, if methods of processing are 

perfected and profitable markets for even a few of these 

Hsecondary" products are developed, many hundreds of ne't-J jobs 

would be created in coal mining areas. 
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VIEST VIRGINIA STUDENTS BENEFIT FROJ:1 SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAN --=---- .... - - - -----.. ----- -.-

In more than 1,500 l-Jest Virginia schools 

approximately 130,000 students line up each day for a we1l-

balanced luncheon. This nutritional noon~time meal costs only 

a nominal charge, or nothing at all, depending on the financi'al 

circumstances of a student's family. In all, about 30 million 

meals will be served to the State's school children by the time 

the 1963 summer vacation period starts. 

The tab for this school lunch program, which is 

jointly participated in by the State and Federal governments, is 
,-. 
very small considering the benefits involved. For the 1962 school 

year, which began in September 1961, the Federal government gave 

West Virginia $1,372,142 for this program. The State put up 

approximately $215,000. In total, this amounted to roughly 5¢ 

per meal. 

Several counties and coulillunities also ma~~ 

contributions to the program. Many private groups of citizens 

and frate~~al organizations h~lp out with services, supplies, and 

sums of money. This cooperative effort speaks well for the con-

cern which the people of the Mountain State have for their 

children. 

The school lunch program follows carefully 

designed menus. Each meal is predicated on providing youngsters 

~ with a third to a half of their daily nutritive requirements. In 

economically depressed areas, a special program provides school 

children with at least two-thirds of their daily nutritive needs. 

MORE ••• MORE 
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The U. 8. Department of Agriculture, which is 

responsible for the National School Lunch Program, is busy 

filling up school larders. The Department's program covers some 

65,400 schools across the country, in which more than 14 million 

youngsters will be fed for a total of about 2.5 billion lunches. 

Thus, the procurement of food undertaken on behalf of the program 

is tremendous. 

Already, the Department has purchased an 

initial 294,000 cases of No. 10 size cans of peas, 443,000 cases 

of red tart pitted cherries, 300,000 cases of canned green beans, 

and almost 5 million pounds of fresh frozen chickens. It also 

intends to buy 25 million pounds of frozen ground beef, and has 

asI~ed for bids on canned peaches, corn, and pineapple. The milk 

and bread requirements of the program are contracted for on a 

local basis. 

In the schools themselves, mostly \'1ith voluntary 

help, the basic protein foods and the fruits and vegetables are 

turned into beneficial meals. This program has been carried on in 

West Virginia for the past 15 years. In the same manner, the 

~, program has been participated in by the other states and 

territories. 
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CONSUMER INTEREST GROHING IN vIEST VIRGINIA HANDM.ADE GLASSVJARE 
. ---- - -. --

Glass is composed largely of s5.lica sand, 

lime, and soda ash. But to turn these basic raw materials into 

elegant tableware, or objects of art and ornamental beauty, re-

quires the kind of unique craftsmanship for which ltlest Virginia' s 

handmade glass~1are i.ndustry has been historically noted. 

This :is ~1hy, of late, there is a renewed and 

growing apprec:tation, both domestically and overseas, of the f:tne 

handmade glassware producecl by West Virginia artiGans. Cheaper 

priced products made in Italy, Hest Germany, 3'tveden, and Japan, 

do not contain the quality and craftsmanship historically 

associated with West Virginia handmade glassware. 

'!he upswing in domestic interest in ltlest 

Virginia handmade glassware may have been occasioned by the 

recent purchases made by Mrs. John F. Kennedy and Hrs. Lyndon 

Johnson. TILe First Lady is a connoisseur of fine glassware, and 

the Vice President's wife has a reputation of setting a wel1-

appointed table. It can be assumed that neither lady would buy 

glassware that was not of the very best quality and worlananship. 

The rise in overseas interest in West 

Virginia handmade glassware can be judged from a review of the 

latest available export statistics, bearing in mind the fact that 

West Virginia's 25 handmade glassware producers account for more 

than half of the total United States production. 

In 1960, our country shipped 313,291 dozen 

handmade glassware items overseas. In 1961, our exports rose to 

376,412 dozen, or an increase of 63,121 dozen over 1960 exports. 
MORE ••• MORE 
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And although the 1961 figure is still 20,016 dozen below shipments 

of 396,428 dozen made in 1958, the reversal of the dO't'lllward trend 

in exports is significant. 

Of course, foreign handmade glassware imports 

continue to make serious inroads in our own bacl~yard, so to 

speak. During the years 1958-1961, such imports increased their 

proportion of United States consumption from 44e7 to 49.9 per 

cent. No tariff relief has been afforded American handmade 

glassware producers. And since wages average about two-thirds 

of the cost of handmade glassware, competition from foreign 

countries tends to be severe because of the vast differences in 

wage rates. 

Since early in the 1J20's, western Virginia's 

handmade glassware has had the respect and admiration of 

discerning consumers. Back in those days, newspapers were 

reporting that a little glass worl~s at Wellsburg, which had begun 

operations in 1315, was ma.king glass decanters "of great beauty 

and solidity," and '\lhite flint glass rivaling the foreign 

product." 

Today, after almost 150 years of quality 

glass making, West Virginia's handmade glassware industry is 

still "rivaling the foreign product. II A growing consumer aware

ness of this fact should prove helpful to the industry in the 

years ahead. 
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VIEST VIRGINIA FAP-lVIS CAN OFFER UNTAPPED RECREATIONAL POTENTIAL - - - -_ .. -- ..-..-.-..-----

Taking the family on a farm vacation is not a new idea. 

However, among city dwellers, farm vacations are becoming in-

creasingly popular, according to a recent survey by the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture. 

In the light of this fact, some of the elements of rural 

life that West Virginia fax-mers may take for granted have a new 

value. Indeed, clean country air, blue slde~, a cornfield, a 

stand of trees, or a running brook, can mean additional income to 

individual farme-rs as growing numbers of urbanites seel~ escape 

fram a city civilization full cf gadgets, gasoline £~mes, and 

crowded living. 

Many West Virginia farms have a built-in advantage over 

farms· in other Eastern states -- unparalleled scenic beauty. 

Moreover, many of our farms have small lots which are adaptable 

for camping, and woodland lots which can be utilized for 

picnicking, or adjacent hilly lands for vacationers who like 

to hike. 

Of course, the construction of a farm pond could be an 

added attraction, and could also mean additional income. Some 

farmLTs in other states not only make their ponds available to 

summer vacationists for swimming, but also charge a dollar a 

day for the rent of a small boat, or for fishing privileges. 

These ponds are usually stocy~d with bluegill, crappie, bass, 

and catfish. 
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In winter months, farmers who are malting recreation a side 

business encourage ice-skaters to use their ponds for a small 

daily fee. Some fa~Lners have also prepared small hills for 

tobogganing and sledding, and charge enthusiasts of these winter 

sports a nominal fee. 

It is interesting· to note that some Naine farmers charge 

a single camper from $5 to $7 per weel~, and a family of 

campers from $12 to $15 per week o These fees do not uaual1y 

include the use of utilities other than plenty of good drinking 

water and toilet facilities. The sale of food to campers pro-

vides an extra source of revenue. 

Not all vacationers like to camp out. Some seek farms 

w~ich have bedroom accommodations, or small cabins or cottages 

for rent. Fees for such accommodations vary, but are said to 

average about $50 per week per person, when meals are included. 

Americans are becoming more recreation conscious than 

ever before. The average city family will travel about 250 

miles for a vacation spot. Most public recreational areas are 

already over-crowded. Perhaps this is the reason why farm 

vacations are becoming so popular D In any event, Heat Virginia 

£a~Lners can tap this growing recreational potential to their 

own good advantage. 
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OUR WEATHER SATELLITES ARE PROVING INCREASINGLY USEFUL - - =;...;...;;;~ .;;;;;..;..;~.;;.;;.;.;..;;..;;.;..;..---

Probably the most significant benefit of the Nation's 

Tiros weather satellite program has been the ability of these 

man-made space bodies to discover and track such major storms as 

hurricanes and typhoons. However, these Tiros satellites are 

proving useful in other respects. 

Earlier this year, for example, a Tiros photograph 

revealed the sudden presence of icebergs in the North Atlantic. 

The U. S. Coast Guard, which maintains an iceberg watch, was 

immediately notified. Steps were quickly taken to prevent ships 

~rom possible collision with these partially submerged ice hazards. 

But the photograph which revealed the icebergs got weather 

researchers to thinking about the general usefulness of photo-

graphing seas. Such photographs could possibly reveal rough sea 

conditions. This kind of information, passed on to ship captains, 
i 

would enable a vessel to skirt an area of possible danger. loJork 

on this program is proceeding at a rapid pace. 

The sharpness and clarity of the photographs being taken 

by our Tiros satellites are also spurring new programs of 

detection of benefit to all Americans. One such hopeful program 

would be the early detection of forest fires. Another possible 

surveillance program would be the detection of locust clouds so 

that farmers in a threatened area could be forewarned of the 

coming of these insects. 
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The potentials inherent in the Tiros program are so vast 

that earlier this year the Congress passed an Act which created 

a National Weather Satellite Center. The Act also called on the 

U. S. Weather Bureau to establish a National Operational 

Meteorological Satellite System. 

The first Tiros satellite was successfully launched on 

April 1, 1960. Since that time, five of these instrument-packed 

space bodies have been launched. Each Tiros is cylindrical in 

shape, resembling a large hat box. Each weighs about 285 pounds 

and carries two television cameras, and circles the earth about 

( 
every 100 minutes at an approximate altitude of 450 miles. 

In contrast to space flight programs where the benefits 

to Americans are in· long-range research and development, the 

Tiros satellites have been sending us information of immediate 

value. In the case of hurricanes and typhoons which the Tiros 

satellites have discovered, an additional two or more days of 

warning have been gained--time which has been significant in 

preparing safeguards for lives and property in the direct path 

\ 
of those storms. This is a measurable benefit, just as new 

detection uses by the Tiros satellites will prove to be. 
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vmST VIRGINIA IRON ORE DEPOSITS MAY HAVE GOOD FUTURE - --- ---

The abundant deposits of iron ore in West Virginia, and 

in adjacent Appalachian areas, may soon be called upon to fill the 

growing needs of the Nation's steelmakers. This possibility stems 

from new technology being developed by the U. S. Bureau of Mines 

-- technology which seeks economically feasible methods of extract-

ing the iron in low-grade ores. 

Up to now, research to utilize our abundant deposits of 

low-grade iron ores has been pursued in a dilatory fashion. So 

long as we had high-grade ore deposits to work, there seemed to be 

no pressing need to concern ourselves with finding methods for the 

economic extraction of iron from low-grade ore deposits. 

However, the hard new look being afforded the Appala-

chian region iron ore deposits results from the exhaustion of the 

rich ore deposits in the Lake Superior area -- deposits which, " 

historically speaking, were opened so recently. 

Today, much of the high-grade iron ore used by our 

stee1makers is imported. Some comes from Canada, but a goodly 

percentage comes from Venezuela and other Latin American countries. 

Thus, there is national concern that, in the event of war, or of 

political upheavals in Latin America, these foreign supplies of 

iron ore could be cut off. 

The low-grade iron ore deposits in the Appalachian 

; region are called ''hematitic sandstones • II These deposits are said 

to contain several billion tons of extractable iron -- enough to 
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( 
supply our Countr.y's steel needs for the next one hundred or more 

years at the current rate of steel consumption. 

Currently, in connection with the iron ore deposits in 

West Virginia, the U. S, Bureau of Mines is seeking an economic 

method to reduce the phosphorus and sulphur content while increas-

ing the iron content of the concentrate produced. Moreover, the 

Bureau is also experimenting on ways to separate the silica 

associated with West Virginia ores. 

Also, while intensive research is proceeding on the 

( economic removal of impurities from the ore, the Bureau is engaged 

in experimental work in the production and utilization of pellets 

reduced from concentrated ore, Pelletizing ore concentrates 

could mean lower steel production costs, 

In Colonial days, the low-grade iron ores of western 

Virginia were eagerly sought after by the iron furnances in 

Tidewater Virginia. Now, after a lapse of more than a century, 

the wheel of history has fully turned; only this time the Nation 

may soon eagerly seek the calcareous red iron ores in what, since 

100 years ago, is now t-lest Virginia. 
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SALINE WATER CONVERSION IMPORTANT TO NATION'S PROGRESS 

A population explosion, which has changed small 

communities into small cities, and large cities into megalopolises 

embracing myriad new and expanding suburbs, has focused increased 

attention on the urgent need for low-cost sea water distillation. 

Concern for the problem has been reflected in Con-

gressional action. Large sums of money have been appropriated 

for research programs designed to develop low-cost methods of 

producing needed supplies of potable water from sea water or 

from brackish river water. 

Two distillation pilot plants are already in operation. 

A third is soon to be constructed at Wrightsville Beach, North 

Carolina. Food Machinery and Chemical Corporation also has a 

research contract on a phase of the problem, and is undertaking 

the work at its plant in San Jose, California. 

Remarkable progress has already been achieved. The 

cost of converting 1,000 gallons of sea water to fresh water 

has been reduced from over $4 to about $1. The goal sought is 

to reduce the conversion cost to about 40¢ per 1,000 gallons. 

Statistics point up the critical problem facing the 

Nation due to the growing scarcity of water suitable for 

municipal, industrial, and agricultural uses. The figures 

also tell us that we have a nearing deadline in which to meet 

the problem. 

In 1960, we were using water at a rate of 270 billion 

gallons a day--an increase of 12 per cent over the rate of 
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use in 1955. By 1975, the use of water in the United States 

is predicted to increase to 453 billion gallons a day--almost 

double present consumption. 

Thus, the success of research work to find a low-cost 

method for converting sea water and brackish water into potable 

water is of vital importance to the progress of the Nation. 

However, sea water distillation should not be looked 

upon as a panacea for all water problems. Good conservation 

practices, instituted now, would do much to alleviate the 

pending water shortage. We are still carelessly polluting, 

mismanaging, and misusing the fresh water resources that are 

available to us. 

Perhaps, as a Nation, we have not come to fully 

understand that water is a perishable commodity. More can 

and should be done to improve watersheds and to properly 

manage them, to curb and clean up stream pollution, to plan 

and construct reservoirs for containment of excessive rain 

water runoff. 
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WEST VIRGINIA TINPLATE USED IN CANNING TUNA FISH PACK ---- -- ---

Tuna on grocery shelves may come from the watery 

depths of the Atlantic or Pacific oceans; but a significant 

percentage of the steel cans encasing the flavorful fish meat 

is produced from a special-size tinplate manufactured in 

"Pittsburgh area steel mills," which include those in West 

Virginia, according to can manufacturing officials. 

Producing tinplate for the tuna packing industry is 

no small piece of business. Last year, the Uni.ted States tuna 

pack was approximately 16 million cases, with a canning plant 

value of about $190 million. 

Most of the pack originated in 25 West Coast canning 

plants. About 10 per cent of the pack was produced in East 

Coast and Puerto Rico canning plants. 

However, about 40 per cent of the tinplate used to 

can the West Coast tuna pack came from East Coast steel mills. 

Moreover, of the 40 per cent, approximately two thirds came 

from the so-called Pittsburgh area steel mills. 

As for the East Coast and Puerto Rico tuna pack, 

about 75 per cent of the tinplate used came from Pittsburgh 

area steel mills. Much of this production came from Weirton, 

West Virginia. 

~Jile the United States tuna canning industry 

routinely converts about 60 per cent of the landed weight of 

the fish into highly nutritious protein food for human 

consumption, a good part of the remaining 40 per cent is used 
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for cat food. This also requires cans made of tinplate, 

much of which also comes from Pittsburgh area steel mills. 

Of course, other kinds of seafood are also packed 

in tinplate produced in the steel mills of our area. Salmon 

and sardine packs are also sizable. But none compares to 

the tuna pack, which has been growing at a tremendous rate 

in this country. 

For example, the domestic tuna pack in 1920 was 

about 1 million cases. In 1945, the pack had increased to 

5 million cases o In 1954, the amount of tuna cenned jumped 

to 10 million cases. By 1960, the pack was 15 million cases. 

Last year, the pack increased by 1 million cases to reach an 

all-time high of 16 million cases. Federal officials believe 

the pack will reach or exceed 20 million cases by 1965, and 

that means a steady increase in the production of tinplate 

for tuna canning., 

Participation in the tuna pack is but another example 

of how West Virginia industries serve the many needs of 

Americans. 
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WILDLIF~ GROWTH IN STATE DESERVES GREATER HUNTER ATTENTION 

Sportsmen who live east of the Mississippi River would 

do well to emulate the Indians of old. For pleasant and re-

warding hunting and trapping, they have only to roam the hills 

and valleys of West Virginia. 

Before the white man came to America, and for many years 

after Colonial settlements were established in what is now 

West Virginia, many Indian tribes, encamped to the east, west, 

north, and south, would make long treks to the area of the 

Mountain State to hunt for food and fur-bearing animals. Few other 

areas were so rich in wildlife resources. 

Today, West Virginia is once again a haven for abundant 

numbers of wildlife of many species. The thou8~rids of streams 

that interlace our State, and the millions of acres of verdant 

forestlands, seem conducive to the growth and multiplication of 

wildlife. 

For example, the u.S. Fish and Wildlife Service estimates 

that the white~tailed deer population in West Virginia is now more 

than 80,000. Last year, the kill in this species was over 5000. 

The elusive wild turkey, almost extinct in the State 

a few years back, now numbers well over 10,000. Last year, patient 

hunters who have studied the feeding habits of these wary birds 

bagged over one thousand of them. 

The ruffed grouse has become so plentiful in West 

Virginia that open season on this game bird has been lengthened 

from mid-October to the end of January. The grouse, whose 
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powerful wings can carry its three-to-four pounds of body weight 

at 30 to 40 miles an hour, can be found in most open forest spaces 

and on old logging roads. 

Even the burly black bear is staging an impressive 

comeback in the Mountain State, and is now estimated to number 

over 500. Hunters succeeded in taking 65 of this loping bruin 

last' year, mostly in the Monongahela National Forest. 

The nocturnal opossum, who often feigns death when 

caught, is also increasing in number, though 1,225 of them were 

taken by sportsmen in our State last year. But that bushy, ringed

tail night prowler, the raccoon, whose numbers have been rapidly 

mUltiplying in the State, gave over 7,800 skins to hunters in 

1961. 

Beaver, bobcat, red and gray fox, mink, muskrat, skunk, 

and weasel--all.are now prospering habitants of woodlands 

throughout most of West Virginia. For sportsmen, this wildlife 

challenges skill and cunning and makes hunting a profitable 

recrestion. 
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STATE'S SCHOOL SYSTEMS CAN BE STRENGTHENED BY EDUCATIONAL TV 
---~...;. ---- - - -

Some West Virginia school systems are now using 

television as an educational aid for upgrading classroom 

instruction in certain vital subjects such as English, 

mathematics, and the sciences. They are also finding that 

the medium, when properly used, results in a big savings to 

taxpayers. 

Charles Tovm, in Jefferson County, and Berkeley 

Springs, in Morgan County, are already using television to 

maximize the teaching of essential subjects to their public 

school students. These two cities are receiving thei~ 

programs through an arrangement with a non-profit ultra 

high frequency TV station in Washington, D. C. 

Elsewhere in West Virginia, educational channels, 

not yet activated, have been reserved for school systems in 

..., 

the areas of Charleston, Huntington, Morgantown, and Wheeling. 

When in operation, these TV stations could materially benefit 

school systems in spar~ely populated areas -- especially high 

schools, where small student numbers make it impossible to 

hire teachers for many desirable math, science, and language 

courses. 

At present, 301 ultra high frequency television 

channels have been reserved throughout the country for use by 

private non-profit organizations and by school systems. The 

U. S. Office of Education estimates that educational TV is 

helping to improve the quality of instruction in many subjects 

to some 3.5 million students in 7,500 public primary 
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and secondary schools in the Nation. 

The Ford Foundation, which has been offering grants 

of money to school systems on an experimental basis to 

determine the effectiveness of television as an educational 

aid, reports that it is highly pleased with results thus far. 

U. S. Office of Education officials have stated that "TV 

classroom instruction is helping many young people to become 

better. educated and better prepared for intelligent living 

and for job opportunities in the space age." 

Generally, advocates of educetional television 

contend that classroom instruction prepared for use throcgh 

TV "is superior to what most students would otherwise receive 

because only superior teachers are used in the preparation 

of such lessons." 

In Washington County, Maryland, after a two-year 

experiment with educational TV, the superintendent of schools 

reported that the achievement testing of students receiving 

TV instru~tion indicated that they were obtaining grades above 

standa.rd nationt1l nm::'DS ~ The success of the Washington County 

experiment has been responsible for the rapid grO\\'th of 

educational televisio::l •. But, as a mountainous area with many 

spar3ely populated communities, the Washington County experi

ments also indicate that greater use of TV in West Virginia 

could be a boon to education in our State. 
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LOWER PANAMA CANAL TOLLS ON COAL COULD HELP t-JEST VIRGINIA - - .--.- -----
Japan is the foremost importer of United States 

coal, much of which 1s shipped to that Asian country from 

West Virginia mines. But growing competition from Russia 

and Australia threatens to seriously reduce American coal 

exports to the Land of the Rising Sun. 

This competition, however, could be overcome through 

a selective "reduction for coal in Panama Canal tolls--a 

reduction which would not only help West Virginia and other 

coal-producing states to maintain a high level of coal exports 

to Japan, but would also serve to improve America's gold 

reserve situation. 

To understand Why a reduction is needed in the toll 

charge for coal passing through the Panama Canal, a review of 

the following statistics is necessary: 

In 1951, Japan's imports of coal from the United States 

amounted to l~ million tons. Five years later--in 1956--the 

figure reached 3% million tons. It went up to 4,988,000 tons 

in 1960, and to 5,958,000 in 1961~ 

For the first six months of 1962, Japan imported 

3,826,212 tons of U. S. bituminous coal as compared with 

3,143,328 tons in the corresponding period of 1961. (Italy, 

second ranking importer of U. S. coa~, took 2,690,518 tons in 

the first balf of this year, as compared with 2,378,728 tons 

for the same period in 1961). 
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But despite the fact that the United States continues 

as the major supplier of Japan's coal needs, our share of her 

market fell from 72 per cent in 1959, to 53 per cent in 1961. 

Meanwhile, Australia's share of the Japanese market has moved 

up from 481,000 tons of coal in 1959, to 2,561,000 in 1961-

or from a 10-per-cent participation in 1959 to 23 per cent 

of the Japanese market in 1961. Moreover, in the first three 

months of 1962, Australia shipped 762,760 tons to Japan, as 

compared to 333,380 tons for the same period in 1961. 

Russia is also getting a bigger chunk of the Japanese 

coal market--from 36,000 tons delivered in 1959 to 560,000 

tons in 1961. At present, Russian trade representatives are 

proposing to open negotiations with Japanese steel mills for 

delivering 5,220,000 tons of coal between 1963 and 1965. 

Earlier this year, Japan agreed to purchase 3.4 million tons 

of Russian oi1--another threat to West Virginia coal exports. 

Presently, the Panama Canal tolls for coal are the 

same as for all other commodities--90¢ a net vessel ton. 

However, a reduction of 25¢ a ton would be very meaningful 

in helping to meet Russian and Australian competition. This 

reduction, plus lower. domestic freight rates envisioned 

through the use of the integral train, should secure the 

Japanese market for West Virginia coal for a long time to 

come. 
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A "KILOGRAM" AND A "METER" ARE NATION"S MOST PRIZED POSSESSIONS -- ---- - -- .. 
T"'\,]O of the most valuable possessions of the United States 

government have only an indirect concern with money, yet they 

directly affect the purse of every American. They are perfect 

standards of weight and measurement--a "kilogram" and a "meter. 1I 

These two highly prized standards are made of platinum 

and iridium. But that is not the reason they are so highly 

valuable. Their tremendous worth is due to the fact that every-

thing we manufacture or buy has been weighted or measured against 

these perfect standards. 

Kept in a glass vault at the National Bureau of Standards, 

in Washington, D. C., the perfect kilogram and meter are never 

touched by human hands even though they are constantly used to 

test the accuracy of weight or measurement instruments. The 

moisture of a hand could change the fractional weight of the 

kilogram, and the heat of a hand could expand the fractional 

length of the meter bar. 

When in use, the kilogram is handled by a cloth-covered 

claw operated from an adjacent room. The meter bar is handled by 

a technician wearing white gloves of a special ~it. 

H~~ is it that Uncle Sam uses the kilogram and meter for 

accuracy tests of weights and measures when our common usage is 

the pound and yard? By international agreement, measurement 

systems throughout the world are metric standards. All measure-

ments of mass (weight) are based upon a kilogram, and all measure-

~nts of length are based on the meter. 
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Thus, the United States pound is a precise fraction of 

the kilogram; one pound being Oe45359237 kilogram. The yard is 

a precise fraction of a meter; one yard being 0.9144 meter. All 

precision instruments for weights and measures in our country are 

calibrated accordingly. 

The kilogram and meter in the glass vault at the National 

Bureau of Standards were made by the International Bureau of 

Weights and Measures, in France. They were brought to this 

country in 1390. They have been used since that date as primary 

controls of weight and measurement instruments throughout the 

Nation. 

In space-age science, however, where the most minute 

measurements are required, the perfect kilogram and meter are not 

considered to be perfect enough. Two years ago, the world's 

nations, including the United States, adopted a new standard for 

length--l,650,763~73 wavelengths of the orange-red light from a 

krypton 86 lamp. 

A substitute for the perfect kilogram still eludes science. 

Experiments to use the atom for precise weight have proved 

unsuccessful thus far. 
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NO tlFIRST STRIKEr: NUCLEAR TARGETS IN HEST VIRGINIA -......--. 

Defense Secretary HcNamara has officially published a 

nuclear strategy for the United States that has special interest 

for Hest Virginia. The strategy implies that there are no "first 

strike" nuclear targets i.n the Hountain State. 

According to Secretary McNamara, if there is a nuclear 

war, the opponents will probably first try to Imock out each 

other's nuclear power before moving on to cities, Air bases and 

missile sites will be the immediate targets on both sides. It 

is believed that our vast firepower, too great to be eliminated 

in one stril~e, 't\lou1d give our opponents an "incentive li to call a 

halt to the war before nuclear destruction could be heaped on our 

cities. 

This nuclear strategy of "controlled response" has re-

placed the old strategy of ':massive retaliation" -- which was 

sometimes called "spasm response lt because it implied a massive, 

civilization-destroying attack. Our strategy has changed because 

our country has been developing its capability of malcing more than 

one nuclear strike after we and our allies have been attacked l'lith 

nuclear weapons. 

Defense Secretary ,McNamara holds that, if it is neces~ 

sary to do so, we have sufficient reserve striking power to de-

stroy an enemyts society even after our air bases and missile 

sites have been attacl~d. This fact would give a possible enemy 

the strongest imaginable "incentive" to refrain from striking our 

cities. 

If air bases and missile sites can be assumed to be 

"first strikeH targets, it is interesting to note that the near-
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est SL1ch targets to Hest Virginia are in Indiana (near Columbus 

and near Peru), and in Ohio (near Wilmington and near Columbus), 

and in Virginia (near Hampton). They are all far enough from 

Hest Virginia to make the State safe from the blast and fire 

effects and the intense initial radiation which 'rlould come from 

a nuclear burst on any of these targets. 

The radioactive fallout from the nearest of these tar-

gets would have to travel more than 100 miles before it reached 

the Hest Virginia State line. The fallout l'Jould talc.e four to 

seven hours to arrive in llest Virginia, depending on the winds. 

Meanwhile, the fallout radiation would have decayed in intensity 

to about one-tenth of what it was an hour after the explosion 

that produced it. 

These calculations ind~cate that nuclear survival in 

llest Virginia, based on the strategy of "controlled response, II 

might be assured by adequate fallout protection. Secretary 

McNamara has announced that he intends to put a serious fallout 

shelter program very high on the list of priorities for the next 

session of Congress. 
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JlfVENILE DELINQUENCY DECLINES IN STATE AND 1! NATION 

Juvenile delinquency in Hest Virginia's 55 counties 

showed an overall 3-per-cent drop in court cases in 1961 as com-

pared with 1960, according to figures compiled and recently re-

leased by the Children's Bureau of the Department of Health, 

Education, and llelfare. 

Two West Virginia counties scored the biggest decline 

in juvenile delinquency. The Cabell County Court reported a 

decline from 313 juvenile cases in 1960, to 249 cases in 1961. 

In Kanawha County, the dec l:i.ne llas from 793 court cases tried 

in 1960 to 501 cases tried in 1961. 

State-wide, the drop in juvenile cases tried before 

county courts was from 3, 325-±n-1960 to 3,232 cases in 1961. 

A few tJest Virginia counties e~cperienced a s light increase in 

cases tried in 1961 over 1960. In most such instances, however, 

the increase was apprmdmately 2 per cent. 

Nation-wide, juvenile delinquency cases dropped one 

per cent. This is the first time in 13 years that a nation-wide 

decrease in such cases has occurred. In 1960, for e~~ample, the 

number of juvenile delinquency cases increased by 6 per cent over 

the 1959 figure. 

In Hest Virginia jurvenile delinquency court cases, 

girls generally accounted for only one out of every five cases 

tried. Half of the offenses committed by girls during 1961 were 

for runaways, for truancy, and for being ungovernable. 
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Almost 50 per cent of the offenses for which boys were 

tried included larceny, unauthorized use of an automobile, 

robbery or burglary, and being drunk or disorderly. 

tfl1ile the general decline in juvenile delinquency 

cases in t·Jest Virginia is an encouraging trend, the overall 

data for the State give us no room for complacency. He cannot 

by any means be sure that we have turned the corner insofar as 

preventing and controlling juvenile delinquency are concerned. 

l'le can only hope that 1962 figures will Shovl a positive breal~away 

from past patterns. 

In this respect, the experimental program in prevent-

lng and controlling juvenile delinquency which the Charleston 

Youth Community, Incorporated, is about to conduct, may prove 

to be a demonstration project worthy of attention by all other 

communities in the Appalachian area. 

Our children are our most priceless possessions. We 

must learn to treat them as we wish ourselves to be treated. 

Respect for a child will encourage respect in a child. Young 

people who have self-respect are not likely to become de1in-

quents. A little thoughtfulness on the part of adults can pre-

vent a lot of carelessness on the part of youth. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF f"FUEL CELL fi COULD SPUR WEST VIRGINIA'S ECONOMY - ------- -- -
The pathways being f~l~owed_~y scientific research never 

cease to amaze us. But it is especially gratifYj:ng ,{",hen the end 

results of such research not only mean a useful new product but 

new job opportunities as well. 

Indeed, this would be the case if success is attained by 

the Office of Coal Research project to develop a fuel cell employ-

ing coal as the fuel. vJe would have not only a nevJ and more effi-

cient method by v1hich to produce electrici.ty but also a greater 

use of coal for the production of electrical energy. 

A fuel cell is similar to a battery in that it delivers 

electric power without using moving parts. However, it differs 

from a battery in that the fuel can be continuously introduced into 

the cell end current tal~en from :i.t continuously without fear of 

the fuel cell fibattery'; runn:lng dovm. 

In a normal electric utility plant, coal or some other 

fuel must be burned to produce steam which tUl~S turbines to gen-

erate electricity. The spinning turbines produce alternating cur~ 

rent which, for many applications, must be converted to direct 

current. 

In a fuel cell,- d~rect cu:;:-rent is generated £roIil coal 

:.tself, \yithout !!loving parts. Thus, the fuel cell could lower the 

production cost of electri.city. Moreover, 't'1ithout tLe need for 

steam with which to tu~~ turbi.nes, the use by utility com?anies of 

foreign residual oil or dump natural gas could decline. 
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The fuel cell is unique in concept. It can be de

scribed as a divided box -- the cliv:!.der being a porous, heat

resistant d~aphragm, or electrolyte. On one side of the dia

phragm would be an air chamber, and on the other side a coal 

chamber. The oxygen in the air chamber would pass through the 

diaphragm to the coal chamber, where the coal 'Would be oxidized, 

. or burned. 

As the m;:ygen in the air passes through the diaphragm it 

releases electric energy V1h:tch is carried away by electric flleads" 

on both sides of the dicphragm in the form of direct current. 

Research v-Jork on the fuel cell is being perfonned under 

contract by the Central Research Laboratories of the Westinghouse 

Electric Corporation in Pittsbureh, Pennsylvania. As a first phase 

of their efforts, Westinghouse scientists and engineers will design, 

construct, and operate a lOO-watt test celt. 

~/rnen the fuel cell is perfected and becomes co-wmercially 

operational, an important new use for coal ~~.3.,1 :be:·.added to the 

several new uses which are nO\'1 undergoing intense experimentation. 

Together, these new uses could mean substantial economic progress 

in the coal industry. 
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WEST VIRGINIA TO BE HONORED WITH CENTENNIAL STAMP 
__ ppr _ ...... ..... ......--.- ...;;;.,;o;,;~ ........... ;;...;,;...o 

West Virginia's 100th anniversary as a State will receive 

auspicious recognition by the United States Post Office Department, 

which plans to issue a special commemorative stamp in honor of the 

occasion. The design being considered for the stamp is our State 

flower, the rhododendron. 

According to present plans, the Post Office will issue 

the special West Virginia stamp with ceremonies on June 20, in 

Wheeling, because that city was the first capital of our State. 

One day later, the stamp will go on sale in the more than 1200 post 

offices in the Mountain State, as well as in post offices through-

out the country. The U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing will 

initially produce 120,000,000 of these special stamps. The price 

of the stamp will be five cents. 

Based on past trends when Statehood stamps were issued, 

the Post Office Department believes that many West Virginia indus-

tries and buoiness establishments will purchase large supplies of 

the special stamp for use in business correspondence. Of course, 

the use of this stamp 't'lOuld mal~e a valuable contribution toward the 

efforts being made to publicize the State's centennial. 

Stamp collectors in many foreign countries always pur-

chase big lots of new United States stamp issues. The Post Office 

Department estimates that there are about 30 million stamp col1ec. 

tors in Europe alone. Thus, West Virginia's lOOth anniversary of 

statehood should gain world renown through the commemorative stamp. 
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It would indeed be helpful to the economy of our State ,

if some of these foreign philatelists and the 15 million American 

stamp collectors would seek to augment their hobby by visiting 

West Virginia to learn at first hand of its beauty and its history. 

Post Office Department files show that the first effort 

to gain a stamp for West Virginia began in 1942. At that time, 

the West Virginia State Association of the National Association of 

Letter Carriers adopted a convention resolution calling for a 

special stamp to cmnmemorate the 30th anniversary of Statehood. 

This request was not acceded to, because the Post Office 

Department felt that a centennial stamp would be more commemorative. 

Perhaps the adverse decision in 1942 waG all to the good. As luck 

'would have it, West Virginia will be the only State in the Nation 

to be honored with a commemorative postage stamp this year. 
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KNOWLEDGE OF NUCLEAR PROTECTION VITAL TO vmST VIRGINIANS - ----..............---

DE!fens!e Departm~nt· 'officials' have stated their beU.ef 

that there are no fVfirst st-rilte ll nuclear targets in West Virginia. 

However, this does not mean that the people of the Mountain State 

would not e~cperience deadly danger in the event of a nuclear attack. 

Nuclear fallout, carried on prevailing winds from bomb bursts 

elsewhere in our country, could be a silent killer. 

Thus, in the event of a nuclear attaclt, one's survival 

'may depend on a basic understanding of what to do for protection 

against nuclear fallout. This knowledge must become as fundamental 

a part of one's life as knowing how to read and write. 

In essence, protection against radiation fallout requires 

putting a Hshield vo between one's self and radiation fallout. The 

thicker the shield, or the more dense the shield, the safer the 

protection. 

Sufficient shielding occurs naturally in the center rooms 

and corridors of large masonry or concrete city buildings. It also 

occurs in below-ground basements or cellars in ordinary homes. 

Persons having neither of these types of shielding available should 

plan for an underground fallout shelter. 

Most city buildings suitable for use as public fallout 

shelters are being marked by Civil Defense officials with distinc-

tive yellow and black signs. These buildings are being stocked 

with survival supplies, such as food, water, and medical materials. 

Tl'1e location of these buildings should be memorized by persons 'tvorl~ 

ing in cities or towns. 
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Survival supplies for home basements or cella.rs must be 

privately stocked. Food and water storage should be sufficient 

to last a family at least five days, though a wise ~recaution 

would be to provide enough of such supplies for a longer period of 

time. 

In all likelihood, f~first-strike" nuclear bombs would 

fallon targets at least 100 miles from the borders of West 

Virginia. Depending on the strength of prevailing winds, this could 

mean that fallout would cover our State within a period of from 

four to sb;: hours from the time of the bomb blast. Thus, there 

would be Gufficient time for VIest Virginians to get themselves 

securely set in adequate fallout shelters. 

The intensity of fallout radiation decays in 43 hours to 

one per cent of vJhat it was an hour after the bomb blast. It would 

be possible, therefore, to leave a fallout shelter for a short peri

od of time after two days have passed. In two 'Ij\1eel~s, the fallout 

radiation could decay to a point where streets, ~oads, and land 

areas would be safe for general use. 

-- 30 --



From the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYF.n 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, vJashington 25, D.C o 

Volume III -- Number 4 

B'..TJ) I;] El1E VIEH 
A Public Service Colur.m by 

U~ S. SENATOR rrOBERT C. Bl~ 

STATE'S HAPLE Sl'RUP POTENTIAL NEEDS TO :3E DEVELOPED .. b ...... _~~_..... ..._.~_ • 

1-25-63 

The production of maple syrup could be a profitable 

item for Hest Virginia fanners and woodland owners. Of the 

more than 20 valuable species of trees :tn the Hountain State, 

the sugar maple alone offers a continuing economic return 

before it is ready to be felled and moved to a sawmill. 

Maple syrup is one of the few farm commodities for 

which the demand e~cceeds the domestic supply" As a matter of 

fact, only about half of the syrup used in the United States 

is produced in our country. The rest is imported from Cana,da. 

Last year, the average price received by farmers for pure 

maple syrup was $4.60 per gallon. 

Latest figures show that 1,372,000 gallons of maple 

syrup were produced in the United States in 1962. Most of 

this production came from Vermont, New Yorl~, Nichigan, Vlisconsin J 

Pennsylvania, and Ohio. However, in 1959, the only year for 

which Hest Virginia figures are available, our State produced 

a mere 5,255 gallons, &ld this production was recorded as 

coming from 179 of the State's farms. 

Paradmcically, more than 1,500,000 acres, or about 

15 per cent, of t-lest Virginia's commerc:-1.al forest lands contain 

sugar maple trees. But only a fraction of one per cent of 

these trees is being tapped for the sap which makes maple syrupo 

This is an ec<momic neglect of considerable magnitude~ 
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Based on a national average yield of about one quart 

of finished maple syrup per tree, the profit yield per tree 

could be approJt:imately $1.15 per year. Depending on the health 

and maturity of the tree, this yield could be obtained for 

from 30 to 50 years. 

Naple syrup production takes place in the early spring, 

when the chemistry of warm days and cold nights causes a heavy 

flow of sap in sugar maple trees. This sap, cmning up f.ram 

the roots, dissolves a form of sugar which the leaves of the 

tree had manufactured during summer months and stored in the 

roots and trunk. 

Tapho1es bored into the tree to a depth of about 2 

inches are fitted with spouts from which pails are hung. Sap 

will drip into the pails for about 10 days, depending on the 

weather. An average taphold yield is about J gallons of sap~ 

A rule of thumb is one taphole for every 5 inches of a tree's 

diameter. Approximately 42 gallons of sap have to be boiled 

down to make one gallon of syrup. 

Blessed as our State is with large numbers of sugar 

maples, increased interest in maple syrup production could make 

an important contribution to Viest Virginia's farm economy. 
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NATION IvIAY SUFFER AS COLLEGE EHROLLt1ENT IN ENGINEED.ING DECLINES 
.---~----- .~ ~-. _ . .,,--- . 

Student enrollment in engineering at t1e college 

freshman level has declined approx5mately 2.3 per cent belm~ 

enrollment figures for the p-revious school year, according to 

the U.S. Office of Education. Of courne, the causes for this 

decline are being ntudied and remedial action may be pro?oned 

to the Congress. 

Honethe1ess, the neus is not encouraging. This 

situation is c'larI;:ened somewhat by the tact that the number of 

bachelor' s oegre?s i~.engineeri..ng awarded last year ~-Jas 

approximately 34,600 -- a decline of about 3.5 per cent from 

the preceding year. 

TI~e signi~icance of the decline in enrollment and 

in the number of bachelor I s degrees av1arc1ed is that both come 

at a time when concentrated Cov~et educational effort is 

producing more Sov~et engineers each year. Our country's 

decrease in the development of engineering brain-power could in 

'::he ID:1g run prove injurious to the survive1 of our Nat::'on as 

a world m.e.instay for freedom. 

Oddly e:Jough, fm: the. past se-Jel:'al yearG ou": Gevelo-:J-.. 

went of e::.1e;ineering talent \'Jas on the i.ncTe2oe. For e:,cerrr,i?le, 

• ., 1 ,... ,.. 1 ~ d • . • "It .. cne numoer o~ aoctora~e aegrees awarae ~n en8~neerlng QUrlng 

the calendar year enc1~_l1g June 30, 1~62, iJC;:S appro:;::'Dately 1,200. 

T1:Lis \'JBS an increase of nearly 2J per cent over the preceding 

year. 

HORE • • • J:iOr.E 
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HoZ'eover, enrollment in the fall of 1962 fo,r doctorate 

degrees in ensineering has increcsed by about 24 per cent over 

last year, to apprm~imately 9,750 or about three times the 

enrollment seven years earlier. 

In addition, the number of master's degrees awarded 

in engineering during the past year was apprmdmately n, 900 

an increase of nearly 9 per cent over the preceding year. To 

this can be added the fact that enrollment for the master's 

degree ~n eng~neering durins the current school year also 

( 
increased by about 9 per cent over the year before, to roughly 

35 300 , nearly double that of seven years ago. 

But it is the decline in college freshn1an enrollments 

in engineering that is caus::ng concern. The good start which 

we have made ~n overcoming Russia's lead in the development of 

this talent should not be allowed to falter. 

Government educational authorities are hopeful that 

future engineering graduates are beginning their studie~ in 

increasing numbers, at junior or community colleges. These 

are not recorded as "freshman starts" in engineering, and thus 
(' 
\,. 

, 
their numbers are unlmown. Nonetheless, the drop in college 

freslLman enrollments in engineerins is a fact that calls for 

remedial action. 
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vJEST VIRGINII.~ {:.-H Cl.UBS HELP CI-IPJ:' .. !-:CTER DF.VELOPl'IENT IN YOl:m ............... .... =-,.- - - ------- .............- -_ ... - - - -----
In a positive sense, youth is a period in life during 

which the habits, hopes, and faiths that will mark the 

character traitD of the adult are formed. The thousandc of 

mature men and women 'livho are V;graduates 1. of 'VJest Virginia's 

4-H Clubs perhaps l~ow th~s beet. 

'Malte the best better, L ancl "Learn by dOing, Ii are the 

motto and the slogan of l~-H Clu";:;s. l\nc1, as in the pact, 

these words are today inspir~ng; approAI:imate1y 3L~,OOO Hest 

Virginia boys and girls from 10 to 1~ years of age to become 

Bood American citizenc. 

In the t/lountain State, L:.-H Clubs are to be found in 

most rural, urban and suburban areas. There are no member-

ship dues, no fees of any ldnd. The only ':payment" required 

of a member is an interest in the development of his or her 

talents and abi1ities--a ~qillj.nsness to worl~ for self-

improvement. 

The p1edze l'Jhich l~-H Clubbers take is indicat:tve of 

the organi:;ation' s role in character-building--a role ~"1hich 

has won Federal, State and County suppo::t. The l:ey l'Jords 

of the pledge are 'tleaci, i. It:eart, L cHands, i. '1-iealth. I; 

These ~vords give the Club itc name--l~-H. 

Symbolically, a new member pledges: 'Ny Head to clearer 

thinldng, my Heart to Greater loyalty, my I-lands to larger 

service, my Health to better living, for my club, my community, 

and my country. I. 

IYIORE • • • • HOP-E 
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The importent ingredient in [:.-H membership is the 

purposeful use of leisure time--the outlets afforded young 

people for mental, physical, and creetive wort:. The programs 

planned by individual clubs ere designed to bring personal 

enjoyment and satisfaction. 

In rural areas, 4-R Club projects include an under

standil.1.g of foods and nutrition, health and fitness, making 

or selecting end caring for clothing, home management, home 

furnishing, home grounds beautification, agronomy, forestry, 

wildlife and nature study. 

But in urban and suburban areas where 4-H CluDe are 

e:;cperiencing their f~ctest 3l:0'tvth, projects include automotive 

care and safety, career elcplora.t::'on~ money manaeement, meal 

planning and ?reparation, child care, good 3rooming, 

personality improvement~ and creative crafts. 

Concepts of democracy are instilled in l~-H Clubbers. 

Hith adult guidance, members largely run their mom clubs, 

elect their own officers, help plan and hold meetings, and 

select their own projects. 

Perhaps too few of us have fully recognized the value 

of 4-H Clubs. Their work "dtl:! our youth iD adding strencth 

and vitality to the Nation. 
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GAS MADE FROM COAL LOOMS AS ALTERNATIVE TO NATiffiAL GAS --------- - --
Within a few years, synthetic gas produced in West Virginia 

from Mountain State coal may be heating homes and firing 

industrial boilers in New England and in the Middle Atlantic 

States. This new outlook for coal usage can be attributed to 

our Nation's growing energy needs, scientific breakthroughs in 

coal technology, and the increasing price of natural gas. 

Paradoxically, leading natural gas producers are supporting 

research efforts to produce gas from coal, even though they 

continue to under-mine coal's long-established markets through 

special price arrangements to large consumers. But there are 

pressing economic reasons why these producers are turning to 

coal gasification as an alternative to natural gas. 

In the last decade the price of natural gas has increased 

rapidly, because of rising costs of exploration, marketing, and 

transportation~ On top of this, there has been a long-term 

downward trend in the ratio of gas reserves as against gas use. 

The use of natural gas as a fuel has almost tripled in the last 

20 years, and demand continues to risee But about 80 per cent of 

the gas reserves that are expected to be used in the future have 

not yet been discovered. 

Thus, the natural gas industry is faced with the problem 

of assuring the availability of supply without incurring 

tremendous exploration costs while drilling for as yet 

undiscovered reserves~ 

MORE " o o MORE 
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For this reason, gas industry leaders hope that an 

alternative to natural gas can be obtained by manufacturing 

gas from coal~ These leaders view the coal fields of West 

Virginia) and adjacent areas, as providentially suited to their 

needs. Not only are these coal fields much closer to densely 

populated centers than are the distant natural gas fields in 

Texas and Louisana--which can result in cheaper transportation 

costs--, but major gas pipelin.es already cross the Uountain 

State, and could be used for the transmission of the gas 

manufactured from coal. 

Processes for producing pipeline gas from coal are in 

a state of advanced development. A few of these processes are 

reaching the stage where pilot plant operations are needed to 

determine the economics of the processes) and to work out 

certain engineering factors as well as to improve "method 

technology." 

Government officials believe that by 1970, barring 

unforeseen delays, the commercial production of gas manufactured 

from coal could be a reality. If this comes to pass, the 

economy of West Virginia could be substantially strengthened. 
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LEGENQ SAYS CLOWN HELPED CHARLESTON BECOME STATE'S CAPITAL 

History is often embroidered with legend, some of it true. 

But the legend of Lowlow, the Clown, whether true or not, bears 

repeating, for it is said that he helped to persuade West Virginia 

voters to choose Charleston as the State's capital. 

The year was 1877. Wheeling was then the capital of our State, 

but Charleston, Clarksburg, and Martinsburg, were contending for 

the relocation of West Virginia's government to their respective 

cities. A special May election had been called by the legislature 

to decide the issue. 

The competing cities sent spokesmen allover the State to 

solicit voter support. The issue, however, seemed of little 

concern to the people of the Mountain State. Nm~here did more 

than a handful of citizens turn out to hear the speakers. None, 

it seemed, cared whether the capital stayed at Wheeling or was 

moved elsewhere. 

But time never passes so quickly as when it seems to be running 

out. That, it is said, is the way Charleston's campaigners, 

Romeo H. Freer and John E. Kenna, felt when they arrived at 

Huntington, ten days before the election, to garner support for 

their city. Their street-corner appeals were met by voter apathy. 

At a tavern in town, Freer and Kenna met a stranger who was 

connected \vith a circus then playing in Huntington o In the course 

of conversation, they told him of their failure to get people to 

hear their speeches on why the capital should be moved to 

Charleston. The stranger suggested that they discuss their 

problem with John Lowlow, the circus clown. 

The next day, when Freer and Kenna met Lowlow, he pondered 

their problem.. "If you need people to listen to you," he suggested, 

MORE • ~ c • MORE 
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"then travel with us. We will let you speak to our audiences for 

five minutes at the halftime break at each performance." 

For more than a week, Freer and Kenna traveled with the circus. 

At several stops they spoke to audiences of 5,000 or more. Lowlow 

would introduce them and add a few words of recommendation when 

they were finished. 

When the election was held, and the votes counted, Charleston 

had won as the site for the State's capital. But does Lowlow 

deserve credit for this? If the legend of Lowlow is to be 

believed, then the answer is yes. For it was he who made it 

possible for large numbers of West Virginians--captive audiences, 

as the advertising world would say--to hear Freer and Kenna "sell" 

Charleston as the best location for our State government o 

- 30 -
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GUANTANAMO NAVAL BASE IS VITAL TO SECURITY OF THE AHERICAS --- --- ---
Fidel Castro has been calling for our abandonment of the 

u.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba--a de~and echoed by 

Mr. Khrushchev--and other Communist leaders o However, there are 

vital reasons for our determination to hold Guantanamo, and these 

can best be appreciated by looking at a map. 

Cuba sits between two main passages to the Caribbean Sea, 

the Panama Canal, the Gulf of Mexico, and the lower South Atlantic 

for all ocean commerce from European, African, and Mediterranean 

ports. These routes are the Windward Passage and the Yucatan 

Passage. 

Two other routes~ Mona Passage between the Dominican Republic 

and Puerto Rico, and the Anegada Passage between Puerto Rico and 

the Virgin Islands, contain too many shipping hazards and thus do 

not figure significantly in ocean commerce. Strategically, 

therefore, Cuba is a gateway to the Caribbean Sea, just as 

Gibraltar is the gateway to the Mediterranean Sea. 
, 

To the north, the waters between Cuba and the Bahamas are 

mostly shallow. There is a deep, narrow channel along the north 

coast of Cuba, but it is interspersed with islets which are 

hazardous to navigation. 

Thus, aside from the Yucatan Passage, whi.ch must be entered 

through the Straits of Florida, the shortest and best route to 

the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Nexico, and the lo\;er South 

Atlantic, is through the Windward Passage between the southeastern 

tip of Cuba and the northern tip of Haiti on Hispaniola Island. 

Guantanamo Naval Base sits just off the Windward Passage, 

almost in the center of what comprises the cpproxi~ate end of the 

Caribbean Sea and the beginni.ng of the Gulf of Hexico. Tne Base 

MORE. • MORE 
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is also within short flying dista.nce from Hona and Anegada 

Passages, making it ideal for surveillance and patrol of all sea 

approaches to the lower South Atlantic, the Caribbean Sea, the 

Panama Canal, and the Gulf of Mexico~ 

If a host~le power should ever occupy GU2utan;;un Bay, the 

Castroites could se~l off both the Yucatan and Windward Passages, 

and perhaps even mal:e our control of the ParaU!13 Ca!la1 untenable. 

Moreov~r, with the area s€rving as a hOGt:f.1c: sl~br.!lari!le base, 

the security of the enti=e Western Hemisphere would be threatened~ 

Our determination to hold Guantanamo at all cost is therefore 

based on stern realities, aside from our treaty rights. The 

strategic import~nce of Guantanamo is fully appreciated by the 

Russians and the Caotroites o In their hands, the Base could 

constitute a formidable facility for Communist aggression. In 

our hands, the Base is a continuing assurance of a strong, 

defensive arm in support of freedom and human dignity. 
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In recent days, hiking has been spotlighted as a moderate means 

of attaining physical fitness.' The swing of the stride, we are told" 

gives motion to most of the body's muscles and generally promotes a 

better conditioning of the tissues. 

But hiking, as such, can be a dull activity if the route of the 

walk lacks eye~appealing elements which can add the factor of con-

tentment to the exercise. Personal serenity can be found, however, 

along the 735 miles of hiking treils and byways in the Monongahela 

National Forest in West Virginia. 

Some enthusiasts have called hiking in the Monongahela National 

Forest "tranquillity without tranquilizers," and a "panoramic 

tonic." Certainly, for physical renewal and spJritual enrichment, 

extensive foot travel in the high country of the Mountain State has 

no equal anywhere East of the Mississippi River. 

Oddly enough, many of the trails in the National Forest are 

the paths that mark the commerce of a generation almost forgotten. 

~- They were established by loggers, at the turn of the century--men 

engaged in harvesting the rich virgin forests from such logging 

centers as Davis, Thomas, Parsons, Glady, Neola, Evenwood, Bemis, 

Cass, Rimel, Franklin, Petersburg, Whitmer, Horton, and Job. 

The trails which these woodsmen left for our generation of 

hikers are pathways abounding in natural riches. They weave between 

birch, beech, and maple trees; they touch on many cool, flowing 

springs; they pass fields of wildflowers; and they skirt scenic 

overlooks of breath-taking beauty. 

Then there are trails developed by the Forest Service which 

lead to forest fire to\~ers located at high elevations. Here the 

hiker is afforded cOi:~anding views of lush mountainous landscapes. 

There is the Red Oak tower overlooking Cranberry River; Red Spruce 

tjl)RE • • 1'1CRE 



BYRD'S EYE VIEW -- ADD 1 \. ~ . 

tower in Pocahontas County overlooking the Williams River; and 

Beaver Lick tower~ also in Pocahontas County. 

Spruce Patch, a stand of virgin timber of rare beauty, is 

reached by walking 4~ miles over the Mylius Trail in Randolph 

County. This trail was named for one of the pioneer families of 

the area. 

Hiking in the high country of West Virginia's Monongahela 

Forest is particularly pleasant during the summer months. It is a 

truly stimulating experience in the autumn months, when the 

brilliant hues of many hardwoods are sharply contrasted by the 

evergreen foliage of the native Red Spruce. In many respects, the 

coloration of our forestlands is superior to New England's fall 

foliage, which attracts thousands of visitors each autumn. 

Thus, to those Americans who are thinking of taking to hiking, 

the high country of the Mountain State recoQffiends itself as being 

good for both body and soul. 
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CHESTNUT TR.']§ COY£BACK IN STATE IS STILL LON.G ~ QIT 

The blight that killed off chestnut trees, some 25 or 30 

years ago, did more than rob West Virginia of its highly 

valuable forest giants o For many new generations of youngsters 

the blight ended that wonderful autumn treat of gathering bags 

of chestnuts in the woods for roasting over live coals, or for 

munching now and then du!ing the long winter months. 

Those bags of chestnuts also came in handy when there was 

some special cooking to be done. Nothing could ever equal the 

chestnut dressing that stuffed the Sunday chickens or the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas turkeys. 

Today, only the rare ghost of an old chestnut snag still 

standing amid oak and beech trees reminds us of our loss. Before 

the blight struck, chestnut made up at least 25 per cent of the 

forest stands of West Virginia, and was an important source of 

revenue for our timber and wood products industries. 
, 

The economic blow of the blight was eased a little, but only 

temporarily, because chestnut is a durable wood o Our saw mills, 

other wood-using industries, and tanneries, were able to continue 

supplying chestnut timber products for many years by using 

blight-killed trees. 

Even "sound but wormy'l chestnut, sawed from those blight-

ki lied trees, ",vas in high demand for interior paneling and other 

specialty uses. But the salvage job is essentially over, and 

the occasional loads of chestnut seen at railroad sidings are 

headed for a tannery (because chestnut is rich in tannin, a strong 

astringent substance used for the manufacture of leather),l;>or for 

the production of split-rail fencing~ , 
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Chestnut is a tenacious species c Many of the biight-killed 

trees still send up sprouts from their stumps and roots. Some of 

these sprouts even live long enough to bear a few nuts before 

getting killed back by the blight. But the blight itself seems 

to be dying out, and for this reason each new generation of 

sprouts survives a little longer and bears a few more nuts before 

it dies. 

Today, there are between 200 and 300 chestnut that have 

withstood the ravishes of the blight and still live. The U. S. 

Forest Service, working on the presumption that these trees 

survived because they have a natural resistant to chestnut blight, 

are collecting live cuttings from the best of these trees. These 

cuttings are being grafted onto root stocks of blight-resistant 

Asiatic chestnut trees, The grafted trees so developed are then 

shipped out to cooperating woodlot owners. 

If all goes well, this research may enable the chestnut to 

stage at least a partial comeback. Indeed, it would be wonderful 

to see West Virginia's hills once again forested with magnificent 

chestnut trees~ Then our children, or their children, cop1d 

experience the wholesome pleasure of gathering chestnuts in the 

fall. 
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MORE PERSONS FISHING WEST VIRGINIA WATERS THAN EVER BEFORE ---- --- -- -- --
Now that spring is officially here, thousands of West 

Virginians are focusing their thoughts on fishing. Lures are 

being examined, reels are being oiled, and the Snap of a flyrod 

is again being practiced. 

Fishing in West Virginia waters is becoming increasingly 

popular. Hundreds of ex-West Virginians, as well as residents 

of neighboring r.tates, are cCl:d_ng to the Mountain State for the 

thrill of fishing in familiar hcunts o In 1961, 247~3l6 persons 

applied fer fishing licenses, permits, and stamps, in West 

Virginia. In 1962, the number jumped to 251,148. A substantial 

increase is expected this-year. 

Of course, West Virginia's streams and lakes are the habitat 

of many varieties of fish; but the finny aristocrat of the 

Mountain State is the Brook Trout. Known also as the Speckled 

Trout, Mountain Trout, or Mountain Beauty, the brilliant pink 
, 

spots of this highly prized fish are a sight to thrill any red-

blooded sportsman, as they flash from the quiet waters of a deep 

pool in a leaping snap at an artificial fly. 

The natural habitatsJof the Brook Trout are in the cold, 

tree-shaded, boulder-strewn, gravel-riffled headwaters of the 

Potomac River, the Greenbrier, the Gauley, and the Elk. The 

speckled beauty also dwells in the upper reaches of other major 

rivers, as well as in a host of tributary streams that have their 

source in the high country of our State. 

These headwaters are also the spawning grounds of the Brook 

Trout, which seeks out spring-fed dark crevices in which to deposit 

its eggs in the fal1--eggs t~at will be 'incubated by circulating 
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currents of water in the spring. But to increase a sportsman's 

chances of cree ling some of these muscular ~ fighting f.ish~ our 

State hatcheries stock "put-and-take" trout of legal size in 

these streams. 

Of course, as better watershed management keeps our streams 

from silting and becoming cluttered with debris. and as stream 

pollution is abated and ne,'l tree plantings help to keep waters 

cooli fish life in Wast Virginia will be greatly increased' and more 

anglers will come to the State for the sport and recreation of 

fishing. 

In 1961~ Hest Virginia revenues from the sale of fishing 

licenses) tags ~ pe17mits ~ and trout f:itE.illpS amo~nted to $539) 591. 

Similar revenues in 1962 added up to $555,862e Hopefully, these 

revenues could reach three-quarters of a million dollars by 1970, 

By 1980, hawever, through deter~ined water conservation practices, 

the Mountain State can become the "Fisherman's Paradise of the 

East"--an event which would be very meaningful to the economy 

of our State. 
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I-!ELIUH :tv'f--AY BE OUR PASSKEY TO OUTER SPACE ---.--- ------
Many persons today think of dirigibles wh~n "hel:tum" is 

mentioned--a word association dating bRck to World War I days, 

when this inert, non- flal!!Ulable gas T .. Jas used by our Government for 

inflating 1ighter-than-air craft. Tomorrow, however, helium will 

be synonymous with "outer space 0 " 

H~lium's new irupo=t~nce lies in the fact that this second 

lightest of the elements can afford our spaceships with a "shield" 

that will protect astronauts from hig~··intenGity rediation as they 

explore the universe. Thus, in effect, helium may be our passkey 

to outer space. 

Helium's new prominence is due to beGch-work experiments which 

promise to untie a very knotty scientific problem5 This involves 

the extreme low temperature of outer space--only slightly higher 

than 459 degrees below zero, Fahrenheit. This temperature is known 

( as "absolute zero," where, theoretically, all molecular action 

ceases. 

At absolute zero temperature, materi21s take on new 

characteristics completely unlike their room temperature traits, and 

become "superconductors" of electricity. A spaceship, therefore, 

could become a deathtrap unless properly shielded. This hazard 
I 

is due to the fact that America's spacemen must pass through a 

doughnut-shaped girdle of electrical particles from the sun known 

as the Van Allen radiation belt. 

In researching this problem, our scientists turned to liquid 

helium. This is the only know~ substance on Earth through which 

a temperature just a fraction of a degree above absolute zero can 

be reached. 
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R€~soning that the electrical particles of the Van Allen 

radiation belt are held in place above the E2rth by magnetic force, 

our scientists worked on an old principle--that magnets can be made 

to repel electric particles as well as attract them, 

A conventionalel~ctromagnet powerful enough to surround a 

spacecraft with an electromagnetic field sufficiently strong to 

protect the astronauts would have to be almost as big as the ship 

itself. With liquid helium, however J it may be possible to generate 

an electromagnetic field powerful enough to do the job with a 

metallic coil weighing less than a pound! 

Thus, in a world where challenges are given us with such 

frequency that we have come to accept the~ as the norm J the new-

found use for helium may not en6ender much excitement 0 But :;'n 

,years to come, when inter-pl&netary travel becomes cOillIIlonplace, we 

may be asking mechanics to "check the helium shield," just as we 

ask today for a carburetor check. 
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DISAPPEARING BIRD SPECIES OF gROWING CONCERN TO GOVERNME~ 

In our preoccupation with large problems facing the nation, 

many of us are unaware of the intensive efforts being made to cope 

with smaller, pertinent problems. One of these is the danger of 

extinction of some valuable bird species. It is a problem on 

which the government may spend more than $30 million in fiscal 

year 1964. 

All living things have their place in nature, Not all, 

however, are as important to man's welfare as are birds. Aside 

from a few species \<]hich farmers vi~w as nuisances, most birds are 

rightfully looked upon as our "feathered friends." We depend on 

tbem to keep down the population of harmful rodents and insects. 

Without birds) rodents would do untold damage to our crops, 

and insects would soon denude our forests, our flowering shrubs, 

and lay waste to our orchards. Even our grasslands would suffer, 

which in turn would mean reduced meat supplies for the nation. 

Twelve valuable bird species have already disappeared from 

America in the less than 200 years of our existence as a nation. 

These include the Passenger Pigeon, the Carolina Parakeet, the 

Heath Hen, the Great Auk, and the Labrador Duck, to mention a few. 

Alrnostextinct today are the ~~ooping Crane, the Prairie Chicken, 

the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, the Everglade Kite, 2nd the California 

Condor, c.ffiDng others. 

During the 19th century, hunters killed thousands of birds 

for fentbars and meat. Tb.is ruthless sla:.iehter brcught about the 

extinction of sone sp~cies, and the near e;~t:inction of others. 

Today, the destruction of natul"ftl bi:b"d habitats through the 

extension of cities, roads, the draina6e of vas!; marshlands, the 
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pollution of streams and rivers, and the careless use of 

pesticides, are threatening to seriously reduce or wipe out 

remaining bird species. 

To preserve our birdlife, and to aid vanishing species in 

recovering numehically, the U,S. Fish. and Wildlife Service and the 

U.S. Forest Service are devoting themselves to special 

conservation programs. These include the purchase and development 

of natural habitats; the control of predators such as snakes, 

coyotes, bobcats, foxes, etc.; and the assurance of sufficient 

food supplies during heavy winter months. 

Unquestionably, the future of bird1ife in our country will 

require more than government action. It will require thougbtful 

vigilance on the part of all Americans, such as seeing to it that 

some grain, or bread or fat scraps, are left on the ground for 

birds to find during the migratory seasons, or when snow covers 

the hround. At the same time, let none of us forbet to remind 

youngsters that BB-guns and slingshots should not be aimed at 

birds. 
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GOVERNMENT DEVISES A NEW DICTIONARY FOR IDENTIFYING COLORS --
Roses may be red and violets blue, but they are also going 

to have scientific last names, according to the Bureau of Standards. 

The Bureau has devised a "Method of Designating Colors and a 

Dictionary of Color Names" which provides a mathematical reference 

for identifying colors. 

Colors have traditionally taken their names from common 

objects, such as flowers, trees, lakes, etc, Commercial 

advertising still follows this pattern. Cosmetics, clothes, 

automobiles and other competitive items depend on the suggestive 

quality, rather than the precise meaning, or a word to capture 

a consumer's purse. 

But in many industries there has been a growing demand for a 

system of nomenclature that would give colors the preciseness of 

weights and measures. Color, of course, means brilliance and 

saturation, as well as hue. If one imagines the color spe9trum 

to consist of a wheel, with x number of spokes radiating out from 

the center, the spokes would represent hues (or shades). Saturation 

is the quantity of hue in a given area, and brilliance means the 

amount of white light it reflects. 

Every individual red rose, for example, will vary according 

to brilliance and saturation, as well as hue. This creates no 

problem in courtship, but in industries such as painting and 

decorating, where exact duplication of color is a familiar problem, 

some scientific formula for arriving at the duplication has been 

eagerly sought. 

MORE. . . MORE 
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Almost a dozen color systems, based on a given number of hues 

and degrees of brilliance and saturation, have been developed, but 

these have not solved the basic problem of standarrli2ation, for the 

systems are not interchangeable. If one system has thirty spokes 

in its color wheel, and another has fifty, equivalent colors will 

obviously not exist. 

The Bureau of Standards has solved the problem by adopting a 

basic color wheel of 28 spokes. The 28 hues combine with a variety 

of brilliances and saturizations to produce 267 color names. The 

degree of brilliance and saturation, as well as the exact hue, is 

determined by the colorimeter, and the spectrophotometer, and 

therefore has a mathematical identity. 

The 267 color names are identified in the Bureau's Dictionary 

of Color, which also gives their mathematical derivation. The 

Dictionary is supplemented by a set of 230 color chips, providing 

exact matching samples for about 90% of the colors. The Dictionary 

is cross-referenced in such a way that any existing color system 

can determine the relationship of its colors to those of any 

other system. 

The Bureau of Standards hopes, of course, that the other 

systems will soon be abandoned, and its own nationally adopted. 

Then it will be possible, when we speak of a red rose, or a red 

nose, to know exactly just how red it is. 
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INCREASING DEMAND EXPECTED FOR DIAPERS AND ROCKING CHAIRS 

Most people are aware of the fact that we in the United 

States are living longer than we used to. This suggests that the 

citizenry as a whole is getting older. But a recent study. of 

population trends by the United States Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare indicates that the population configuration 

is now enlarging at both ends of the age scale. Here are some of 

the interesting findings. 

In 1820, when the first census was taken in this country, the 

median, or average, age was 16.7 years. This increased steadily 

through the years and rose to 30.2 by 1950. In 1960 the average 

age dipped, for the first time, to 29.5. 

The age group which has shown the greatest increase during 

the past 90 years is the 45-64, or middle age group. In 1870 

this group represented 11.6 percent of the population. After 

climbing steadily for 80 years, it reached 20.3 percent in 1950. 

( Then it declined, in 1960, to 20.1 percent. Out of our pr~sent 
,. 

population of 180 million persons, about 36 million are in the 

45-64 group. 

The second greatest increase has come in the oldest group, 

persons 65 or older. In 1870 the 65+ group represented 2.9 percent 

of the population. In 1960 it was up to 9.2 percent, giving us 

about 16~ million persons over 65. 

It is clear that not only has the average age of the United 

States citizen been increasing, but the upper age groups of the 

population have increased faster than the youngest, or under 45 

group. However, Census Bureau projections for the next 20 years 

indicate a ... ~~""-~-- o.c.c ..... ct[-''''''J...,LU5 .i..L. of this t~End, for the 65+ group, and a 

reversal of the trend for the 45-64 group. 

] ';;'1:) 1:;; • ?,~()~:: l~ 
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By 1980, the Census Bureau proj ection indicates, ·the 65+ 

group should represent 10 percent of an expected 240-260 million 

population, or from 24 to 26 million persons. At the same time, 

the middle age group, from 45-64, will have dropped to 17-18 

percent of the population, or about 44 million persons. There 

will be a corresponding increase, then, in the under-45 group, 

which will number nearly 180 million persons. 

The significant fact of this projection is the nearly 3 per

cent drop expected in the middle age group, in proportion to the 

whole. Indications are that a continued high birth rate, and 

improved medical care, will give America a more youthful 

population within the next twenty years. The average age will 

be younger, while at the same time the life expectancy will 

continue to climb. Both diapers and rocking chairs should remain 

in good demand. 

-30-



i 
l" 

( 
" 

From the office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. ~YRD 

Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D.C. 

Volume III - Number 17 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW 

A Public Service Column 
by 

ROBERT C. BYRD, U.S.S. 

4-26-63 

POKE IN THE POT,)GIVES A LIFT TO THE LIVER IN SPRING ---- ------ ----
In Spring, no doubt, a young man's fancy turns to thoughts 

of love. His head spins out wild dreams. His heart aches for 

romance--so the poet tells us. But sober country folk may diagnose 

the problem in such homely terms as a simple craving of the liver 

for a mess of fresh-picked poke. Poke is one of the wild, edible 

greens that contribute to the well-being of that unromantic but 

highly important glandular organ. 

Poke, like dandelion, lambsquarters, plantain, wild chicory, 

emerging fern, purslane, milkweed, and wild mustard, gives an 

appetizing flip to the dinner table. But mountain folk know from 

experience that these wild Spring greens also help them shed the 

torpor of winter. This may be because, as the scientists tell us, 

these early weeds are a potent source of vitamins and minerals. 

To the city dweller, recognizing wild greens may appear a 

formidable task best left to experts. One hears stories bf severe 

cramps, following a feast of greens. Some regard them in the same 

dangerous category as unfamiliar mushrooms. 

These fears are exaggerated. It is true that some greens may 

be harmful, if taken late in the season. Poke leaves, for example, 

should be avoided once the plant forms its red berries. Dock, or 

mountain rhubarb, becomes too harsh for most palates as it matures. 

Dandelion, the most abundant of wild greens, develops a bitter 

taste once the yellow blossom appears. But taken earlier, the 

tooth-edged leaves are fine in salads, or even brewed as a tea. 

On the other hand, purslane, a sprawling, trailing weed with small, 

thiCk leaves, may be eaten rig.ht through midsurru:ner. 

MORE. 1'10RE 
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Plantain, almost as common as dandelions, has a coarse 

texture and a somewhat bitter taste. But plantain's. top tender 

leaves, like those of milkweed, make a delectable cooked green 

to go with any meat dish. 

For those who like a strong, spinachy flavor, lambsquarters 

make a fine wild green. But as a substitute for asparagus, 

nothing compares with young fern, picked before the leaves unfold, 

and fried in a pan with butter. 

Young wild mustard and wild chicory will spice up a salad, 

as will the tender tops of horseradish. These greens, when 

cooked, also make good "pot liquor'l for soups and stews, or 

sauces. 

Wild greens must be served quickly after gathering, for they 

wilt rapidly and lose their vitamin content sooner than garden 

greens. That is one reason they are not found in the marketplace. 

They are a part of Nature's treasure which, like health, is 

freely offered but never sold. 
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FALLOUT CONCERN LABELED FALSE ALARM BY HEALTH SERVICE --...;::;...;.;..- .. 

Newspaper stories predicting a heavy atomic fallout in the 

Spring rains, as a result of atomic testing by the United States 

and Russia, have raised the question in many localities, "Are we 

in danger? Should we take precautions?" Some persons fear 

actual contact with the rain. Others will not allow their 

children to drink whole milk, the principal source of radioactive 

strontium and iodine. 

Those who have seen the recent report on Radiological Health 

Data issued by the U.S. Public Health Service may have been 

distu rbed to note that West Virginia lies in a temporary "ridge 

of higher strontium-90 concentration." But careful analysis of 

the data shows that this State is in no actual danger and that 

local precautionary measures are unnecessary. 

Constant surveillance of radioactivity over the entire nation 

by the U.S. Public Health Service means that the Surgeon-General 

will be the first to know of any danger arising in any locality, 

Thus, ary needed safety or protec=ive measures would be 

initiated by State health officers. Brief radiological 

fluctuations are insignificant, since it is the total yearly 

absorption of radioactive particles, or'tadionuclides':, that 

matters. 

Basic information for the Public Health Service comes froill 

monthly sampling of the "radionuclide" intake in milk, which 

provides from 60 to 30 percent of the strontium-90 intake and 

almost all of the iodine-13l intake. During the 12-month period 

ending in January, 1963, West Virginians absorbed a total of 

6,853 rnicromicrocuries. (A micromicrocurie is one millionth of 
HORE ••••••• HORE 
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one millionth of a "curie". A curie is the total radioactivity in 

one gram of radium.) The national average intake was slightly 

lower--4,997 micromicrocuries--but it ranged as high as 11,046 (in 

Louisiana). The acceptable dose of strontium-90 for a l2-month 

period is 73,000--more than ten times what we received in West 

Virginia. 

Our intake of iodine-131 for the year was 6,970 micromicrocurief 

while the national average was ll,863--nearly double. The safe 

yearly dosage of iodine-131 is 36,500, nearly six times the intake 

in West Virginia. 

Since iodine-l31 is a short1ived radionuclide (half of its 

radioactivity is spent in eight days), counter-measures are fairly 

simple, should the need arise. Milk can be refrigerated for a few 

weeks, or processed into powder or cheese, until the radioactivity 

fades away. 

Strontium-90 is considered the more dangerous radionuclide, 

because it is longlived, and because it may be absorbed into bone 

and bone marrow in place of calcium. Thus far, the amounts of 

strontium-90 being absorbed nationally are so insignificant that no 

counter-measures are being taken by the Public Health Service. But 

if the need should arise, the Health Service has in reserve such 
, 

measures as control of soil conditions, removal of strontium-90 

frem milk by tiion exchange", and possibly the addition of stable 

calcium to diets. 

However great the potential threat from fallout may be~ ~rom 

increased testing or actual war, the present situation calls for no 

individual or local protective action, nor for any deviation from 

normal habits of living and eating, either for adults or children. 

The Surgeon-General urges that children should not be taken off _._----
whole milk. Carryon as usual, is the word from Washington. 
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nOLA DISASTER SPURS RESEARCH FOR AUTOMATIC DETECTOR 

The Dola mine disaster in Harrison County has pointed up 

the need for something that Federal Bureau of Mines officials 

have been ~eeking for many yecll:~s:. a completely. automatic coal~ ... 

gas detector. Until such equipment is perfected and installed 

in the mines, no man underground will be completely safe from 

the dangers of a gas explosion. 

Preliminary investigations at Dola indicate that the 

common enemy of the miner--the electric spark from power equip-

ment--set off an explosion of methane gas. Methane, or coal-

gas, being odorless, colorless and tasteless, collects 

insidiously in shafts where coal is being worked, and is 

explosive when the concentration exceeds 5 per cent. Seepage 

of methane where coal is being mined goes on continuously, 

but proper ventilation of mine faces prevents a dangerous 

concentration. 

The basic instrument for detection of methane is the 
, 

flame safety lamp, in use for 150 years. The flame safety 

lamp can indeed be called "the miner's friend", but it is 

only as protective as its users are vigilant. The lamp must 

be held up, at frequent intervals, toward the roof of shafts, 

where the methane, being lighter than air, collects. Its 

presence is made knovm by a blue "cap" atop the yellow flame. 

The presence of any detectable amount of methane in the shaft 

requires that all electrical equipment in the vicinity be shut 

off and kept off until proper ventilation takes place. 

MORE •••• MORE 
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The F,cesent usage of heavy machinery, such as the 

"continuous miner", brings rtlf id changes in the atmosphere 

of the shaft. Th(; dilemma of :Le mine operation is that 

efficiency cud ccmpetition caL. for speedy production of coal, 

whereas safety c-llls for freque'1t stoppages for inspection 

with the flame lampe The result has been a compromise, 

sometimes with fatal results to :-:he miners. 

The only reliable solution t~ the problem of explosive 

coal-gas appears to be an automati~ detection device. Since 

1958, the Bureau of Mines has be€~ working to develop an 

effective ''Methane Monitor" that C,10 be built into coal-mining 

machinery. Thus it could be in cont~nuous operation at all 

mine faces and would automatically shut off power equipment 

whenever the methane concentration ~pproacbed the danger level. 

The Methane Monitor is being built at a Research and 

Testing Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvailia. Working models 

have been tried in the mines, but the Mo~itor is still far 

from being perfected. Because it will be installed on heavy, 

vibrating machinery the Monitor will have to be sturdy enough 

to withstand mechanical shock, yet sensitive enough to detect 

the presence of methane instantly. 
I 

More frequent inspection of mines and more rigid safety 

legislation may be in order, but development of an automatic 

gas detector for the mines is of primary urgency. Perfection 

of this device will come too late, unfortunately, to help the 

victims of Dola. All we can do is hope that it will not come 

too late to prevent future disasters in our mines. 
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~ TANKERS PROTECTING APPALACHIAN FORESTS 
FROM FIRE 

The stationing of airborne fire-fighting units of the 

U. S. Forest Service in the Appalachian region will mean better 

fire protection for West Virginia's forests, insuring the 

economic and recreational future of the State. 

The Forest Service now has available both helicopters 

for airlifting crews and equipment, and air tankers for aerial 

dousing of woods with fire-retardent liquid chemicals. The 

helicopters are mobile units that are shifted about during the 

fire season, as needed. The air tanker intended for use in 

West Virginia is stationed at Hot Springs, Virginia. This is 

a converted B-26 Army bomber with a carrying capacity of 1,200 

gallons of liquid and a range of several hundred miles. 

Control of fires with the help of air tankers is 

credited with keeping timber loss in West Virginia to a minimum 

this year, despite the unusually dry weather, and the prevalence 

of numerous burns in Virginia and other neighboring States. 

This is especially important in view of the increased use of 

tiQber in the growing woods-products facilities of West Virginia. 

These facilities depend heavily on logging in the National 

Forests, ~vhere the allo\vable annual timber cut would be adversely 

affected by loss from fire. 

Fire fighting from the air was developed by the Forest 

Service in the arid ~Jest, where the Rocky Mountain and coastal 

ranges had been suffering huge annual losses from fire. These 
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losses have been reduced significantly since the Forest Service 

began experimenting, in 1945, with aerial fire-fighting equip

ment. The latest development is the use of "smoke jumpers" -

fire fighters who parachute directly into affected areas. No 

smoke jumpers are being used in the East, however, because forested 

areas here are more accessible to surface transportation than 

those in the West. 

The aerial technique used in West Virginia consists of 

dropping a chemical slurry from the B-26's 1,200 gallon tank in 

a single "cascade," spreading a blanket of fire retardent over an 

area in the fire's path approximately 200 by 800 feet. This 

slows up the fire until crews can surround it. When the fire is 

small enough, the retardent may be dropped directly on the blaze. 

Thanks to this new technique, none of the 200 fires 

that ranged through the National Forests of West Virginia, 

Kentucky and Virginia this Spring reached any significant pro

portions. Only 8 of the blazes covered more than 100 acres. 

April is the month of highest fire danger in the 

Appalachian woods. Because the trees are not yet in leaf, the 

sun is able to dry out dead twigs and leaves in the forest bed, 

where gusty winds may fan the smallest spark into a roaring flame. 

October, when the leaves again pile up on the ground, is the second 

most dangerous fire month for West Virginia. 

Fire danger in summer comes chiefly from campers who 

are careless about their fires. The Forest Service's "Air Wing" 

combats this danger by hovering over campgrounds in helicopters, 

\.;axning campers by loudspeaker against neglect and carelessness 

in the \.oloods. Thus, Smoky, the Bear, is getting some help from 

on high. 
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THE SAVING OF MR. MAGOO A VICTORY FOR COMMON PEOPLE 

In a solitary cell in a concrete block in Duluth, Minnesota, 

sits a forlorn exile from India, condemned by governmental edict 

to spend the rest of his life cut off from his own kind. But 

the continued presence of Mr. Magoo, the celebrated mongoose, on 

American soil is regarded as a victory over bureaucracy by the 

common people. 

The saving of Mr. Magoo is a heartwarming story for all 

nature lovers. Brought to this country by a sailor who slipped 

him past Customs, the Indian mongoose ~as presented to the 

Duluth zoo, where he became a favorite resident. 

But the illegal immigrant's presence was soon discnvered' 

by alarmed biologists of the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

The Department ordered his immediate deportation, on the grounds 

that "The mongoose ••• could be a major danger to the poultry 

industry, ground-living wildlife, and birds ••• in this country." 

The mongoose, incidentally, is a large member of the weasel 

family, about twenty inches long, plus tail, with short forelegs 

and long hindlegs. Despite the short forelegs, he ~ fast enough 

to outstrike a cobra. He is not at all fussy about food, and 

will attack anything that moves, from a mouse on up to a sheep. 

When the meat supply runs low, he may go on a vegetarian binge 

and help himself to an apple orchard. vllierever he emigrates, 

his kind multiply at a frightening pace. Hence the cry of the 

Department of the Interior biologists: Hr. Magoo must go! 

MORE •••• NORE 
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But animal lovers everywhere sprang to Mr, Magoo's defense. 

They maintained that Mr. Magoo could not be held resp~nsible 

for the crimes of his race. They pointed out that he had killed 

no chickens, had pilfered no piglets, had raided no orchards, 

and had in no way broken the sovereign laws of the United States 

or of Hother Nature. His only offense was in having been born 

a mongoose. 

Furthermore, the defense contended, the unspoused Mr~ Magoo 

could hardly produce a population explosion all by himself. He 

is a confirmed bachelor, with no living relatives in this country, 

and no romantic aspirations. He desires only a life of simple 

contemplation. Mr. Magoo must not go, the common people cried. 

The Secretary of the Interior harkened to the voice of the 

people. He granted Mr. Magoo "non-political asylum" in the 

Duluth zoo, where he must be maintained in solitary confinement, 

under maximum security conditions. All visits by relatives are 

strictly forbidden. 

Thus Mr, Magoo, the oversized weasel, is allowed to remain 

among us, on the condition that he will never found a family. He 

C had better not, or we'll all be sitting up nights in the henhouse 
'._"'" 

with a shotgun. 
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Farm machinery may come and go, but the wonder of the farming 

world continues to be what may be properly called man's best 

friend -- the cow. In terms of food production, none of man's 

agricultural achievements has proved as beneficial as his 

domestication of the cow. The trail of human history is virtually 

a ''Milky Way," for wherever he has traveled, civilized man has 

always hitched his wagon to a cow. 
t<. 

Like the white man, the mi~cow is a relative newcomer to 

the Western World, but Betsy has thrived here. Today there are 

more than 17 million cows in the American dairy industry. Last 

year their yield of fluid milk totalled 126 billion pounds. 

This works out to 7,370 pounds per cow, which means that in the 

course of a year the average cow produces about 5 times her own 

weight in edible food. 

Most of us tend to think of dairy produce in terms of milk, 

butter and ice cream. But the product of the cow has hundreds 

of other uses, according to the U.S, Department of Agriculture. 

Last year, for example, some 14 billion pounds of milk went into 

cheese making. Nearly 4 billion pounds went into evaporated and 

condensed milk. One billion \vent into bulk condensed milk (for 

candy and bakery products). Millions of pounds went into skim 

milk, which is used in dietary drinks, and in powdered milk, cake 

mixes, sausage meat, and in soft drinks and soups. Skim milk is 

used in many pharmaceuticals, and in one form (casein) it is even 

used as glue. 

110RE. • • .HORE 
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Ice cream is, of course, one of the favorite forms of milk. 

Americans consumed 702.3 million gallons of ice cream last year 

nearly four gallons per person. This was in addition to 180 

million gallons of ice milk products. No other nation approaches 

us in this respect. 

However, it may surprise some to learn that Americans are 

not the greatest milk drinkers in the world, in spite of our high 

standard of living. Ireland, which has a much lower standard, 

leads all other nations in per capita consumption of milk. In 

1961 the Irish average milk consumption was 1510 pounds per person 

( -- almost half a gallon per day. The American average per capita 

consumption was 640 pounds, less than a quart a day. The United 

States is 16th on the list of milk products consumers of the 

world. 

The concern over cholesterol intake has reduced milk 

consumption in this country, but the real explanation of why we 

do not rank so high among milk drinkers is that we have such a 

great variety of food to choose from. No other country has such 

choices of meats, fruits and vegetables as are to be found in 

( American markets. Improved methods of refrigeration and transpor-
, 

tation have freed us almost completely from dependence on weather 

and locality. Country people especially benefit, for previously 

they had to depend chiefly on local produce, and leaned heavily 

on the milk cow. But that same cow is still the wonder of the 

world, when it comes to producing a basic part of our diet. 

-30-
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GOVERN~NT MARKETING SERVICE GUIDES BUYER TO BEST BUYS 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is currently holding an 

exhibit in Washington, D.C., which commemorates 50 years of 

marketing service to American farmers, industry and consumers. 

The aim of the exhibit is to increase awareness of what the De-

partment's grading stamps mean, as regards quality and economy 

of purchase. Ability to interpret these stamps correctly can 

save the housewife many dollars. 

On dairy products, the classifications "Grade AA", "Grade 

A", and "Grade B" are most common. On butter, there is not a 

great deal of difference between the two top grades, both of which 

are made from fresh cream. Where the price differential is 

great, a substantial saving may be effected by purchasing 

Grade A rather than AA. Grade B is made from sour cream, and 

lacks the fresh flavor of the top grades, although it is almost 
, 

equally healthful. Thus, f~r some buyers it may represent a 

dollar saving without any nutritional sacrifice. 

The following grade stamps may be found on cheese: "AA" ~. 

"A "., flB.'I, flC tI, and flD II ~ These stamps indicate excellence of 

-
flavor, rather than nutritic~al value~ all U,S. graded cheese 

is of acceptable quality. For cottage cheese, the Department 

issues a "Qual:Lty Approved" stamp of approval. 

Fluid milk is one of the few items not graded by the De-

partment of Agriculturei Instead, the U,S. Public Health Service 

puts out a ''J:-1ilk Code" which is followed in 37 States and 1900 

municipalities. Under the Code, Grade A milk is designated as 

meeting certain rigid standards as regards bacteriological 

110RE •••• MORE 
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count, herd health requirements, sanitary inspections, butterfat 

content, etc. 

Four grades of eggs are acceptable: "AA If "A H' . "B It and , , , 

"e '(~ The first two grades are best for egg dishes, since both 

the yolk and the white are thick and firm. Grades Band C eggs 

have a thin white and a fragile yolk, which break~ easily. There 

are six sizes of eggs: "J·umbo fi' "extra large ft "large If "medi-, ,. , 
um'i, "small Ii, and "peewee ~i. Size has no bearing on the quality 

of an egg; Grade AA eggs come in all sizes. 

Poultry has three grades, "A", "B ~t, and "C", which are 

considered wholesome. The grade A bird is full-fleshed with a 

good layer of fat. Grade B is somewhat leaner, and the grade 

C fowl is noticeably thin, with the breastbone prominent, and 

some skin flaws. 

The best grades of beef are labeled "Prime.", "Choice", and 

"Good ". Prime beef has the maximum amount of fat marbled in with 

the lean meat. Choice and good are less interspaced with fat. 

"Standard" beef has almost no fat, and less juice and tenderness. 

"Commercial" beef comes from older cattle and requires long, 

slow cooking to make it palatable. Lamb and mutton are graded 

similarly, except that "utility" replaces standard, and "cull" , 

is the lowest grade of lamb. 

As U.S. gradings are voluntary, it is possible to purchase 

food that is ungraded, or is "graded" without the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture stamp on it. However, the familiar USDA shield 

is the housewife's best guide to a safe and economical purchase. 
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NATIONAL STUDY OF PESTICIDES ADVISED BY SCIENCE CO~MITTEE 
~----- . ._--- . 

A program of expanded resea~ch on the toxic effects of 

pesticides, on ma~ as well as on animals, was recommended by the 

President's Science Advisory Committee following the Committee's 

investigation of pest control practices across the country. 

Concern that human beings may be absorbing and building up 

dangerous levels of toxic chemicals in their bodies, as a 

result of intensive spraying, dusting and other applications 

of pesticides, has prompted the scientists to urge the Presi-

dent to take immediate steps to obtain exact data on the pre-

sent levels of pesticides in our environment and to increase 

our efforts to understand their long-term effects. 

The Committee acknowledges the great value of pesticides 

in ridding society of many dread diseases. The use of DDT 

against the anopheles~bearing mosquito has practically wiped 

out malaria in this country, although it is still the number 

one killer in other parts of the world, However, detection of 

pesticide residues in living creatures far removed from the 

ti~e end place of application -- such as in the bodies of fish 

far out at sea -- has raised the question of pesticide buildup 

~ith pote~tial dangers to mar. as great as that from radiological 

fallout. 

At present there is no evidence of pesticide residues 

causing death or malignant disease in mano Biologists feel 

that it is still toe early to tel1 whether there is an occu-

pational haza=d in deelins with pesticides, or even a danger 
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from exposure to their presence in the environment ~.:. But they 

believe that a thorough investigation of the question should 

be undertaken at once. 

It is known that insecticides have been responsible for 

wiping out as much as 80 percent of bird flocks, and that, in 

general, the tolerance of these chemical agents is very small 

among lower forms of life o For example, pink shrimp have been 

experimentally poisoned by as little as 0.9 parts per billion 

otheptachlor, a chlorinated hydrocarbon similar to DDT. Young 

salmon have been all but exterminated in streams where bordering 

plants were sprayed with DDT. Crayfish and crabs are very 

sensitive to it. Birds have been known to die from eating 

apparently healthy fish containing very minute concentrations 

of pesticides. 

Some $4 billion worth of chemicals is dumped or sprayed 

into our environment each year by farmers alone. The amount is 

increasing yearly, as various pests develop immunity to specific 

pesticides. Before the nation is virtually engulfed by this 

sea of poison, scientists suggest that alternate means of pest 

control be exploredo 

( Methods for pest control without chemicals have been known 
, 

to farmers even in ancient times. Crop rotation, fallowing 

land, burning over fields, etc., are examples. In modern times, 

entomologists have worked with the use of insect enemies for 

pest control. Tne u.S. Department of Agriculture has imported 

more than 500 species of insect-destroying organisms, of which 

36 have had some success. Another technique is the steriltZllcion 

of male insects, which are then released to compete with non-

sterile males. Traps baited with sex attractants constitute still 

another method that has been used on certain insects. Although 

none of these methods has experienced the outstanding success 

of pesticides, they deserve to be followed up, insofar as they 

~itig8te the practice of poiso~ing our environment. 
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WILDLIFE PREDATOR CONTROL PROGRAM UNDER STUDY - - -
A new look at predator control in the United States will 

be taken by the U,S. Bureau of Fisheries and Wildlife to 

determine what further steps may have to be taken in the battle 

against predatory animals and birds. While most of the large 

predators are in the West, farm crops in the East are often 

affected by the activities of small animals and birds. 

The fox is no longer a serious threat to the chicken coop 

or sheepfold. This animal is currently being trapped, under 

federal supervision, in several eastern states, including West 

Virginia, as a potential transmitter of rabies. 

But the most active farm predator is the common field mouse, 

which, in addition to a voracious appetite for stored grain, 

causes considerable damage to fruit trees by eating the bark 

at the base of the tree in the winter. This little rodent, 

however, is now subject to a control program supervised by the , 

Wildlife Bureau which is calculated to save farmers millions 

of dollars annually. 

Weasels, skunks, and similar small, fur-bearing animals are 

on the increase in West Virginia, much to the sorrow of poultry 

farmers. This is due to the fact that these animals are no 

longer being trapped for their pelts, which have lost the market 

value they had twenty years ago. Researchers say that steel 

traps and poisoned bait are still the best control methods 

against these predators. 

Some species of birds are severe farm pests, and the problem 

cf keeping them away from ripening grain, berries) and fruits 

is still in the research stage. Flocks of blackbirds and 
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starlings may settle in a sweet corn field, and by pecking at 

a corner of an ear they spoil the crop for marketing, 

More troublesome than the blackbird is the starling, a 

fairly recent emigrant from Europe. Originally introduced here 

as a means of controlling insect life, the starling has had a 

population explosion, making this bird a menace to cities, farms, 

and even to aircraft. Some jet planes have crashed on take off 

when their intake tubes sucked in errant starlings. When a 

large flock of these birds land in an orchard, they may not leave 

until the trees are bare of fruits. 

Experiments with noismakers appear to be the most promising 

methods for scaring off pestiferous birds. Certain types of 

firecrackers have been used with good results, although a pro

longed bonbardment is often required, and this can be costly. 

Direct extermination of the starling and blackbird could 

upset the balance of nature. Therefore, wildlife scientists 

are studying how to make the natural habitats of these birds 

unwholesome indirectly. But whether man is smart enough to 

outwit these birds remains to be seen. 

-30-



( 

f 

! 

c 

From the office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C". BYRD 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25., D .. Ce 

Volume III ~- Number 26 6-28-63 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 
\ 

STUDIES REVEAL HOW DAIRY INDUSTRY IS AFFECTED BY CLUfATE - - .. - .,....- ... ~ -
Cows) like human beings, are affected by the hUI?i~}:ty_.~. 

in the air, and give less milk under hot and humid conditions, 

an agricultural scientist reported at the 1963 International 

Symposium on Humidity and Moisture, in Washington, D. C. 

Experiments carried out by the U. S. Department of 

Agriculture Research Center, Beltsville, Maryland, demon-

strate that, when the temperature rises above 75 degrees, 

milk production of cows drops off as the humidity incre3~es. 

At temperatures below 75 degrees, the milk yield does not 

appear to be affected by damp weather. 

In this research project, four breeds of cattle were 

confined for periods of two weeks in rooms with controlled 

atmospheric conditi~ns. Nilk production was found to be 

constant, no matter how the humidity fluctuated, as long 

as ~he temperature remained below 75. , 

When the room temperature raised above 75 degrees, a 

decrease in i:nilk output, as well as in food and water con-

8u~ption, was noted as the humidity was increased. The 

respiratory rate of the cattle also went up, and there 'IiJere 

other physiological chaLlges~ Of the four breeds tei3tsd) 

the Brahman showed the least effect of the ;\','ccther"; the 

Holstein showed the most adverse effect, and the Jersey and 

Brown Swiss were in between. 

Scientists speculate that the Braiwan cow, a natjve of 

India, stands up to heat and humidity best because its body 

has a relatively greater skin surface than the other cows --
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approximately 12 per cent more skin surface. This physical 

factor enables the Brahman to "breathe" through its skin 

more readily than other cattle, and thus to be more suc-

cessful in adjusting itself to changes in climate involving 

heat and moisture. 

The Brahman, however, is not generally regarded as a 

milk cow, and its milk yielo does not compare, under any 

circumstances, with that of the other breeds tested. Among 

the milk cows, the Brown Swiss stands up best to humidity, 

but is lowest in average yield. The Holstein is highest 

( in yield, but is most noticeably affected by humidity. 

The research indicates that greater efficiency in milk 

production may be achieved by breeding herds that are specifi-

cally adapted to the locality and climate. Furthermore, it 

may profit the farmer to take measures to adopt the climate 

to the cow, by air conditioning barns during the especially 

hot, sticky months. Experiments have been conducted, with 

encouraging results, in confining cattle withi.n air-condi-

tioned barns during the day, and turning the::n out at night. 

r 

( 
In country where the shade trees are scarce, "shade-

sheds" are auvocated to protect the cattle from the direct 

rays of the SUD, which affect them adversely. In the far 

Hest, grazing cattle in the summer on mountain T.~nges pro-

vides a natural air conditioning. \.Jhere this is not pos-

sible, man-made air conditicning may prove a significant 

fActor in the dairy eco~Dmy. 
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AMERICAN COAL AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN EUROPEAN ECONOMY ---
American coal exports are playing an important part in 

the industrial progress of Western Europe, according to the 

latest report of the U.S. Bureau of Mines, which foresees a 

significant increase for our coal exports in 1963. 

Reversing the unfavorable trend of the past few years, 

Western Europe imported 16.4 million metric tons of U.S. coal 

in 1962, an increase of.2.l7 million tons, or 19.5 per cent, 

over 1961. The rise in European coal needs is attributed 

to booming industrial needs. 

In the first four months of this year, our coal exports 

continued to rise. As of May 1, shipments to Western Germany 

amounted to 1,840,000 tons, an increase of 324,000 tons over 

the same period in 1961. Similar increases are noted in 

our coal trade with Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and 

France. 

Thus far, the economic policies of the European Common 

Market have not restricted the importation of American coal. 

Only one country, Western Germany, places a duty on U.S. coal, 

above a fixed quota. Other members of the Common Market 

require licenses for individual shipments of coal, but impose 

no duty. 

Italy was the largest European importer of U.S. coal 

in 1962, taking 5.4 million netric tons, compared with 4.4 

million in 1961. This accounts for approximately one-third 

of American coal sold in Europe. West Germany was the second 
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biggest customer, buying 4.9 million tons of coal; and the 

Netherlands was third, with purchases of 2.2 million tons. 
( 

The one Hestern European country which has closed its 

shores to U.S. coal is England, which is not a member of 

the Common Market. English steel manufacturers pay nearly 

$3.00 a ton more for British coking coal than the price of 

American coal delivered in England. Consequently, Britain's 

steel industry is having difficulty competing with steelmakers 

on the continent, who have access to American coal. 

Coal has always been an expensive product in Europe, 

owing to the relatively difficult conditions under which it 

( is mined there. Because of the greater accessibility of 

our coal~eposits and the use of highly productive mining 

machinery, coal can be mined in the United States and de-

livered to Europe at cheaper prices, despite our higher wages 

and the transportation cost. 

The ability of the American coal industry to provide 

Europe with an abundance of coal at a relatively low price 

has helped to spur the remarkable recovery of Western 

European industry, which suffered extensive devastation in 

( . World War II. 

- 30 -



( 

i' 

t 

(--. 

i"rom the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

Volume III -- Number 28 7-12-63 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

RIVER AND FLOOD SERVICE CONSTANTLY ON GUARD 

Since Biblical times, floods have been one of the great 

terrors of' the human race. Despite our advanced knowledge 

of engineering, and our swift communication systems, ram-

paging rivers continue to threaten life and property every 

year. To protect our citizens as fully as possible from 

this danger, the River and Flood Service of the U.S. Weather 

Bureau has spun an intricate web of data gathering and dis-

seminating stations which can predict the rise of angry 

waters with timely accuracy. 

The warning system of the River and Flood Service 

begins with a network of observers strategically placed 

throughout the United States, wherever flooding is a po-

tential menace. In West Virginia 'there are fifty observers 

who keep track of river and rainfall data, and fifty more 

who report on rainfall only. The observer may be a trained 

technician at a manned station, or he may simply be an 

individual farmer or country~dwel1ing businessman. 

The rainfall gauge may be located on an airport tower, 

or near the kitchen window of a farmhouse. River gauges 

are placed along solid banks, or under bridges, and usually 

consist of graduated metal staffs, requiring little upkeep. 
\ 

\ 
The rainfall gauges, on the other hand, need periodic 

emptying and clearing. The actual precipitation rate is 

recorded automatically on a clock-driven cylinder, or 

measured manually with a calibrated stick. 

Each observer reports his gauge,readings at regular 
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intervals to the nearest forecast center. This information 

( is fed by teletype into a main River Forecast Center (for 

West Virginia these main Centers are located at Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, Cincinnati, Ohio, and Washington, D. C.). 

Rainfall and river height information is studied at 

the Centers in connection with tables recording such data 

over the past 100 years. Additional data are taken from. 

telemeter gauges (gauges wired directly to telephone 1rnes)-, 

and from radar scopes which can observe rainfall in areas 

within a 100-mi1e radius. The overall weather picture is 

( also studied on the basis of distant weather station reports. 

The data then flow out, in the form of warnings and 

predictions of river crests and times, to the reporting 

stations and observers, and also to the press, to radio 

and television stations, to the Red Cross, to local civil 

defense and police, U.S. Engineers, etc. In Washington 

the National Red Cross Headquarters is alerted, as well as 

the Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization. 

Although reservoir systems and watershed maintenance 

( 
can reduce flooding damage, no amount of leveeing or dam 

~-. 

building can ever fully eliminate the danger of floods.' 

However, a cooperative network of observers all but elimi-

nates the danger to life. 
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ELECTRO MAGNETIC ~yg,§. NQH l1EASURE TH~ ~OISTURE IN WALLS 

A radically new method for measuring humidity with electro-

magnetic waves was demonstrated at the recent Symposium ,on 

Humidity in Washington, Do Co Quick, precise, and extremely 

simple to operate, this "moisture m.eter!! is expected to prove 

of great value to the building industry, especially where 

wood products are involved. 

The variable moisture content of building materials has 

always been a problem in constr.uction, especially in surface 

finishing. Paint applied to material retaining hidden moisture 

will not give good protection. On the other hand, delaying 

finish work on this account is costly, and may be harmful to 

the material. The new electro-magnetic device apparently 

solves this problem nicely. 

Water is known to absorb electro-magnetic energy at a 

consistent rateD The moisture meter works by beaming el~ctro-

magnetic waves through the measu~ed object by means of a 

small, portable radio transmitter~ The radio signal is first 

transmitted to a mobile, transistorized receiver at a known 

distance, with no interference. Then a second signal is sent, 

across the same distance, but through the wall or ceiling or 

post in question. The second signal will be weaker than the 

first, in direct proportion to the moisture content of the 

intervening wall--after a correction is applied for the wall 

m3terial. 

A correction table based on the known absorbent power of 

various building mate~ials e~sbles o~e to msas~re the relative 
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moisture of any solid object, of any size~ A few measurements 

suffice to calculate the moisture content of an entire room. 

Furthermore, no destruction or ha::m can come to the measured 

substance, since no direct contact wi~h it is necessary. 

The advanteges of this device to the building industry 

are manyo Lumber may be dehumidified with scientific pre-

cision. Finishes may be applied to building surfaces without 

guesswork. The moisture resistance of new materials can be 

tested with certainty. We can expect to see better, longer-

lasting homes built for us with the aid of this new scientific 

tool. 

Agriculturists are also interested in the moisture 

meter, since it can be used to test the curing stages of 

tobacco, the moisture in stored grain, dried fruits, etc. It 

can even evaluate the lean-to-fat ratio of livestock meat, 

since lean meat contains a great deal of moisture and fat 

meat relatively little o 

Just about the only thing the moisture meter has not 

been able to do, so fa~, is to find water undergrour.d& It 

may be only a matter of time before electro-magnetic waves 

will unlock that secret too o 
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IMPORTS FROM CONI'1UNIST BLOC COUNTRIES CAUSE CONCERN _ .. .-... - .-- -~ - --- -~---

A survey of United States imports of merchandise for 

consumption in 1962 indicates that goods produced in Communist 

bloc countries are competing with American industry, as well 

as funneling American dollars into Red pockets. 

For example, the United States imported over $3 million 

worth of glass products fl."om Co~munist bloc countries in cal-

endar 1962, according to a report from the U.S. Department 

of Cori:,ne:rce e In vie\v of the fact that some American glass 

manufacturers have had to go out of business recently, the 

problem of slave-labor competition from behind the Iron Curtain 

deserves our attention. 

Figures ehow that plate glass was imported from 

Communist bloc ccuntries in 1962 in the amount of $1,245,000. 

Glass kitchenware from these countries amounted to $1,882,000 • 

The largest single source of Co~~unist-produced plate glass 

was Russia, while Czechoslovakia provided the largest share 

of glass kitchenware. 

Steel is a vital industry in the United States that 

affects employment on a broad scale. Yet, last year we 

iQPorted nore than $3 million worth of steel proGucts fro~ 

COllliTIunist countries, chiefly Poland and Yugoslavia. Yugo-

slavia shipped $2,340,000 worth of wire nails, while Poland 

sent over half a million dollars worth of nails. 

Poland, incidentally, appenrs to be the largest 

single exporter to the United States, E.mang the Coru.::nunist 

bloc countries. Last year we bought more than $25 million 
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worth of cooked ham and pork from Poland. 

Another :;.lFportant eXpoi-tcr to this country is Hong Kong. 

The British Cro~n Colony, ~ith a populetion of over 3 million, 

is one of the great t~adiug centers of the werld. There is 

scarcely an item on our impo:::t list which is not imported in 

some rueasu:!:'e from Hong K:::mg. Finished cotten goods, silks, 

s~tins, raincoats, bao::ets, toys--the list is enormous. 

v."'hile l\le admire the cOfillIlercial success of the Colony, 

we cannot ignore the lax'ge trade it carries· on with Red 

China. The possibility that ma:1Y of our imports from Hong 

Kong originate in Red China, and that our trade dollars are 

going beY0:1d the Bamboo Curtain, is too strong to overlook. 
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SUHt1f.R "BEAR SEASO~ BRINGS WA1~~ING FR01.1 RANG~RS 

August is the peak of the SUI!lIIler "bear season," according 

to U. S. Forest Rangers charged with protecting vacationers in the 

woods from the dangers of fraternizing too closely with big Bruin. 

The sighting of a bear is one of the unusual thrills a visitor 

may encounter in the National Forests of West Virginia. The bear 

( population of our State is on the increase, with more than 500 

reported last year. During the su~er the bears are occasionally 

attracted to campsites by the smell of food. Entertaining as they 

are to watch, they must be considered a potential danger to life 

and property. 

Forest Rangers caution that bears should be viewed from a safe 

distance, and never fed by hand. By way of warning, the U. S. Park 

Service lists 748 "bear incidents" last year (958 the year before), 

involving 63 personal injuries in National Forests and Parks across 

C~ the nation. Property damage was over $10,000. Over 300 bears were 

trapped--arrested for bad conduct--and 99 were destroyed. Eighteen 

persons were arrested for misconduct toward bears. 

Nost of the "bear incidents" in the East take place in the 

Great Smoky Mountain National Park (131 last year), but a signifi-

cant number of incidents occur in the Monongahela and George Wash-

ington.National Forests of West Virginia, The following are some 

typical "bear incidents" reported by the Forest Service: 

"On May 8 of this year a camper in a sleeping bag awoke to 

find a bear standing on his chest, about to rip open the bag, and 

the camper in the process. He yelled, and the bear went away 

reluctantly. Another camper in a sleeping b2g reported that a 
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bear bit his toe while starting to chew his "VJay into the bag. " 

"On July 14, a camper reported that a bear stepped· on his head 

while he was sleeping on the ground. He suffered minor lacerations .. " 

"One bear has made a practice of smashing ice chests of 

campers. Apparently he has developed a taste for coldcuts. There 

have been three rep0rts of tents being ripped open by bears. Two 

convertible tops have been torn open." 

These reports are meant to rem:i.nd forest visitors that bears 

should be seen but not handled. Many scrounging bears develop 

greedy end impatient natures, and no one should leave the safety 

( of a closed car '{<lhile viewing them. Convertibles offer no real 
"-

protection from a bear on the prowl for food o Neither does any other 

canvas material, and for that reason it is not advisable to store 

food in tents, open cars, or sleeping bags that are intended for 

occupancy. The bear has a very good sense of smell, and very bad 

table manners. 

Vacations in the woods can be very enjoyable if everyone keeps 

a healthy respect for y]ild animals, especially during "bear season." 

( ,._ .. , 
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BACKPACKING IN THE WOODS A POPULAR FAMILY VACATION 

Americans who really want to get away from the complexities of 

city life and recapture the thrill of pioneering adventures are 

taking pack-trip vacations into the National Forests of West Virginia. 

Such vacations have become popular with families. They are low in 

cost and high in adventuresome enjoyment. 

The National Forests of West Virginia are full of inviting trails 

and sparkling streams. A journey on foot into the woods is a real 

test of self-~eliance, for whatever is needed for the trip--food, 

clothing, and shelter--must be carried on one's back. Of course, 

there are fish to be caught in the streams, and natural cave shelters 

to be found, but basically it is a question of "packing in" the 

necessities of life. 

Experienced campers now favor a lightweight aluminum packframe 

which rests easily against the hiker's back, but which can be 

hitched snugly when needed. Lightweight sleeping bags and tents are 

now available which considerably reduce the load once associated with , 

backpacking. Dehydrated foods also eliminate many pounds from the 

pack, and are much preferred over canned foods by many campers for 

this reason. Complete meals are now available from dehydrated foods 

weighing only a few ounces, and especially packaged for campers. 

For those who know the woods well, daily meals can be spiced 

with such local delicacies as mushrooms, herb teas, and mountain 

greens. The skill of the angler is never better rewarded than on a 

pack trip, for there is a particular pride in being able to "live 

off the land." 

The U. S. Forest Service recommends that families going off 

into the Moncngahela or George t~ashington National Forests should 
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provide themselves with certain basic equipment for safety and for 

emergencies. Good maps are essential. F~rst~aid kits should be 

carried. Some device for signaling distress, such as a shrill 

whistle, or a good flashlight, is advisable. In a pinch, smoke 

signals can be used. It is important to remember that the emergency 

signal is always three of something--puffs of smoke, flashes of light, 

whistles, etc. 

Perhaps the best overall advice to the backpacker is to leave 

word with a Forest Ranger sbout his proposed journey and expected 

time of return. I'inding a lost family in the thousands of acres of 

National Forests in West Virginia could be greatly simplified if a 

Ranger knew where and when to start looking. 

~vo U. S. Forest Service booklets which could be helpful to 

persons interested in a pack-trip vacation in the National Forests 

of our State are called WILDERNESS and CAMPING. These booklets and 

other pertinent information about backpacking can be obtained by 

writing to: Forest Supervisor, Monongahela National Forest, Elkins, 

West Virginia. 
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.£QOLING l'LlTI! COA!:! 12 PROVING m ~~ORTH IN WASHINGTON 

In Washingtc~, D. C., a modern 9-story building can be entered 

on the hottest asy of the year and found to be pleasantly cool and 

refreshi.ng in2j.de e This building, ~~hich houses the National Coal 

Association, is cool~d through the warmest summer months as effec-

tively as it is h22ted in winter by the saws energy source: coal. 

This heating-cooliL!.g system is or-:.e of the pioneer installations 

\ pointing the way to a new :n;arket for coal in the field of large-
" 

scale year-around air conditioning o 

The boiler room of the Coal Building is a model of modern 

efficiency. The room and all working cOffiponents are a spotless 

white. The coal is never evident, from storage bin to ash bin. 

Automatic controls feed coal into the furnaces of two 71-horsepower 

low-pressure steam generators which supply the energy used to cool 

(and heat) the building. 

The cooling system, which is one of several on the market 

(~ today energized by coal-fired steem, employs a lithium bromide 

r 

solution as the refrigerant o The refrigerant flows through an 

evaporator under a high vacuum, which causes it to boil at the low 

temperature of 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Evaporation involves an 

absorption of heat, which is withdrawn from water circulating in 

coils through the evaporator. This chilled water in turn is used 

to cool the air, which is distributed thrcu(.:.b the building. 

In three years of operation in Washington, D. Ce , a city of 

considerable temperature fluctuation, this coal-fired cooling system 

has demonstrated its reliability and economy. Approximately 400,000 

cubic feet of building space is supplied with cool, clean air, with 

a minimum of manual attention. Building engineers believe that a 

(HORE) 
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significant saving has been made in owning and operating costs, over 

other available systems. 

Nor is there any cause for complaint on the grounds of air pol

lution. Fuel utilization in the coal furnace is automatically con

trolled with such pre.cision that the exhaust gases are cleanly 

carried off into the atmosphere. 

Thus~ it appears that in regions where coal is readily available, 

coal-fired air conditioning systems can compete successfully with 

those using other fuels. This is especially true in the industrial 

heartland of the nation) where air conditioning has become an integral 

\, part of the design of new buildings. 

( 

As a source of heat, coal is still the most economical fuel we 

have. As a source of basic ep-ergy, there are still many new poten

tialities in the domestic ~arket for this natural resource, to which 

the economy of West Virginia is vitally linked. 

-30-



.( 
,/ 

~. 

( 

From the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD "" 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

Volume III -- Number 34 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

August 23, 1963 

RETURN OF SOFTWOODS TO WEST VIRGINIA FORESTS SEEN -------- -- ----
A recent species-conversion study by the U. S. Forest Service in 

West Virginia reveals that some mountain slopes are more favorable to 

softwoods than to the hardwoods now occupying them. A long-range 

conversion program to build up stands of white pine and red spruce on 

sites nmv growing oak, birch, and maple would eventually increase the 

value of our annual timber cut. 

The forests of West Virginia once contained considerably more 

softwoods than they do now--especial1y white pine and red spruce. , 

Scattered through the woods one still encounters giant white pines 

which indicate how favorable the terrain and climate are for that 

important source of building lumber. Massive early cutting by 

settlers plus eradication by fire are believed responsible for the 

diminution of softwoods in the Mountain State. 

A forest Service study on species-conversion was begun in West 

Virginia in 1954. The first step was the development of a new site-

1 indexing formula for determining the tree-growth potential of' land. 

Heretofore, site evaluation could only be made where a well-stocked, 

evenly-aged stand of trees existed, and this is seldom encountered. 

A better indexing method was needed. 

In making up a new site-index formula, four variables were 

studied: (1) compass direction of the slope, (2) grade of the slope, 

(3) relative position on the slope, and (4) soil depth to rock. 

A formula was arrived at mathematically which enables a site to 

be evaluated without reference to the existing tree stand. 

Using an index rating where the number indicates the predicted 

height of trees after 50 years, it has been found that sites in the 

60-80 foot ranges of the index are suited to oak, but that sites 

(HORE) 
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falling within the 40 to 60 rating show a better potential for white 

/ 
pine. Sites poorer than the 40 rating are being considered for less 

( 
demanding species, such as Virginia pine. 

Results indicate that where mature stands of hardwoods on 40 to 

60 rated sites are cut heavily and planted to white pine, the pine 

will be able to dominate the site within a few years, producing a 

more valuable crop in a shorter time. 

Regeneration of red spruce is being experimented with on high-

country sites where the virgin spruce stands had been clearcut and 

burned at the turn of the century. A study in northern West Virginia 

shows that spruce regeneration by direct seeding is difficult on 
( 

heavily eroded soil, and that bracken fern interferes seriously 

with spruce plantings. However, a long-range program of spruce 

planting and bracken removal could restore red spruce forests to our 

State. 

These findings point the way to a prosperous softwoods industry 

in West Virginia. 

-30-
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. 
to installing adequate lightning protection devices on individual tall 

shade trees near the house or barn. Those trees which tower over 

buildings are especially dangerous, since they may transmit lightning 

around the nearby area. Expensive damage may occur when trees are 

ruined by lightning belts, or fallon buildings. 

Trees are protected with a system of air terminals, conductors 

and grounds similar to that used on buildings. Allowance must be made 

for the swaying movement of trees during a storm; the conductor must 

have some flexibility •. The ground leads must be adequate to fully 

discharge the lightning bolt, but care must be taken not to harm the 

root system of the tree. Where cattle are at large, the conductor on 

the tree should be covered with a wooden casing. 

One of the simplest methods of safeguarding cattle is to remove 

isolated trees from a pasture, or fence them off. A grove of trees is 

a much safer shelter during a storm, and if it is a small grove only a 

few of the tallest trees need be given lightning protection, For the 

individual caught out in a thunder storm, a cave or cliff overhang is 

a much safer shelter than the woods. It is quite safe to remain inside 

a car or truck. 

No person should install a l.ightning protection system w;thout a 

thorough understanding of what he is doing. A defective system may be 

more dangerous than none at all. For specific details one may write 

to my office, 342 Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. e., 

and request FARMERS' BULLETIN NO. 2136, printed by the U. S. Department 

of Agriculture. 
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LIGHTNING PROTECTION FOR FENCES, TREES, RECOMMENDED 

Everyone who lives in the count~y knows the need of protecting 

houses and barns Jrom lightning. Somewhat less known is the a1visa

bility of protecting trees and fences from electrical discharges that 

are an annual menace to life and property, according to a recent 

bulletin put out by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The bulletin reports that many livestock, and even some human 

beings, have been killed when in the vicinity of a fence that received 

a lightning discharge. An ungrounded or improperly grounded wire 

fence can carry electric current from a lightning bolt along its wires 

as far as two miles. Wire fences that are attached to trees or build-

ings are most likely to receive and carry lightning discharges, but 

any ungrounded wire fence with wooden posts, or steel posts set in 

concrete, is a hazard. 

The Department of Agriculture recoIDm3nds that wire fences be 

grounded with galvanized steel posts set directly in the earth at 

intervals of 150 feet all along the fence. Another method i<8 to dri"e . 
lengths of steel rod or pipe into the earth alongside the wooden 

fenceposts, making certain that all of the wire strands are in good 

contact with the rod. The rod should be driven down about five feet 

into the earth, and allowed to extend several inches above the 

fencepost. 

Tall shade trees are notorious targets of lightning bolts in the 

country, as West Virginians well know, and the tendency of livestock 

to shelter u~der such trees during a storm is one of tha headaches of 

farming. Where such trees are numer.ous and ~cattered, nothing can be 

done to protect the cattle except to keep them penned up when a ~:torrn 

is brewing. But the agricultural experts urge that attenticu be given 

MORE 
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NEVl PRODUCTION METHODS RENEW INTEREST IN APPALACHIAN OIL - -~--- ----~-- - -
An increase in oil and natural gas production in West Virginia is 

anticipated as a result of new interest by major oil companies drill-

ing in the Mountain State. Hydraulic fracturing and diamond-core 

drilling are two modern practices that are increasing the 6utput of 

high-grade petroleu~ and gas. 

Hydraulic fracturing is a process that involves forcing liquid 

(usually a light oil) into the bottom of a viell under great pressure. 

( 1be pressurized liquid penetrates an area from 40 to 100 feet around 

the well, splitting open rock seams which release petroleum otherwise 

unavailable for pumping .. 

This technique is used when drilling on the perimeter of old oil 

fields as a means of "scraping the bottom of the barrel" where exist-

ing wells have gone dry. In the search for new fields, deep-well 

drilling, in the neighborhood of 15,000 feet, is now being practiced 

increasingly in the Appalachians. An increase in the price of natural 

gas, from 27\ cents a cubic foot to 32-35 cents, is providing one of 

( the incentives. 

Although petroleum products have been found in 46 of West Vir-

ginia's 55 counties, the present interest in drilling appears to 

center in the counties of Lewis, Doddridge, and Ritchie. A recent 

well drilled near the Spruce Creek field in southeast Ritchie County 

came in at 600 barrels a day. The overall State average production 

is less than one barrel per well per day. 

The U. S. Bureau of Mines is sponsoring diamond-core drilling in 

the Appalachian region in order to learn more about oil production 

methods. Grants are made to oil companies that use a diamond-bitted 

drill to core out a section of earth 10-30 feet in length at the 

bottom of a well. In West Virginia these cores are studied at the 

U. S. Petroleum Research Laboratory at Horgantov."I1, and correlated to 
HORE 
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other geological factors known about the oil field from which they 

corne. 

West Vi:rginia oil is th2 high-grade type knO\vu as Pennsylvania, 

which is worth about a dollar more per baire1 (approximately $4.15) 

than Texas oil. Pennsylvania oil is more valuable because it requires 

less elaborate refining than western oil. Last year there were 101 

new drillings in the Mountain State, nearly twice that of the year 

before. Production rose from 2.7 million barrels in 1961 to 3.3 
J 

mi1.lion in 1962. 

Oil was first produced in West Virginia in 1876. The output 

steadily increased until 1900 when more than 16 million barrels were 

pumped~ Since 1900, i~terest in oil drilling declined as costs rose 

and prices fell. nut nearly one-half of cur State is still under oil 

lea se, and the perfection of ney] production techniques may bring about 

a new petroleum boomo 
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FERNOW .t9P-EST ~IbT.DX P01:~T.§. HAY TO Hl&EER HA~.DWO'pD Y1ELD 

In 1948 a tract of 3,640 aC':es in the Monongohela National Forest 

was set aside for use as a .:~se,:u:ch unit J to be known as the Fernow 

Experimental Forest of West Virginia. Research on tree g~owth in the 

Fernow Forest has evolved methods of obtaining a much higher per-acre 

yield of herdwood. 

Removal of culls, intensive cutting selection, and careful design 

of skidding-roads to avoid erosion 'are th=ee of the main procedures 

in forest management which result in faster tree growth. A timber 

yield four to six times greater than the present average can be 

exp~ctQd from scientific managenent of the forest o 

On previc~sly un'!:Ilan'lged stands, cull renoval is rated first in 

priority by the Fernow study. ~nether done by cutting, girdling, or 

poisoning, cull removal is a major operationo A significant gain in 

growth a:1d form is qu.ickly seen in the survivii:1g trees, far offsetting 

the cost of cul1ing o Even !:le::::e, wastage can be mi'nimized by develop· 

ing a market for culls as pulpwood, posts, rails, or firewood. 
, 

Intensive selection means developing an evenly spaced, evenly aged 

stand of trees, from which the maximum growth can be realized. A 

yearly increase of from 400 to 600 board feet Fer acre has been not~d 

on some stands in the Fernow F'orest o The Statewide average growth 

for hardwood forests in West Virginia is less than 100 board feet 

per year" 

Skidding logs down steep grades causes serious erosion. Such 

skidroads can lay waste to as much as 15 percent of the forest land, 

according to the Fe.rnow study,. In addition to the land spoilage, 

there will be a weakening of the watershed c~pacity. Laying o~t 

skidroads on shallow grades can reduce the w~ste a~ea to 5 percent, 

with a total skidroad cost of less than $5 0 00 an acre. 

11Cl"E. • OII-lQRE 
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Many forests depend upon su~face moisture as well as underground 

water. Therefore it is important to avoid damage to tqe watershed. 

( Seeding of abandoned log decks is recomID€nded as one means of avoid-

ing erosion. Installation of water bars, or outslope drainage, on 

roads is urged to prevent excessive wash e The water should be 

diverted onto the forest floor t rather than into running streams, 

which may become choked with sediment, according to the Fernow study. 

Stream courses should never be used as roads. 

The study also brought out the fact that power-saw felling is less 

accurate than cross-cut felling. T"vo man on a handsaw were slow, 

but their tree dropped in place without damaging other trees. De-

C velopment of a tool or method for more accurate directional control 

( 

\-

with power-saw felling is being sought to improve the efficiency of 

. our logging operations in West Virginia o 

-30-
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SURVEY SHOWS ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES OF CONVENIENCE FOODS 

Our age is sometimes called "The Age of Convenience," and one of 

the signs of our times is the ever-increasing supply of ready-to-serve 

fqods on the market. The time and labor saving advantages of "con-

venience foods" are well known to West Virginian~. But many con-

venience foods also offer a distant economic saving over home-prepared 

foods, according 'to a survey recently completed by the U. S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture. 

Some of the largest savings observed were in fruits and fruit 

juices. Frozen orange concentrate often costs less than half the 

price of fresh or home-squeezed orange juice. Similarly, frozen or 

canned cherries usually cost less than half the price of fresh cher-

ries. Here the saving amounts to nea~1y ten cents per serving. 

On the other hand, the survey points out that certain other 

fruits, such as peaches, pinapple and grapefruit, are significantly 

cheaper when served fresh than when bought in some processed form. 

This is also true of strawberries, raspberries, and cranberries. 
, 

Here the cost of convenience may amount to as much as 15 cents per 

serving. 

Beef, in ready-to-cook form, is generally expensive. Frozen 

beef dinners cost about twice the price of home-prepared meals. 

Ca~ned beef stew is the only processed beef item that offers any 

saving over fresh beef. Frozen chicken or turkey dinners are far 

more expensive than home-prepared, the cost of convenience here 

running as high as 40 cents per serving. 

Ready-to-bake pastries and breadstuffs are also an expensive 

luxury, it was found. These items cost more than double their home-

made counterparts. Comparative costs of vegetables varied, with peas, 

spinach, and lima beans cheaper in the processed form than fresh. On 

MORE •••• MORE 
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the other hand, beans, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, and corn on the , 

cob were more economical when bought fresh than when canned or frozen. 

Instant coffee was found to cost nearly one-third less than 

regular coffee. The average cost of regular ground coffee came to 

about 1.5 cents per cup, while instant coffee ranged down to about 

~ cent per cup, Tea bags, on the contrary, trebled the cost of 

tea drinking. Costs per serving range from 1.5 cents when using 

tea bags to % cent with tea leaves. 

It is apparent that a careful selection of convenience foods 

will effect a saving in money as well as time and labor. The 

r nutritional values of convenience foods are generally high, and the 

taste and appearance pleasing. Locality and season, of course, 

must be taken into account when making out market lists. Those 

p~rsons who wish to be fully informed on the relative advantages of 

convenience versus ready-to-eat or cooked foods should write to my 

office, 342 Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C., and 

request MARKETING RESEARCH REPORT NO. 609. 

-30-

c 



( 

I' 
I 

From the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C~ '", 

Volume III -- Number 39 
/ 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT Co BYRD 

9-27-63 

SAFER UNDERGROUND _M~IN~I~N~Q FORESEEN ~JT~ NEW ROCKBOLT 

Greater safety in underground mine workings is promised by the 

U. S. Bureau of Mines' development of an explosively anchored rockbolt 

\ 
\ 
" 

suitable for strengthening all types of rock tunnels. The new rockbolt 

is anchored by means of an explosive charge which is varied according 

to the hardness of the rock formation, and which has proved to with-

( stand greater pull test pressure than conventional bolts. 

Rockbolts are a standard safety device used to strengthen the 

ceilings in mine tunnels. Rows of bolts, installed under tension 

according to a pattern, "sandwich" rock formations together in much 

the same way that ordinary bolts squeeze together two or more layers 

of wood, thereby creating a stronger rock structure. 

However, conventional rockbolts, while working satisfactorily 

enough in hard rock, tend to "creep" or give way when lodged in soft 

rock. The problem has been to discover a means of expanding the bolt, 

(. once it is lodged in the bolthole, in such a manner that it will not 

pullout when tightened, or left under continuous pressure. ,. 

The Bureau of Mines' safety engineers appear to have solved the 

problem by designing a bolt to the end of which is welded a sleeve 

containing a variable explosive charge. After the bolt is installed, 

the charge is set off electrically and the sleeve expands laterally, 

compressing the rock to some extent and anchoring the bolt securely. 

The charge is contained in a narrow tube, which is surrounded with 

~ater or paraffin. The surrounding material produces an even expansion 

of the metal sleeve. A special type of steel is used for the sleeve, 

so that it is able to expand very quickly without rupturing. 

Thus far, the Bureau has completed 87 individual field trials with 

the explosively anchored rockbolt, including pull tests with a hydrau-

lic jack. The new bolt has passed the tests, either matching or 
MORE. ,HORE 
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exceeding the performance of conventional bolts under identical con-

( ditions, and it appears that explosively anchored bolts ~y also be 

able to provide support in soft or friable rock where no current method 

is applicable. 

The only conventional method which has withstood greater pressure 

than the explosively anchored rockbolt is the grout method, whereby 

a bolt is anchored with grout forced in under pressure. But such 

grout requires many hours to "set up" before any safety factor is 

obtained, whereas the explosive bolt can be securely anchored at once, 

and the mine ceiling stiffened before the tunnel is extended, and 

( :luman lives exposed to the dangers of cave-ins or rockfalls. 

-30-
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GOOD POS3IBILITIES SEEN FOR HOLLY AS COW1ERC!AL COVER CROP -- ----- -
Experiments with new strains of holly now being conducted at the 

National Arboretum in \Olashington suggest the feasibility of growing 

this trac;1itional tree on mOt!ntain slopes in West Virginia as a water .. 

shed cover and as a commercial crop. 

The National Arboretum is crossbreeding hardy West Virginia holly 

( with high quality varieties in order to produce a strain which will 

withstand winter chill and also yield an attractive foliage which may 

be marketed for Christmas decorations. The extensive fibrous root 

system of holly makes it an excellent watershed plant. The bright 

green leaves and red berries have always been a popular seasonal 

decoration, although in recent years natural holly has suffered from 

competition with imported plastic substitutes. 

Holly enthusiasts are hoping that natural holly will regain 

public favor as a result of improved handling methods which keep the 

~ leaves bright and the berries from falling off. Holly, which is 

gathered at Thanksgiving time, is now dipped in a hormone solution 

and kept in cold storage until shipping. The berries are usually 

blood-red in color (although some varieties are orange or yellow) and 

give a distinctive cheer to the Christmas season. 

As a festival ornament, holly has been used since pre-Christian 

times by the ancient Chinese, the Druids, and the Norse, according 

to holly specialists at the Arboretum. American holly is a native 

tree, a much favored winter browse of deer and cattle. The leaves 

have a mild medicinal and tonic property for !JumBn beings, which has 

" given rise to their use as tea ~eaves. The wood carves unusually 

well, and is used as inlays on musical instruments and fine furniture. 
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Like apple trees, holly favors well-drained slopes with abundant 

moisture and organic soil. Specialists suggest a spacing of 25 feet 

by 25, which means about 70 trees to the acre. Well-tended orchards 

on good sites produce a ton of berried sprays and sprigs per acre. 

The trees grow to a height of about ten feet and are pruned severely 

each fall in a cone-shaped manner. 

American holly begins to flower after ten years, with only the 

female tree bearing fruit. Arboretum authorities recommend a planting 

of one male tree for every ten females. Very little fertilizer is 

needed. 

Holly supporters believe that the entire Midwest offers a 

great, virtually untapped market for commercial holly. As a mountain

slope industry, commercial holly growing could provide considerable 

slack-season employment in West Virginia. Interested growers are 

urged to contact the Holly Society of America, Bergner Mansion, 

Baltimore 16, Maryland, for complete information on this subject. 

-30-
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MORE LAMB CHOPS ON THE TABLE FORESEEN BY U. S~ RESEARCHERS 

West Virginia housewives will be interested to know that a 

cheaper and more plentiful supply of lamb chops and roasts may soon 

be available, as a result of experiments with sheep now being carried 

out at the U. S. Agricultural Research Center, at Beltsville, Maryland. 

Primary object of the Beltsville research on sheep is to raise 

the average number of lambs marketed per ewe bred each year. Flock 

management, nutrition, and disease control all affect lamb production, 

but Beltsville scientists expect the big breakthrough to come in 

selective crossbreeding, where the biological principle of heterosis, 

or hybrid vigor, can be used to significant advantage. 

Hybrid vigor is explained by scientists as a phenomenon that 

occurs when two distinct strains of animals are bred. The resultant 

offspring is superior to both parents in certain traits, notably 

fertility, prolificacy, and livability. With purebred sheep, the 

average lamb yield is approximately 90 percent of the ewes bred. 

With selective crossbreeding at Beltsville, this yield has been , 

raised to as high as 117 percent, using four-way crosses. The tbree-

way cross (such as using a Merino ram with Shropshire-Hampshire ewes) 

yields a lamb crop of 104 percent, and is considered the most feasible 

commercial practice yet evolved. 

Another method of producing more lambs, still under preliminary 

study, is an 8-months' breeding program. Sheep are normally bred 

only once a year, but sheepmen at the U. S. Agricultural Research 

Center believe that by selective crossbreeding they may evolve a 

strain that will produce three lamb crops in 24 months. This would 

mean an increase of 50 percent over the present lamb crop, and 

undoubtedly would result in a more plentiful supply of lamb in the 

marketplace. 

MORE •• MORE 
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Loss of lambs from disease can be reduced, according to the 

I Beltsville study, by earlier breeding. Lambs born in January, instead 
I . 

of in the Spring, generally were found to escape the attack of 

internal parasites, which become active in warm weather. Sheep 

researchers have also found that, since these parasites have a 10-14 

day cycle, if sheep are moved from one field to another every two 

weeks they remain relatively free from internal parasitism, which 

affects both growth and fertility. 

Closer nutrition control, especially during the months the sheep 

are off the pasture, also helps to maintain high fertility, according 

( to the Beltsville research. Pelleted hay is being tried as one means 

of assuring a more complete diet. In pelleted form the hay is com-

pletely consumed. When fed loose hay, sheep tend to nibble at it 

selectively and discard the coarser stems containing valuable 

nutriment. 

The ultimate aim of U. S. sheep researchers is a breeding program 

which will produce the most economic wool-meat crop for the least 

investment. This will eventually put more lamb chops on the table, 

and more cash in the farmers' jeans. 
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HOW TO GATHER UP DOLLAR' BILLS IN THE WOODS OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Money does grow on trees. For those who know where to look, the 

forests of West Virginia could yield an annual harvest of many 

thousands of dollars from unsuspected sources. The U. S. Department , 

of Agriculture has recently completed an important study of forestry 

by-products that can provide a profitable full or part time income for 

owners of small woodlots. 

The Agriculture study reminds us that the forest is a natural 

nursery for many plants and shrubs that are prized by home owners for 

their ornamental value. Rhododendron and mountain laurel, for examp1~ 

abound on the mountains of West Virginia. Owners of small forest 

tracts have found time, in the slack season, to make a business of 

marketing such shrubs. They can be dug up, balled in burlap sacks 

and sold to landscape nurseries or home owners. Or the rootstock 

can be cultivated in a family forest-side nursery for several years 

before marketing. 

Our forests also abound with tree seedlings which, if carefully 
• 

dug up, can be sold to nurseries. These include yellow-poplar, birch, 

cherry, ~ple, hickory, yew, cedar, hawthorn, and junipe~ A little 

work in thinning the surrounding growth or transplanting to a forest-

side ~ursery can result in the development of shapely trees that are 

much in demand in the cities, the Agriculture study reports. 

Fo:rest floors are frequently littered with material that can be 

turned into cash, according to researchers. Pine cones, where abun-

dant, can be gathered easily by children, to be sold for Christmas 

ornaments. Deadfalls can be cut up into firewood or processed into 

wood chips that are becoming popular for flavoring meat in outdoor 

barbecuing. Hickory and beechwood chips are the most flavorsome, and 

these can be produced out of cull or pruned wood by means of a 
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relatively inexpensive chipping machine. One wood chip business that 

began in Missouri as a one-man operation with a $1,500 investment 

now employes 6 to 8 men and distributes bagged chips to supermarkets 

all around the country. 

Wild berries provide a random harvest in many a small forest. 

~uckleberries, blackberries, raspberries and many others are plentiful 

in West Virginia. Jams and jellies made from wild, mountain-grown 
, 

berries are eagerly sought after by visitors to the State, and can 

provide many an extra dollar in the housewife's sugarbowlo 

The forest, we are also reminded, is a natural conditioner of 

( 
soils, and the litter on a forest floor can be turned into cash. SOIDe 

enterprising farmers rake up and bale pine needle "straw" for sale as 

a so11 conditioner, finding a ready market among cO~Jercial gardeners~ 

Pillows stuffed with ground, fragrant balsam needles are a specialty 

item sold to tourists. 

Wild gawe is a frequently overlooked forest by-product that can 

enrich the family larder. Small clearings in the forest where native 

grass can thrive do wonders to increase the local deer herd. Ponds 

with suitable feed planted nearby will bring in ducks and geese in 

c passage. Small stands of grain encourage the presence of upland 

game. 

West Virginians who wish to learn more about opportunities for 

gleaning unexpected harvests from the woods may write to my office 

requesting literature on the subject of managing the family forest. 
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NAVIGABLE RIVERS BRING THE WORLD'S MARKETS TO OUR BACK DOOR 

Although the first settlers in West Virginia came over the 

Allegheny Mountains, it is the western border of our State--the Ohio 

River--which has now become the tradesmen's entrance. The economic 

'\ 

future, as well as the past, of West Virginia is linked to this mighty 

river, which offers a natural passageway for the products of the 

Mountain State to reach the market places of the world. 

The Ohio River begins at Pittsburgh, where the Monongahela and 

Allegheny Rivers join. Some 981 miles to the southwest, the Ohio 

completes its journey at Cairo, Illinois, where it empties into the 

Mississippi. For 277 miles the Ohio River borders West Virginia. 

Once a wild, rampant, flood-prone river, the mighty Ohio has been 

tamed and controlled by a system of locks and dams which makes the 

river entirely navigable the year around, Cargoes from West Virginia 

can proceed downstream to the Gulf Coast and thence to all the ports 

of the world, or they can journey upstream as far as the Great Lakes, 

and thence up the St. Lawrence Seaway to the Atlantic. '" 

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for the navi-

gational facilities on the Ohio, which were first completed in 1929. 

These consisted of 50 locks and dams, with associated reservoirs and 

hydroelectric plants, which provided a continuous minimum channel of 

9 feet. Originally designed to accommodate 13 million tons of traffic 

annually, the Ohio now carries nearly 80 million tons a year~ 

The rapid increase in water-borne traffic prompted the Corps of 

Engineers to begin a modernization program in 1954 aimed at reducing 

the navigational facilities from 50 to 19. Fewer, larger structures 

will speed up the passage of vessels, especially barge tows, many of 

which now have to be "broken" in half before moving through a lock. A 

new lock is under construction at Beltsville, ~nd two other new 
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structures have been authorized, one near Wheeling and the other at 
I 

( Mason. 

The major part of West Virginia shipping on the Ohio consists of 

coal and coke barges. The most recent count available showed an annual 

total coal tonnage of more than 42 million tons. Petroleum products 

are second, with a yearly tonnage of approximately 16 million. Some 

to million tons of sand, stone and gravel are transported on the river 
, 

annually; about 4 million tons of iron and steel; and nearly 3~ million 

tons of chemicals. 

An additional 30 million tons of freight are carried yearly on 

the Monongahela River, made navigable for 128 miles from Fairmont to 

Pittsburgh by means of 11 locks and dams e FInally, the Kanawha River 

carries approximately 9 million tons of shipping annually with the aid 

of 3 locks and dams, which maintain a 9 foot channel for 91 miles, from 

Gauley Bridge to Point Pleasant. 

All predictions point to a doubling of traffic on the Ohio River 

within the next 15 years. West Virginia's share in that increase will 

have an important effect on the future of our State's economy_ With a 

great trade-stream at our back door, we have a unique opportunity to 

export our natural resources and manufactured goods up and down our 
( , 

rivers to the whole wide world. 
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It is something of a shock to discover that a whole generation 

of American youths are growing up totally ignorant of a favorite 

~ountry pastime: gathering wild nuts in the woods in winter. This 

family undertaking is one which not only can provide a tasty treat 

at the table but it is one which for centuries has also stored up 

happy memories that last a lifetime. 

West Virginians are fortunate in that we have abundant forests 

where a great variety of wild nuts can still be found. It is true 

that the native chestnut is gone, a victim of a blight for which no 

pr~ventative has been found. The chestnuts roasted in the fire today 

come from southern Europe. But hickory, black walnut, hazel and beech 

woods still provide us with an abundant natural harvest. 

Hickory nuts are especially plentiful in West Virginia, and they 

are highly valued as a food. Not only are they nutritious, but their 

flavor also lasts longer after cooking than that of other nuts. Hicko-

ry nuts are rarely sold commercially, and indeed there are a surpris-
,. 

ingly large number of persons in our day who do not know what a 

hickory nut is, let alone how it tastes. But the hickory nut helped 

sustain our colonial forebears through the first bleak winters of 

pioneer settlement, and surely it deserves a place of honor at our 

holiday feasts, as well as a niche in our memory. 

Unfortunately, the hickory nut is attacked by a weevil which 

eats out the kernal. This weevil is the offspring of a curculio, 

or "snout beetle, II which bores through the nutshell with a long, 

elephantine snout. The hickory nut curcu 1io 'ivas first described in 

detail by researchers at the West Virginia Experimental Station at 

Morgantown in 1910, but no adequate control measures have been 

developed. More research is needed to protect our hickory forests 
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and nuts from serious harm. 

The black walnut is a native tree of West Virginia that bears an 

edible nut. The kernal cannot be removed whole, as a rule, but must 

be taken out piecemeat; nevertheless the nut meats have a rich and 

varied use in cookery--especially in cakes, pies, and candy. The 

black walnut tree appears to be in good health in the wild state, 

although husk maggots occasionally reduce the nut crop. 

Hazelnuts are also found abundantly in the Mountain State. 

Although our hazels are not very large, more like shrubs than trees, 

the nut itself is highly delectable and keeps very well through the 

/ 
winter. Hazelnuts are usually eaten raw, sometimes in salads. 

\ 

The beech tree, which is plentiful in the forests of West Virginia, 

sheds its annual crop of edible nuts--smaller than the others mentioned, 

but very tasty and useful in flavoring many kinds of dishes. The 

maple seed, or nut, may also be eaten, although it is less in favor 

with the woodsman than with the pastrycook. 

Modern agriculture has enriched our tables with such a great 

variety of foods that we are no longer dependent on the natural 

resources that lie at hand. But gathering wild nuts in the woods 

is more than a search for food; it is a link to our past, to be 

c cherished and enjoyed and never forgotten. , 
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UPLAND FARMING ON UNPLOWED LAND IN WEST VIRGINIA 

In a State blessed with as many upland slopes as West Virginia, 

farmers have always had to deal with the problem of cultivating the 
) 

highlands without weakening and exposing them to erosion from water 

runoff. Recent experiments on growing corn without tillage indicate 

that uplands can be placed in crop production without disturbing the 

sad structure. In fact, on some slopes such growing methods yield a 

higher crop than traditional tilling of the soil. 

Experiments begun two years ago by the Agricultural Research 

Service of the U. S8 Depa~tment of Agriculture at Blacksburg, Virginia, 

studied the effects of various treatments of an upland sad used for 

corn production. These treatments ranged from no tillage, where the 

soil had been killed with chemicals, to conventional procedures where 

the seedbed was prepared by plowing and discing, and weed growth con-

trolled by cultivation. 

Planting in the undisturbed sad was accomplished by drilling the 
, 

seed into the sad following a surface application of atrazine, a 

chemical herbicide. Applied at the rate of four pounds of active 

ingredient per acre, atrazine suppresses grass and clover, but is non-

toxic to other forms of life. 

On the cultivated soil, seed was implanted in the ordinary manner. 

A 10-10-10 fertilizer was broadcast over all experimental plots at the 

rate of 1,000 pounds per acre. 

Soon after the crop came up it was reported that the corn in the 

plots with no tillage ~as growing faster and had a darker g~een color 

than the conventionally grown corn. Not only was there a greater plant 

height at silking, but there was also a significant increase in the 

stover present, amounting to an average of 1,873 pounds per acre. Plant 
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population did not vary from one plot to another; the stover increase 

was due entirely to better stalk growth. 

On July 4 the corn stalks (planted on May 17) averaged 18 i.nches 

taller on the untilled plots. By the middle of July these plants were 

20 inches taller, and they maintained this lead into maturity. This 

improved growth was related directly to soil moisture availability. 
\ 

Soil moisture was reported a full inch deeper in the untilled 

plots during June, when rainfall was frequent. During July and August 

rainfall was poor, but even then the dead sod acted as a beneficial 

mulch in preventing surface crusting and in reducing runoff and evapo-

ration. The undisturbed sod is also believed to provide a better 

support for the plant stalk, preventing wind flattening. 

The upland meadows of West Virginia which are too steep to plow 

and cultivate safely might well carry healthy stands of corn or other 

crops, where the seed can be planted directly into the chemically 

killed sod. Other mountainous lands, such as New Zealand, report 

success in growing berries in this manner. Plowless planting, of 

course, is not in itself a new idea, but farming on sod killed by 

herbicides is a development which may revolutionize upland farming 

( , 
practices and could bring many idle acres in West Virginia into 

fertile production. 
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NEW MEDICAL DISCOVERY LOOMS FROM RESEARCH ON COAL 

An investigation of coal dust which began, paradoxically, as an 

effort to learn about its role in miners' diseases, has now put 

scientists on the trail of an entirely new source of antibiotics--

the modern "miracle drugs," such as penicillin, which are performing 

wonders in protecting us from infectious diseases. 

The fact that certain kinds of coal dust exert an inhibiting 

action against bacteria and fungi was discovered by accident several 

years ago by a British investigator, a geologist who was exploring the 

connection between coal dust and pneumoconiosis--a disease of the 

lungs. The geologist noted that a certain dark-brown substance was 

more than usually abundant in dust from coal pits where miners showed 

a more than aver~ge resistance to disease. It was theorized that the 

dark-brown substance might have some deterrent effect on bacteria 

attempting to attack the lungs. 

The research trail was subsequently taken up by the United States 

Bureau of Mines at its Pittsburgh laboratory. Although the substance 

has not yet been identified chemically, it is being extracted from 

various types of coal and tested on guinea pigs for possible pharmaco-

logical development as an antibiotic. The lower ranks of bituminous 

coal appear to be relatively rich in this substance, while the higher 

ranks of anthracite are practically devoid of it. Scientists conclude 

that it must be involved intimately in the process of organic brea~-

dmvn. 

In attempting to understand the nature of this antibiotic sub-

stance, U. S. researchers are studying its probable role in the 

original formation of coal deposits. Absence of oxygen is generally 

considered the principal condition that permitted vast layers of 

vegetable matter to lie in the earth so, many millions of years 

without undergoing decomposition by microbes. However, Bureau 
M0"RF ~(\Pf' 
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of Mines researchers are now spec,ulating that the presence of a 

specific antibiotic, or microbe-killing substance, may have helped 

to preserve coal in its present state. 

Most of our useful antibiotics, such as penicillin, are manu-

factured by microbes--usually bacteria or fungi--as a means of self-

protection. Whether the antibiotic extract under study was Actually 

formed by microbes, or whether it originated in prehistoric plants no 

longer in existence, is one of the mysteries being probed. ~ third 

possibility is that the coal-forming process itself manufactured 

an antibiotic from material available in the dead vegetable matter, 

under the special conditions that obtained in the earth at that time. 

In any event, the interesting possibility exists that scientists 

may soon be able to learn from coal how to produce antibiotics syn-

thetically--once the new substance is identified in the laboratory. 

Further refinement of the extract may yield a new and powerful ally 

in the field of medical treatment and prevention of disease. 
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NEW GEOMETRIC DESIGNS DEVELOPED FOR COUNTRY BUILDINGS 

When anything new is discovered, it appears that the Greeks had 

a word for it. "Hyperbolic paraboloid" is a Greek-derived phrase that 

is as difficult to understand as it is to pronounce. But '~P", as it 

is familiarly known, may soon be responsible for a radically new type 

of farm building structure that will provide more shelter with less 

material than was ever before possible. 

Developed by engineers at the U. S. Agricultural Research Center 

at Beltsville, Maryland, the HP building concept is based on the theory 

that thin, flexible material, such as plywood, can achieve a rigidity 

and strength equal to material many times its weight, when the plywood 

is given an opposed twist, according to geometric principles. 

Engineers at Beltsville are experimenting with lightweight roof 

panels of twisted plywood ~hich not only carry a considerable downward 

thrust, but which do away with the need for supporting walls e . In some 

designs, the panels are supported on pillars. Other designs, such as 

the "Pentagon," require no support whatever, other than a foundation 

tie for each of the five roof panels. 

The "Pentagon" is a tentative name for the first of these HP 

structures to be completed and tested--so named because it sits on a 

five-sided foundation and consists entirely of five diamond-shaped 

panels bolted together, with the lower point of each diamond fastened 

to a bolt on the foundation and the uppermost point joining the other 

panels at the apex. The result is a modernistic structure such as one 

might expect to find in some outer space community. But the'''Pentagon" 

~ is an extremely practical shelter for livestock, such as turkeys, hogs, 

or sheep, providing a maximum of shade and rain protection at a minimum 

co.st. It can be entered from five sides, and it is equally 
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well braced against the wind from all directions. The five panels that 

(- compose the entire structure can be prefabricated and erected on the 

site quickly. A panel 18 feet high weighs only 220 pounds. Snow and 

rain slide off the building without need of mechanical aids. 

( 

C.' 

A model using 3/8 inch plywood coated with symthetic rubber has 

been tested successfully at Beltsville in all kinds of weather. Since 

no walls are required, and no heavy roof supports, the total saving 

in board feet of lumber over conventional design is estimated to run 

between thirty and fifty percent. Widespread adoption of this HP 

design for farm structures and perhaps for recreational buildings 

could provide a new market for West Virginia's forest products. It 

might be feasible to manufacture the complete panel in West Virginia 

lumber mills and truck it directly to the building site. 

Another type of experimental roof being worked on at Beltsville 

has to do with solar radiation as a means of heating country dwellings. 

Special metal sheeting is being used to absorb the sun's heat and 

transmit it to the interior of the dwelling. Thus far, solar heat has 

provided only a portion of the total heat needed, but much is being 

learned about the effect of design, color, orientation of the building, 

etc., and it is possible that the country house of the future will 

exchange the familiar A-shaped roofs for a geometric design that will 

provide shelter and warmth by cooperating with the natural elements. 
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HOW MASS PRODUCTION IN POULTRY IS AFFECTING WEST VIRGINIA 

Poultry raising in the United States has long been identified 

with the Appalachian slopes, where steep land does not favor row-

cropping. The Eastern Panhandle counties of West Virginia have 

utilized this hilly farmland, and the readily available labor, to 

become one of the leading poultry producing regions in the country. 

However, automation is now altering the poultry industry by reducing 

the labor component as well as the need for inexpensive lando 

Automation has brought about mass production of poultry products, 

but it has also lowered the margin of profit and increased the capital 

risk. Financial responsibility has shifted, in many areas, from the 

farmer to the "int~grator"--the organization that supplies the birds, 

the feed, and the market outlet, and merely pays the farmer for 

tending the henhouse. 

This kind of "integration" is believed responsible for the 

shifting of poultry centers from the northern and middle .Appalachian 
r 

ranges to the south, where Georgia and Alabama are now the leaders. 

Broiler and egg production in West Virginia, although valued at $22 

million in 1962, has declined in recent years. Agricultural economists 

are seeking to understand the factors which make for success or failure 

in the poultry business. 

For successful competition in today's poultry market, the 

availability of capital for automatic equipment, stock, and feed appear~ 

to be a lnore important factor than a labor supply, market vicinity, 

climate, or any other factor. 

For example, where the volume of birds processed annually 

exceeds 2,000, automatic picking machines are advised. Where broilers 

are raised on a large scale, automatic feeding and watering devicl;3s 
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c make it possible for one man to raise as many as 40,000 birds with 

extra help for brief periods only. Freezing facilities are a must 

for large turkey processors, as 85 per cent of the American turkey 

crop is shipped frozen, and millions of frozen turkeys go into the 

school lunch program annually. 

Small poultrymen depending on hand labor will have difficulty 

competing with the growing massive organization of the indus'try. 

However, Mountain State farmers who wish to retain their traditional 

independence can do so by going in for specialty items, such as smoked 

turkeys and other fowle The hickory forests of West Virginia afford 
r-
" pOllltry:cen an opportunity to develop a flavorsome product that could 

be sold nationally by meil order, as well as purveyed from roadside 

stands, resorts, and oth2r local outlets. 

Another form of turkey now being marketed is the frozen turkey 

"steak," which is an attractive "convenience food." Turkey steaks, 

being mostly protein, appeal to the weight-conscious buyer who likes 

meat but has to stay away from fat. 

West Vi~ginia's poultry industry is important to our national 

defense. In the event of a nuclear war, it would be important to 
(" 

have a valuable food source located in out-of-the-way (non-target) 

areas and capable of development completely under cover with a minimum 

of feed requirements. Raised on mash, American broilers can put on 

a pound of weight for every two pounds of feed consumed. This is the 

highest grain per pound-cost of feed that has ever been achieved in 

any form of livestock anywhere in the world. 
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GOLD WAITING TO BE GATHERED IN THE H1LLS OF WEST VIRGINIA 

No metallic gold has ever been found in West Virginia, but liquid 

gold is waiting on the mountain slopes to be taken by those who know 

how to cooperate with Nature. This liquid gold is in the form of 

flower nectar, the source of honey, one of mankind's earliest and 

healthiest foods. 

West Virginia honey commands a high price in the marketplace 

today, but the supply of honey from the Mountain State has dwindled 

from well over 2-million pounds a year in the 1930s to about 1,700,000 

pounds in recent years. A reduction of nectar-yielding crops 1's 

usually blamed for this decline, but the fact remains that the vast 

forests of West Virginia offer a virtually untapped source of honey-

flow for beekeepers. 

Although beekeeping is usually associated with regions of crop 

cultivation, forests have always been the favorite haunt of bees, and 

flowering trees are a tremendous source of nectar. In Australia, for 

example, beekeepers obtain an average of 200 pounds of honey per 
, 

colony of bees per year, according to current market reports. Yet 

the forests of Australia, chiefly Eucalyptus, do not offer nearly the 

honeyflow potential of West Virginia's woods, where more than 50 

flower nectar trees have been identified. 

The floras of West Virginia are ideally suited to apiculture, 

according to bee specialists of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The absence of non bee-pollinated crops--particularly corn, wheat and 

other grains--and the prevalence of buckwheat, fruits and forest trees 

and shrubs that depend on bees, make the Mountain State a potential 

golden horn of honey. Our State Flower, for example, the rhododendro~ 

is one of the best honey sources available. 

MORE • • • MORE 



BYRD'S EYE VIEW ~- ADD 1 
'.':" 

The seasonal honeyflow in West Virginia, according to reports 

( 
gathered by the U. S. Departmept of Agriculture, begins with the 

flowering of fruits, from approximately April 1 to mid May. Clover 

is in bloom in June and July, and sumac and basswood bloom in July. 

In September and October beekeepers depend primarily on goldenrod 

and asters. 

The month of August can be seen to be a poor month for nectar 

gathering, according to the present practice of beekeeping in West 

Virginia. Such seasonal lulls are at least partly responsible for 

lowering the production of honey in our State. However, bee special-

( ists suggest that locating hives near appropriate forests, or moving 

them to the woods when other nectar sources are dry, would result in 

a great increase in honey yield o 

The forest floors in our mountains are literally carpeted with 

hundreds of wildflowers which offer the finest nectar in the wo~ld 

for honeybees, and there is a steady progression of blooms from early 

Spring to late Autumn. This liquid gold, now neglected or gathered 

only by wild bees, is waiting to fall into the hands of enterp::ising 

beekeepers. 

(' Although clover is generally thought of as the main source of , 

commercial honey, California, the leading honey state, depend~ Qainly 

on the desert sage for its lS-million pounds of honey annually. What 

the sage has done for California, the rhododendron, the mountain 

laurel, the sourwood, the maple and other forest trees might \·.~ll do 

for West Virginia. 
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THE "LOST" MOTHER LODE OF APPALACHIAN DIA~ONDS 

Until 20 years ago, the only diamonds associated with West 

.:!.rginia were the "black diamonds" better known as coa 1. But in 1943 

with the identification of the famous 35 carat "Punch Jones Diamond"·· 

picked up by chance in Peterstown, Monroe County--the Mountain State 

joined a half dozen sister states in the "diamond belt" of the 

southern Appalachians. The appearance of this gem, the largest 

diamond ever found in the eastern United States, has led geologists 

to speculate where the mother lode of Appalachian diamonds might be. 

Of the four diamond fields in the United States--the Far West, 

the ~~orth-Central, the Arkansas, and the Appalachi.an-·~only the latter 

has an unidentified source.. Diamonds originate as a result of 

volcanic action, and are usually found in what is called the perido-

tite rock, a hardened mass of volcanic matter pressed into carrot-

shaped vents, or chimneys, of extinct volcanoes. However, some 

diamonds are carried off a considerable distance by glacial movement 

or by other transporting agents. 
, , 

Since the Appalachian diamond field is too far south to have bee 

affected by glacial movement, geologists have theorized that the wide 

spread discoveries--scattered from northern Virginia to Alabarna--may 

have been moved about by human agency, by birds, or by stream action. 

Toe first two possibilities are largely discounted because of 

the surface abrasions, or !'percussion marks" on d:taw.o:uds like the 

"Punch Jones." These marki:l.gs not oilly detract from the brilliance 

of the stone, making it unlike~y to attr~ct bird or savage, but they 

strongly suggest stream action and lead geologists to categorize them 

as alluvial, or water-borne, traces. 

The most plausible theory appzars to be t~at the Appalachian 

cia:"~'.)~d field originated in what is now the Piedmont region mi llions 
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of years ago, before the Appa lachian upbeava 1. When the IJountains 

rose up, they cut off all westward flowing streams from the Piedmont 

except the New River, which flows past Petel.stO"Wl1 o If the New ",iver. 

wclS one of the original transporting agents of Appalachian diamonds, 

it may be possible to discover other diamonds alo~g its banks or on 

an ancient flood plain, such as the Peterstown discovery site.' 

Alluvial diamonds, being widely scattered, cannot be mined. 

They are usually found either by accident, as at Peterstown--where 

a lucky horseshoe toss turned up a rich gem--or are discovered 1.'[1 

the tailings of gold mining operations. No gold is mined in Hest 

Virginia, but there is noth~l..ng to prev2nt individua ls from parmiag 

or screening river gravel for diamonds.. Although some diamonds are 

deceptively opaque or even greenish in appearance, they can be 

readily identified by rubbing th~m against an emery stone. Any stone 

~'h:i"ch emery cannot scratch is either a diamond, a ruby or a sapphL'_-?" 

Dia:nonds are worth as much as $2,000 per carat, according to the 

color c::c'1d cleavage tendencies ~ If a lucky horseshoe can turn up a 

35 CF.X'at gem, who can say what systematic d:tamond hunting might 

( ~1scover in,West Virginia! 
',> 
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HOW AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH WILL HAVE US EATING HIGHER ON THE HOG 

Which little pig went to market, and which little pig stayed 

home, used to be primarily a question of which had the bigger waist-

line. But big waistlines are going out of fashion in the hog world, 

as well as elsewhere. The "New Look" for porkers, according to the 

Agricultural Research Center of the U. S. Department of Agriculture 

at Beltsville, Maryland, idealizes a longer, leaner pig. This change 

( in contours is expected to have us all eating much higher on the hog 

than ever before. 

The new trend is toward a meat-type hog rather than the old-

fashioned lardy animal. Agricultural researchers are seeking to 

respond to the pub.lic dietary interest in more meat and less fat by 

developing new strains of hogs that actually have more ribs and longer 

loins, thus providing more pork chops per pig." This development may 

result in greater profits to the West Virginia pig farmer and a 

greater supply of desirable pork in our marketplaces. 

( Traditionally, farmers who sent pigs to market sought only to 

get as much fat on the animal as possible. But in the present market, 

lean, meaty hogs command a better price, and current research is 

devoted to helping farmers produce such animals on less feed. 

The scientific campaign to slenderize the American hog began 

about 20 years ago with the importation of the Danish Landrace hog, 

which had been developed for the British market, where lean cuts are 

in demand. The Danish hog was crossed with several domestic breeds 

at Beltsville and else'\.'Jhere, resulting in a slim, trim offspring 

with more of his total weight in the choice cuts (ham, bacon, loin 

and shoulder). 

The new strains developed by this selective breeding not only 

were longer and slimmer, but also the more streamlined sows were found 
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to produce larger litters and bigger pigs, which in turn· grew faster 

and required less feed to reach market weight than the average farm 

pig. Pig litters across the nation average about 7~ piglets per sow. 

At Beltsville, the average litter is now considerably larger, with 

litters of 10 and 11 being common. 

Proper diet has been found to further increase litter survival, 
) 

especially with regard to the occasional cannibalistic tendency of 

some sows, which is now believed to be due to diet deficiencies, and 

therefore remediable. 

Hog raising is usually associated with the cornbelt, but Ag-

ricultural researchers believe that pork can be produced profitably 

in West Virginia if the emphasis is placed on raising leaner pigs 

which can be shipped more cheaply to the Midwest for finishing. It 

has been learned that grain-feeding can be reduced considerably in 

the early stages of pig raising without detriment. Experiments have 

shown that young pigs can be raised on forage, wholly or partly, 

when sufficient land is available. The oak forests of West Virginia 

offer very good forage opportunities for this type of undertaking. 

While pork has not shown the remarkable increase in consumption 

that beef has, it has enjoyed a better demand than lamb, and a 

steadier market on the whole, than any other form of meat. This 

indicates that pig farmers can count on a steady income, while 

housewives can now expect to find pork cuts that are higher on the 

hog, and more palatable. 
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SKILL AND SAND MAKE WEST VIRGINIA "GLASSMAKER TO THE WORLD" 

No trade in the world is more ancient, skilled, or honored than 

that of the glassblower. In an age of mechanization, fine glass must 

still be blown by the human breath, which alone can give the molten 

glass its delicate shape and uniform contour. West Virginia glassware 

has a world-wide reputation which rests on the skill of our craftsmen 

and the purity of the fine silica deposits in our State. 

Glassmaking is West Virginia's third leading manufactured product, 

with more than 50 manufacturing plants in operation. Although most of 

the silica deposits are in the north, principally in Morgan and 

Monongalia Counties, the largest window glass factory in the United 

States is located in the Charleston area. West Virginia currently 

ranks second in the nation as a glass producer, accounting for one-

eighth of the national output, with a valuation of over $200 million . , 

annually, according to U. S. Department of Commerce estimates. 

Glass is made from glass sand, which is approximately 98 percent 

silicate. Tableware and decorative glass are made from "flint glass" 

grade, which is described by the U. S. Bureau of Mines as being 

composed of 98.5 percent pure silicate, with only traces of iron or 

aluminum. 

Most of West Virginia's glass sand was laid down some 300 million 

years ago in the Devonian Period when oceanic seas advanced over the 

region, according to Bureau of Mines geologists. Glass sand was 

deposited in much the same manner, it is believed, as beach sands are 

deposited on our coastlines today. The absence of metallic impurities 

made the deposits in West Virginia desirable for glass production, 

which began in the Wellsburg area early in the 19th century. (The 

earliest glass production in America goes back to the ill-fated 

Jamestown settlement in l609, when glass beads were manufactured for 

trade with the Indians.) MORE 
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Historically, the ability to produce fine clear glass--crystal. 

as it is sometimes called--has always gone hand in hand with the rise 

of great trading nations: Phoenicia, Veni~eJ England, to name a few. 

West Virginia's rise to prominence as a glassmaker came in the mid-

nineteenth century, when our State played a leading role in the 

manufacturing of pressed glass and in the development of complicated 

decorative designs for blown glass. Our success was aided by the 

innnigration of skilled European glassmakers, in particular from 

Scandinavia. Perhaps no other trade requires such a high degree of 

individual skill in controlling temperature and pressure. 

Since batches of molten glass must be kept at a constant tempera-

ture, firing the glass furnaces is an important part of the operation. 

Wood and coal have been used in the past, but current practices call 

for a gas flame, which can be directed with pinpoint accuracy. The 

expanding market for pipeline gas is an important reason for speeding 

up research on the gasification of coal, so that we can supply fuel 
I 

from our own natural resources for this native West Virginia industry. 

which has earned for us the title of "Glassmaker to the World." 
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THE UNDERGROUND STOREHOUSE OF' MINERALS IN WEST VIRGINIA 

Coal is not the only fossil are that enriches the earth of West 

Virginia. Millions of years before the vast, swampy forests were 

beginning the process of changing into carboniferous matter, another 

of Nature's treasures was being accumulated within the region that 

is now the Mountain State. During what geologists call the Mississip-

pian Period--a period when clear seas covered this land--huge deposits 

of nearly pure calcium carbonate were forming the thick, compact 

limestone of the Greenbrier Series known to us as the "Big Lime." This 

limestone deposit, largely derived from the skeletons of millions of 

tiny, prehistoric marine organisms, is the basis of many of our 

important industries today. 

The Big Lime is present in all but six counties of our State, 

reaching its maximum thickness of 1800 feet in Mercer County, according 

to the West Virginia Geological Survey. This sedimentary rock produces 

limestone for Portland Cement, agricultural lime, building blocks, 

railroad and highway ballast, chemical fluxing, and many other manu-

facturing processes. The total output of limestone in West Virginia 

in 1962, as reported by the U. S. Department of Commerce, was over 

6\ million tons, valued at more than $11\ million. 

West Virginia limestone for building blocks is often sufficiently 

compact to take a good polish, and has attractive coloration. Red 

limestone found in Pocahontas County has become known as a "marble" 

because of its great beauty as structural material. Genuine marble, 

mineralogists tell us, is formed by limestone which has undergone a 

complicated geological change known as metamorphosis, which alters its 

crystalline structure and hardens the rock. Such marble occurs as 

outcroppings in Hampshire, Mercer, and Pocahontas Counties. It has 

MORE. .MORE 
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been used extensively for statuary and building ornamentation, interior 

liIllAo,Ji' 
decoration, etc. The old-fashioned soda fountain, for example, usually 

f 

boasted a marble counter top. 

The limestone used in industry is called "fluxing stone;" a flux 

is a substance used to help reduce the fusing temperatures of many 

industrial minerals, from glass sand to steel. In steelmaking, fluxing 

stone also serves to collect impurities in the ore at the upper end 

of the ingot, where they can be removed easily. Some fluxing stone 

is called dolomitic, which means that it is rich in magnesium. 

Agricultural limestone, which brings the highest price per ton, 

is very important to the economy of our State. Burning lime on the 

farm is a traditional activity no longer commonly practiced in West 

Virginia, as it was in the past, when commercially ground lime was 

not as readily available as it is today. Burning the limestone and 

adding water produced calcium hydroxide, which was very effective in 

neutralizing acid soil. Early lime ki lns on the farm made possible 

the growth of profitable crops where previously only poor grasses grew. . , 

Lime was also burned in the field to produce mortar for brick work. 

The standard formula, according to the West Virginia Geological Survey~ 

was to burn three bushels of limestone together with one bushel of coa~. 

Limestone, along with coal, has provided the foundation for great 

industries in our State, and the present abundance of this mineral is 

an open invitation to new manufacturing industries to share our future. 

The earth of West Virginia is a vast storehouse of minerals the 

potential wealth of which is only beginning to be realized. 

-30-



,~ 
~r F~om the Office of UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

Room 342~ Old Senate Office Building~ Washington 25, D. C. 
\ 

Volume IV -- Number 3 

BYRD • S EYE VIEW 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

January 17, 1964 

SPELUNKING FOR GEM STONES IN WEST VIRGINIA 

Gem stones are comparatively rare in West Virginia. Geologists 

tell us that this is so because our surface land is composed mainly 

of sedimentary rock, which makes fertile soil for agriculture but , 

poor digging for minerals of gem quality. These are usually found 

in volcanic rock. But there is one type of gem which is native to 

the Mountain State, and which may be more abundant than has yet been 

realized: cave onyx. 

Cave onyx is a calcium carbonate form of the more familiar 

quartz-type onyx, very similar in appearance and feel, although of 

completely different origin. Technically described as a "banded and 

layered calcite deposit," cave onyx occurs only in caves and under-

ground streams. It "grows" very slowly, by a process of crystalization, 

with the maximum growth under favorable conditions being approximately 

a cubic inch a year, according to experts of .the U. S. Geological 

Survey, who rate West Virginia cave onyx very high in the scale of 

commercial gem stones. 

The stone forms in sheets, or folds, occasionally in pillars, and 

is removed with a steel chisel, or "moil." It is cut to desirable shape 

by means of a marble-cutting saw, fed with quartz grains. Cave onyx 

is about as hard as marble, but has a much softer feel, and a translu-

cent glow, emanating from the various bands of colors that are due to 

traces of metals in the water. 

Cave onyx from West Virginia is much in demand as a household or 

office ornament. This decorative gem is popularly used in pen-and-

pencil desk sets, paper weights, table tops, book ends, lamp bases, 

etc. Fine stones are worth as much as a dollar per pound. 

Although known underground caverns are not numerous in West Vir-

ginia, experts in the U. S •. Geological Survey surmise that undiscovered 
MORE. .MORE 
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caverns may exist anywhere in the Appalachians. Such caverns are 

formed by the action of underground streams which "eat" their way 

through the earth by dissolving soluble minerals, which they later 

precipitate. The abundance of underground water along the mountain 

slopes of West Virginia suggests the likelihood that undiscovered 

caverns do exist in our State. No serious effort has been made in the 

past to locate them, as they were presumed to be of little value • 
. 

However, the sport of spelunking has renewed interest in caverns, 

and new cave discoveries in the Mountain State might prove beneficial, 

both commercially and geologically. The places to look for hidden 

caverns. according to the U. S. Geological Survey, are limestone 

outcroppings where small "sinks" or depressions exist. The presence 

of a clearwater pond with no surface outlet may indicate subterranean 

drainage. Hidden streams may dig mile-long corridors underground 

without forming a surface opening larger than the size of a man's 

head. 

Searching for hidden caverns could be an exciting pastime for the 

outdoor lover and amateur geologist which might lead to discoveries 

of hidden wealth in West Virginia. 
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THE POTTER'S WHEEL STILL TURNS IN WEST VIRGINIA 

Although in dollar value it ranks low among West Virginia 

industries, clay pottery is a product identified with the Mountain 

State throughout the breadth of the land. One reason for this 

prominence is that West Virginia was a leader in the early develop-

ment of American pottery_ 

The first pottery shed west of the Alleghenys was established 

at Morgantown in 1785. Northern West Virginia became a gathering 

ground for skilled immigrant potters from Europe, and when desirable 

clay outcroppings were found in Hancock County, the foundations were 

laid for what was to become the largest producing center of dinnerware, 

colored pottery, and china in the United States. 

Geologists of the U. S. Department of the Interior trace the 

history of West Virginia's Hottery clays back over 200 million years, 
4 , 

to an age when the land was a vast Paleozoic swamp. The movement of 

a broad stream, something like the Mississippi, carried silt into 

shallow lagoons. The filling of these lagoons with clayey mud 

provided the seedbed for the great forests that later were to form 

our coal deposits.. Thus, West Virginia clays usually underlie 

coalbeds, although they are only worked as surface outcroppings. The 

surface clay is believed to have been raised up during the folding 

of the Appalachian Mountains. 

The most desirable form of pottery clay is called kaolin, an 

alumina silicate, plentiful in our State. Early West Virginia pottery, 

"pioneer ware," is a soft, crude ware, either reddened or yellowed by 

iron impurities. Later, as better clays were found and better methods 

perfected for purifying the clay slurry by sedimentation, an impressive 

''white ware" or "china" was produced, and still later porcelain. 
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Clay pottery did not originate in China, as the name "chinaware" 

,-. suggests, but developed among all early races of men. However, pure 

white pottery was first made from certain hilltop clays in China, and 

our best pottery clay still goes by the Chinese name of kaolin 

(kao- ling, or hilltop). Stoneware--heavy crocks or vats--is made 

of a denser clay, fired at a much lower temperature than fine pottery. 

The art of the potter has always depended on the skill in the 
• 

potter's hands, on his ability to feel when the clay is at the proper 

consistency for working and to know how to shape it quickly on the 

wheel into desired forms. However, modern technology has introduced 

mechanical means of 'Islip casting" pottery on a mass production basis, 

so that the potter, like so many craftsmen who have continued a long 

father-to-son tradition of proud workmanship, is becoming more of a 

technician than an artist. At the same time, the American pottery 

industry is being afflicted by massive imports from abroad, where 

lower standards of living prevail. 

This competition is bei~g met by greater me~hanization of our 

potting sheds. Nevertheless, artistic clay ware still demands a high 

degree of skilled hand work, both in shaping and in decoration, and 

the very best products of West Virginia potting sheds still find 

ready markets in specialty shops and among tourists who visit our 

State. Handmade pottery has made the Mountain State a mecca for 

lovers of fine pottery, and we can be proud of the fact that the 

craft of earthenware, perhaps the most ancient of art forms, has a 

permanent home on our soil. 
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The springs of West Virginia vary greatly in their chemical 

<, content and activity. Many are highly sulfurated as their names 

suggest. Some springs are highly carbonated, and are used in produc~ 

ing naturally bubbly soda water and ginger ale, which has been bottled 

and sold allover the world. Other spring resorts specialize in 

hydro-therapy for weakened muscles and nerves. 

The Federal Government recognized the value of mineral springs 
• 

as a health adjunct over 130 years ago, when it established a 

Federally operated hot springs spa in the southern Appalachians. 

This spa is under the National Park Service today and, curiously 

enough, still maintains the practice of offering free baths to in-

digents "suffering from diseases that may reasonably be expected to 

be benefited by the baths." 

Only about a dozen of the springs in West Virginia are classified 

as "thermal"--that is, as having temperatures above that uf the 

mean local temperature--but some of these range up to 82 degrees. 

The origin of our springs is ,said by the U. S. Ge~logical Survey to 

be meteoric, which means that surface water from the highlands passes 

through deep underground channels, travels over rocks heated by 

pressure from the overlying strata, and later emerges at a lower 

level. The ability of warm water to dissolve various minera Is accounts 

for the high mineral content of the springs. 

As an attraction for tourists, properly developed mineral spring 

resorts could become an important source of revenue to West Virginia. 

The more intensively industrialized our nation becomes, the greater 

is the demand for sylvan retreats where body and soul can be nourished 

by the wellsprings of life, such as abound in West Virginia. 
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A WEALTH OF HEALTH IN WEST VIRGINIA MINERAL SPRINGS 

One of West Virginia's natural resources that has been little 

exploited is the wealth of mineral springs in the Mountain State. , 

Although more than 200 SUCll springs are found within our borders, 

only a handful have been developed commercially, and only one or 

two of these are well publicized resorts. Yet mineral springs have 

a world-wide and age-old popularity as a source of relief from many 

chronic ailments, and as a rejuvenating tonic for the wear and tear 

of daily life. 

Known from the earliest Colonial days, West Virginia's mineral 

springs first attracted the attention of elk and buffalo, then Indians, 

and later white settlers. Some legends locate the famous Fountain 

of Youth sought by the Spanish explorer Ponce de ~eon in the Mountain 

State. Many illustrious Americans, from the time of George Washington 

to the present, have known and made enjoyable use of West Virginia's 

"bubbling waters," to which have been ascribed remarkable "cures" 

for arthritis, rheumatism, tuberculosis, alcoholism, etc. 

While medical opinion lacks irrefutable evidence in regard to 

the therapeutic effectiveness of mineral water, there is solid support 

for the general beneficial effects derived from visits to well 

organized resorts. The popularity of these resorts has been restrained 

in the past, by the difficulties of transportation for persons in a 

weakened condition. Today, with transportation no longer a problem, 

the opportunity exists for mineral spring resorts to develop and 

flourish allover the Mountain State. Most of our springs are located 

in Appalachian settings of great natural beauty, where the pure 

mountain air and the unspoiled woods and streams add to the restorative 

powers of the waters. 

MORE •• MORE 
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The possibility of a new market for coal in the field of waste 

disposal has now developed as a result of experimentation being done 

by the Office of Coal Research, under the U. S. Department of the 

Interior. Waste disposal has become an increasing problem for popula-

tion and industrial centers. Coal is the latest substance under con-

sideration as an efficient means of accomplishing the task of reducing 

waste material so that it can be dispersed in a manner that is both 

convenient and healthfUL to our communities. 

The Office of Coal Research has awarded a research contract to 

a ~rivate corporation which will attempt to develop one or more 

integrated waste-settling processes in which certain characteristics 

of fine-size coal will be utilized. The properties of coal as an 

absorbent, settling agent, flocculent, and filter aid will be explored 

for the purpose of speeding 'and facilitating the'removal of sewage 

and industrial wastes from water. 

While coal does not exhibit superior qualities in all these 

functions, it is believed that its overall usefulness, plus its 

availability and relatively low cost, may prove it to be the best 

answer to the municipal problem of waste disposal. Coal has the 

added value of having a caloric content which should enable it to 

be used to incinerate the solids removed from water, and at the same 

time to generate steam which can be used for other phases of the 

treatment process, or for unrelated purposes such as the generation 

of electricity. 

The agents now commonly used in the process of waste disposal 

are various chemicals which leach out the liquid, leaving the solid 

(mainly nitrogenous) matter to be stockpiled as fertilizer, or 

burned, or dumped in the sea. The large spaces required for drying 
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the nitrogenous matter, plus the present surplus of such fertilizer, 

make this method increasingly expensive. Moreover, the windblown 

debris from such drying areas contributes seriously to the air 

pollution in many communities. 

Fine-size coal not only possesses the ability to conglomerate 

particles of waste matter, but also is capable to making incineration 

possible without extensive drying. The Office of Coal Research hopes 

to develop techniques and equipment' for utilizing coal which can be 

adopted by major communities, especially those which lie within easy 

transportation of the principal coal fields. 

Previous experiments have shown the value of ttAnthrasilt," a 

form of anthracite coal dust, in sewage filtering. But the present 

experimentation will study lignite and bituminous coal from the point 

of view of practical adaptation of such coal to the processing of 

waste matters. Coal has some of the most complex chemical and 

physical properties of any natural resource material, and through 

aggressive research we can make the break-through to sizable new 
I , 

markets that can be created for coal outside of conventional energy 

uses. 

For West Virginians, whose economy has been so closely tied in 

with coal production, this is welcome and hopeful news. 
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FOREST LABORATORY PUTTING A SOLID FLOOR UNDER HARDWOOD MARKET 

The strong dependency of West Virginia's hardwoods on the 

residential flooring market has been revealed in a survey of hardwood 

sales in the Mountain State over the past decade. The survey. con-

ducted by the newly established U. S. Forest Products Marketing Labo-

ratory in Mercer County, indicates that our hardwood output is closely 

associated with the housing tastes of new home owners, and underlines 

the importance of guiding that preference back to the polished 

parquets of the past. 

In recent years, according to the sur~ey, some 40 per cent of 

all lumber production in West Virginia went into flooring. This 

industry gave employment to some 25,000 persons annually, not inc1ud-

ing timbermen. In the national picture, however, oak flooring ship-

ments declined from 1.2 billion board feet in 1955 to .8 billion 

board feet in 1962, a market loss of about 35 per cent. 

During this same period, in new residential construction alone, 

Appalachian oak's share of the potential residential flooring market 

dropped from 68 per cent to 38 per cent. The increasing use of 

concrete slab subfloors in single and multi-family dwellings is 

considered the most important factor restricting the marketing of 

Appalachian hardwoods today. 

It is believed that the current trend toward "hidden" floors 

could be reversed, in favor of attractive hardwood surfaces, once 

the facts were made public regarding the maintenance cost of carpeted 

surfaces. 

Other important factors are: the foot fatigue associated with 

cement floors, the inferiority of insulation from cold and damp, and 

the increased structural cost of slab construction in multi-story 
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buildings. Through interviews with home and apartment owners, and 

with actual occupants, the Princeton laboratory will endeavor to 

discover the comparative costs and advantages of slab versus wood 

floors. 

Preliminary research has suggested that fear of termite damage 

is one of the major factors that started the swing toward concrete 

slab floors. In regions (of great heat and moisture) where such 

danger is serious, research is betng carried out to devise economical 

means of using hardwood flooring over the slab. Certain technical 

problems remain to be solved before the new home owner can be persuaded 

tlJat such an arrangement may, in the long run, provide the greatest 

measure of strength, economy, safety, health and beauty. Before the 

enchantment with wall-to-wall carpeting will begin to fade, an 

eff~ctive argument must be made in favor of surfaces more easily 

maintained and more readily varied in harmony with other aspects of 

interior decor. 

One important aspect of hardwood flooring under investigation 

is the prefabricating of large sections of flooribg in order to 

reduce installation costs. Also important is the development of 

effective means of easily installing hardwood squares which can be 

glued down like tiles, with interesting pattern variations. 

In any event, it is clear that if West Virginia's oak forests 

are to enjoy a widening instead of a shrinking market, vigorous 

efforts must be made to recapture the traditional American preference 

for the warmth and beauty of natural hardwood floors. 
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PRINCETON LABORATORY ATTACKING PROBLEM OF DEHUMIDIFYING LUMBER 

One of the problems of West Virginia's hardwood industry which 

is being attacked vigorously by the new Forest Products Marketing 

Laboratory at Princeton is the loss incurred during the drying process 

This loss, which involves downgrading and actual wastage of lumber, 

has been estimated to amount to $50 million annually for the Appa-

lachian region. Even a small reduction of this loss would improve 

the competitive position of Appalachian hardwood, one of West 

Virginia's major natural resources. 

The problem arises from the fact that certain hardwoods, 

especially red oak and yellow poplar, undergo serious checking or 

splitting while being open air-dried, whenever abrupt changes in 

temperature and humidity occur. Warping may also take place, and, 

under moist conditions, staining from fungus growths is prevalent. 

Insects sometimes attack open lumber stacks in serious numbers. 

The variability of environmental conditions in open air drying 

has prompted the search for a method of controlled drying which 

can reduce these hazards, while, at the same time, avoid the expense 

of putting green lumber directly into hot air drying kilns. Green 

lumber, being saturated with moisture, is usually air-dried until 

most of the free water in the wood cells has evaporated, before 

being shipped or placed in kilns. However, winter-logged lumber 

dries very slowly outdoors, and may have to stand six months "on 

the sticks" before reaching the condition of sunmer-cut lumber 

stacked for a single month. 

Not only is the lumber subject to disease and weather checking 

during this long period of exposure, but, also, it represents a 

lengthy tie-up of capital investment, which ultimately adds to the 

cost of the finished product-- floor1.ng, furniture, etc.. The sear.<;h 
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is now o~ to perfect some kind of "pre-dryer" which would speed up 

the process of readying green lumber for the kiln without adding 

seriously to its cost. 

Under study by forestry scientists is a low cost, low temperature 

drying structure that uses solar heat and forced air circulation. 

The cost of drying hardwood to 20 per cent moisture content by this 

means, and the amount of interior and surface drying defects taking 

place, will be compared with the results of open air drying lumber 

of the same species and thicknesses. 

The proposed new dryer will have wooden walls capable of 

enclosing 35,000 board feet of lumber, and will be covered over with 

a double layer of clear plastic, sloping to the south. Solar heat 

will be trapped by the plastic roof, while the buffer of air in 

the double layer will prevent abrupt temperature changes. Large 

fans will circulate the air, and hydrostatic vents will automatically 

open whenever the humidity reaches a set point. Auxiliary heat will 

be supplied by oil furnaces. 

If the new pre-dryer pr9ves to be economically feasible, year-
\ 

around logging in West Virginia should take on a steadier pace. 

Disappearance of the "log-jam" that results from delayed drying of 

winter-cut lumber will enable lumbermen to operate in the Mountain 

State in closer touch with the hardwood market and without the danger 

of suffering unexpected losses from freakish weather. 
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WEST VIRGINIA CONTINUES TO DOMINATE SOFT COAL PRODUCTION 

West Virginia contin~ed ita domination of the soft coal markets 

during the past year, according to a report published by the U. S. 

Bureau of Mines. The report is a preliminary estimate of 1963 

mineral production and an examination of trend~ in mineral output 
,~: 

across the nation over the past two years. ' 

Despite the encroachment of liquid and atomic energy fuels on 

traditional coal markets, the national output of bituminous and lignite 

coal in 1963 rose 7.1 per cent over the 1962 output, with a healthy 

total of 452 million tons. The coal mines of West Virginia accounted 

for more than a quarter of this figure: approximately 127 million 

tons. This is nearly 8 per cent more than the ll8.5 million tons 

mined in the Mountain State in 1962. 

The second leading soft coal state was Kentucky, with 77.7 million 

tons, followed by Pennsylvania with 71.1 million tons. The vast 

majority of American 80ft coal tonnage is mined in the Appalachian 

mountains. 

Nationally the average value of soft coal at the minehead dropped 

slightly from $4.48 a ton in 1962 to an estimated average of $4.46 

a ton in 1963. However, the increased production meant that the 

total value of soft coal mined in the United States in the past year 

register~d a 6 per cent gain over the previous year. Improved mining 

methods and an aggressive tcade policy are believed responsible for 

the upswing in coal sales. Increasing energy needs constitute another 

factor, as does the fact that coal is still the most economical 

energy source for many power and thermal needs. 

A glance at the coal situation abroad confirms the impression 

gained from domestic reports that coal production shows every sign 
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of continuing to prosper. With very few exceptions, every major coal

producing country witnessed in 1962-63 a resurgence of activity in 

the coal mining industry. World-wide production of coal since the 

end of World War II has, with a slight exception in 1961, shown a 

steady rate of growth. World production in 1962 reached a record 

figure of 2.7 billion metric tons, and all indications favor a still 

higher record in 1963 and 1964. , 

A study of European industry indicates that most nations have 

eliminated inefficient coal operations and replaced them with more 

effective ones, thereby establishing a long range potential market 

for American coal. With the exception of the United States and 

Canada, the coal needs of industry everywhere have been rising faster 

than their domestic supply. American coal exports in 1963, when 

finally tabulated, may reach 48 million tons, nearly 8 million tons 

over 1962. 

The significant feature of the foreign coal trade picture in 

1963 is the abrupt rise in ocean freight rates. ,Single trip rates 

to Holland, for example, are now quoted at $5.75 per ton, as compared 

'with $2.73 in 1962. In the present year it will cost about three 

times as much, per ton, to ship coal to South America or to the Far 

East as it does to mine it in West Virginia. 

If we are to maintain our dominant position as world supplier of 

coal, some consideration might have to be given to steamship subsidies 

for coal carriers. 
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WEST VIRGINIA SALT PRODUCTION TIED TO BOOMING CHEMICALS INDUSTRY 

West Virginia's salt deposits, which played such an important 

part in the early settlement of the Mountain State, are continuing 

to maintain a significant role in. the development of modern industry. 

The .saline accumulations that once attracted buffalo, Indians, and, 

later, white settlers in the Kanawha Valley are now an important 

source of supply for the chemicals and plastics factories in West 

Virginia, and the predicted expansion of these industries within the 

State are related to the abundance of this natural resource. 

The salt beds of West Virginia were laid down millions of years 

ago, in what is known to geologists as the Silurnian Age. During 

this period an arm of an ancient sea was cut off: in what is now the 

Mountain State, and the subsequent evaporation of the water produced 

salt deposits. Sea water contains about 3.5 per ~ent of dissolved 

minerals (leached from the land by rainwater), and 2.7 per cent 

of this is sodium chloride, or salt. 

When the process of evaporation begins, salt is one of the first 

minerals to be precipitated. According to the Bureau of Mines of 

the U. S. Department of the Interior, in the case of West Virginia, 

after the salt was precipitated there occurred a tilting of the earth 

which decanted the remaining water, thereby leaving a deposit of 

concentrated brine. 

The natural brine beds of West Virginia are located approximately 

2000 feet under the surface, although, of course, various surface 

springs exist. The underground brine is tapped by drilling, and the 

brine is pumped to the surface. The so-called artificial brine beds 

lie much deeper, at a depth of about one mile. These beds contain 

MORE •• MORE 



("'~ 

BYRD'S EYE VIEW -- ADD 1 

a much stronger concentration of salt, which must be diluted before 

it can be recovered. This is done by drilling and introducing fresh 

water into the beds; the diluted brine can then be pumped out to the 

surface. 

Production of salt in West Virginia rose from 638,000 short 

tons (valued at $3,476,000) in 1955 to 1,042,000 short tons {valued 

at $4,635,000} in 1962. The major use of salt is not in human or 

animal consumption, as in pioneer days, but in the production of 

important chemicals, such as caustic soda, chlorine, vinyl chloride, 

and hydrochloric acid. 

These chemicals are produced from salt either by electrolysis 

or by evaporation. Electrolysis, which is the major method used in 

Wes~ Virginia, involves the passage of an electric current through 

the brine in such a manner as to break up the chemical bonds holding 

the sodium chloride molecules together. 

The year 1963 saw four major companies producing salt in West 

Virginia. Geologists report that the brine beds tn the Mountain 

State lie so deep as to be virtually inexhaustible. This humble 

substance, salt, may well prove a great boon to the economy of the 

State in the expanding future of the chemicals and plastics 

industries. 
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TOURISM PRESENTS A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY TO WEST VIRGINIA 

West Virginians who are concerned with the Mountain State's 

potential role as a recreation Mecca for the urban East will be 

interested in a report published by the Outdoor Recreation Resources 
• 

Review Commission, outlining the changing pattern of American holiday 

habits. 

The ORRRe, which was established by Congress in 1958, prepared 

its report on the basis of intensive research into the recreation 

facilities of America and into the desires of the population with 

regard to the growing opportunities for leisure enjoyment. The 

ORRRC's findings--that adequate provision is not being made for our 

expanding recreational needs--indicate that enlightened civic action 

on the part of West Virginians could result in making tourism our 

number one industry. As the Alps proved a blessing in disguise for 
\ 

the Swiss, once the people became tourist-minded, so the Appalachians 

may prove to be the economic salvation of the Mountain State. 

The planning of recreational facilities, the ORRRC reported, 

must take into consideration the fact that what people do for 

recreation now is not necessarily what they want to do in the future. 

F'or example, more than 20 per cent of those interviewed by the ORRRC 

said that while they do not now go fishing, that is what they would 

like to do, given an opportunity. Already there are more than 25 

million fishermen in America who spend $2.5 billion annually on this 

sport. 

Water is a focal point of outdoor recreation, it has been 

learned. No matter where they live, most people seeking the outdoors 

look for water--to swim and fish in, to boat on, to walk, picnic and 

camp by, or just to look at. The demand for water-based recreation 
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is increasing more rapidly than the demand for outdoor recreation in 

general. Within the next several decades swimming is expected to 

become the most popular outdoor pastime in America. 

Currently this honor goes to the automobile. Last year nearly a 

billion auto trips for pleasure were taken by Americans. The advan-

tages of having scenic roadways within the Mountain State are obvious. 

Driving is a family pleasure unde~taking which especially appeals 

to the leisure-rich elderly portion of our population. The exhila-

rating views that grace our mountainous State could attract millions 

of visitors annually, provided that easy access to now hidden hills 

and hollows existed. 

Walking for pleasure is the third most popular outdoor sport 

in ,America today, the ORRRC reports. This is followed in order by 

picnicking, fishing, bicycling, boating, hunting, camping, horseback 

riding, water skiing, hiking, etc. Over half a billion pleasure 

walks were taken last year, according to the survey, and this figure 

will double within a few years, if facilities are 'made available. 

The implications for West Virginia are clear. The cost of 

providing pleasant woodland paths is a small fraction of the potential 

return from a stepped-up tourist trade. Improving waterways and 

roadways will take more funds, but these could be made available in 

part from Federal matching fund grants, provided that intelligent 

planning for the development of outdoor recreation in the Mountain 

State is undertaken. The "lost population" of West Virginia may 

return to us manyfold, if we begin now to plan for tho future of 

recreation in America. 

s 
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE, BUT WHERE IS IT ALL GOING? 

Our economy is changing so rapidly that resources which are 

abundant today may be scarce tomorrow. This may be true of as 

common a substance as fresh watet, the abundance of which we gener-

ally take for granted, just as we assume there will always be enough 

air to breathe. But in the foreseeable future West Virginia's 

gushing mountain streams may be pouring a potential fortune into the 

sea, unless ever greater measures are taken to conserve this vital 

natural resource. 

Water has often proved to be the makin~ and unmaking of great 

nations. Western civilization sprang to life in the ancient F'ertil.e 

Crescent of Mesopotamia when the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers came 

under irrigation; the great cities on that ancient plain never 

recovered from the destruction of the irrigation,works by conquering 

vandals. 

Similarly Persia (now called Iran) could sustain 115 million 

people 500 years before Christ, when the land was a well-watered 

stream basin; now that dusty region can scarcely support 14 million 

persons, and fresh water is scarcer in some areas than milk or honey. 

The lesson for West Virginia is plain. The Mountain State forms 

part of several great river basins, including the Ohio, the Kanawha, 

the Potomac, and the Monongahela. Billions of gallons of water rush 

annually down our hillsides and disappear into the sea. Where 

uncontrolled, this wasteful runoff endangers the full development 

of our industrial potential. 

Weather Bureau scientists inform us that the three million 

square mile area of the continental United States receives an annual 

average rainfall of 30 inches, which is equal to about 4300 billion 
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gallons of water each day. Our nation's projected needs within the 

next two decades average roughly 500 billion gallons per day: how 

theocould we ever run out of water? 

Streamflow experts (hydrologists) tell us that over half of 

the annual water precipitation is lost to us immediately, either by 

evaporation or transpiration (absorption by plants). Another large 

portion, perhaps 200 billion gallons a day, percolates into under

ground storage. The final runoff amounts to between 1100 and 1200 

billion gallons a day on the average--or little more than twice 

our expected demand 10 or 15 years hence. 

The potential value of water can be appreciated when one realizes 

that without flood controls the stream discharge is highly seasonal. 

Du~ing the few months of .the rainy season more then two-thirds of 

the total precipitation may flood its way to the sea, leaving us 

with less than a minimum supply. 

Under these conditions, several decades hence, water could 

become a costly commodity. 'A hot bath could cost more than a steak 

dinner. With a projected average usage of 2,000 gallons per person 

per day, we could see most of our income literally going down the 

drain. 

The answer to this danger lies in flood prevention by means of 

stream runoff controls which maintain our river basins 8S water 

storage reservoirs. An accelerated program of dam and flood control 

projects undertaken by the Federal government and vigorously 

supported on the State and local levels, could turn our State into 

a well of plenty for generations to come. 
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NATURAL HISTORY OF WEST VIRGINIA HOLDS IMPORTANT SECRETS 

The rugged character of West Virginia's land is no accident, but 

a product of the natural history of our State. This "buried" history, 

according to geological and agric~ltural scientists, sheds important 

highlights on the natural resources which have played so important 

a role in the economic development of the Mountain State, and which 

may hold as yet unrecognized keys to the future. 

The unique feature in the geological history of West Virginia 

is the fact that the present land mass is composed largely of sedi-

mentary material deposited perhaps half a billion years ago when 

the area between the Ohio River and the Potomac Plai.n was the sunken 

basin of a shallow inland sea. This land mass was later compacted 

by pressure from the Atlantic coastal shelf and folded into lofty 

ridges which, after millions of years of erosion, formed the rugged 

hill and valley terrain we have today. 

It is well known that the industrial wealth of our land owes 

much to the sedimentary character of the soil, in which valuable 

minerals were deposited during the period when the great depression 

between the Ohio and the Potomac Plain was being filled with material 

from evaporating seas. But it is also important to understand the 

unique agricultural conditions that came to prevail on this fertile 

land. 

The first forests to appear, some 350 million years ago, con-

sisted of primitive pines of great height and luxuriance. The 

sinking earth literally swallowed up these forests which, under con-

ditions of heat and pressure, formed the great coal deposits which 

were later pushed back up near the surface by the folding action of 

the land mass. After millions of years of erosion, this mountainous 
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region was weathered down from a jagged Alpine range to a broad 

corrugation of hills and hollows. This land then formed the 

seedbed for a portion ot one of the richest belts of temperate 

zone woodland ever known to man--the Appalachian hardwood forest. 

In addition to all the important genera of European forest 

trees, the Appalachian forest of West Virginia contained many trees 

found elsewhere only in remote Asia, and some found nowhere else 

in the world. Such species as silver bell, sassafras, redbud and 

cucumber are found as mature trees only in the Appalachian regions. 

Moreover, certain very valuable furniture hardwoods such as black 

walnut, black cherry, yellow birch and yellow poplar reach their 

maximum development in our forest coves. 

Not only did a remarkably wide range of plant life develop on 

our soil, but also the variety of animals that roamed the woods was 

truly amazing, according to the fossil remains found in our State 

by paleontologists. Comparatively recent bones or fossil imprints 

of elephants, wild horses, camels, musk-oxen, peccaries, bison and 

many kinds of sloth-like beasts are not uncommon. The amazing 

variety of the animal population and the luxuriance of plant life 

are ascribed to the fact that our area was free of ice during 

the glacial periods. 

This fact also probably accounts for the absence of natural 

lakes or large ponds in West Virginia, since lake beds are usually 

scopped out by the gouging action of glaciers. Our numerous valleys 

and hollows are well drained by surface or underground streams, 

under conditions which apparently provide uniquely ideal growing 

conditions for certain valuable timbers. 

This combination of rich soil, rugged terrain and favorable 

growing conditions suggests that we are endowed with an enormous 

natural "greenhouse" which, if properly exploited, could produce as 

trul~h wealth on the surface of our land as we have found underground. 
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LESS GIRTH AND MORE MIRTH MAKE FOR HEALTHY HEARTS 

The rising incidence of heart disease, which is responsible for 

more deaths than any other single ailment throughout the United 

States (and in West Virginia), has prompted the U.S. Public Health 

Service to release information regarding the possible connection 

between heart attacks and the food we eat. 

The Health Service tells us that the most important fact about 

eating, for persons concerned about heart disease, is that they 

should not do too much of it. Although the factors involved in 

he~rt disease are far from being completely understood by physicians, 

virtually all researchers in this field agree that excess weight 

places an extra burden on the heart, causing it to work harder and 

longer. The quantity of food eaten, or caloric intake, appears to 

be more important than the kinds of food eaten. \ 

We are also told that small meals, even if numerous, are 

healthier than large meals, since a really full stomach makes 

heavy demands on the heart for an increased blood supply to digest 

the meal--and even heavier demands if one has eaten rapidly. By 

the same token, emotional upsets--especially at mealtime--are to 

be avoided, since emotions such as anger or fear tend to drain 

the blood away from the digestive system, producing a competitive 

demand upon the heart. 

Animal fats, which apparently tend to raise the blood 

cholesterol, may be a factor in arteriosclerosis, or hardening 

of the arteries, but this is not yet a proven fact. The Public 

Health Servi.ce sU8gests that dietary changes intended to avoid 

high cholelterol should be undertaken only upon the advice of a 
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physician. Without specific medica1 advice to the contrary, there 

'- is no reason for anyone to give up eating food favorites suspected 

of containing "saturated" fats. 

Sodium (usually irl the form of table salt) is another substance 

which has come to be avoided by persons concerned about heart disease. 

Most of us have heard that excess sodium retained in the body, owing 

to impaired kidney function, sometimes causes swelling of the feet, 

ankles, etc. But here again, Public Health officials point out that 

since sodium is present in moat of the foods we normally eat, it 

would be unwise, and perhaps even harmful, to embark on a sodium

restricted diet without medical supervision. 

Because Oriental countries, where very little meat is eaten, 

show a remarkably low incidence of heart disease, some persons 

believe that the avoidance of meat will protect one from heart 

attacks. The Public Health Service points out that this is a rash 

judgment, for heart disease is primarily associated with upper age 

brackets, and the short life expectancy in Oriental countries (as 

low as 30 years in some Asiatic regions) may be the principal reason 

why so little heart disease is reported there. 

In point of fact. mountainous regions with small popUlations 

generally show the greatest resistance to heart disease--a bit of 

encouraging news to Mountaineers. Another fact to be considered is 

that heart disease, although statistically high, has not been in

creasing but has tapered off slightly within the past decade--if the 

actual rate of incidence is adjusted according to the changing age 

characteristics of our popUlation. 

And while no certain "cures" for heart disease may be envisaged, 

medical opinion encouragingly suggests that the average individual 

can do much to protect his own heart simply by refusing to over

burden his body with unnecessary pounds, and his mind with dispensable 

worry and care. LeIS girth and more mirth, is the prescription for 

one and all. 
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THE OLDEST PROFESSION FOR MEN CARRIES NO RETIREMENT PLAN 

The oldest profession in the United States, for men, is farming, 

according to a recent st.udy of age in re lation to work activity 

conducted by the U. S. Department of Commerce. Of the 340,000 men 

over 75 who are still active wor~er., 69,000 are engaged in farming 

either .s owners or tenants. Another 10,000 septuagenarians work 

as laborers on farms. Whether the great age of farmers is due to 

the invigorating character of the farming life, or to the meagerness 

of income which rules out early retirement, is not disclosed. But 

the facts seem to support the common contention that no one ever 

dies of hard work at an early age. 

The profession with the next highest age group, according to 

the study, is law, with more than 6,000 lawyers over 75 still toiling 

at the bar, or serving on a judicial bench. Real estate agents or 

brokers in this age group number about 5,000. There are about 4,600 

active male medical practitioners past 75, and 3,200 clergymen. 

Working women over 75 are fewer, numbering 127,000. Most of 

these women are engaged in occupations connected with home and 

phildren: housework, cooking, nursing, teaching, etc. For example, 

there are some 4,300 women teaching in public and private schools 

past the age of 75. There are 3,000 practical nurses, and 2,000 

registered nurses. And there are 140 elderly women chiropractors. 

The figures on farm income support the belief that farmers work 

longer than others because it takes longer to earn money on the farm 

than anywhere else. In 1962 the per capita income on the farm was 

about $1,430. But nearly a third of this--$500--was from nonfarm 

sources, work in town, investments, etc. There were 13.5 million 

persons living on farms, which means that the total farm income 

was approximately 12.5 billion dollars. 
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Sin~e the average nonfarm per capita income va. $2,440, it 

follows that the peopLe on the farm earned las8 than two-thirds as 

~ch as town dwellers. The average hourly income was $1.05. 

compared with the average hourly factory wage of $2.39. 

The best hourly income for farmers reported was on cotton farms 

1n the irrigated Texas High Plains, where the cotton farmers averaged 

a whopping $6.64 an hour. By comparison, cotton farmers on the Texas 

Jlack Prairie earned only 59 cents an hour for their trouble • 
• 

The molt discouraging report came from lmall grain-livestock 

farms on the Northern Plains, where 8 n!S l2!! of $1.15 per hour was 

reported. Sheep ranchers in the Southwest reported an hourly income 

of only 9 cents. But sheep ranchers on the Northern Plains earned 

71 cents an hour. Evidently the amount of farm income depends a 

great deal on where and what and how you farm, along with how good 

~our luck is. 

Farm prices fluctuate far more widely than the prices in any other 

indultries. presumably due to the age-old nemesis of the farmar--the 

unpredictable weather. Each y.ar the farm population and the 

number of farms grow rapidly smaller. while the lize of farms and the 

age of farmers increase. If this trend continuel unabated. we may 

one day find our farmland consisting of one enormous spread where 

food and fibre are grown entirely by automation, untouched by human 

handa. If a single, stubborn farmer remains on the land, he may 

well be 81 old 8S Methuselah. 
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WATERSHED RESEARCH IN WEST VIRGINIA 

The recent highly destructive floods from a number of streams 

draining the central Appalachian Mountains again point up a long

standing and critical problem associated with these very important 

watershed lands, for land today'has new values beyond the production 

of food and fiber. 

The central Appalachian region is the headwater area of several 

major rivers, including the Allegheny, Monongahela, Kanawha, Potomac, 

James, Roanoke, and, in part, the Susquehanna. Due to its geographic 

location, West Virginia is possibly the best drained State in the 

Union. However, floods in this region are a recurring menace. The 

flood of June 21~-25, 1950, lasted only a few hours but did an 

estimated 50 million dollars damage in West Virginia. The January 

1957 flood in the tri-state area of Virginia, West Virginia, and 

Kentucky resulted in 14 deaths and many millions of dollars in 

property loss. This flood 'was attributed in a large part to land 

misuse. 

Improved forest land management holds great promise for damage 

reduction. In West Virginia, there are about a million acres of poor 

pasture--mostly on steep slopes--and abandoned farm land that should 

be reforested. These watershed lands, because of past heavy grazing, 

overcutting, fire, and cult1vation of steep slopes, are in poor 

cond1tion for regulating streamflow. Watershed researoh must furnish 

the guides for effective methods of treating these lands to restore 

their full capacity for receiving rain and melting snow, retarding 

runoff, and releaSing water in the form of stable flows of good 

"quality" water so important to soil, plants, animals, and man. 

Watershed research was started by the Forest Service in this 

area in 1950, and has been centered on the Fernow Experimental Forest 

near Parsons, West Virginia. Nine experimental watersheds have been 

instrumented and used to determine the effects of various intenSities 

and patterns of timber harvesting on water quality, annual and 
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seasonal flows, storm-flow peaks, and low flows. Also included are 

.studies to determine how storm runoff and sedimentation may be 

reduced by reforesting pastured slopes and abandoned crop lands on 

steep slopes. 

Completed studies have shown how to locate, construct, and 

maintain logging roads so as to keep runoff and erosion at a 

minimum. This information has been made available in a number of 

publications &ld by on-the-ground demonstrations, and results are 
• 

being put into practice on both public and privately owned lands. 

Preliminary results of different intensities of timber removal from 

experimental watersheds show that the amount and timing of water 

yields can be signif1cantly affected and that the effect of timber 

harvesting on storm runoff, water quality, and sedimentation is 

related to the care exercised during the logging operation to avoid 

disturbing and compacting the soil and to staying out of stream 

channels when skidding logs. 

This research program is providing an ever-increasing volume 

of research results. A highly significant boost to this important 

research will be the soon-to-be-completed laboratory at Parsons. . , 
This modern facility will provide the Forest Service scientists with 

the scientific tools they need to do a more efficient and thorough 

job. Hhen one oonsiders that 65 per cent of the total land area of 

West Virginia is absorbed as commeroial forest area, the importanoe 

of this program becomes apparent. 
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WEST VIRGINIA'S BIG GAME INVENTORY IN HEALTHY STATE 

Approximately 15 million hunters took off after game in the 

United States in 1962, aooording to most reoent figures released by 

the Fish and Wildlife Servioe, United states Department of the 

Interior. The figures on lioense sales do not aocurately reflect 

the total number of hunters" sinc'e the States differ in their 

licensing requirements. However, 49 States" inoluding West Virginia, 

reported a total of 13,996,353 hunters who purchased one or more 

licenses during 1962. In all 50 States, 18,175,396 licenses, tags, 

stamps, and permits were issued, at a total cost of $63,983,798, which 

was $78,981~ less than in 1961. More than 50-million acres of 

commeroial timberlands owned by lumber, pulp, paper, plywood and other 

wooo-prooessing companies were open for public recreation, with 92.3 

per cent of the acreage open to hunting in season. 

In West Virginia, approximately one-quarter of a million hunters 

ranged over a major portion of the IS-million acres of land in the 

State. This averaged about 60 acres of hunting land per hunter, of 

which about five acres per hunter were public lands. This aoreage is 

considerably more generous than in many neighboring States, and wi.th 

West Virginia's hunting season extending over a 3 and one-hal'month 

perio~, more extensive hunting opportunities exist. In 1962, in 

Monongahela National Forest alone, some 70,,000 hunters and fishermen 

roamed. As a new factor in the national hunting picture, increased 

participation of women hunters is attested by the recent Outdoor 

Recreation Resources Review Commission report that seven million 

women list hunting and fishing as their favorite outdoor recreation. 

Among the animal population in West Virginia considered as big 

game are the white-tailed deer and the black bear. Also oonsidered in 

Forest Service statistios as big game is the wild turkey. On the 

national level, the take of bear and deer increased in 1962, but the 

take of wild turkey dropped by 13 per cent. The white-tailed deer 

kill in \'lest Virginia (as determined by checking stations, lioense 

stubs, or card returns) was 5,778,of a population estimate of 80,000. 
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The black bear kill was 82 of a population estimate of 500. The wild 

turkey kill was 648 of a population estimate of 10,000. 

The wild turkey, 20 years ago generally thought to be doomed, 

now has made a come-back. Careful stocking and good conservation 

methods aid in the increase in West Virginia. 

The cont1nental population of the wh1te-ta1led deer 1s today 

far greater than that encountered by the early pioneers. An average 

deer herd will show a 35"40 per cent annual increase, a reflect10n 

of the fact that game populations in favorable ranges produce a crop 

for the gun despite natural losses. Yet despite the excellent 

hunting areas in ~Jest Virginia and the increasing numbers of eager 

hunters, an average of only one hunter in every 12 to 15 will kill 

a legal buck during the season. 

It is possible in the future that overpopulation of the 

white-tailed deer may result in die-offs in the state, as has occurred 

in the past. To prevent this, management of deer populations to comply 

with the specific range-carrying capacities may be required. In 

overstocked areas l it is often imperative that hunters take more 

animals to preserve a favorable natural balance, or parasites may 

do the job in an unwanted m~nner. 
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The terrible loss to American hardwoods suffered when 

blight decimated chestnut trees throughout the United St~tes 
• 

hal bad an incidental L.dv£.ntageous result--it h~s helped alert 

consel-vationists at the Federal L.nd St~te levels to the 

importance of constent £ction to protect other species of woods. 

The almost complete demage to West Virgini~n chestnuts is £ 

matter of history. However, two other major hardwoods found in 

West Virginia--the walnut and the oak--£re threatened by a 

disease of fungus base. 

The Eastern black walnut tree, one of the most valuable 

hardwoods, is generally found scattered in fields, along fence 

rowe, or £s part of hardvood stands. The woed is h1&hly , 

deSired for furniture, gunstocks, and cabinet-malting. and 

buyers search continually to bargain for fine individu£l trees. 

The nuts are equally desired for food for h~s and wildlife. 

These walnut trees are threatened by a native disease, fungus 

in nature, called walnut anthracnose, or leaf blotch. The 

disease is known to spre~d rapidly during rainy weather, 

especiaLly in the spring. with the resuLt that tree. become 

de-Leafed. This defoliation atunts growth, often killing the 

tree. While the wood is fortunately not completely dam£ged 

and can be used if saLvaged early, the nuts are badLy affected. 

nlere is a variance in the susceptibility of individual 

trees to this Leaf-borne fungus, but excessively damp conditions 

foster spre£d of the disease among even the hardiest. The 
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anthracnose ia believed to live over the winter among fallen 

walnut leaves. and the spores are spread in the spring by the 

wind and rain. When lodged on a susceptible leaf, under 

favorable conditions. spores multiply and leaf spots appear in 

a period of approximately two weeks. 

There i8 presently no lmown practical and successful control 

of the anthracn08e among walnuts growing under forest conditions; . 
however. one means of control elsewhere is the ralting and 

destroying of old leaves on the ground. Spraying, where 

practicable. will control walnut anthracnose. Recommended 

fungicides are zineb and meaeb, bordeaux mLxture, phenylmercury 

triethanal ammonium lactate, and dodine. 

The Forest Service. U. S. Department of Agriculture, should 

be contacted for information on recommended dosages and most 

effective usage. 
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LUMBER IN THE SOVIET UNION--PRODUCTION 
CONSUMPTION, EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

Soviet Russia's forest resources are larger than those of any 

other country in the world and larger than those of the United 
, 

States and Canada combined. According to United Nations' statistics, 

Russia has 1,G34,210,OOO acres of forest lands (19% of total world 

resources) compared with 1,621,431,500 acres in the United States 

and Canada (17.1% of world total). 

Russia's forests include approximately 80% softwoods, chiefly 

larch and pine, and 20% hardwoods, chiefly birch and aspen. 

Timbered areas are unevenly distributed, population-wise, with 77% 

in Asiatic Russia (with only 19% of the population) and 231. in 

European Russia (with 81% of the population). The European area 

has been heavily logged, but the Asiatic area is still untouched, 

being economically inaccessible for the present. Increasing require

ments for industrial development and governmental c011D'Jlitment for 

better hOUSing will certainly force greater exploitation of timber 

resources. 

Comparison of post-World War II Soviet production and con-

sumption to exports and imports is interesting. From 1946-1957, 

production increased annually from 8,296 to 33,477 million board 

feet, with softwood production rising from 7,049 to 28,453 million 

feet and hardwood production from 1,247 to 5,024 million feet. 

Simultaneously, the USSR imported lumber heavily. Imports 

rose from 119 to 564 million board feet in 1952, gradually declining 

to 247 million feet by 1957. Hardwood imports rose from 25 to 70 

million feet, with the import decrease reflected in softwoods. By 

contrast, from 1946-1957, Soviet exports mushroomed from 134 million 
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feet to 1,457 million feet. This increase was a~st totally in 

softwoods. with hardwood exports declining from a 1949 peak of 29 

million feet to 212,000 feet in 1957. 

USSR consumption of lumber (production plus imports minus 

exports) apparently increased from 8,280 million board feet in 

1946 to 32,267 million feet in 1957. Since 1952. softwood con-

sumption has been les8 than production, wheraaa herdwood consumption 
• 

continues to exceed production. These facts may have been artific£lly 

established. as the Soviet Union undoubtedly could absorb its own 

putput. Nonetheless. with 27.9% of the world's total lumber output. 

it has steadily accounted for 10% of the world's lumber exports. 

The USSR has inaugurated a program of greater production of 

forest products thro"8h mechanization and increased labor productivity. 

It is able to export softwood lumber in substantial quantities, having 

a prewar average annual rate of 2,439 million board feet, chiefly 

~o European markets. Current exports have not returned to this 

level; however, the heavy e~ha8is placed on for~st industries 

expansion suggests a future surpassing of the prewar level. Because 

of limited hardwood resources and growing industrial needs, Russia 

probably will not become an important hardwood exporter. 

Although it is believed the USSR can compete economically in 

world lumber markets, exports may likely be governed by political 

considerations. 
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TP~PPING TOURISTS--WEST VI~GINIA'S FUTURE 
BIG Gil'iE HUNTING? 

tiOne hundred tourists equal the income from one acre of 

potatoes, and are a darn sight easier picking." This sage observa-

tion, no doubt by an old-timer, a veteran of many an economic 

battle with his West Virginia soil, is a capsule description of 

one of the fastest developing businesses in the United 8tates. 

In 1965, Imericans traveling up and down all parts of this 

country, many gaily clad in bright sports clothing and heavily 

camera-hung, are eJcpected to shell out $15 billion to $20 billion--

a ~ig "hunk" of economic pie--according to the U. S. Department 

of Comrnerce. 

What will be West Virginia's slice? What will be your 

cormnunity's "bite li? How can your town cut itself a share? 

Consider this tourist s~atistic--six out of ' seven tourists 

travel by car. So, if there's a road leading in and out of your 

community, you now need only a tourist "trap.1I Since American 

tourists seek, first of all, comfort, change, amusement, and pleasant 

surroundings, the "trap" shouldn't be hard to set, with a little 

\Vest Virginian ingenuity. 

Of course, a bit of "bait", such as a special event, connnunity-

sponsored and designed to entertain, educate, or intrigue visitors, 

would be tempting. As an example, in one mid-western State, a 

certain community, reputed to be hardly more than a wide spot in 

the local road, has an annual turkey-calling contest, while still 

another in that State headlines a clothesline art show. In Iowa, 

a national hobo convention is held in Britt, with mountains of 

mulligan stew served to the King and Queen of Hoboes and their 
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un-regal court, whilst further over in Cheroltee a hotly-contested 

plowing match taltes place. 

South Carolina, Georgia, and t1ississippi are strong on house 

and garden tours, with an extra dash of moonlight, magnolias) 

and monuments to !lOur Glorious Confederate Soldiery" on county 

courthouse lawns. California has Forty-niner and Ramona 

pageants, kite festivals, and MOUNTAIN DRJlJ1A! For West Virginia, 

TrW. MOUNTAIN STATE, with a symbolic rugged mountaineer on its 

State seal, to permit that Pacific Coait State to earn tourist 

dollars by plugging "mountain drama" is almost enough to arouse 

our hardy pioneer ancestors from their peaceful West Virginia 

mountain graves. 

Tourists tour because they want a change--to see and do what 

~hey cannot and do not enjoy at home. To polish up, window-dress, 

face-lift, dramatize, and emphasize your community's attractions, 

natural or manmade, or to headline a special event, is to 

recognize and develop your community's hidden assets. Once 

begun, and carefully maintained, special events can become 

"traditions"--and money makers. 

As proof, in 1963, West Virginia's slice of the tourist pie 

r- was $300 million to $325 million spent by 9 to 10 million 

visitors. One community's bite--ttlat obtained by Ripley--came 

from a five day arts and crafts fair, which attracted 6,500 people 

to the Ripley area. The State of West Virginia invested $3,000 

to advertise the event, and the tourists who attended spent 

$45,000--an appetizing profit! 
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UEST VIl1GINI/_ III:.HD\iOODS TILTTLE N1..TURLL ENEHIES- - OLK WILT 

Oe.ks are the lending herdwoods in the United States, ran!dng 

first for years in lumber production among h.::rdt'lOods and fourth 

::'n total national production. White oalts, preferred for most 

purposes, are widely found in West Virgini.,t, along with maj or 

quantities of other oak species. 

In the last two decades, a pc.ras:Z.d.c fungus in the sap stream 

of oal' trees h,.s spread throughout mountain areas. What may have 

been ::'ts origin is not Imown, but so rapid and so great has been 

its damage that it is probably causing more anxiety, and is the 

subject of mOl:e research, than any other forest tree disease in 

l:merica today. 

No kinds of nat::ve oak are immune to the fungus growth, 

't>1hich is Idlling to the tree. However, od,s we,Jcened by unfavorE.ble 

crowing conditions are more 1':1..,I.>le to fune:: :'.n:':ections. W2.lt-

diseased trees shed leaves premc:.tuTely, and death follows therec:fter 

--rapidly for red oaks, but more slowly, peJ:'haps a limb llt the 

time, for wh:::'te oaks. Oalt wilt fungus is lmown to be spread 

locally from tree to tree through root grLfts. Ldditionally, 

it is believed that insects, birds, and small animals act as 

cc::rriers"'; ... such as squirrels in stripping tree bark. 

Nany 3tLtes c:.re vigorously pursuing control programs in an 

effort to suppress oalt wilt. Treatments consist of: (1) cutting 

down diseased trees and poisoning the stumps; (2) girdling the 

trees into the heartwood; and (3) cutting the oaks, af-i:erwards 

spray:'ng trunks, limbs, and stumps with benzene hexachloride and 

DDT in an oil solution. Whether one of these methods is more 

effective, or whether a combine.tion is better, is not known. 

Severing root connections, po::'son·2.ng stumps, or Id1l:;'ng a r::ng 

of odt trees around the diseased specimen cc:.n help prevent 
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root graft spread. T14ees believed to have oal~ w:.l-:: should be 

reported to a State or Fede~al fo~est officer. 

Gu~~eys o~ damase have been made in various States. Fortun

ately, aerial surveys have proved to be economical, relieble, 

and greatly effective when followed by ground check::ng. Cooperat:Lon 

in oalc wilt control bet'lileen tl~ Forest Serv~.ce of the U. S. Depar';,:

inent of Lgricu1ture end the West Virginia Departments of Agriculture 

c;:.nd N£.tura1 Resources hes been close. In the c.:.1endL.r yec..r 1963, 

most of the oelt forests in the State were aerially sUl~eyed. I. 

total o~ 3,937 infested trees were found «nd treated. Federcl 

funds contributed to this program amounted to $30,~55, where~s 

the State contributed $102,401. 

l.s a s:1.de benefit of this program, oak w::'lt control te£!.ms 

were able to perfot1m en additionel service to the State of West 

Virginia. During the 1963 disease study, these teems assisted 

in surveying West Virginia lends which have been disturbed by 

surface mining. Following the meppinc; of arei.S by trained 

observers in low-£ly~ng planes) and after the plotting of 

length and location of stripped lands, oak wilt control crews 

were able to measure the width of disturbed m:"Ln::"ng "reas 

as they crossed strip mines to reach d:tseased oales. 
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FISHY FACTS 

A di.stinctive piscc:toriel flavor pervedes some of the news 

items given recent circulation by Federel agencies. 

As '- prime sample, the Dep~rtment of Interior has announced 

the publication of en engler's guide to sharks. Hith it in hand, 

a neophyte Isaac Walton can be prepered to identify reedily which 

of 32 species of man-eater he ul1.'t'lerily muy hcve hooked while out 

for fishy sport. Fisherfoll~ not wishing to involve themselves 

with sharks miGht ,,;rant to talce care to ba:;'t ho01;0 with sharl;-

repellents while f:.shing on the Eeot Coc:st between C,-pe lletter[;s 

c.nd Baine. So nurnerous have become the sharlc catches in thet 

northe~stern Atlantic area that nearly 800,000 of these unloved 

elasmobranch f1shes were ceught. 

As another eJ:ample, eq Lnnouncement from t\1e District of 

Colurubic. states a Texas firm has been selected to "prepare a 

basic desi[;.l1 program" f07l:' the Capital C:~ty' s proposed NationCll 

Fishm:ies Center and Aquarium et c. coct 0:;: C50 ,000. The actual 

architectural design is to be prepc.red later on by two other firms, 

one each from the Stetes of California Clnd W:·.sconsin. Reflecting 

the high price 0:': f:~shy 1iv~n[;;J this fishery center is expected 

to cost Ln estimLted $10 million lnd w~11 eJdl~bit 1,300 different 

!::tnds of LqUtt::.C li£e. This means tlkt seme r:::'shel"'1ll.:.n w:'l1 need 

to c£tch LU elegcnt lot of fish to be elLborLtely qULrtered in 

th:':.o '\'lcll-L:.:cL:::'tectured f::.sb hOLlse. 

Lss:'stLnce tOWL7I:'d th~s ~o£l hLS LlreLdy been proffered Gy 

Spcin, the first foreig';} country to tender a contribution. The 

Spanish Inl;;:nd Fish and Game Serv:'ce e)Cpects to Gonc:.te living 

specimens of the lIlediterranean cuttlefish, [;n Old Uorld reletive 
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of the loctopus and squid. The cuttlef:'.sh lu:.s never been exhibited 

alive i.n the United States before, so e news story states. 

P.dditionally, the Department of Interior says there are 

good indications the Japanese will provide a red tai, en important 

food fish and a relative of the porgy. It is to be hoped these 

I.siatic and Eut"opean fish will maintain good diplomatic relationships, 

should they become neighbors, and 't'7ill, moreover, preserve the 

proper fishy decorum consistent with their family bacl~grounds. 

As added proof that Federal officialo are fish-oriented, 

Secretary of Interior Ste"('lart Udall was honored this spring 

by the tuna industry for support rendered by his Department this 

pact year. In expressing delight at hiD award, Secretary Udall 

praised lithe fine product." \n1at effect the acceptance of this 

award may have had on the Maine sardine trade is not knotm; but 

us an interesting inDight into the activities of the Bureau of 

the Census) thLt_ 8enc~T reported d!c..t distritutors t stocks 0::: 

Ni .. :"ne s .... rdines totaled 291,000 actual cases on April 1, an i.ncrease 

of 27,000 cases (10%) from year-aGo stocks, whereas canners' 

stocks at 653,000 (lOO-can) cases were reduced 1 .. 1,000 cases 

(-6%) during the same period. No word has yet come through from 

the salmon census takers. 
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WEST VIRGINIA'S GLAMOR INDUSTRY 

West Virginia has an insufficiently publicized industry--

fur-producing--which is at once profitable, :i.nteresting, and 

glamorous in its end product. 

The 1962 United States fur catch statistics point up the State's 

importance as a fur-producer. Mink, muskrat, opossum, raccoon, skunk, 

civet cat, beaver, and bobcat are all trapped in quantity. It is 

the seventh largest fox-pelt producing State in the Union, and gray 

and red fox are found in all of its 55 counties. Mink, 8S its most 

glamorous fur, averaged $7.81 per pelt when sold to registered fur 

dealers in the State, and beaver brought in $7.22 per pelt to the 

trapper, during 1962. 

The taking of fur ·for use in covering the human body is one of 

the few customs retained from the ago of the caveman. His animal 

kill furnished him with food and fur for chasing the chill from his 

body. In the centuries since, fur has moved from the category of 

necessity to that of luxury. It is believed to have been used for 

ornamentation in every known civilization. Thousands of years ago, 

the Chinese used fur as a badge of esteem. Ancient Greek warriors 

were rewarded for the pelts they brought home as spoils of war; and 

the Romans, in advancing their culture, swathed themselves in furs 

in imitation of the Greeks. 

Furs were a leading status symbol in Europe during the Middle 

Ages. Italian cardinals used ermine as a symbol of purity. English 

nobility inaugurated fur wearing as a symbol of power. In 

imitation, lower social groups ado~dthe custom, with the result 

that edicts were issued banning the wearing of the finer furs by 
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commoners. Discrimination between the sexes was practiced for a 

t \,J brief period when fur-wearing was limited to males only. Females 
f 

quickly put a stop to this, after noting the pleasures of fur 

ownership. 

Until the discovery of the New World, most known fur production 

was in northern and central Europe. Upon the opening of the North 

American continent, trappers an~ fur traders came in swarms. By the 

beginning of the 18th century, many well-known American fortunes 

were being founded by traders, swappinp colored beads and alcoholic 

spirits with the Indians in return for their winter fur catches. 

West Virginia fur-bearing animals early attracted settlers into the 

area. Charleston got its start, along with some other American 

cities, as a trading post. 

As the economy of the U.S. has advanced, fur demands have kept 

pace, so that an intricate fur industry has evolved, with furs 

being scraped, washed, soaked, oiled, cleaned, beaten, plucked, 

sheared, leathered, and manipulated in scores of highly intricate 

procedures. Many pelts are dyed, and/or bleached, while others are 

dipped blonde, beige, charcoal, platinum gray, blue, white, pink, 

yellow, red, and green. As a result, while laws have had to be 

enacted to protect the consumer, such as the Federal Fur Products 

Labeling Act of 1952, more varieties of furs are in demand. 

Furs remain as a status symbol of the good life, and the world 

of furs is an enchanting and glamorous one. West Virginia may be 

expected to increase in importance its own role in it. 
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1i0 dear mother, my toes are sore, dancin' allover your sandy 

floor"; IILeather britches, full of stitches, old shoes and stockings 

--my wife she kiclted me out of bed because I had my britches onti; 

or "Possum up a gum stump, coonie·in the holler, Devil's on the 

other side--don't you hear him holler?" 

These samples of the dancing tunes and ballads--basically 

traditional melodies ... -are known variously as '\nountain music", 

"fiddlin' tunes", or "hill-billy music". The vigorous and pleasure

giving art of "fiddlin", or playing of traditional melodies on a 

violin, began with musicians of the American frontier and still is 

current in rural and moUntCt.i.nous communities througl.i.out the United 

8t£.tes. Folk dance revivals center around them, with the dance 

tuues--many of them derived from English, Scottish, end Irish airs--

including reels, jigs, hornptpes, hoedowns, jumps'and quadrilles. 

Each fiddler seems to have his own repertoire, and the titles 

of some are representative of the speech, background, or locale of 

those who either dance to the fiddling or are the fiddlers. Cripp~e 

Creek, !.!I.! i!l ~ Mountain, Sugar in ~ Gourd, !!!U.! l..mong ~ 

Yearlin$!, Chicken~, Iri;h Washerwoman, Arkansas Traveler, 

Buffalo Q!!!, and ~ !b!m Cabbage Down-·these are same of the 

favorites. 

The fiddles may be "store-bought", mail-order, or home-made. 

The players, many amazingly skilled, are most generally self-taught 

and play by ear. Fiddles are held in various positions, dependent 

upon the fiddler's fancy (or possibily upon the thickness of his 

mid-section), in the lap, between the knees, against the upper arm 

or tucked lovingly under the chin. 
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Open strings are sometimes used as drones, producing a 

bagpipe-like sound. Violin br:::'dges £ore sOlnetimes whittled to co. 

fletter shape, to produce a twanging sound. To supplement the 

fiddle, or in place of it, the guitar, the banjo, the dulcimer, the 

fife J and small end-blown pipes are used. However, the chief foUt 

instrument is, without any doubt, the fiddle; and the Si~lt and 

sound of the fiddler, sawing out tunes "in the old wayfi, IIkeeping 

his fiddle full", "dwelling on the notes ll
, ~nd "rough-i.nd-tumbling ll

, 

:':s £. long-remembered treat. 

Mountain music forms a large and important part of a very 

rich and melodic ill1lerican folk tradition. In the past, our 

Presidents have in many instances contributed their part to it. 

The versatile Thomas Jefferson, who spoke and read French, German, 

Spa~ish, Italian, Latin, and Greek, and wrote political treatises, 

found time as an accomplished musician to entertain neighbors, 

guests, and family retainers wtth folk-songs interspersed with 

classical selections played on his violin. President John Tyler 

is known to have enlivened political sessions by fiddling out 

mountain jigs. "Silent Cal" Coolidge is reported to have "tootled" 

Turlcey ~ ill Strc.w on his hut'monica :;:ot' personal relaxation. 

Benjamin Franklin was an accomplished player of reels on musical 

gla sses, which he calle d ''My musical harmonica". 

To a mountain music lover, a fiddling c~st in his community 

is an event with more life than an Independence Day parade in any 

metropolis. 
~30-
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T}lli FACCINATING WORLD OF Trill COMPUTER 

Today's computers lead fascinating lives which ere tending to 

develop inferiority complexes in human associates. 

Computers spot errors in the instructions thet they are given 

(and type out reprimands). Computers understend English, tal~ing 

part in conversations, which, while possibly not scintillating, are 

highly informative! Computer operators are lcnown to believe they 

can hear their machines talking to themselves, reacting upon 

recognizing familiar elements by characteristic pulsings and squeals 

c:.nd whines. One well-educated computer, the IBN 709l~, has been 

taught to play checl~ers and has gradually improved its gEJDe. It 

began playing wIth an IBH research consultant, quickly leal."'Oed to 

bec:.t him, and recently competed creditably in a tournament, playing 

eeainst a recognized State champion. 

Computers have contributed at least two important new words 

to the English language--heuristically (serving to discover) and 

syoernetics (comparative study of mechanicel electrical control 

systems). Cybernetics was quickly adopted by the medical profession 

to discuss the human control system involving brain and nel.~es. 

Important new languages have been developed for use in conversing 

with computers. J_t the University of Illinois) STRES~ is a language 

with about 100 words which is furthering better engineer-computer 

re le.t ionsh:!. ps • 

Lnother language called FORTRJ~ is spoken eltclusively by the 

IBM 7090 computer in informing til e Post Office Department how to 

deliver its air mail faster. It chetters its way through 2000 trip 

segments, includins up to 30 transfer points, to come up with the 

best routes for fastes'i: del::'very of intercity meil by air. It 

(HORE) 
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digests and commits to metOOi~ m~ssive piles of facts including 

departure, ~rriv~l, and transfer times, costs, and reliability. 

It does this, with ease, on a twice yearly basis in the change 

over to and from Daylight Saving Time. It comes up with a "best" 

route choice; it can provide a mere lisecond best" choice, so 

labeled; and, practically, it can program the "cheapest" routes. 

Some computers are lmown to recognize the "style" as well as . 
the handwriting of the machine operator and are observed to get 

set to react accordingly. In the world of computer researchers, 

frequent longings are expressed for "more sophisticated" computers, 

somewhat reminiscent of newly-arrived college freshmen at a co-

educational college. Admired for their brilliance, extra intelligent 

machines are rewarded with more storage space. Some machines, 

obviously better endowed than humans, have external as well as 

internal memories. 

Some may also be suspected of artistic leanings, or romantic 

tendencies. A Florida teen.-ager recently made front page news by 

using an inspired computer to produce poetry. He began by feeding 

in a limited vocabulary consisting of 15 nouns, 13 verbs, 13 

prepositions, and 10 adjective phrases. Poetry resulted, such as 

the following: 

"Darkly the peaceful trees crashed, in the serene aunt 
wr&le the heCi.rt heard, the swift moon stopped silently.ll 

Twelve years ago there were fewer than 2 score electronic 

computer machines in the United States. Today there are 16,000 

installations, altogether worth approximately $4 billion. In 

the fascinating new world of computers, the horizons seem unlimited! 
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FEDERAL DOLLARS FOR MEDICAL RESEJ~CH 
HELP KEEP TAXPAYERS HEALTHY 

The Public Health Service (PHS), U. S. Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare, is the Federal agency directly charged 

with protecting and imp~oving the health of the citizens of the 

United States. A primary way of discharging this responsibility is 

in the granting of support for re.earch projects in the health 

sciences. 

A PHS program, designed for this purpose, was besun in 1946 

and has since steadily expanded, To carry it forward for Fiscal 

Year 1963, $492.8 mdllion was appropriated by Congress. Before 

expending these funds, careful review is given to every research 

proposal. Advisory and consultative groups of eminently qualified 

scientists--designated as Study Sections--examine each proposal, so 

assurance is provided that the contemplated research is of importance, 

is efficiently designed in approach to a particular problem, and the 

recipient researcher is capable of accomplishing the mdssion. The 

findings of the Study Sections then are considered by National 

Advisory Councils, whose members subsequently make recommendations 

to the Surgeon General, the Federal official charged with ultimate 

approval or disapproval of an award. 

A standard of excellence hes thus evolved which nonetheless 

has permitted freedom for researchers in their work, with ID£.ldl11l1m 

accountability established for effectiveness in expenditures of 

public funds. 

Under this program, for FY 1963, a total of $430,908,322 in 

research grants was allocated under the National Institutes of Health 

for 15,233 projects. This was allocated as follows: $36,225,179, 

allergy and infectious diseases; $62,020,344, arthritis and metabolic 

diseases; $54,530,138, cancer research; $3,831,190, dental research; 
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$52,1181,540, studies in general medical sciences; $70,960,650, 

research in heart diseases; $49,607,797, mental health studies; 

$43,143,304, neurological diseases and blindness; and $53,390,680, 

research facilities and resources. 

The Bureau of State Services received $18,772,363 for 706 

projects, allocated as follows: $1,655,432, accident prevention; 

$2,875,522, air pollution; $3,993,109, environmental engineering 

and food protection; $3,598,409, ,hospital and medical facilities; 

$1,697,136, occupational health; $1,510,529, radiological health; 

$196,046, Office of Research Development; and $3,246,680, water 

supply and pollution control. 

A total of $1,100,754 was allocated in research grants for 

54 proj.ects in West Virginia, with the University of ltlast Virginia, 

Morgantown, receiving an institution total of 46 grants, aggregating 

$942,441. The University Medical Center had an institution total 

of 3 grants amounting to $41,038. Beckley Memorial Hospital-Niners 

Memorial Hospital Association, Beckley, had an institution total 

of 2 grants at $16,175. Charleston Studies Foundation, Inc., and 

Morris Harvey College, Charleston, each received one institution 

grant, with $91,083 allocated at the former and $3,300 at the lat~er. 

In Wheeling, Wheeling College had an institution total of 1 grant 

at $6,217. 

The largest number of these West Virginia projects dealt 

with research on heart diseases. Others were concentrated in the 

field of arthritic and metabolic diseases, allergies and infectious 

diseases, neurological diseases and blindness, cancer research, 

mental health studies, general medical sciences, water pollution, 

dental research and environmental engineering and food protection. 
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A NEW FRONTIER--CONSErrVATION OF AIR 

The vital necessity for air to bre~the to sustein hum~n life 

is E'. basic fact. What is not ss well-known is the ever-~.ncre~sin3 

need for air to sustain our modern Pmerican technologics1 life. 

l.pproxiIIlCltely one ton of air is required for every tankful of ges 

used by a motor vehicle. A ton of uir occupicv a volume of 25,000 

cubic feet, and one billion gallons of motor fuel are burned in the 

United Sl&tes c.nnu~lly, l'Jitb the result that 640 cubic miles of air 

,::re consumed yea.rly for motor vehicle operations. 

Other fuels utilize comparable amounts of Lir. The burning 

'of one ton of coal (e fosal1 fuel) require. 27,000 pounds of air. 

nurninB £l. gallon of fuel oil requires 90 pOl.mds of air, ,:nd burning 

one pound of naturel gas requires 13 pounds of ~ir. Lltogether, 

3,000 cubic miles of air ere needed ennual1y to meet oxygen 

requirements of the various fossil fuels used in this countxy. 

These combusion processes replace llseble air with potentic:.11y 

harmful pollutants, and the capability of the c:tmosphere to disperse 

c:nd dilute them, particul,.rly in urban ar.eas where people, vellic les, 

and industries tend to cO!lgregate in g:ceutE';r numbers, is str::.ctly 

limited. BecC'..l!se) as another bLSic fact, the supply of £~ir is as 

fixed as supplies of other neturc:.l resources, such 66 coe1, 

petroleum, ur~nium"and w~ter) air as a ?rimL~~ n£turc:l resource is 

bein.g threatened \'lith exhaustion, through pollution. The ever-

increasing use of the c;:tmosphere as a source of oJeygen cnd e 

receptac 1e for w.s.ste p1.4oducts by this Nation, ,;nd othe14 s, is p:rcov~~ng 

cost ly to our economy clud £1 hc:.zard to our nG.t~.onc.l hei..ltb.. 

Nation-wide renearch has established that four major phases 

of the air pol1u.tion problem e)~idt: (1) The amount of air pollution 

resulting from burning of fue:" to heat h:::mds:lnd buildings, a joint 

(l10RE) 
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problem of residential end commercial segments of the populace; 

(2) The emission of solid material into the atmosphere (This burden 

of emission of particulate matter is pri~rily :ndustry1s problem); 

(3) The continuous recirculation of dust (This is a matter of 

exhausting housekeeping concern and a mattez of expense to commercial 

interests as well as homemakers; and, (4) The liinvisible ll 

emiss~ons which come from automotive exhausts, and sulphur discharges 

from burning of fossil fuels (These offer the most bafflSn3 of the 

air-pollutant problems). 

Research has also established that pollution is increasing 

faster than is our population, because our rising standard of 

living results in greater consumption of energy and goods per 

person, and our production and tran8portat~on activ~ties increase 

,on both accounts. Dismaying proof exists as to the many physical 

ailments caused by air pollution, and documented evidence plc..ces 

the economic damage from air pollution at a total of many billions 

of dollars annually. 

Realization by Congre'Ds that the rapid deterioration of the 

quality of cur Lir h~s reached the point at which more effective 

control measures can no longer be postponed resulted in the 

passage of the Clean Air Act during the present session. Th~ 

legislation is planned to protect the Nation's air resources, and, 

hopefully, to encourage cooperative activities by State and 

local governments for control of air pollution, where, inescapably, 

lies the primary responsibility for development and operation of 

control programs. 
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U. S. traffic statistics reveal 41,000 people were killed 

end 1,500,000 injured in 1962--an excess of one death every 13 

minutes or 160 every hour. At current accident rates, of 70 

children born today, 35 will be'injured and 1 killed in traffic 

c:.ccidents. For \lest Vire;inie, 1964 death tolls, as compiled in 

early July, reached 217, characterized by e State law enfo~cement 

officer as I;reaching the proportions of an epidemic. II 

Realizing an average American adult will yearly spend the 

equivalent of eight 40-hour \~ork weelts behind the wheel of a 

car, private organizations, in conjunction with State and Federal 

agencies, have undertaken safety research programs and education 

campaigns to discover methods and devices to make driving safer 

and to reduce the severity of accidents. These participants 

include, among others, the'National Committee on Safety Education, 

imto Industries Highway Safety Commdttee, Imerican Automobile 

Association, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, i..merican 

Hedical Association, General Federation of Women I s Clubs, National 

Riehway Users Conference, Society of Automotive Engineers, and 

the President's Committee for Traffic Safety. 

I .. s a result of resecrch, the instal1at:".on and continu:"l.ng 

use of seat belts is advocated as a foremost device for protection 

of driver and passenger. The U. S. Public Health Service 

unequivocally states thi:~t: the seat belt is the most effective 

means immediately available to bring about dramatic reductions 

in h~ghway accident tolls, and that injuries can be reduced more 

than one-thi~d by using seat belts, which, in emergencies, help 

hold driver and passenger in pl"ce. The restraint lceeps the 

driver at the wheel, help~_ng him to retain car control and reducing 

(MORE) 
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the chance of injury froIn sudden stops. Belts are most effective 

in crashes at moderete speed, and 45 per cent of all fatel 

traffic accidents occur at speeds under 40 I1PH. Thus, a wide 

area exists for immediate reduction in traffic fatalities by 

the instcllation end wearing of seat belts, regardless of the 

slight nuisance in uuckling and unbuckline. Two out of three 

fE.tal trCl.ffic accidents take place within 25 miles of. the drivers' 

residences, so thet buclding se.at belts should be cs automatic 

as turning on an automobile ignition. 

In general, a good seat belt should be made for only one 

person. The asselnbly should withstand a loop load of 5,000 lbs., 

which would restrain a l67-lb. mOl go:.'..ng 30 miles per hour, if 

abruptly stopped. The belt should be et least 2 inches wide, 

should have a quick rele£..se type bucl,le, easily attached and 

adjusted, and should be properly installed, to include firm 

anchorage, fitting comfortably and limiting hip movement to not 

over 4 inches. Lbove ill, it should be !!Q.!.!! .2S all !.iJ1lEls! 

For 1961, the National Safety Council estimc.tes costs of 

motor vehicle injuries and death to be 6.9 million dollars or 

about $90 per registered vehicle. Growing realization of the 

value of seat belts in saving lives and dollars has resulted in 

the e.doption of legislation, requ:t1::.nc these, by the following 

States: Georgia, Indiana, Maryland, l1ichigan, Minnesota, 

l1ississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, 

Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, 

Wisconsin, and the District of Columbia. 
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The current U. S. defense budget represents 10i. of the total 

national output. The total of the Fiscal Year 1964 programs and 

budgets submitted by the services and defense ~gencies amounted to 

$67 billion. National concern for reduction in these heavy costs 

has led to the institution of a bread econ~ program. 

The problem of coping with an intensive cost reduction program, 

while also meeting requirements for top performance, has resulted in 

a greater than ever need for defense contractors who can produce 

quality items, on time, at low cost. IA defense, reliability in 

an absolute necessity. 

Early during our national history, it was realized standards 

must be applied, and requirements as to quality instituted, when 

expending Federal funds. Visual inspection for Federal contracts 

first appeared during the Civil War. By l377, specifications were 

written contaiaing standurds t~t could be determined only by 

laboratory teclmiques. So f~r have these s~fegu~rds advanced that 

in today's labor~tories, as one phase of determining absolute 

reliability, infra-red testing of electronic components and wtlo1e 

circuits is routine. 

Because profit remains, generally, the chief motivation of 

business enterprise, the basic problem is how industry can give 

full value for the Federul dollar with," reducti.on in cost of 

production. One answer is felt to be the plCl.cing of empbcsis on 

value engineering. Indust17 use. interchangeably this term with 

value analysis, value assurance, or value control--ell of which means 

greatest quality at lowest cost. The objective would be to 

guarantee that outstand1ngly effective and economic performance is 

met by higb profits, mediocre performance by mediocre profits, 

(MORE) 
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and poor performance by low profits or losses. Goveranental 

procurement practices are forced to be oriented to reward 

authentic performance and to discourage and penalize substandard 

performance. 

Research and development, test and evaluation, applications 

engineering, and standardization programs are all elements in the 

process of producing quality products. However, the most vital 

element of all remains management's job--that of making things 

happen--to motivate employees to perfo~ their work accurately, 

on schedule, and within costs. Many companies suffer almost unlimited 

Wbj reject, rework, and scrapping costs in meeting requirements for 

delivery of quality products. One way to eliminate this is to 

develop workers to their peak efficiency--to eliminate the human 

tendency to make mistakes. 

One cause of error--Iack of knowledge--can be handled through 

training and on-the-job followup to make certain the worker is 

properly qualified. Another cause--Iack of attention--is the most 

difficult to overcome. It'is a product of the philosophy that 

to err is human '. To motivate personnel to swing toward sustained 

t.tOl' 
accuracy in performance of jobs will result in a progressive improve-

ment in the quality of products. Top management knows to cut costs 

by reducing worker error is the sure way to increase profits. Those 

contractors who place the accent on preventing errors rather than 

depending on later detection of them !!! ~ likely !2 ~ 

selling !2 !h! Federal government in the future. 
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Great publicity is given in the United States to the changes 

in feminine fashions over the years, including the corresponding 

change in the female figure. Some experts say these changes reflect 

the feminine desire to please the American male. Others say it is 

the influence of foreign fashion experts seeking a constant flow 

of l~erican dollars. While these conclusions may be debatable, the 

change in the appearance and quality of meat, the main-stay of the 

American diet, is certainly in response to the joint demands of Mr. 

and Mrs. l~rican Consumer, although recent developments indicate 

it is being paralleled by similar demands in same areas abroad. 

The story of the domestic turkey, and its concentrated breeding 

to furnish more white meat in response to public demand, is well-

known. More recently, the beef industry, in reacting to a similar 

consumer demand, began seeking more practical ways to produce a trim, , , 

high-quality beef carcass at a moderate cost. 

In one pbase of this development, Department of Agriculture 

specialists have begun a beef improvement test program--concentrating 

on producing leaner beef and less wasteful cuts. At a test evaluation 

Center, in the mid-west, animals get ID tags, or weight tickets, 

when they are marketed. Then each carcass or side of beef is examined 

and evaluated in the cooler by an agriculture expert. Ratings ere 

given on the tllickness of fat, color and texture of lean meat~ 

streaks of fat through the lean, and othet' characteristics. This 

report then is provided to agricultural Extension speci&lists ~10 

work with cattle feeders to change the feed or breeding strein of 

their animals to improve quality. 

The ultimate rating of quality--plainly stmoped on meat products 

--is the familiar shield-shaped insignia, denoting U. S. Prime, 
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U. S. Choice, and U. S. Good, as the three top grades, and it shouLd 

not be confused with the stamp following F'ederal inspection 

required of all meat and poultry products sold interstate, or in 

foreign trade, under the Heat Inspection i~t of 1906. Not all 

Federally inspected meat is graded, and the brade, or brand stamp, 

is a reflection of the conformation, finish, and quality of meat, 

whereas Federal inspection pertains to the wholesomeness of meat 

and poultry and is financed by the Federal Government at an annual 

cost, per citizen, of about 15 cents for the meat consumed by each. 

About 30% of all meat sold in the U. S. is marked under Federal 

inspection. 

In addition to meeting the demand of the J~rican consumer for 

trim, high-quality beef carcass at a moderate cost, the steady 

production of such items may re-open an export market. Joint 

promot~on efforts of State and Federal governments resulted in the 

shipment, in July, of 700 head of live U. S. cattle to Europe 

for feeding and slaughter. Valued at approximately $100,000, and 

destined for Genoa, Italy, USDA officials believe it to be the first 

shipment of U. S. feeder cattle to Europe in more than 50 years. 

These cattle were purchased by an Italian exporter at recent 

sales in southeastern States, including Virginia, West Virginia, 

Tennessee, Kentucky, South Carolina, and Georgia, and are grass-fed 

animals of standard grade averaging about 550 Ibs. per head, 

carefully selected to meet European taste for lean cattle. 
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Much of the appeal and charm of the landscape of West Virginia 

is attributable to its native shrubbel~) of which there is a wide 

range and type. Due to the State's very irregular outline, with 

its panhandles and projections, it offers widely varying topographi
o 

cal areas, temperature va~iations (since 1890, from minus 37 in one 

reading at Lewisburg to 112
0 

at Martinsburg and Moorefield), 

and extreme fluctuations in amounts of rainfall and snow. 

As a result, botanical explorers have always found West 

Virginia to be a "Happy Hunting Ground. II It is now believed to have 

been thoroughly e~t:plored botanically, and the record of the findings 

can best be seen in the Herbarium at \-Jest Virginia University. 

West Virginia is variously listed among northern, western, 

southern, and eastern States. Nowhere would such a wide choice 

of listings be more apropos ~han in application ~o its plant life. 

Northern plcnts such as oak fern, prickly rose, dwerf cornel, 

Allegheny menziesia, and twinflower are found in colder, mountainous 

areas. Bog Rosemary is found in Pocahontas County, the southern-

most location in which it is known. 

Species common on the Costal plains,and found in some areas 

of the Appalachian mountains, include bunchflower, OceanorlJs, felse 

aloe, l~erican mistletoe, butterflypea, pencilflower, passion-

flower) woolly Hudsonia, f·leadow-beauty, Bartonia, and Wood Ticksca. 

Other eastern species include hoptree, fringetree, silver-belt tree, 

and Canby's mountain lover. 

At home in the Appalachian upland and contributing to its 

rich cover, are skunk cabbage, blazing star, colicroot, lizard's 

tail, mayapple, blue cohosh, magnolia, witch hazel and lopseed. 

Southern shrubs :nclude cane, trumpet climber, and cross-vine. 
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Loss of forest cover) as ~ result of agricultural encroachments, has 

created art::'fic:Lal IIp'l:'£~~~.:; .. <.e" condii:l.ons, so that some mid-western 

plcmts have migrated, inc J.uding certidn grasses and milkweeds, such 

as triple-awn and ~ntelope horn. Protection of West V:trginia 

forests from fire and other damage has been highly beneficial to 

the plant growth in recent years. 

Names in Hest Virgin::'a are in many instences derived from 

its plents, shrubs) end flm'lers, In the smilmc family, the green

brier shrub has given its name to many topographical features, such 

as Greenbrier :Hounta::"n and Greenbrier River. Ronceverte is French 

for greenbrier. This woody vine is found throughout the State 

but most thickly in damper, swampy areas. Leatherwood--lol<l, 

rounded shrubs with soft, brittle wood but a tough bark--was used 

by Indians for thongs, cordage, and basketry and its name has been 

u~ed to label a number of geographic spots. 

Laurel has given its name to more than 250 geographic features 

in West Virginia. hnerican laurels are among the most beautiful of 

cultivated shrubs and are found throughout most of the State. 

B1.aclcberry City obviously was named for the ber'ry shrub, and more 

than 50 species are found in thickets in Hest Virgini.a. Cranberry 

Glades, Pocahontas County, is one of several spots deriving its 

neme from the shrub of similar name. Paw Paw, in Morgan County, 

is believed to have acquired its name from the tree-shrubs of that 

name, found in heavy amounts in the area. 

No discussion of shrubbery in {-lest Virginia would be complete 

without inclusion of the rhododendron, the bearer of our State 

flower, Found in seven species within our State borders, it is 

classed high among the most beautiful flowering shrubs in the world. 
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Philatelists collecting United States stamps are, perhaps 

unknowingly, also majoring in American history, for }~rican stamps 

portray graphically our American culture, National progress, famous 

people, and scenic wonders. 

Adhesive postage stamps were first adopted for use by the Post 

Office Department in 1347, with the earlier postage squares being 

manufactured by private firms. While records are available on 

specifications as to stamp size and legend, no records are available 

on the flavor of the glue used, a subject of much acrimonious 

comment over the years. After July 1, 1894, the responsibility for 

printing of stamps was allocated by the Federal Government to the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Department of the Treasury, with 

the exception of the Overrun Countries Commemoration Stamps issue 

of 1943-44. This series,' comprised of 13 stamps, was issued in 

tribute to Poland, Czechoslovakia, Norway, LUJcembourg, Netherlands, 

Belgium, France, Greece, Yugoslavia, Albania, Alwtria, Denmark, 

and I<Orea, which were overrun and occupied by the Axis powers 

during World War II. A contract was awarded to the American Bank 

Note Company, New York, to print these stamps on its special 

multicolor printing equipment. 

Our il.merican wars, battles, and heroes have been innnemorialized 

on postage stamps. There is a Philippines Commemorative Stamp, 

honoring the defenders of Corregidor, a Civil ~Jar Jeries, and an 

Iwo Jima stamp. The battles of Braddock, Brooklyn, Fallen Timbers, 

White Plains, Bunker Hill, Monmouth, Gettysburg, Shiloh, and the 

Alamo are commemorated. \Var heroes--Farra.gut, Grant, Houston, 

Stonewall Jackson, John Paul Jones, Lafayette, Koschiusko, Robert 

E. Lee, Nolly Pitcher, Pershing, Perry, Patton, Oglethorpe, 
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Pulaski. Rochambeau, Scott, Sheridan, Sherman, Von Steuben, and 

Anthony Wayne--are recognized. Forts Bliss, Dearborn, Duquesne, 

Kearney, Sackville, Sumter, and Ticonderoga are provided recognition. 

Patriots and Presidents are portrayed, with George Washington, 

Benjamin Franklin, Andrew Jackson, and Abraham Lincoln being 

issued and re-issued. The branches of the Armed Fcrces are honored, 

as are the amphitheater at Arlington, the Grand A~ of the 

Republic, the Minute Man, Confederate Veterans, Freedom, the 
. 

Indian, Merchant Marine, Rough Riders, the Emancipation of the 

Slave, and the United Nations. 

The Post Office Department has acted to give prominence to 

its own activities and progress, issuing stamps to commemorate 

the automated post office, the city carTier, the post rider, post 

office clerk, railway postal clerk, and the rural carrier. In 

'1947, it issued a stamp to mark 100 years of stamp issuance since 

1847. 

Bankers, doctors, cattle in storm, the automobile, Future 

Farmers of America, American Women, Labor Day, ships, flags, 

farming, Scouts, Gold Star mothers, the Grand Canyon, Alliance for 

Progress, baseball, the B & 0 Railroad, artie explorations, canals, 

the Capitol, forest conservation, the Golden Gate, the Gutenberg 

Bible, malaria er~dication, the Liberty Bell, the Mayflower, 

motion pictures, the NRh, nursing, New York World's Fair, Pocahontas, 

petroleum, poultry, religious freedom, Statute of Liberty, Swedish 

Pioneer, the Unknown Soldier's Tomb, Workmen's Compensation Law, 

the whooping crane, and Sun Yat-Sen are all subjects of stamp 

issuance. 

Many States are honored, with West Virginia having a Centennial 

stamp issued in 1963. Most graphically, as a mirror of the 

changing times, the Post Office Department, which once honored the 

Pony Express with a stamp issue, now has issued one to Atoms for 

Peace and another to our American Echo I, the world's first 

communication satellite, placed in orbit around the earth in 1960. 
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HOH TO BECOME PRES IDENT 

There is no guaranteed formula for becoming President of the 

United States; however, a review of biographies of our 36 American 

Presidents reveals some factors which would appear to affect an 

office seeker's chances. 

An aspirant to the Presidency apparently must be able to 

receive a preponderance of the votes in New York State. In modern 

times, only four men have succeeded in winning the Presidency 

without carrying Hew Yorlq Grant (1068); Hayes (1876); l-111son (1916); 

and Truman (1948). 

It would also apparently help to be born in Virginia) Ohio) 

New York, Hassachusetts, North Carolina, Vermont, or Te,tas. 

Virginia has given eight Presidents to the United States: 

George \Jashington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, 

William Henry Harrison, Joh~ T)ler, Zachary Taylor, and Woodrow , 

Hilson. Seven Ohioans have reached the Uhite House: Ulysses S. 

Grant, Rutherford B. llayes, James Garfield, Benjamin Harrison, 

William HcKin1ey, vlilliam Howard Taft, and \larren G. Harding. 

Four Presidents were born in New York: Martin Van Buren, Millard 

Fillmore, Theodore Roosevelt, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Three 

Chief Executives had their birthplace in Massachusetts: John Adams, 

John Quincy Adams, and John F. Kennedy. North Carolina is 

represented by two Presidents: James K. Polk and Andrew Johnson; 

Vermont by two: Calvin Coolidge and Chester A. Arthur; and Texas 

by t\'lO: Dwight D. Eisenhower and Lyndon B. Johnson. 

It is evidently almost a necessity that the President be 

married, or, if not married, be matrimonially-minded enough to 

marry while in the lrlhite House. Our country has had only one 

bachelor President, James Buchanan. It is not necessary that a 

HOlte 
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Presidential aspirant llave children, but it would seem to be a 

favorable attribute. Only five Presidents have had no children: 

\'Jashington, Hadison, Jaclr.son, Buchanan, and Polk. 

Being related to a former President would appear to be 

helpful. John Quincy Adams was the son of John Adams. Benjamin 

Harrison was the grandson of vJilliam Henry Harrison; Zachary 

Taylor was James Hadison's second cousin; Theodore and Franklin D. 

Roosevelt were fifth cousins. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the 

only President to be elected fo~ four terms, has a genealogy 

showing relationship to eleven former Presidents, five by blood and 

six by his marriage to Eleanor P~oseve1t. 

Not being a college graduate has not prevented candidates 

from securing Presidential election. Nine Chief Executives did 

not attend college: ~!ashington, Jackson, Van Buren, Taylor, 

Fillmore, Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, Cleveland, and Truman. However, 

all of these are lmo't-Jn to have pursued lengthy s~dies to secure 

educational advancement. 

Conversely, being a graduate of an Ivy League College appears 
, 

advantageous: Five Presidents graduated from Harvard: John 

Adams, John Quincy Adams, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

and John F. l~nnedy. Two went to Princeton: Woodrow Wilson and 

James liadison. One to Yale: Hi1liam Howard Taft. 

The surest avenue io running for the Presidency appears to be 

through election and service in the Congress. Twenty-four 

Presidents have so served prior to winning the coveted office of 

President of the United States. Others l'lere Governors or Cabinet 

members, except four victorious Generals in our Country's Armed 

Forces: Generals Taylor, Arthur, Grant, and Eisenhower. 

As a challenge to patriotic Hest Virginians, no President or 

Vice President has yet been a citizen of the Hountain State by birth 

or voting registration. 
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DONIT TAKE YOUR :HONEY FOR Gr~NTED 

From the earliest days of recorded history, man.has needed a 

medium of exchange. During the Trojan War (900 B.C o ), 100 oxen 

were excbangeable for a suit of golden armor. In Biblical days, 

wealth was measured in flocks and herds; metals were used for money 

in ancient Egypt; the American Indian used warnpuDl and tobacco, 

salt, grain, and fur pelts were used for trading in our original 

Thirteen Colonies. 

In 2100 B. C., cubes of gold "'Jere monete::cy units in China. By 

1300 A. D., when Herco Polo visited Chine, paper money, printed on 

mulberry peper, w£s in use in the court of Kubla lilian, with counter-

feiting punishable by beheading of culprits. Usage of paper money 

in Europe and Asie grew out of the need for protection--to guarantee 

safety of precious metals from robbers. 

Following the llevolutionery War, there was in circuletion in . , 

our fledgling country Engl~sh shillings, French louisdors, Spanish 

doubleons, and sundry other units of money. Such confusion 

developed in trade marts that the ensuing demands on the Continental 

Congress for a stable monetary system resulted in adoption of the 

dollar as our money unit and the decimal system for reckoning. By 

1793, the U. S. monetary system was firmly established and the U. S. 

Mint began coining money at Philadelphia. The first coins included 

gold eagles (valued at $10), half eagles, and quarter eagles; 

silver dollars, half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes and half 

dimes; and copper cents and half cents. 

Some additions and withdrawals in pieces have occurred since 

then. The 5-cent piece (nickel) was introduced in 1866 and is still 

used; however, the two U. S. Mints now operating--one in Denver, 

Colorado, the other in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania--no longer isslle 

U. S. gold coins. 
MORE 
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The original peper moneys issued by the U. S. Government during 

the Civil War were non-interest-beering Treasury notes in 

denominatiotlS of $5, $lO, and $20. Later, other denominetions 

were added to our ligreenbacksli.. Previously, .Americen paper money 

had been bank notes, not Federally-isBued currency. 

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Department of the 

Treasury, produces the paper currency and securities of the U. S., 

with the Secret Service Division charged with suppression of 

counterfeiting. Interestingly, Emperor Nero of Rome is recorded 

as the first major counterfeiter o In the U. S., counterfeiting has 

become a mejor crime, with many persons caught and convicted each 

year. Treasury officials caution that the best defense against 

receiving counterfeit money is to know your money, to become familiar 

w~th the worltmanship on dollars of various denominations, especially 

the portraits. Washington appears on all $l bills; Jefferson on $2 

bills; Lincoln, $5 bills; Hamilton, $10 bills; Jackson, $20 bills; 

Grant, $50 bills; Franklin, $100 bills; NcKinley, $500 bills. For 

the truly \17eelthy, it would' be well to 1m ow that: Pres~dent Clevelc:.nd 

appears on ,-11 $1,000 bills and PresIdent M6dison on £011 $5,000 

bills. The face of ~,-lmon P. Chase, Secretary of the Treesu~~ 

during the Civil W~r, is reproduced on $10,000 bills. 

In handling money. a brief, but careful, scrutiny of each bill 

will afford £;n increesed measure of protection from counterfeiters. 

-30-



--
From the Office of United Jtates Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senete Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Vo lume IV - - Humllet· 3 G 

BYRD • S EYE VIE~l 
A Public Service Column by 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

3eptember 11, 1964 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY INCREASES 

I10re than a half million juvenile delinquency cases were 

handled by juvenile courts in the United States in 1962, with a 

reported total of 555,000 cases. However, because some juveniles 

were involved in more than one case, the total number of children 

involved was 478,000, representing 1.8 percent of all children 

aged 10 through 17 years in the country. 

The year 1962 showed a 10 percent increase in delinquency 

cases over the previous year, while the child population, 10 through 

17 years, increased only 3-1/2 percent. This upward trend, noted 

every year beginning with 1949, continues; and, as in every year 

in the past decade, the increase exceeds the increase in population. 

Federal authorities charged with determining factors causing 

the 1962 sizeable increase have found that the high birth rates 

during the latter 1940's are now swelling the ranks of 15- and 

l6-year olds, the ages at which the majority of juveniles contribute 

most to the volume of delinquency. 

The pattern of our decrease in U,S. rural life, as contrasted 

to our increasing urbanization, may be considered as a factor, 

although the rural courts are experiencing a greater increase in 

the number of delinquency cases handled than are the urb",n courts. 

TIle pattern was noted prior to 1960 of delinquency cases increasing 

faster in rural areas than elsewhere. 

As divided between boys and girls, the percentage increases 

for 1961 and 1962 were the same for both sexes, with delinquency 

continuing to be primarily a boys· problem, Courts note that 

boys are referred four times as often as girls and that boys are 

referred generally for ve~, different reasons then are girls. More 

than half tho offenses co~itted by girls were for conduct 

MORE 
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characterized c.s juven:~ 1e misbehr.vior 8.!'ld W'Gl:'e not for conduct 

ordinarily considered a crime. These included runaway, truancy, 

curfew, and ungovernable behavior. Only 20 percent of the boys 

were involved in offenses of this nature, while about 50 percent 

of the boys were referred to the courts for offenses against 

property--larceny, auto theft, vandalism, robbery, end burglary. 

Less than 20 percent of the girls were involved in such cases. 

Forcible rape represented 'only two-tenths of one percent of 

the offenses officially charged against boys, with other sax 

offenses reported totaling 2.5 percent. Sex offenses by girls 

were the basis for court action in almost 10 percent of the total 

cases coming to juvenile courts. Drunkenness in boys and girls 

was noted as increasing, with 2.5 percent of the charges against 

boys resulting from this cause and 2.1 percent against girls. 

In addition to the 555,000 juvenile delinquency cases, about 

312,000 traffic cases were disposed of by juvenile courts in 

1962, an increase over previous years. In many communities, 
, 

these courts do not have authority over traffic offenses, so that 

the actual total of traffic offenses among juveniles is considerably 

higher. 

Some of the statistics on juvenile delinquency for \~est 

Virginia cover those from Cabell County, including Huntington--

showing 182 officially handled ceses in 1962--and Kanawha County, 

including Charleston--sholh"ing 768 cases official.1y handled. Among 

53 small courts elsewhe',t'e in the State, 1,833 juvenile delinquency 

cases were band1ed. 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 

September--traditional back-to-schoo1 month--provides an 

edvantDgeous point et which to examine the educational state of the 

Union. 

Hore than 4 million boys and girls are believed to be entering 

th~ first grade this September, a slight increase over 1963. The 

number of children reeching c:ge si~~ in time to enroll for SeptemiJer 

school entrance has increased by several thousend each year (during 

recent years) from 3.9 million in 1960 to 4.1 million this year; 

and it is expected thet the annuel crop of school beginners will 

continue to grow for at lee.st another thl:'ee yeers) possibly 

reeching 4.2 mi.l1ion by 1967. 

The over-ell school enrollment has also shown a steady rise 

since 1960. In September, 1963, 50.4 million persons were enrolled--

a 3~2 percent increase ove1: the 43.9 mi Ilion enroi led in 1962 and 

a 66 percent increase over the 30.3 million enrolled in 1950. 

Enrollment rates were about the same for boys and girls through age 

15. hnong 16- end l7-year olds, a slightly higher percentage of 

boys then girls attended school, and at age 13 end over, the percent 

enrolled was substant:tally higher emong males than females. 

Based on present trends, in September 1973 approximately 54 

million students will enroll in public and private elementary and 

secondary schools. This is 7.1 million more then in 1963. Eight 

million students will enter colleges and universities--nearly double 

the 4.5 million enrolled in 1963. And there still is not expected to 

be enough teachers, although rrobably 2.2 million teache.rs will be 

instructing students in public and priVate element2ry and secondary 

schools--a probable increase of 375~OOO. 

And it will cost more money--a $9.7 billion increase for 
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elementary and secondery schools over the 1963 cost of $23.3 billion. 

Also, a probable $7.2 billion will be spent on colleges and 

universities above the $9.3 billion so spent in 1963. (This is, of 

course, predicated on the 1953 value of the dollar.) 

This predicted total of 62 million students in schools and 

colleges 10 years hence is indicative of a nearly 00 percent increase 

in enrollments since 1953. Ten years ago, there were 6.3 million 

students in high schools and co\leges. Ten years from now, it is 

believed 16 million youths will be in high schools and 3 million 

in colleges. 

Of this projected number, an estimated 46.3 million of the 

54 million will be in public schools. 

For those students mature enough to be interested in the future 

financial gains from lonGer, more thorough education, it is worth

while to note that statistics show that in 1961 males 25 to 64 who 

had completed elementary school had an average yearly income of 

$4,750; those who had completed high school, $6,102; and those with 

4 years or more of college" $9,530. 
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POLLS, SURVEYS, FORECASTS, AND 
PROGNOSTICATIONS 

In going about its business as fact finder and record keeper 

for the Nation, the Census Bureau will conduct 37 surveys, 70 

censuses requested by comm~nities, and a national census of 

agriculture during the latter p~rtion of 1964, these in addition 

to its many regularly scheduled surveys, Actions as a result of 

the findings will play an effective part in our f~erican national 

life. 

But, pre-emptively, as the first week of November and the 1964 

national election approaches, pollsters, fact finders, and prog-

'nosticators in ever increasing numbers, will be descending on the 

American public. 

Mr. Average I~erican Citizen and his spouse will be questioned, 

sampled, sounded out, grouped, listed, forewarned, appeeled to, 

exhorted, counted, ruled out, and reported on. Equally important, 

Mr. and Brs. American Voter will be swamped \-lith attention, because 

he and she are ones of a select group whose opinions reelly count--

they cast ballots. In the 1960 Presidential election, only 63.8 

percent of the U. S. civilians of voting age cast their ballots. 

In all 50 states, it will become routine to pick up a newspaper 

showing headlines such as: "Survey Shows GOP Grip on Hidwest 

Growing Stronger; II or "Poll Shows Trend in 14 Wef)tern States for 

Democratic Candidate." Such articles will possibly be credited 

to a national poll-te.ldng bureau, or to a newspaper syndicate. 

Many candidates heve their own privately-hired pollsters. 

Others, remembering how polls have gone awry in the past, \,lill 

be too skeptical to accept polls CI.t face value. 

For those who are not satisfied with private polls, newspaper 

surveys, TV forecasts, 01' whatever, but who wish to hElve some 
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inkling of the future, there ere the stars always available for 

consultation. Over 5,000 professional star-gezers and myriad 

moon-lighting part-timers are scurrying to meet demands for 

personal horoscopes on e regular basis. M,ny of these will try 

to make 1964 a bonanza year by competing with regular political 

forecasters to provide prognostications on political races now 

being run. 

Other star-oriented forecasters have chosen to ignore the 

political arena and continue to concentrate on predicting sports 

winners or reporting solemnly on the gyrations of the stock mc:::rket. 

Whatever the action--serving as a planetary pundit, taking a 

poll, making e survey, presenting a forecast, or announcing a 

prognostication--it is based on the very humen desire of Americans 

to know what may happen in this great land and on the wish of 

'each citizen to act or recct safely and surely as major events 

occur. 
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FOR THE l.J\DIES 

Agencies of the Federal Government, apparently well aware 

of the tremendous force exercised by the distaff half of the 

American populace, have undertaken to publicize facts and statistics 

of special interest to the ladies. 

For example, the Bureau of the Census reports over twice 

as meny women's shoes as men's shoes are produced in the United 

States. 

The Department of Commerce states that to help lceep milady 

beautiful, electric hairdryer makers sold 1.5 million of their 

'bonnet-type dryers last year, so that beehive hairsets could be 

coifed to perfection--19 percent more dryers having been bought 

in 1963 than in 1962. 

The Food and Drug Administration officials at the Department 

of Health, Education, and Welfare assert that they ere taking 

action to protect madame's health as well as her beauty by setting 

official requirements 6S to color additive mixtures used in 

coametics. The regulations are to cover lipstick, rouge, eye 

make-up, and any other article that applies color to the body. 

And in a long, long-range effort to cheer the female 

consumer, a Federal publication says that to freshen up the 

J~erican woman's winter wardrobe in January, $216 million worth 

of coats, suits, dresses, skirts, and blouses wILL be shipped 

by manufacturers--l2 percent more than in January, 1964. 

As another cheering forecast, a new kind of detergent 

is expected to be marketed in 1965. For background as to the 

merits of this statement, detergents, which heve been a special 

boon to the housewife in her l~undering and cleaning, have become 
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troublesome in sewage disposal systems, so that "soft li detergents 
\ 

are now being developed to replace the old 'llard" detergents. 
II 

The softies" are expected to be on the market next year, so that 

the homemaker can continue her use of detergent cleanser to remove 

soil and dirt without a -'backlash" of non-broken-down hard 

detergents, 

American florists, wishing to attract the feminine eye in 

greater measure, and thus to expand the floral market, have 

conducted a national mail survey which provided findings to be used 

as a basis for industry expansion and development of new markets 

for floral products. If all goes well. the tired businessman 

can come home to a flower-filled dwelling without feeling too 

financially over-burdened to enjoy the increased charm of his 

surroundings. 
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::Ichool Lunches 

The week of October 11 has been designated as Nationnl School 

Lunch weel", es decreed by the Congress, in an effort to gcdn 

recogpition for the work of the National School Lunch Program. 

Eowever, any weele during the current schoo 1 year cou Id have been so 

designated, equally as nppropriately. Every school day during each 

school week, one-third of the Nation's school children line up at 

noon to eat lunches provided through the National School Lunch 

Progrem. Under it, for the 1964-1965 school year, it is estimated 

thLt almost 3 billion lunches will be consumed by school children. 

As early as 1053, lipenny lunch programs ll were being operated 

on a locel basis in areas of the United States; ho'tlever, the 

depression of the 1930's brought the Federal Government into the 

operation in an effort to provide wholesome, nutritional daily 

lunches to school children on a National basis. The nutritional 

values, the success of the operation, and obvious continued need 

led to the passage of the National School Lunch Act in 1946. 

Federal funds are apportioned, under the provisions of this Act, 

among the States to reimburse schools for e"penditures for food. 

The amount going to each Stnte is determined on the basis of 

two factors: (1) school lunch participation in the State, and 

(2) per capita income for the ~t8te. Federal funds used in a State 

for reimbursing schools must be mntched with funds from sources 

within the State, including State and locally appropriated funds, 

children's payments, donated services and goods, etc., at the rate 

of three dollars for each Federal dollar. 

Approximntely 30 percent of the food used in the Gehool Lunch 

Program is purchased by participating schools on the local market. 

(HORE) 
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However, the U. S. Department of Agriculture is authorized to 

buy end distribute foods to schools participeting in the Progrem. 

T1~ese foods generally include frozen and canned meat and poultry 

iterns and e veriety of canned fruits and vegete.bles particularly 

well suited to children's needs. 

In anticipation of the requirement for enormous stores of 

groceries to fulfill its commitment to furnish 20 percent of the 

foods necessary under the Progrem,the Department of Agriculture 

began in mid-summer to mdce bulk food purchases ear-marked for the 

School Lunch Program. Some of its purchases are as follows: 

On July 20, the Department bought 2,330,000 Ibs. of young 

chickens; July 24--315,000 Ibs. of canned chicken; August 3--630,000 

cases of canned red tart pitted cherries (approximately 5~ servings 

per child participating in the program); August 6--157,500 Ibs. of 

canned chicken and 9.5 million Ibs. of beef; August 14--2,610,000 

lbs. of frozen cut-up chickens and 2,475,000 Ibs. of fresh-frozen 

turkeys; August 18--362,100 cases of six No. 10 size Cens of green 

beans; August 20--2,460,000 1bs. of frozen cut-up chicken; 210,000 . 
Ibs. of canned chicken; and 672,350 cases of U. S. Choice Grade 

canned freestone and clingstone peaches; August 21--4,lGO,000 Ibs. 

frozen turkeys; September 17--2,250,000 lbs. of frozen cut-up 

chickens and 365,073 cases of peanut butter. (weighing 15,059,261 

Ibs.); and on September 24--317,200 cases of 6 No. 10 size cans 

of sweet potatoes. 

Parents who wonder if their hungry children can ever be fed 

to satiety can be sure they hc:.ve L pc,rtner C.t school-lunch t::"me-·· 

Uncle Sam--through the provisions of the lJetionel School Lunch 

Act of 1946. 
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Voting 

October 16. 1964 

On November 3, there will be approximately 114 million people 

of voting age in the United States with another half million 

overseas in the Armed Forces, a total increase of 5 million over 

the 1960 figure. 

This total of 114 million is much larger than the actual 

number of eligible voters, because of the inclusion of 3 million 

aliens, unable to vote, in addition to those not meeting State 

requirements, such as registration and length of residence. 

Voting age is 21 years in 46 of the Stetes of the Union and 

the District of Columbia; 20 in Hawaii; 19 in Alaska; end 10 in 

Georgia and Kentucl~. Of the 114 million total, 55 million are 

men and 59 million, women; 102 million are white and 12 million 

are nonwhite. 

In the 1960 Presidential election, when 59 'million votes were 

cast, 63.3 percent of the U. S. civilians of voting age cast their 

ballots. A similer percentage voting on November 3, 1964, would 

produce a vote of nearly 72 million. 

In the 1960 election, Id&10 was the leading State in percentage 

of residents voting, with 79.7 percent. New Hampshire, North 

Dakota, and Utah, all hed voting records of more than 78 percent. 

West Virginia had a voting population in 1960 of 1,076,000, of 

which 77.9 percent cast a vote for the Presidency. This year, 

statistics indicate that the total West Virginia popUlation of 

voting age has dropped a fraction to 1,053,000, one of three States 

in the United 3tates with e reported reduction in voting populace. 

TIle other two such States are Pennsylvania end Iowa. 

Efforts are being made at many levels, Nation-wide, to get 

out the vote--wisely so--with emphasis on the importance of each 
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individual vote. Statistics as to the importcnce of lijust one" 

vote are startling. Examples include Charles I of England, who 

was beheaded in 1649 after a Tribunal of judges voted 60 to 67; 

Oliver Cromwell, who won control of England in 1645 after Parliement 

voted 91 to 90; J~drew Johnson, our President who escaped 

impeachment in 1066 by one Senator's vote; and Thomas Jefferson, 

who was elected President in lSOO--after an electoral tie with 

Aaron Burr threw the election into the jurisdiction of the Congress, 

which cast a one-vote majority in Jefferson's favor. Also, 

Rutherford B. llayes wes elected President in 1376, based on 105 

electoral votes to 134; and Adolf Hitler wes elected Nazi leader 

in a Munich beer hell in 1923 by a one-vote majority. 

Of special interest, by just one vote in Congress was English 

kept as our Netional language. During the J\merican Revolution, 

because of intense anti-British feeling, a bill was introduced in 

Congress which would have replaced it wlth German. The measure 

was narrowly defeated by one vote. And, because one U. S. Senator 

in 1345 changed his mind in casting a vote to permit the entrance 

of the State of Telcas to the Union, the Lone Dtar State became one 

of the United States. 

The inescapable conclusion--one vote counts--every vote counts. 
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Whet do you actually know ebout the Arnericen family--of its 

place in our economy? 

In about three ye~rs, it is anticipeted the U. S. will be a 
. 

Nation of over 200 million people. Within the next year, forecasts 

indicate 4.3 million babies will be born and 1.8 million persons 

will die. 

Although the "age-at-marriage" pattern is now more akin to 

the Asiatic than the European, because so many Americans are 

marrying while still in their teens, the size of the individual 

American family is not increasing. Presently, the U. S. households 

number almost 5.6 million, with the average household including 

3.33 persons. While the average American family is no larger than 

it was a decade ago, the proportion of childless couples has 

declined. The proportion of elderly relatives living in has declined, 

also. 

Despite the fact that most people have relatives in three or 

more generations, the 1960 Census found that 30 percent of all U. S. 

families sharing a dwelling were composed of only a married couple 

with or without children, or a parent with children. An increasing 

portion of adults live alone as one-person families, due in large 

measure to the fact that there are todey nearly 13 million older 

J~ericans, ranging from those just reaching 65 to approximately 

12,000 who have pe.ssed their lOOth birthday. 

Laborers in t he lower income and education br£lck.ets apparent ly 

continue to have the largest families--headed by those in the lumber 

industry, farm leborers, and coal miners--everaging between 4 ~nd 

5 persons per fe.mily. Th:~s contrasted with the size of fll.milies 

headed by profession&l. or tecbn:':'ce.l workers, which Wf~S about the 

____ .u,.,.j6~, __ ~_~ ....... "'-..... ,·.....;.....·, .... ·~ ............. ~····~_·· .~-
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National average or lower. 

Noticeably, sons tend to follow their fathers' occupations • 

Twenty-three percent of f~erican men 25 to 64 years old had 

occupations in 1962 in the same classification 8S their fathers. 

The proportion of manless households in the U. S. h~s increLsed 

50 percent since 1900, end a fourth of the women with children, 

who head many of these families, have annual incomes of under $1,000. 

By contrast, about 2.3 million wives inthe U. S. have lnrger • 

incomes than their husbE.nds, or E.ny other member of their femilies, 

epproximeting 6 percent of all husband-wife families. 

American families ~re becoming more suburben-oriented. ~uburbs 

of the fifteen lergest metropolitan arees grew three times as fnst 

as central cities four to one; and, whereas in 1930 farm families 

comprised 25 percent of the total population, this figure 

declined to 7 percent in 1963. 

And, interestingly, J.IDlericen families are tlnew-car conscious." 

It is forecasted that, for 1964, 1 in 12 households will acquire e 

new car, an increase from 1963 when 1 in 13 hoqseho1ders became 

new-car owners, 
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FOOD IN THE NEVIS 

Food and potebles to accompany food have a built-in attraction 

for our national ne~/S ~edia. Americans, as the best fed people in 

the world, are kept. constantly current on what is new on the food 

front. 

As an exemple, mcrket reports show that the usage of the humble 

Irish potato reached an all-time U. S. high in 1963, with 208.6 

million hundredweight (cwt.) going to fresh market and food processors 

as compared to 205.6 million cwt. in 1962. 

Inventor~es of green coffee in the U. S. totaled 4,216,000 bags 

on June 30, 1964--waiting to be roasted prior to soluble use by 

American coffee drinkers at I<aff~Klatches, dinner tables, or office 

desks. This, too, represents an increase in consumption over that 

of 1963, possibly due to the popularity of coffee hours to benefit 

political candidates during this election year. 

To meet demnnds by Americans for exotic foods, imports of 

cashew nuts from India ere being stepped up. That country, the 

source of virtually all imports of cashews, grows only small quanti-

ties. Wily Indian merchants import the raw nuts from Africa, have 

them shelled by hand, ejd re-export the edible product to the United 

States. 

American melon-fanciers are being advised by fruit de~lers th~t 

the theory has been exploded that good melons can be judged by 

poking the ends, by thumping them, or by shaking or rattling the 

melons for sound. The only sure way (so it is stated) to get a 

good melon is by smell and sight--if it looks good and smells good, 

it should taste good. 

For snacks, the American dieter is turning more often to fresh 

Italian prunes and purple plums, grown not in Italy, but in the 

\II. 
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western United States. Also in the fruit lime-light, the Dep~rtment 

of Agriculture stetes that cranberry producers will harvest a 

bumper crop, expected to approximate 1,293,700 barrels. 

1964 has been a good year, too, for cherries, so thet pie 

eaters should helve frequent access to pastries made with the red, 

tart pitted fruit. 

For gourmets desiring unusual dinner teble entrees, the 

Department of Interior has offered for sale this year 220 live 

buffaloes, 89 elks, and 91 longhorn. Buffalo will sell for $200 

eech on the hoof, end $220 to $205 per carcass, depending on the 

processing, with helves and quarters aVLilable, if preferred. 

Sho~ld the price seem high, the consumer could console himself with 

the thought of the possible cost of such delicacies in Russia. As 

an exemple of the food prices there, one Ruseian eg& retails for the 

Russian equivalent of thirty American cents. 

Other food items with a foreign flevor include the announcement 

that U. S. roast beef sandwiches made a hit at the recent Inter

national Food Fair in He.mburg, Germany, w::th barbecued chicken and 

turkey as close competitors. French fried potatoes cooked in U. S. 

soya oil were immensely popular with fair goers, too, with semples 

being dispensed at the rate of 1,000 per hour. 

l.nd as the piece .d.~ .~~.istence of recent food news, government 

resec:rcheL"s hLve ennounced the discovery of "n explosive puffing 

process which produces instant applesauce. 
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Commemor~tive PhotogrLphs 

Veterans' Day, November 11, is best remembered by m£ny 

i.Jllericans cs Armistice Dey. Origin,.lly estc:blished £is £.. dey to 

commemorote cessc:tion of hostilities in World l~cr I, it is now 

designated as Veterans' Day in honor of all who fought in wars of 

defense of our Country. 

It affords a suitable opportunity to bring to the attention 

of the American public a program, unique in character, administered 

by the American Battle Monuments Commission. Through action by 

the Congress to provide funds, the Commission will now furnish free 

of charge, upon request by the next of kin of l.Jllerican service 

personnel buried in American cemeteries abroad, one 13x17 aerial 

lithograph, in color, of the appropriate cemetery end memorial 

where the particular serviceman is buried. Al~o, it will furnish 

one 3x5 black and white close-up photograph of the particular grave-

site and headstone, with the smaller photograph mounted in the 

corner of the larger one. In the case of the ''Missing'', a close-up 

photograph of the memorial wall, showing the section where the 

individual serviceman's name is inscribed, is furnished. 

Additionally, families of servicemen buried in any of the 

cemeteries abroad, under the authority of the Commission, can request 

and receive maps end directions to assist them in reaching the 

cemetery and grave-site with ease should e trip be undertelcen to 

visit the last resting place of a loved one Idlled in battle and 

interred abroad. For such trips, a token fee of only $1 for each 

passport is charged by the State Department r~ther than the normal 

$10 fee charged for such service. 

As the major part of its unique mission, the Battle Monuments 

Commission is responsible for the operation and maintenance of 
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military cemete'ries end memorie.ls built by the U. S. Government on 

foreign soil, f!S well as certain monuments on American soil. It 

has no part in the construction, operation, or maintenence of 

cemeteries in the U. S. or its possessions. After \'Jorld Ue,r I ~ the 

Commission erected a memorial chepel in eech of the 8 military 

cemeteries established in Europe by the Wr.r Department. These 

were Aisne-Marne, Belleau, France; Brool~ood, England; Flenders 

Field, vTe.regem, Belgium; Heuse-Argonne, Rome.gne, France; Oise-Aisne, 

Fere, Fr.ance; St. ~1ihiel, Thiaucourt, France; Somme, Bony, FrE-nce; 

Suresnes, France. After \florld War I, 14 £lddit10na1 permenent 

cemeteries were established, including Ardennes, Neuville, Belgium; 

Brittany, St. James, France; Cambr~dge, England; Epinel, France; 

Florence, Italy; Henri-Chapelle, Belgium; Lorraine~ St. Avold, 

France; Luxembourg; Mcmi1e, Philippines; Netherlands, Mergreten, 

Holland; Normandy, St. Laurent, Frence; North Africa, Carthc:.ge, 

Tunisia; Rhone, Draguign<:.n, l!'!"Eince; Sicily-Rome, Nettuno, Itely. 

The graves in these cemeteries represent approldmate1y 39 , 

percent of those origin(1.11y buried in ellch perticu1er region. The 

remains of the other 61 percent were returned home et the request 

of next of kin. Each grave is marked with a white marble 

headstone--a Star of David for those of Jewish faith, end a Latin 

Cross for ell others. No further burials are permitted in any 

of these areas, but these burial grounds are open to the public 

every day in the yeer. 
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NOW IS THE TIME 

With summer gone end fall here, flower lovers and gardners 

have need to lay plans for future gardening, or to take action on 

indoor planting. 

For those potting plants to take indoors, government horti-

culturists say that you should toss out any pots that have turned 

white. The whiteness is unused fertilizer and will not come off the 

pot. To put a fresh plant into a white clay pot is like putting the 

plant into salty water. Fresh clay pots should be used instead. 

If you are going to pot a plant or two, it is all right to use 

some of the soil in your backyard or the nearby woods, but, according 

to'Department of Agriculture specialists, do not use it lias is." 

Purify it to malte it as disease-free as possible. Put the soil in a 

shallow pan end bake it in your oven at 180- to 240-degrees for 

45 to 60 minutes. This will pasteurize it. Next, mdx the soil with 

one-third scnd--a1so pasteurized in the oven--nnd pasteurized pect 

moss. Almost anything will be able to grow in this pasteurized soil, 

uncontaminated from residual plant diseases. 

If some of your non-pasteurized-soil-besed house plents'shou1d 

happen to be bothered by insects or other pests, it may not be 

necessary to use a pesticide to be rid of them. Sometimes a beth 

will do the trick. Washing with soapy w~ter and a soft brush, cloth, 

or sponge may be all that is needed to remove aphids, mealybugs, 

and scale insects from broad-leaved plants. Two tablespoons of a 

mild dish-waahing detergent to a gallon of water makes a good 

formula. 

Also, a number of non-bath loving insects can be washed off 

plants by merely using a lukewarm spray of water. Or, if small 

patches of aphids and mealybugs have just begun to show, use a pair 

of lady's eyebrow tweezers to remove them; or, borrow some of 
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baby's Que-tips (small toothpick-like sticks tipped with a tuft of 

cotton), dip in alcohol, and swab down--end off--the insects. 

Adventuresome gardners will find that tulips and hyacinth bulbs 

can be planted until January in areas where the ground is not 

frozen. Deep planting of these, and daffodils, too, is desirable 

and will more surely postpone their maldng eny above-ground growth 

this fall. But these spring-flowering bulbs should be planted in 

soil with good sub-surface drainage, or in raised beds. These bulb 

beds may be protected from mice and moles by a generous application 

of chlordane. Hardware cloth spread over plantings of crocus will 

protect them from being eaten by squirrels. 

And in fall grass seeding, try using sawdust for a mulch. It 

does not contain weed seed, is not as easily blown about as straw, 

when kept moist, and is easier for the grass blade to break through. 

As an extra bit of gardening advice, fertilization of lawn areas 

should not be neglected, just because the growth and color of a 

beautiful lawn does not see, as important now as, in the summer 

season. Fall feeding of lawns is preferable to spring feeding. 

.. 30 .. 
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PROTECTING DEMOCRACY 

The Annual Report by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 

the Fiscal Year 1964 is an absorbing document. 

Led for the past 40 years by its Director, J. Edgar Hoover, 

the FBI has become the greatest criminal investigation body in the 

history of the world. And its 1964 report points out that its 

accomplishments reached new highs in many categories during that 

Fiscal Year. As example, there were greatly increased numbers of 

Federal lawbreakers apprehended in direct relation to a rising crime 

rate. 

However, special emphasis was placed on the ominous fact that 

the Communist Party, USA, stepped up its programs on all domestic 

fronts during F'Y 1964. Acting to discharge its responsibility for 

counterintelligence activit~es and to protect the interIlel security 

of the U. S., the FBI, in countering this activity, kept appropriate 

Government agencies constantly informed regarding these programs, 

while maintaining £, close check on the activ1.ties of numerous 

communist front groups. 

In commenting upon the rise in these activities, the FBI 

report states: "The signing of the partial nuclear test-ban 

treaty was interpreted by the Communist Party, USA, as resulting 

from a shift in the world balance of forces in favor of communism 

and as a turning e.way from capitc;.lism toward I socialism I • Ii The 

report stated also that other aspects of American foreign policy 

which came under Party scrutiny included the involvement of 

American troops in South Viet Nam. The Perty charged that these 

"imperialistic policies" have disgraced the United States before 

the world and endangered world peace. The organization has 
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conducted an intensive campaign for the withdrawal of American 
\ 

forces from South Viet Nam and h~s also demanded an end to the 

"unjuse' American policy pursued with respect to Cuba • 

The FBI further reported that the Party t~orked unremittingly 

to increase its influence in the racial struggle; to gain new 

members through an intensive youth recruitment campaign; and to 

promote the false impression that it is a legitimate political 

party.1I The report pointed out that CODmlUnist Party leaders during 

liY 196t; spoke before audiences at nearly 50 colleges in the 

country and also appeared as guests on numerous radio and 

television programs. The Party sponsored a youth conference in 

Chicago, Illinois, toward the formation of a new, broad national 

youth organization. The FBI report stated further: ItThat 

paramount allegiance to the Soviet Union continued to be a 

fundamental tenet of the Communist Party, USA, was amply demon-

strated • • \I 
• • 

Additionally, the FBI report warned that the Communist Party 

continued to create and utiliz~ front organizations wherever 

possible to implement and propagandize the Party's work. It 

pointed out that the Party made constant efforts to exploit the 

civil rights issue, and during the August 20, 1963, March on 

Washington, communists and Party sympathizers sought to involve 

themselves in eve-.:y ,~spect of thet demonstn .. tion) inc lud:o.ng the 

actual pt.rtic:_pt: .. t::'on of [;pprmc:"mc.tely 200 P,-rty members in 

the M£..rch. Other recent rc:.ciel demonatrt:.tions were steS.ted ,.5 

heving attracted c:ommun:'::'sts, ul3u.::.lly :tn a hidden role, so th.:::t the 

FBI :"s concerned from cn intelligence st£ndpoint w~th dete=m~ning 

the extent of poss:.ble conunun::'stic :~~nf:t:' .. trat~.on in civ:" .. :" r:'...shts 

groups. 

The Federc:l [~gency stressed that orgc~n~_zLt:;:"ons wh: .. ch c.ttrEl.ct 

communists cover the ent::re spectrum of the soc:~c::l end labor 

movement in this country because "there is little of significance 

in this realm that is not of interest to the Party." 
JI.1'. 1(.r 
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NEWS IN THE S~~LL PRINT 

Some news items which make the most interesting reading just 

are not headline mater~CJ.l. These "small print" reports, nonetheless, 

afford piquant glimpses of life in these United States. 

As an example, under the auspices of the Department of Interior, 

1,000 prized eagle feathers were collected at the Patuxent Wildlife 

Research Center in Maryland and shipped across country to various 

Indian reservations to be used in ceremonicl costumes by several 

Southwest Indian tribes--just in time to alleviate a criticel 

shortage of the adornments. Nothing but eagle feathers would do--

because of the importance of the symbolism of the eagle in American 

Indian culture, with many songs and dances and much Indian history 

and religion centered around the bird. So strong is the symbolism 

of the American eagle to the Indian that feathers are often handed 

down from generation to generation by tribal custom. , 

And in Savannah, Georgia, the U. S. Department of Agriculture 

specialists are making life impossible for moths--by humming. The 

government insect super-snoopers found out a low-continuous sound 

would keep the moths from reproducing as prolifically as when there 

is peace and quiet. They, therefore, started a continuous hi-fi 

humming--which interferes considerably with the moths' reproductive 

activities. 

Also, the f~erican Veterinarian Medical Association provided 

an interesting tid-bit in a report read e.t its recent meeting in 

Chicego--thet American women are changing their pet preferences from 

cats and parakeets. The American vets were alerted thet in the pest 

five years the monkey pet population in the U. S. has increased from 

100,000 to 750,000, with statistics showing thet nearly all the 

owners are women. 

(MORE) 
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TV-watchers have a number of interesting reports provided 

for their consumption. For example (although not actually ~ 

news), the major complaint against television is the frequent 

commercials! However, the most vociferous complainers now are the 

late, late movie watchers. A 2-hour night movie is reported to 

average presentation of 15 commercials and station breaks--4 

commercials before the movie gets going, 7 interruptions during the 

course of the film, and 4 at the finish. The complaints of the late 

movie watchers are that they want to hurry up and find out '~ho

dun-it" and get to bed! 

America's 'wash-day Queens II are getting some assistance in 

their constant battle to scrub the blue jeans worn by the small fry 

to pristine freshness. A Federal Government contract was awarded to 

a private research laboratoty for basic research on how to make cotton 

fabrics more soil resistant. Also, exploratory research on the 

behavior of cotton, when subjected to high-~nsity sound waves of 

varying frequencies, is being undertaken at a New Jersey laboratory. 

Scientists believe information from this study will be useful in . 
research aimed at developing completely new systems for processing 

cotton into higher quality textiles at lower cost. For exemple, 

high-intensity sound weves may prove capable of removing tresh from 

lint cotton before it is processed into yarn end fabric. 

Verily, an awful lot goes on that never makes the heedlines. 
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ALCOHOLIJl1 

December 4, 1964 

Alcoholism (the condition resulting from ingestion of large 

emounts of clcohol) includes chronic alcoholism (the cumulative 

effect upon organs and tissues of the body) and acute alcoholism 
• 

(the results on the central nervous system). At any time or in 

cny form, alcoholism is not an attractive state for the human 

being, and the physiological and structural changes accompanying 

the condition represent disorders of magnitude. 

Alcoholism is beginning to be considered a symptom of psychic 

instability, and the problem is receiving study by educational 

and scientific institutions. Notable among these is the Yale 

University school for alcoholic studies. The first free clinics 

in the U. S. for inebriates were established in 1944 in New 

H~ven and Hartford, Connecticut. The Uesearch Council on 
< , 

Problems of Alcohol was formed in 1937 and is now affiliated with 

the JUnericen Association for the Advancement of Science. These 

and similar efforts to help conquer this gIievous problem through 

scientific E;nd enl::'shtened study Lnd trelC.tment represent a 

new force to bolster the moral persuasion attempted in the past. 

Statistics available from the Rutgers Center of Alcoholic 

Studies, New Brunswick, New Jersey (all in terms of ap~arent 

consumption of alcoholic beverages per capita of drinking age--

15 years and over) show fluctuations in the U. S. from 1850 

(2.10 gallons) to almost the same total (2.11 gallons) in 1962. 

The lowest point (.97 gallons) during this l12-year period was 

in 1934. For 1947, the National figure was 2.03 gallons. The 

West Virginia figure for 1947 was 1,D5 gallons, and in 1962, 

it was 1.33 gallons. Reported highest consumption wes in the 

District of Columbi£--3.93 gallons in 1947 and 5.73 gallons in 

~/ 
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1962, followed by Nevada with 3.37 g~llons in 1947 and 4.70 gallons 

irt 1962. 

Among foreign countries, France ranked highest with 25.72 

liters (larger then a quart) in 1955, with Italy second with 

13.26 liters. (For comparison, in 1962 the U. S. totel was 7.99 

liters,) Statistics on alcoholism in Communist countries are 

not readily available, but clinical reports as published by the 

~oviets reveal that a very high percentage of admissions in 

patient categories are alcoholics. This is elso true in the 

Eestern bloc of satellite republics. 

In total numbers of alcoholics in the United St~tes, in 

1960, Nevada led the country, with California second. West 

Virginia was ranked 27th, with en estimated 23,800 men alcoholics 

and 4,400 women ~lcoholics. West Virginia's pattern, according to 

sex, is considered typiccl of the alcoholic pattern everywhere, 

with the number of mele alcoholics fer exceeding female alcoholics. 

The District of Columbia end NevLdL led the Nation in the 

rete of deaths generally cttributed to alcoholism in 1960. 

\lhatever the cause of alcoholism--neu~otic pressures, 

fears, anxieties, depressions, instabil~ties-"mankind's 

deficiency in relation to alcohol hes not yet been solved. Perhaps 

some hope lies with the tools of science now beginning to be 

employed. 
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UNCLE S/'lM'S GREAT B.ARGAlN 

Uncle Sam, sometimes called ''Uncle Sugar II , is nonetheless 

quite often a canny Yanlcee bargain-hunter. 

One of his best-paying investments has been the expenditures 

on American veterans under the provisions of the Serviceman's 

Readjustment f~t of 1944, popularly-known as the GI Bill of Rights, 

as revealed by a review of its programs after 20 years in operation. 

Signed into law in June, 1944, by President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, it had heavy and vocal opposition to its passage. A 

direct product of the concern of responsible American leaders over 

the potentially e)cplosive reactions of 15.3 million World War II 

veterans who had their lives disrupted by war service, it provided 

for loans, education, readjustment allowances for veterans, and 

expanded veterans' hospitals and employment services. Yet only 

the remembrance of the horrors of the bonus march in the 1930's, , , 

and dread of repetitions of this, prompted many legislators to vote 

the bill's enactment. 

Singled out for particular criticism was the provision for 

readjustment allowances, derisively dubbed tithe gravy train". 

Yet, surprisingly, less than 10% of the veterans exhausted this 

benefit. Instead, the readjustment allowances helped 9,000,000 

veterans through the initial period after discharge from military 

service, while they job-hunted. The average veteran stayed on the 

rolls less than 19 weeks, so that only a total of $3.3 billion 

was eJcpended for this purpose during the 20 years of operations of 

the GI bill. These readjustment allowances were mostly not strung 

together in payments, but acted as a bulwark against economic need, 

being spread out over varying periods when veterans were changing 

jobs, or going from schools out job-hunting, generally adjusting 

themselves more compatibly to civilian life. 
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A\so, much criticized were the credit provisions of the 

veterans' housing loan program--with predictions made of the 

destruction of the credit of the Nation. as veterans walked out 

on their obligations. Contrariwise, veterans have proved, in 

the main, to be excellent credit risks. One out of every five 

homes built since the end of World War II has been financed by 

GI loans, More than 5,263,000 ~lI1 veterans were granted home, 

farm, and business loans, totaling $43 billion. The approximately 
• 

5,000,000 home loans sparked a housing boom, beginning in the mid-

1940's, that has made America into a Nation of home owners. The 

accompanying wide use of credit gave an enormous impetus to the 

economw through the purchase of new furniture, new appliances, 

new cars, and school construction. And 20 years later, more than 

one-third of the GI loans are already paid in full. 

Under the education and training provisions, 7,000,000 veterans 

--nearly half of all who saw war-time service--received training. 

At the peek of the program, over 2,000,000 were in colleges with 

another 3,500,000 in other ~nstitutions such as ,trade and technical 

schools. About 1,400,000 veterans increased their skills in on

the -job training. Our Nation is vastly enriched today as a result 

of skills acquired under the GI bill--including 450,000 engineers; 

180,000 doctors, dentists, and nurses; 360,000 school teachers; 

150,000 scientists; 243,000 accountants; 107,000 lawyers; 36,000 

clergymen; 17,000 writers; 711,000 mechanics; 383,000 construction 

workers; 288,000 metalworkers; 13C,OOO electricians; and about 

700,000 who trained for business and executive c£l.reers. The total 

cost of this vast program of mass adult education is $14.5 billion 

--recouped at $1 billion per year from i.ncreased income ta~~es 

paid by better-edu~atedJ higher-earning GI bill veterans. 
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TEEN-AGE DRIVING 

The teen-ager is more prone to automobile accidents than is 

any other segment of the U. S. populace, with the under-20 driving 

group actually having an accident involvement rate 2% times the 

average rate of adult drivers. 

Of America IS apprmdmately 6,000,000 teenage automobile 

drivers, about 40 per cent are involved in an accident in any 

given year, according to national automobile accident statistics. 

Actuaries, in predicati.ng car insurance costs, use as one element 

the fact that teenage drivers have about a 90 per cent chance of 

a cracl~up over a three-year period. 

One large national insurance company, concerned over the 

dangerous combination of young driver and the automobile, and 

needing to plan its insurance programs based on expectations for 
• 

the future, undertool~ an e~c.amination in depth of this problem. 

Some of the conclusions are startling. Some are discouraging, but 

others offer real opportunities for constructive action. As an 

example, it was statistically proven that youngsters who complete 

a high school driver education course are better drivers and have 

fewer accidents than those youngsters who receive only parental 

driver-teaching. 

The theory that teen-agers make better drivers because of 

their youthful ability to react quickly in situations of danger 

was eJc.ploded. This ability was shown to be canceled out by the 

lack of judgment as to how best to react. 

The study proved a direct interrelationship between cars, 

scholastic grades, jobs, and accidents. ~'nlere plessure driving 

was permitted for high school juniors aud seniors during the week, 
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lower grades almost inevitably resulted, and tile more evenings a 

week a car was used, the lower the grades dropped. Good students 

who became "car-conscious" suffered the sharpest drops in grades, 

and the combination of a car and a part-time job to buy, maintain, 

or operate it invariably dealt a death-blm'l to scholastic achieve-

mente 

Also, it was noted that the greater use of the car, with less 

parental supervision and primary insistence to keep up grades, 

resulted in a feel of "bravado", or the mistal:en conviction on 

the part of the teen-ager of his, or her, own ability to "handle" 

any situation. 

The study pointed out that the automobile, considered a 

"status" symbol among Americans, provides a focal point in the 

minds of teen-agers. The pressure to use cars and own cars begins 

before the youn8sters are licensed to operate cars. IJarents, 

realizing well that 8cholastic achievement is a must to survive in 

today's highly competitive world, nonetheless begin to yield to 

the pressures, despite the known threat to lives, property, and 

scholastic standings. 

In summary, the automobile insurance underwriters stated that 

parents are the key to safer teen-age driving, for by exercising 

more careful control over their teen-ege sons' and daughters' 

activities, they can decide whether their interests and attentions 

are directed toward the betterment of scholastic performance, 

toward future gain, or whether, through the use of time in in-

dulging in outside pastimes, their interests and goals become 

diversionary. 

~Jhen the car is allowed to assume a dominant position in a 

teen-ager's mind and activities, the visits to the hospital, the 

repair garage, the court, or the morgue a.re not long away. 
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ON BEING SWORN IN i~ A UNITED STATES SENATOR 

Always awesome, sometimes spectacular, frequently contentious, 

a symbol of the union of the Stetes, a sanctuary of their individual 

rights, the arm of their collective power--the United States Senate 

is all of these things, and much,more. From it stems leadership, 

deliberation, and decision--contributed in varying degrees by its 

lOO elected members. 

On January 3, the 39th Congress convened, and I, having been 

re-elected to serve the State of West Virginia for a second term 

of six years in this greatest and most powerful of the world's 

deliberative bodies--the Senate of the United States--presented 

myself in good order end was duly sworn in. Called alphabetically 

in the first increment of four of the 3G Senators to be sworn in--

Bass, Burdick, Byrd of Virginia, Byrd of West Virginia--to come 

forward for the administration of the oath by the venerable Presiding 

Officer, 37-year-old President Pro Tempore Carl Eayden of Lrizona, 

I proceeded down the chamber's middle aisle, with ~ colleagues, 

shortly after twelve o'clock meridian. In such fashion, during the 

years before me had gone many men of note, some to become illustrious 

public servants, a few to advance to the Presidency, all to be 

changed in ste.ture by their 8enate service. 

Surrounded by the great seals of the 50 individual States, 

mutely representative of the peoples back home, with awe Elnd a deep 

awareness of responsibility renewed within me, I solemnly swore, 

for the second time in my career as a Senator, to support and defend 

the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, to bear 

to it true faith and allegiance» to take the oblig" . .t:::':.on freely and 

without reservation, to faithfully discharge all the duties on 

which I was, once again, about to enter, so help me God. 

(lVlon.2) 
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Baving received as a personal gift from the Senate the specially 
\ 

marked pen with which I signed the oath, I returned to mw seat, 

Number 42, to find it temporarily occupied by Vice-President-Elect 

Hubert H. Humphrey. There to offer his congratulations, he remained 

to talk a bit, so that 1 sat in an adjacent seat and had an oppor

tunity to reflect upon the other Senators who had in the past 

occupied Number 42. First used on the Republican side of the center 

aisle, which traditionally is the dividing line for the two political 

parties, with Democrats on the Speaker's right hand, and Republicans 

on the left, it was occupied in past sessions by GOP Senators 

Poindexter and Watson, and the brilliant Senator Arthur Vandenberg. 

As the political complexion of the country began to change in the 

1930's, the necessity for assigning more seats to the Democratic 

side of the aisle resulted in eventul'..l ';liberation" of the seat 

from Republican control to Democratic occupancy, where it was 

assigned before my present tenure to Democratic Senators Dennis 

Chavez and Lister !-iill, in turn. 

From consideration of the chamber, my thoughts traveled to 

the heavy load of work awaiting me as a member df the Senate 

Appropriations Committee, which would shortly begin its consideration 

of the $100 billion Federal budget for Fiscal Year 1966, and of the 

need to keep faith, by doing the task wisely and foresightedly, 

with the more than 193 million American citizens. 

I~d in so reflecting, I found myself, as a student of the law, 

impressed once again with the tremendous power and great majesty 

of the law that makes the successful accomplishment of such tasks 

possible. 
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SMOKING 

The use of tobacco in its various forms--burning, dipping, 

or chewing--has had its bitter critics from the time Europeen 

explorers acquired the hebit from American Indians to the present 

day. 

These included King James I of England, who in 1604 tried to 

outlaw su~kingJ claiming the practice irrit~ted the nose, caused 

harm to the brain, and posed a dangerous threat to the lungs. 

Three and a half centuries later, the U. S. Public Health Service 

has entered the arena to do battle against the health-damaging 

plant, and, in so doing, issued a report in J~nun~ of laet year 

which proved very nearly all of King James' charges against 

tobacco are dismayingly true. 

The report to the Surgeon General, from his Advisory Commdttee . 
on Smoking and Health, cE:refully understated in summary, "Cigarette 

smoking is a health hazard of sufficient importance in the United 

States to warrant appropriate remedial action." This sunmary--

based on painstaking scientific studies on smoking and its 

effect on health--is being used by PHS as a basis for continuing 

research and action. Realizing the enormity of the need to 

know more of the lihow" and 'whyu of the damage caused by cigarette 

smoking and other tobacco uses, the Public Heelth 3ervice last 

July awarded contracts totaling $300,000 to support research on 

the properties of cigarette smoke and its effect on living 

tissues and in August, 1964, ten grants aggregating $260,000 to 

support studies relating to the effects of .cigarette smoking on 

health, including one to gather more accurate data on American 

smoking habits. 

(MORE) 
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But this Federal agency is not alone in the battle against 

the use of tobacco--the causative factor which it believes far 

outweighs all others in advancing lung cancer in the U. S. to the 

point that 43,000 persons died of it in 1963, a total death 

rate ten times higher than in 1930. Last July, twelve national 

agencies and organizations formed the National Interagency Council 

on Smoking and Health "to develop and implement effective plans 

and programs aimed at combating smoking as a health hazard." 

These included the i.merican Association of School Administrators; 

i~. Cancer Society; J~. Dental Association; 1~. Heart Association; 

J~. Public Health Association. Assn. of State and Territorial 

IIeelth Officers; National Congress of Parents and Teachers; National 

Tuberculosis AssOCiation; U. S. Office of Education; U. S. Children's 

Bureau; end the Dept. of Classroom Teachers. 

But the fight will not be quickly or easily won, a fact well 

realized by the att~ckers. the smoking habit is deeply rooted in 

American culture and, as one fllS psychologist points out, based 

on a calculation that the average pack-a-day smoker takes about 

60,000 puffs a year, "There is nothing else the individual 

does so often or so regularly except brec:.tl.e. How can he help 

but be hooked on a habit that he has practiced so long and so well?" 

Education to a certain grim fact may be the best tool--that 

the overall death rate is, in a given age group emong Americans, 

70 percent higher for smokers than non-smol(ers. Cigarette smoking 

is thus clearly indicted not only as a lung o~ heert problem, but 

also es e general health hazard. Old jokes about cigarettes as 

"coffin nailsli are perhaps not so funny when repeated in relation 

to present date mortality tables. 
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( 
{ From the Office of United Stattes Senator Robert C. Byrd 

Room 342, Old Senate Office Bpilding, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume V -- Number 4 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

INAUGURAL ATTIRE 

January 22, 1965 

The January 20, 1965, inauguration of President Lyndon 

Baines Johnson, 36tll President of the United States, provided some 

new chapters in the colorful history of male attire for the 

inauguration of American Presid~ts. The high excitement generated 

by his economical wearing of a not-new business suit for his 

inaugural ceremonies has been widely chronicled. However, on 

Wednesday, still another record was set--Capitol Plaza in Washington, 

D. C., was jammed with what is believed to have been the largest 

crowd ever to have assembled there, and a view of the Plaza from 

the inaugural podium showed it to be literally a-wash with Stetson 

hats· .. ten-gallon masculine Texan style. 

This was not the first time hats have figured prominently 

in inaugural ceremonies. At his first inauguration, President 

Abraham Lincoln appeared on' the platform, stiffr uncomfortable, 

plainly embarrassed by the unaccustomed gorgeousness of his 

wardrobe. Included in his Presidential attire were a new silk hat 

and a heavy gold-headed cane. He managed early to rid himself of 

the cane, but the disposal of the silk topper left him stumped. He 

could not stay covered before the crowds, so that he awkwardly 

stood, at the moment of the oath-taking, searching for a safe 

repository for his topper. From behind him stepped Senator Stephen 

A. Douglas, his old political enemw. Having seen Lincoln's 

embarrassment, he quietly removed the topper from his hand and 

carefully held it while the President delivered his inaugural 

address. 

As a result of the Lincoln hat episode, it became tradition to 

watch the Presidential handling of hats. Newspapers dated March 4, 

1881, stated that at the inauguration of James A. Garfield, the 



,<,., 

.. ",.,""w .... ,' 

.. 2 -

last of the so-called Log Cabin Presidents, "General Garfield 

handled'his stovepipe hat with skill!" 

President George ~lashington, among other lifirsts," was first 

in setting a standard of sartorial elegance for American Presidents. 

On l1arch 4, 1792, for his second inauguration, in Independence Hall, 

Philadelphia, he was attired in a tifull suit of rich black velvet, 

the short clothes ornamented with diamond knee-buckles. He wore 

black sillt stockings, and his shoes • • • were surmounted with 

large, square silver buckles. In his hand, he carried a plain 

cocked hat, decorated with the American cockade. His hair, powdered, 

was gathered into a blaelt silk bag, on which was a bow of black 

ribbon. He wore a light dress sword with green scabbard and a 

richly ornamented belt." 

However, President Thomas Jefferson is given honors as baving 

be~n the most stylishly dressed of all the Presidents on the 

occasion of his oath-taking. On March 4, 1801, the tall Virginian 

gave on-lookers a good view of his inaugural clothing, leaving 

his boarding house on New Jersey Avenue to walk, accompanied by a 

few friends, to the Senate Chamber of the Capitol. He wore a 

"handsome blue coat with brass buttons, green homespun breeches, 

yarn stockings and shoes tied with leather strings. II But the most 

resplendent clothing worn by any American President for an inaugural 

event is believed to be that worn by President James Buchanan at 

his inaugural ball on the evening of March 4, 1857. He appeared in 

a Lancaster suit of black satin, which was made by an artistic 

tailor from his home town in Pennsylvenia. On the lining of this 

suit were embroidered the coats-of-arms of the 32 States then in 

the Union. 

Interestingly, James Madison used the occasion of his oath-

taking to give a stimulus to e budding American industry. He 
carefully chose a suit made from the wool of American 
sheep e.nd called attention to this attire as a "walking argument 
in favor of the encouragement of native wool. 1i Perhaps his action 
provided President Johnson with a precedence for the practicality 
which he displayed in choosing his own inaugurel attire. 

- 30 -
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GROUND HOG Dil.Y 

1/29/65 

Farmers and gardeners in West Virginia will have an 

opportunity on February 2 to determine whether to begin spring 

planting early this year. 
, 

That is, if they can locate a specimen of the terrestrial, 

herbivorous rodent family of the Ma~lruOt, and if they can catch 

sight of him quickly enough, as he emerges from his winter 

hibernation, to tell whether or not he saw his shadow, or just 

does not care for the present shape of the world, before he 

scurries back for another bit of snoozing. 

For centuries, the woodchuck, popularly known in northern 

North America as the ground hog, has been the means by which fore-

casts were made as to the coming of warm weather. According to an 

old superstition, on February 2, the ground hog leaves his burrow 

of many compartments, having nested and hibernated through the long 

winter months, bear-style, to take a look around. If he sees his 

own shadow, he promptly says a mental, "Br-rr-r! None of this for 

mel'~ and reverses his travels for a rapid retreat underground for 

another six weeks of good, hard sleeping. Thus a bright, sunny 

February 2 is automatically supposed to mean six more weeks of 

winter weather. 

This barometer of the seasons, however, has been in question 

for some decades, as some older European folk claim that the 

woodchuck (alias ground hog) was scared back into his underground 

home from the brightness of the many candles used in Candlemas 

processions, also traditionally occurring on February 2. In many 

churches, including the Roman Catholic and Anglican, that date 

is celebrated as the feast of the Purification of the Blessed 

Virgin. In the Eastern Orthodox Church, it is ceremoniously 
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observed as the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, and is 

marked by a procession of candles. On that day, too, for 

centuries, candles for use in churches and homes for the ensuing 

year are blessed. 

The symbolism of the candle has had a wide range of use in 

literature and art, as well as religion. The candle is frequently 

used to represent joy and reverence for the divine. However, it is 

more often used as a symbol of sacrifice (since the candle spends 

itself). The lighting of candles and carrying of them in a 

procession to attend a Mass, where blessings are said, is thus a 

tradition. And the ground hog, if he emerged from his long 

slumbers in the midst of a Candlemas parade, might have enough 

light to see his shadow, with or without the sun to cast it, 

btit he also might be startled at the flickering candles and 

retreat in fright to his accustomed dark burrow. 

Perhaps West Virginians might jumt wish to give the sturdy 

ground hog, in his thick. coarse, brownish-hair pelt, such respect , , 

as they feel he is due as a symbol and prefer to rely for weather 

forecasts on their trusty Farmers' Almanacs, or such portents as 

their elders derive from the effects of the changing weather on 

their rheumatic aches and pains. 
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SMOKING AMONG TEEN-AGERS 

Public health authorities have launched a two-pronged attack 

against teen-age smoking; first, appealing to basic parental 

concern; and, secondly, attempting to educate teen-agers to the 

dangers of smoking. 

To parents, the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

states: "If you don't want your child to smoke, don't smoke 

yourself!" 

To teen-agers, the Bureau says: "There is one way to decide 

this question--shall I smoke--the only way to reach any decision-

look at both sides of the question. First, consider what cigarettes 

may offer--what pleasures, what benefits. Next, consider 

scientifically proven, medical facts condemning cigarettes--what is 

harmful about smoking, and the effects on the body.tv 

Public Health Service statistics show that youths smoking 

before 20 years of age go on to smoke more and more cigarettes and 

to inhale more deep~y. Early, steady, heavy smokers are the ones 

who face greatest health risks. Statistics tend to show, also, 

that among men who began smoking when they were teen-agers, the 

death rate is one hundred percent higher than for non-smokers, that 

teen-age cigarette smokers face the risks of becoming invalids 

while still quite young, and that various illnesses linlted with 

cigarettes are not just older people's diseases, but are sicknesses 

that may disable young people in their twenties or thirties. Lung 

and heart diseases make smokers invalids--uneble to work or live 

normal lives. 

Nore immediately, cigarettes can make teen-agers short of 

breath, irritate throats, cause chron.i.c cougll.S, interfere with 
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appetires, undercut stamina for s~timming, tennis, football--all 

athletics. 

Some teen-agers feel that smoking makes them more sophisticated, 

that they don't want to be different from other members of lIt: he 

crowd fi , and that it helps them to be less tense. But is there 

anything Hmore sophisticated" about stale tobacco odor on the 

breath and clothes and yellow stains on teeth and fingers? As to 

feeling that smoking makes one "in", or fibelong tofl, an elite 

group, some of the smartest, most attractive people in the country 

do not smolte, or are giving it up after getting the facts on the 

detrimental health effects. Doctors in great numbers have stopped 

smoking. 11any non-smokers are scientists, famous athletes, teachers, 

engineers, military men, opera stars, and actors, so that one can 

be,long to an elite non-smoking group in almost any categol.'"Y. As 

for feeling less tense when one smokes, the nicotine in a 

cigarette may temporarily calm the smolter but continued smoking 

adds to nervousness and will damage health, if practiced long enough. 

The teen-ager may ask exactly what is in c~garettes that is 

harmful. The smoke itself is harmful, being composed of a complex 

mixture of gases and particles and containing tars which irritate 

tissues in nose, throat, and lungs. It contains nicotine which 

affects the nervous system--the heart and the blood vessels--and 

carbon mono~dde which blocks the flow of oxygen in the blood stream. 

Smoke particles contai.n chemical compounds capable of p~oducing 

cancer. 

Fortunate ly, no one cc~n m.:_!~e teen-agers smoke. Given access 

to the fLcts end support f~om adults in their environment to avoid 

the hab:.t, intellieent teen-agers would be eJcpected to find little 

or no appeal in becoming tobacco users. 
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lYlERIT BADGE vs CRIMINAL RECORD 

This week the Boy Scouts of hmerice celebrated their 55th 

anniversary. Chartered by Congress, this organization annually 

reports to that legislative- body on its activities, accomplishments, 

and financial operations, and the formal report is published as an 

of;t:icial .~ongressione.l document. 

An examination of this report for 1963, as compared with the 

Uniform Crime Report for 1963, published by the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, leads to some impressive conclusions. Primary among 

these, our Nation has benefited greatly by the constructive and 

dynamic force e:u:erted by the Boy Scouts of America, the way in 

which that organization has brought together--to purposefully direct 

the activities of boys' gangs, which Scouts call dens, patrols, 

etc.--the good influences of homes, churches or synagogues, schools, 

and civic and fraternal groups. 

The current challenge to Boy Scouts, tiStrengthen America 

--Scouting Can Make the Difference, 'l represents an effort to help 

solve one of our Nation's most vexing problems, one which becomes 

every day more apparent--that of the weaken~ng of the moral fib~e 

of our Nation as represented by the rapid rate of increase in 

juvenile delinquency, in crimin"l e.rrests, and in commission of 

crimes by young J~ericans. 

On December 31, 1963, there were 1,931,130 registered Cub 

Scouts end 1,771,134 Boy Scouts. In 1963, the FBI report shows 

Nation-wide arrests for persons under 18 rose 11 percent, for criminal 

offenses such as homicide, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated 

assualt, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. In comparison to the 

total number of police arrests, Nation-wide, for offenses related 

to the Crime Index (crimes as previously enumet'L.ted), persons under 

13 years of age were represented in 46 percent of the arrests. 
(MORE) 
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For all criminal acts, the male is arrested 3 times more often 

than the female, so that the area open to the Boy Scouts of America 

for influential work is, ooviously, indeed great. Any influence 

which can be brought to bear in reducing the establishment of 

criminality as a way of life for increasing numbers of lunerica I s 

youth is deserving of the full support end encouragement of 

responsible adult citizenry. As American comnunity life grows and 

becomes more complex, there is an ever-increasing need to attract 

young boys and fledgling men to strive for personal goals which will 

help them better understand their citizenship obligations, the 

need for community service, the desirability of personal fitness, 

both physical and moral, the value of the wholesomeness of outdoor 

living, and the worth of vocational knowledge and social skills. 

The Boy Scouts of l~erica has but one business--boys. It is 

well to help it expand and become an ever-greater success. An 

Eagle Scout merit badge is worthy of ettcinment and demanding of 

eccomplishment. L crimincl record is not. 
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THE LIFE wrIICR YOU SAVE MiiY BE YOUR OWN 

Washington, D. C., has a school which has no student dro~out 

problem. It does, however, have a slogan which is emphasized to 

achieve the maximum effect on the students: lithe Life Which You 

Save Nay Be Your Own. tl 

This school--the traffic school for the District of Columbia--

held its first session in January, 1943, having been estnblished in 

an effort to combat the rapidly mounting death and accident tolls 

in the Nation's Capital, i.e., in 1964, 115 motorists and 55 

pedestrians were killed. Planned as a result of conferences between 

D. C. Commissioners, the Metropolitan Police Force, Court officials, 

and representatives of other agencies interested in lessening traffic 

fatalities, the school now has more than C6,OOO "graduates." The 

student body is composed of motorists and pedestrians labeled 

fivolunteers," who are 8ss:tgned by sponsoring agencies to attend 

two nightly sessions of three hours each during two consecutive 

weeks. The instructors are members of the Washington police force. 

The majority of the "volunteers" are referred, following traffic 

violations, by police officials or District traffic courts, end they 

must attend and complete the course to avoid driver penalties, 

possibly leading to revocation of vehicle operators' permits. 

Attendance cards must be presented and punched on arrival and 

departure, and an examinat~on of 20 multiple choice questions is 

given at the end of the second session. l~yone failing to pass is 

referred to his or her sponsoring agency, which most usually sends 

the student back for a repeat course. 

As for the curriculum, the instructors discuss and interpret 

traffic regulations, emphasizing violations such as excessive speed, 

failure to give full time end attention to driving, and driving under 

the influence of alcohol. It is pointed out that the reaction time 
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for drivers--three-fourths of a second to take ection from the time 

a thought is first flashed through the brain--permits a vehicle 

traveling at 25 miles per hour, on dry roads, to continue in 

motion for 60.2 feet before it can possibly be brought to a halt. 

At hi~1er speeds, and under adverse driving conditions, the stetistics 

are startling. 

The entire program is geared to pack a shock tremendous enough 

to motivate motorists and pedesttians to obey regulations and to 

drive and walk defensively. The climatic point of the course comes 

with the 20-minute presentation of a technicolor film, with spine-

chilling sounds, of .traffic accidents, actually prepared at the time 

and on the scene of the traffic accidents. Nothing of the pain and 

horror attendant on the mutilation and mangling of bodies, and of 

the grief and remorse all too often a part of traffic accidents, 

is spared to the eyes and ears of the t:students." 

While statistics cannot be quoted as to the effectiveness of the 

course, it is sincerely believed that this constructive approach 

toward encouragement of better, more lawful, more courteous driving, 

is a strong weapon in combating the rising traffic fatality totals. 

Representatives of other metropolitan areas throughout the United 

States might well wish to duplicate the efforts of Washington's 

Traffic School and to plan such educational guidance in safer, more 

defensive, driv~nG for their own citizens • 
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FOR TIlE YOUNGSTERS 

Dogs have often made front-page news in the past, including 

ones owned by Presidents, by children of Presidents, and by Vice-

Presidents. 

But one dog has made postal news £lIld earned the title of uThe 

Postal Dog. fa One day in lOaD, a stray dog, hungry and cold, 

wandered into the Post Office at Albany, New York, and, unnoticed, 

made a bed on a pile of mail bags. When finally found by the mail 

clerks, his pathetic appearance appealed to their sympathies, so 

that they shared their lunches with him and permitted him to remL:".n 

,in the building to keep warm. As the weeks passed, the doggy 

visitor continued to make the post office his home, and in his best 

tail-wagging fashion indicated his love and appreciation to the mail

handlers for their generosity to him. They, in turn, "adopted fi him 

and christened him 1i000ey. fi 

He became especially attached to the mail bags and, eventually, 

after watching them come and go, began to make trips witb them. He 

frequently would be gone on a trip for several weeks, however, 

always returning to the Albany post office. Concerned that he 

might become lost, the Albany mail clerks bought him a collar with 

his name and address on it. Subsequently, they fastened a card to 

the collar asking postal clerks to attach the name of any place 

where Owney visited. He eventually carried so many tags that the 

heavy load made the postmaster sorry for him, so he had a harness 

made so he could carry about his tags less laboriously. 

Eventually, Owney went around the world. At one time, he was 

in Tacoma, Washington, watching mail bags being ship-loaded for 

Japan and China. When the postal clerks saw him make efforts to 

join the bags, they provided him with a letter of introduction to 
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postal people in various parts of the world. On board the ship, 
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Owney was the guest of the ship's captain, being treated as an 

honored passenger. On arrival in Japan, the Mikado gave him a 

passport bearing the seal of the Empire. In China, the emperor 

made him welcome and he Sal'l many leading merchants. Everywhere he 

went he was an object of great interest. Ultimately, he returned 

to the United States, landing in New York and crossing the country 

to Tacoma, reaching his starting point just 132 days from his 

departure date. 

Owney is reputed to be the greatest dog traveler in the world. 

It was believed that he brought good luck with him. During his 

journeys, he collected 200 checks, medals, and certificates. No 

one 10lows his origin, but after his death in August, 1897, Owney 

was mounted and is now on display in the Smithsonian Institution 

in Washington, D. C. 

The story of his life has been included in school textbooks 

and in periodicals, and the Post Office Department every month 

receives hundreds of requests for infortIlation on liThe Postal Dog. 1i . , 

-30-



, From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
) Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume V -- Number 10 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

CALENDARS 

March 5, 1965 

Men who have trouble remembering wedding anniversaries and 

wives' birthdays may take heart at the thought that efforts are 

being made to help solve calendar problems • . 
A bill to adopt a perpetual calendar has been introduced in 

the Congress. It proposes establishing a calendar, effective New 

Year's Day, 1967, with 8 months of 30 days each and 4 months of 31 

days, in which a certain date falls on the same week day each year. 

Additionally, there would be an extra first day of each year, 

between December 31 and January 1, designated as New Year's Day, and 

Leap-Year Day, which would fall between June 31 and July 1 each 

leap year. 

The proposed calendar would have a number of attractions. For 

example, for holiday-ers,. New Year's Day and Leap-Year Day would , 

be designated as legal public holidays. F'or superstitious folk, 

some fears could be permanently laid to rest, because the new 

calendar has no Friday the 13th. For marriage-minded maidens, 

matrimonial aspirations would receive an assist from the romantic 

proximity of June by having Leap-Year Day follow tlle 30 days of 

that traditional bridal month. 

The reform of the calendar, so that it is more fixed, orderly, 

and simplified, has occupied men's minds for centuries. It was the 

subject of Congressional debate 25 years ago. The basic difficulty 

in achieving a fully accurate calendar lies with the difference in 

the lunar and solar systems and the lack of a simple and accurate 

way to keep lunar and solar calendars exactly in step. loll accurate 

calendar, as a means of measuring and recording the passage of 

time, must reconcile these two systems. 

(MORE) 
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The Gregorian calendar was Wodted out in the l580 I s by Pope 

Gregory XIII, based on the birth of Christ.. PrJ. or to then, the 

Church Calendar, partly regulated by the sun and partly by the 

moon, was used. Among other calendars, all with imperfections, the 

Hebrew was started more than 3,760 years prior to Christ's birth. 

Thus Gregorian calendar year 1965 is year 5726 on the Hebrew 

calendar. The Islamic Calendar begins with Mohammed's flight 

(the Hegira) from Mecca to Medina and would be about one day off . 
every 2,570 years with respect to the moon, on which it is based. 

Babylonians intercalated, or added, an extra month to their 

years at irregular intervals when their calendar ran badly out of 

step. Egyptians used a predominantly solar calendar. The Romans' 

calendar efforts included one of 10 months and a year of 304 dayst 

so that they apparently just ignored the remaining 60 days, which 

fell in the dead of winter. Evidently JuLius Ceasar felt this to 

be inadequate, because he ordered a calendar revision based on a 

disregard of the moon in making calculations. So badly was it off 

that the year we know as 46 B. C. would have had 445 days. The , 

Romans called it the year of conf~sion. 

If the new perpetual calendar should be adopted, a new bit 

of doggerel to help out the absent-minded will be needed. The old 

saying, "30 days hath September, .April, June, and November, II might 

give way to 1131 days hath Ivlarch, June, September, and December. 

All the rest have merely 30." 

-30-
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PROJECT ENGLISH 

Employers, academic authorities, and English-speaking nationals 

of other countries are often quite vocal in their complaints that 

all too many I~ricans cannot properly speak, spell, or use the 

English language. It has been said that many of our universities 

turn out graduates who are illiterate experts. 

For decados, l.:mericnn otudente have nIL too often yawned thei.r 

way through English grammar courses. One result has been that many 

high school and college graduates are unable to write a clear, 

comprehensive letter. The use of English as a tool of communication 

has failed to draw students and to inspire them to become life-long 

devotees of the art of broadening, enriching, and enlivening our 

English language. A substitution of slovenly grammar, beatnil~ 

terms, and the like is in vogue in the United States, a practice . 
which represents a national failure. On the personal level, this 

failure is often reflected in income loss to workers. On a 

broader level, our Nation finds itself concerned with communicating 

clearly and effectively with peoples of other countries for commer-

cial, social, military, and diplomatic reasons. 

English is the official language, or one of the official 

languages, in many major areas of the world in addition to the 

United States and its dependencies, such as Puerto Rico, and the 

United Kingdom and its dependencies, such as Hong Kong and Kenya. 

Jl.lllOng these are the Un:.ted Nations, i~stralia, Burma, Canada, 

Ceylon, Cyprus, Ghana, India, Ireland, Liberia, Malaya, New Zealand, 

Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sudan, 

Tanganyika, and the Union of South Africa. 

Approximately 291,000,000 people speak English. It ranks 

third among the half-dozen languages spoken by over one hundred 



- 2 -

milliQn people. They are: Chinese, 510 million; India, 415 

million; English, 291 million; Russian, 170 million; Hindi, 150 
... t, million; Indonesian, 105 million. 

Emphasizing dramatically the international swing toward 

English, language riots occurred recently in South India which 

caused the loss of many lives and damages totaling millions of 

dollars, all in the cause of establishing the use of English as 

the official language for India. An awakening realization of the 
• 

cohesiveness and incisiveness in the use of English, as compared 

with the use of more than a dozen dialects current in the Indian 

sub-continent, brought Indian students and progressive citizens to 

the barricades on behalf of English. 

Hope for an awakening on the grammar front lies with studies 

being sponsored by the National Council of Teachers and programs 

under the auspices of the Federal Office of Education. Also, a 

group of instructors in Arlington County, Virginia, believing 

that grammar as traditionally taught does not accurately describe 

English, are emphasizing how words behave in sentences and how 

they are a reflection of life and thought. Instead of stressing 

definitions of parts of speech, they desc~ibe how different people 

use language on different occasions, including the manner in which 

different speech patterns reflect social distinctions. 

Most effective of all, however, would be determined effoj;'ts 

by each English-speaking person to become proficient in the use of 

the language, both spoken and written, as a personal IiProject 

English. Ii This would be a t1."'Ue indicati 011. of the realization of 

the value and beauty of our language. 

-30 .. 
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PULP, PAPER, Al'ID PAPERBOi:.RD INDUSTRY OF THE 
u.s,s.n, AND EUROPEAN SOVIET ~LOC COUNTRIES 

U, S. pulp and paper industrialists are pondering the possible 

threat posed to our pulp and paper industries by the emergence of 

the U.S.S.R. as a leading econGmic power, its increasing activity 

in the field of international trade, and the capability of European 

Soviet Bloc countries to influence world markets for pulp, paper, 

paperboard, and allied products. 

The answers Bre important, because of the need to analyze 

prospects for future exports to world markets and to determine the 

wisdom of U. S. ventures into overseas investments. Due to the 

nature of the pulp and paper industry, heavy initial capital outlays 

are required, often in terms of millions of dollars. This necessi-

tates long-term planning to cover a minimum period of one or two 

decades to permit reasonable amortization. 

In the past, exports of wood pulp and various grades of paper 

and paperboard by the U.S.S.R, and its European satellites have 

been important, but they were not major in size as compared to those 

of other exporting countries. Much of the trade among these 

European Communist countries has been inter-bloc, so that import-

export figures have tended to remain approximately equal in balance. 

Also, while the satellite countries possess important 

production facilities for pulp, paper, and paperboard, they are 

handicapped with regard to major future expansion because of limited 

raw material resources. However, the converse is true of the Soviet 

Union, as its potential is enormous, With respect to timber alone, 

it is estimated that the net growth on presently accessible Soviet 

forests would support a pulp and paper industry based on annual 

pulpwood production of approximately 66 million cords, or 25 percent 

(l1ore) 
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greater than estimated 1965 U~ S. pulpwood consumption. The 

potential annual growth of Soviet forests and the likely opening of 

*-1 newer, more remote areas, would raise the production capacity to a 

substantially larger quantity. The factor, presently unknown, 

which makes the difference in estimating Russia's future production 

and export capacity is the relative degree of importance assigned 

to the industry in the U.S.S.R.'s overall economic development plan. 

Until recently, it has ranked low, and it was anticipated that, 

for at least the next 15 years, the exportable surplus to world 

buyers in pulp, paper, paperboard, and products should be negligible, 

unless the Soviet government directed heavy elcports for political 

reasons despite adverse domestic effects. 

It is noteworthy, however, tllat the U.B.S.R. has announced 

upward revisions in 1965 production figures. As an example, chemical 

wood pulp production for 1950 totaled 2,315,000 short tons. The 

figure for 1965 is 6,012,000 short tons, an increase of 194 percent. 

Paper and paperboard production in 1953 was 3,259,000 short tons, 

with 1965 production set at 7,771,000, an increase of 133 percent. 

The revised figure for 1965 is now 3,543,000 short tons, an increase 

of 162 percent. 

Whether the announcement of the upward revisions revealed 

action to meet increased home consumption or, instead, an intention 

to move powerfully into the export market, can be more accurately 

determined through examination of 1966 production and export figures, 

when available. 
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MUSHROOM GROWING 

Commercial mushroom growing in caves and abandoned mines 

offers a new potential for industry in West Virginia. Mushroom 

culture, while not new in the United States, has been, in the past, 

fairly generally concentrated in'the States of Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

and New York, near larger, metropolitan areas. Actually, climatic 

and soil conditions would permit commercial mushroom production 

throughout the country, except for States of the Deep South, where 

the necessity for costly refrigeration would make it prohibitive. 

Also, past major commercial mushroom production has been in 

long, narrow, shed-like buildings, designed to permit regulation of 

temperature, humidity, and ventilation. A more recent innovation 

in mushroom culture has been the use of abandoned limestone and 

gypsum mines and caves for housing mushroom beds established on 

small movable trays of compost. Because these caves and mines 

can be cheaply modified to provide the year-round conditions 

favorable for the growing phase of mushroom culture, they offer a 

special advantage to growers in this highly competitive industry. 

Mushroom culture has two phases: (1) pasteurizing manure 

and the production of lispawn ti in primary beds; and (2) growth of 

the mushrooms in permanent beds. When caves and mines are utilized 

for housing the growth stage, special sheds for soil pasteurization 

and mushroom spawning must be built separately from the cavern, for 

better control of sanitation and heat. The sanitation of the compost 

and mushroom spawning material--usually sterile manure, rye grain, 

or tobacco stems--is highly important, as mushrooms easily become 

the prey of fungus growths, nematodes, mites, and insects. The 

success of a commercial grower is largely dependent on his ability 

to exclude or control these pests. 

(More) 
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The, two largest mushroom plants in the United States are 

underground cavern installations, located in New York and Pennsylvania. 

Illinois has a similar installation. In West Virginia, a mushroom 

farm is operating in Marshall County, partially utilizing a clay 

mine, and is producing approximately 2,000 lbs. of excellent quality 

mushrooms daily, with a high production potential for the future. 

However, it is not recom:nended that investors rush out to 

buy up a number of West Virginia's abandoned mines in order to go 

into mushroom production, as a liget-rich-quickli scheme, as many 

elements mdlitate against such operations. 3kill, knowledge, and 

experience are vital factors in successful mushroom culture; and, 

although the U. S. mushroom market is rapidly expanding, as a 

result of rising American standards of living, this demand has 

resulted in increased production in this country and abroad. Fresh 

mushrooms are greatly in demand, but the major crop absorption is 

for canning. 

Eighty percent of the mushrooms sold in the U. S. in FY 1963-64 

were imported from Taiwan, where the mushroom-growing industry was 

fostered in the early 1960's through grants and loans in local 

currency by the U. S. Agency for International Development. Cheap 

labor on Taiwan and favorable growing conditions have combined to 

make that country the largest supplier of mushrooms to the U. S. 

Thus, despite U. S. Tariff Commission findings that imports are 

not seriously injuring the domestic mushroom industry, the competition 

from imported mushrooms for canning is certainly an economic factor 

for prospective mushroom producers to consider before investing. 
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WHAT'S NEW IN MEDICAL RESEARCH? 

Medical research, under the aegis of the U. S. Public Health 

Service, at various of the Institutes at the National Institutes of 
l 

Health, Bethesda, Maryland, is resulting in significant progress in 

many areas. 

Heart disease, one of the United States I great ''killers'!, is 

being attacked through a massive research program. Tile entire 

area of cardiovascular diseases has been the subject of nearly 

2,500 research projects during 1964, many being pursued at the 

National Heart Institute and others at universities and hospitals 

throughout this country and in research institutions in a number 

of foreign countries. So widespread is the interest in research 

in this area of human illness that the results of the projects 

appeared in more than 3,000 scientific papers and abstracts published 

during the year. The most hopeful of the results indicate that 

stroke and arteriosclerotic heart disease are beginning to show 

signs of yielding a bit to the steadily mounting research program. 

The overall death rate from strokes has declined somewhat. 

Fatalities from arteriosclerotic heart disease in women under 55 

years of age have dropped substantially, and deaths from this 

disease in white males aged 45-65 have been held at a steady level 

since 1960. 

An intensified research and development effort is being mounted 

this year in the hope of making an artificial heart a clinical 

reality in the near future. 
. '110,',,"4'. 

ThiS·wi1.~, represent a giant step forward 

for medical research and will be both a medical and technological 

triumph. 

In another area of heart disease research, special surveys 
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conducted as part of the Diet and Heart Disease FeasibiLity Study, 
\ 

begun in L963, have revealed that the pattern of mortality from 

coronary heart disease and cerebrovascular disease among persons 

of Japanese ancestry now living in Hawaii differs noticably from 

that found in Japan and that found in Caucesians living in Hawaii. 

Coronary heart disease causes nearly 3 times C.s many deaths among 

men of Japanese descent in Hawaii as in comparabLy aged men in 

Japan. This increased rate is still less than half that found in 

men of this age in the U, S. popu'lation as a whole. These 

striking circumstances are being investigated by the Heart Institute 

to determine what changes in patterns of living could be isolated 

as being contributory. 

Researchers at the National Institute of Arthritis and 

Metabolic Diseases have discovered another possible beneficial use 

for aspirin, that medicinal aid most frequentLy found in the 

American medical cabinet. Recent experimental studies tend to 

show that incorporating prolonged, large doses of salicyLates, such 

as aspirin or related drugs, over and beyond their pain-killing 
, 

effect, acts to inhibit protein-digesting enzymes believed to be 

responsible for cartilage degeneration. This finding suggests, 

according to these researchers, that sslicylates, in continuous 

and adequate dosages, may have prophylactic value in degenerative 

types of human arthritis. 

One NIH activity which 1s expected to prove highLy vaLuable 

has been the regular monthly publ~cation of current-awareness 

journals on certain phases of medical research, This expediting 

of cross-communication of scientific findings and clinical data will 

provide American researchers and practitioners with gleanings from 

4,000 biomedical journals published throughout the world. 

- 30 -



) 
) 

. From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume V -- Number 15 April 9, 1965 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

ZIP CODE 

Progression in the United States carries with it increasing 

advantages for American citizens--higher standards of living, more 
• 

educational opportunities, more leisure time, better health care, 

and a variety of other benefits. 

But it also necessitates some changes in mental attitudes, and 

the acceptance of complexities in daily living, for the average 

citizen. One of the complexities which Americans are learning to 

live with is the explosive proportions of the volume of mail which 

is handled by their Federal postal system. 

Postmaster General John A. Gronouski stated on March 25, at 

the Washington, D. C., conference of the Magazine Publishers 

Association, that our volume of mail has increased 166 percent since 

1940, and in 1964 it reached an annual rate of 72 billion individual 
I 

pieces--nearly as much as the rest of the world's total volume. 

And, electrifying, it is increasing at the rate of 2 billion 

pieces each year. 

ObViously, simplified means of handling this gigantic load, and 

some method of reducing the accompanying manpower requirements, are 

imperative. 

But, because 80% of this mail is business mail, no simple 

solution such as, ''Oon't write, telephone!", can be adopted. Utility 

bills and payments, bank deposits and receipts, insurance premiums, 

credit card transactions, department store bills and payments, 

mortgage payments, dividend checks, soci~l security checks, selective 

service draft notices, advertising matter, magazines, and, yes, 

income tax returns, travel via Uncle Sam's heavily over-burdened 

mail service. 

(MORE) 
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Adding to the Postmaster General's headaches, the transportation 

-I system within the United States has changed. West Virginia is a 

clear example of the areas in which mail service by train has 

sharply diminished. In the past thrity years, on the national 

level, mail-carrying trains have dropped from 10,000 to 1,100. 

Planes, trucks, and buses now operate where pony express in past 

decades was the mail-carrying me4ia. 

Thus, in the year 1964, our old American zoned-address system 

in identifying mail destinations is comparably as outmoded and 

inadequate as would be the continued use of pony express in place 

of airlines for mail delivery. 

Fortunately, modern day technology has a tool--the computer-

ready for use in solving the mail delivery problem. However, the 

computer can only be as efficient as the persons who feed items to 

it. By gradually changing over to more mechanized operations, the 

Post Office Department can move its installations forward to the era 

of the 1960's. By carefull~ remembering zip codes, and using them 

constantly in addressing mail, each American citizen can, more 

progressively and effectively, move himself, or herself, forward 

into the 1960's, To look upon the usage of zip codes as a 

distasteful requirement is to look upon change as an unwelcome 

necessity instead of a welcome challenge to reap fuller benefits 

from our atomic age. 
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FRUIT AND BERRY RESEARCH IABOR.ATORY 
(Part 1) 

Department of Agriculture research specialists are 

wrestling with a knotty proble~-where to find fruit growers in 

northeastern West Virginia who are interested sufficiently in 
• 

developing research on small fruits, berries, and edible nuts 

to donate a substantial parcel of good fruit-growing land for 

establishment of a regional research laboratory. When the Depart

ment of Agriculture Fruit Research Station at I~arneysville was 

established in 1930, some of the local growers organized and 

obtained money to help in purchasing the land. Hopeaf Federal 

participation in a northeastern regional research laboratory 

exists through the provisions of the Appalachian Regional Develop· 

ment Act if interest in local fruit growers can be aroused to 

sponsor the project and pffer guarantees of ~pproximately 

500 acres of good fruit-growing land. 

The U. S. apple crop has averaged over 120 million bushels 

annually for a number of years, with 65 percent sold for use as 

fresh fruit. Approximately 80 percent of these apples are 

produced in Washington, New York, Michigan, Virginia, California, 

Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and the New England States. The 

largest single apple field orchard in the U. S.--1,200 acres--

is near Charles Town, \'Jest Virginia. Apple growers today are 

concentrating their efforts on growing the few varieties of 

the fruit with best customer sales appeal and greatest suitability 

to area soil and climate. Accordingly, West Virginia's production 

is now confined primarily to Red and Standard Delicious, Stayman, 

York Imperial, Golden Delicious, and Winesap. Research has been 

important in establishing this production choice, for successful 

commercial apple gro~rlng is today a speciulized, technical job. 

(MORE) 
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( In 1963, West Virginia's total apple crop production was 

110,400 tons and was worth $9,476,000. The peach crop was the only 

other fruit crop of substantial growth in the State, totaling 

10,800 tons in 1963, for a monetary return of $1,260,000. Also, 

in 1963, West Virginia's production of other fruits and edible 

nuts totaled $180,000, less than one percent of the Nation's total 

dollar value of those crops. Commercially-grown pears, sweet 

cherries, grapes, bush fruits, and strawberries continue to be 

almost non-existent in the northeastern Appalachian fruit belt, 

including West Virginia, although non-citrous fruits consumed in 

the U. S. made up 58 percont of all fruits consumed in the last 

decade, with processed fruits accounting for a major portion. 

The American Consumer in 1962 ate 36 Ibs. more fruit in 

one form or another than his grandparents in 1910; and in 1962, 

he ate 2 Ibs. more than in 1961. In regard to strawberries alone, 

so great was the demand that 3.6 million Ibs. of fresh stra.berries 

and 41.3 million Ib&of frozen berries were imported during the 

first 11 months of 1964, with Mexican imports accounting for 95 

percent of the total, and Canada the remc:.~.ning 5' percent. 

The conclusion is thus obvious that because of the growing 

U. S. population, with its increasing income and concomitant re-

quirement for more fruit, both fresh and processed, a tremendous 

potential for the northeastern Appalachian fruit belt exists. 

The Appalachian area has historically produced large 

volumes of fruit, and since the middle 1950's, large mechanized 

packing and storage facilities have enabled Appalachian fruit 

growers to forge ahead. Research studies on the sorting processes 

have been immensely helpful, and apple growers, recognizing that 

they have a vital stake in research at all levels of their industry, 

have invested privately and in cooperation with governmental agencies 

to advance research programs, and have reaped income dividends as 

a result. 
-30-
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FRUIT AND BERRY RESEARCH LABORATORY 
(Part II) 

As a sample of what research can offer of benefit to West 

Virginia in the realm of fruit and nut growing, a recent encour-

aging announcement was made by the Department of Agriculture to 

the effect that experimental plantings of a hardy Persian (English) 

type walnut tree had resulted in one which may be well suited to 

Mountain State conditions. That agency also reported that this 

walnut variety may be soon available for limited commerciQl 

planting. This development represents a long step forward, for 

as recently as 1958, a Department of Agriculture report stated: 

liThe loss of trees has been so great and their production of nuts 

has been so disappointing, in general, that the planting of com-

mercial orchards of Persian walnuts in the eastern and southern 

United States cannot be recommended. 1I 

It is believed by Agriculture specialists that research in 

relation to selected other fruits, berries, and edible nuts could 

be expected to produce similar effective results for West Virginia 

growers, and a research laboratory lecated in the northeastern 

area of the State would be most effectively situated for carrying 

forward the research oper,;tions. This location is imminently 

desirable, for the soils in this northeastern corner are derived 

from limestone origins which are of the type generally suitable 

for most fruit crops. This area has the added virtue of being 

located within easy access of large population centers which 

provide good markets. 

In 1964, over 5,000,000 bushels of apples, nearly a 

million bushels of peaches, and some sour cherries were grown 

in this area. It is believed that the acreages of these crops 
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could be materially increased and that a number of other fruit 
\ 

( crops could be grown in the region, if eertain production problems 

.. ~ 

could be solved. Primary among these problems are disease and 

insect control and the need for winter-hardy. good quality 

varieties adapted to the area. 

A recent Department of Agriculture survey resulted in a 

report that other fruits which could be grown profitably in West 

Virginia's northeastern area included pears, plums, sweet cherries, 

strawberries, raspberries, end blackberries. The report further 

pointed out that these fruits are in short supply and would be 

readily received in markets if available. 

The reasons why these fruits are not presently grown 

commercially in West Virginia are varied. As an example, a pear 

industry in northeastern Appalachia is currently non-existent 

because of ravages of the bacterial fire blight disease, although 

the area is otherwise well adapted to the culture of that fruit. 

The Appalachian Region as a whole could profit well if pears could 

be grown there, as pears grown in other areas are shipped to 

northeastern Appalachia for processing. 

Str~wberriesJ which could be used as a high per-acre 

income crop for small growers who have other part-time employment, 

are not grown commercially in West Virginia because of the need 

for new disease-resistant varieties. Plums suffer from bacterial 

diseases which prevent production of high quality plums in eastern 

United States. Raspberry production is limited because of virus 

diseases. A fruit and berry research laboratory located in 

northeastern West Virginia would offer potential heavy dividends 

for fruit growers of the State by operating more effectively in 

the actual region where the problems need solving. 

- 30 -
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.AMERICAN HARRIAGE3 AND DIVORCES 
--MYTHS OR FACTS? 

The total picture on P~rican marriages and divorces is difficult 

to assess because of the lack of truly comprehensive facts. In view 

of the importance of the subjec~, it is surprising that this situation 

exists in the U. S. in the 1960's. Actually, informed observers 

point out that our Nation is far behind most countries of Uestern 

Europe in the accuracy of its divorce statistics, so that a number 

of myths, which are hard to refute, as to the status of U. S. 

marriages may have grown up and been given national circulation. 

Why is this situation true? Vital statistics are maintained 

at much national elcpense by the U. S. Department of Health, Education, 

and ~Jelfare, covering a wide range of subjects. Some of these 

statistics include non-romantic and somewhat grim figures on U. S. 

marriages and divorces. HGwever, vital statist~cs are the responsi-

bility of the individual fifty States, unlilce the national censuses 

of population, which are provided for in the Constitution as a 

responsibility of the Federal Government. 

As early as the first two decades of this century, U. S. births 

and deaths were not fully reported. That they are now reported is due 

to a deliberate campa~gn led by public-health specialists and 

physicians. American Be.r .Association members are pxesently c~-

paigning in a similar manner in support of a central registration 

of divorces. Social scientists point out that 23 States are not 

now participating in the Divorce RegistratioIl Area Program, so that 

documentation on marriages by States is generally uniform in prepara-

tion, and accurately reported, whereas no truly uniform divorce 

reporting system is in operation throughout the Nation. At such 

time as a unified divorce reporting system is fil..'"tllly established, it 

is believed that help[~l research can be undertaken, in much the 
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manner of insurance actuaries estimating the risk of death from a 

study of death statistics. Excellent divorce statistics would nuU<e it 

possible to calculate the risk of divorce from such facts as age at 

marriage, differences between ages of husband and wife, number of 

previous marriages and whether they were dissolved by divorce or 

death. 

National statistics, as presently compiled from State reports, 

reveal 1,577,000 marriages in 'the U. S. in 1962, an increase of 1.9 

percent over 1961. This marriage rate was 8.5 per 1.000 population, 

the same as for 3 previous years and among the lowest since 1920. 

By contrast, in 1962, an estimated 413,000 divorces were granted, a 

rate of 2.2 per 1,000 population. This rate, also, has shown little 

change in recent years, provided the facts are accurately assembled. 

It is reported that for over 20 years nothing drastic has 

apparently happened to the f.merican divorce rate e~ccept for E. brief 

sharp increase caused by the war, followed by a decline. In 1946, 

when many war marriages ended, the divorce rate was 4.3 per 1,000 

of the population, an all-time high. In that year, more than 600,000 

couples were divorced. F'rom the provision~ll figures so far available 

for the 1960's it appears that the divorce rate for the first half 

of this decade has apparently leveled off at 2.2 per 1,000 of the 

population, which, although it represents an increase over the rate 

forty years ago of 1.5 in 1923, is approximately half of the 1946 

peak rate. 

Is this a fact or a myth? Only uniformly maintained divorce 

statistics can offer the answer, and even more importantly, only a 

careful analysis of accurate statistics can offer the answer as to 

whose marriages break up--and why. 
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-':~ 

From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Bu11~ingJ Washington, D. C. 20510 

\ 

Volume V -- Number 19 May 1, 1965 

Byrd • s Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

.AMERICA TR.AVELS THROUGH AIR AND SPACE 

The 33th anniversary of the historic tran-Atlantic flight by 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh occurs this month. The young aviator 

departed from Roosevelt Field, Long Island, New York, on May 20, 

1921, and 33~ hours and 3,610 non-stop miles later he landed at 

L'Bourget Airfield in Paris, France, to be welcomed by wildly-

cheering crowds. 

The accolades which he received, both from the citizenry of 

his grateful natio;.) and from the many peoples of the civilized 

world for his g~e~t air pioneering feat, were well deserved. 

The single-motored plane, The Spirit of St. Louis, in which 

Lindbergh made his, then almost unbelievable, non-stop flight, is 

honorably housed in the Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D. C., 

where it has been a leading tourist attraction for many years. Also, 

housed there is the Project Mercury space capsule in which Ham, the 

Cameroon-born, American linatu'l:,alizedtl and trained, chimpanzee, 

made his 1961 voyage into outer space. For, on January 31 of that 

year, the 31~ lb. chimp traveled 5,000 miles per hour into space 

on a rocket flight of 3~ hours duration. On conclusion, a Marine 

Corps helicopter fished the capsule, and unhanned quadruped, from 

the Atlantic Ocean where it landed only 420 miles from its Cape 

Canaveral launching pad; and the space vehicle now rests in honored 

juxtaposition to !h£ Spi~~ 2£~' Louis. 

From the vantage point of the year 1965, a look at these two 

vehicular products of American engineering, and man's eternal thirst 

for conquering the unknown, and attempting the untried, cannot be 

other than almost overwhelming, for these objects are representative 

of the great frontiers which have been crossed during a mere 60 years 

since the first manned air flight was accomplished, by an American. 

(More) 
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Lindbergh in making his vision of non-stop, trans-ocean flight 

a reality must have had Bome premonitory concept of the tremendous 

~ possibilities for man in the air and in space. What may have been 

the premonitory concepts in the minds of the engineers and scientists 

of the world when news of the greatest single air venture by man, to 

date, was flashed to the world on March 18, 1965, is partially recorda" 

in the practical planning which is an every day part of the work of 

the National Aeronautics &id Spac~ Administration here in Washinston. 

The accmllplisbrn.ent.: on that historic March date by Russian astronauts t 

Colonel Cavel Ivanovich Belyayev and Lt. Col. Aleksei Arkhipovichi 

Leonov, in traveling 4L.7 ,000 miles through space and making 17 

revolutions ar:o'.lrd the earth in 26 hours. was truly remarkable. Hore 

awesome was the achievement by Astronaut Leonov, who moved out of, 

and away from, his capsule and back into it, having safely talten a 

walk into space as part of that same mission. 

Impressively, too, on Harch 23 of this year, two American 

astronauts, in a 4 hours, 54 minutes, Gemini space flight orbited the 

earth for 3 revolutions, traveling approximately ao,ooo miles, 

successfully returning with a mission precisely and effectively 

accomplished. This giant step toward our American goal of being 

first in space, in adherence to our firm national policy of I1space 

for peaceful purposes" is evidence to the world of our refusal to 

rest on our laurels. 

One may well speculate as to what not-yet visualized object may 

some day join .!.b£ .2PJF.:i:..~ .. 91. St. bOllis and Ham' s space vehicle in the 

Smith"onian, as evidence of another American air-space victory. 
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AM£RICA'S VD PROBLID1 

The problem of venereal disease was for many years considered 

IItaboo"--forbidden of discussion. Protected by this general public 

avoidance of recognition of the damaging range of the problem, 

venereal diseases often floutished untreated in humans until the 

ravages were so far advanced when brought to medical attention that 

no real help was possible for the victims. 

However, with advances of modern science and more enlightened 

public attitudes, greater attention has been given to the problem 

and, importantly, toward encouragement to victims to take advantage 

of advances in medical treatment and to seek the benefits of modern 

~iracle drugs. As a result, the VD rate dropped in the United States 

for over a decade. llowever, once again, Public Health Service 

statistics indicate a national rise in the VD rate. Because there 

is no agent for immunizing the population as, for instance, is the 

case with small pox, finding and reporting cases continues to be the 

bnly feasible means of controlling VD. All of the 50 States require 

that syphilis and gonorrhea cases coming to medical attention be 

reported to the State or local health officers. 

From 1955-1958, reported new cases of syphilis approximated 6,500 

annually. The Public Health Service listed new cases as increasing 

~n 1959 and continuing at an accelerated rate through 1961, with 

somewhat smaller increases in 1962 and 19630 While some factors, 

such as better reporting by private physicians, may have contributed 

to these increases, it is believed that a real increase in incidence 

in most areas is the foundation for the advancing total. 

For Fiscal Year 1963, 22,045 new cases of syphilis were reported, 

but it is known that the number is understated because not all cases 

are diagnosed and not all diagnosed cases are reported. 

(MORE) 
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Past estimates of the total incidence of syphilis ranged around 

~~ 60,000 cases yearly. However, based on a special survey during 1962, 

by agencies such as the American Social Health Association and the 

American Medical Association, it is now believed that the actual 

yearly incident of syphilis is more than double the old estimate. 

" 

Shocking? Yes. But consider the hidden threat to community 

health--the toll imposed by that disease upon the manpower and 

econo~ of the country. As a single item, the cost of maintenance 

of patients with syphilitic pyschoses (mental cases) in 1960 was 

$50,000,000. 

In reviewing U. S. Public Health Service~ stat~stics on 

reported cases of VD. for FY 1963, it is noted that the District of 

Columbia. recorded as a separate unit along with the 50 individual 

States, led the entire list by a large majority, with 262.3 cases 

per 100,000 civilian population recorded for syphilis in all stages 

and 1,056.8 for gonorrhea. Totals for the State of New York were 

138.0 per 100,000 civilian population for syphilis and 146.6 for 

gonorrhea. West Virginia's reported totals were 71.0 per 100,000 

civilian population for syphilis and 52.5 for gonorrhea. 

For 1964, the District ranked second after Newark, New Jersey, 
e 

in ~ported cases of syphilis but retained first place among all 

U. S. cities in case incidence of gonorrhea. 

Decidedly not pleasant reading. But avoidable. The public 

needs to become more aware of the importance of cooperation of all 

elements of society with health authorities to eradicate these 

diseases. 

- 30 -
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A "HODEL" CITY'S PROBLEMS 

Washington, the Nation's Capital City, has been unusually 

beautifUL this spring. The good weather, and the special efforts 

made toward beautification, such as tree, shrub, and flower planting, 

have combined to make it--in outward appearance in many areas--more 

" nearly the Nation's Model City," which the President has expressed 

as an important goal. 

But this tourist-appealing, external appearance is, unfortunately) 

only a part of the Washington story. There is a grim, non-scenic 

side to the District, which makes the goal of Washington as a I~odel 

City" not easi l.y attained. 

As one element in the non-scenic side--vandalism is common. 

As an example, it cost $112,000 to replace broken school windowpanes 

during Fiscal Year 1964. 

Evidences of the rising crime rate in the District of Columbia 

are all too frequently encountered. For April, the Metropolitan 

Police announced that the District of Columbia's crime rate had 

risen again--for the 35th consecutive month--and tllat this rise had 

been a substantial one. In March, the number of serious crimes 

(criminal homicide, rape, robbery, housebreaking, grand larceny, 

and petty larceny) rose to 2,856, a rise of 11.1 percent over March 

1964; and the 1964 total shows a 94 percent increase over the year 

1957. The District police state at least one-third of these crimes 

are committed by juveniles. 

This situation is especially alarming because these crimes 

are occurring despite the fact that the Federal payment and Federal 

grant-in-aid moneys to the District have been steadily increased to 

provide for law enfo1:cem.ent officers and to meet school, health, and 

welfare needs. 

(MORE) 
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u. IS. Public Health Service statistics on reported cases of 

""~.J venereal disease for the Fiscal Year 1963 show the District, listed 

'" 

as a separate unit among the 50 States, led the entire list by a large 

majority, with 262.88 reported cases per 100,000 civilian population 

of syphilis and 1,056.8 for gonorrhea. 

For 1964, the District ranked second among the cities of the 

Nation in reported cases of syphilis but remained first in case 

incidence of gonorrhea. Washington's syphilitic rate is eight times 

the national average. And reported VD cases generally are much less 

than the actual incidence, so the total may be higher. 

The District was second only to California in the rate of deaths 

due to alcoholism in 1963. It, however, led the cities of the Nation 

in reported consumption of alcoholic beverages in national surveys 

t~ken during 1941 and 1962. 

Statistics on pregnancies among unwed school-age females in 

the District show a reported total for 1962 of 1,641 for ages 19 and 

under. The rising total for 1963 showed 1,712 pregnancies in the 19 

years and under bracket, of which 118 were under' 15. Reliable 

estimates for 1964 indicate 1,100 high school girls under age 18 gave 

birth to illegitimate children in the District of Columbia, so, the 

trend is rising. 

Figures for January, 1965, indicate more than 15,368 children 

were elements in the Department of Welfare's caseload records and, 

of these, 6,214, or approximately 40.8 percent, were illegitimate. 

Planting flowers and other efforts to add to the City's 

beautification can make it more eye-appealing, but the "sores H of 

society which are deeply festering 1n t-lashington must be cured before 

the appellation of 'Model City" may properly be given to the Nation's 

CapitLl. 
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WELFARE PROBLEHS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUt1BIA 

In 1961, a special investigation was made of welfare caseloads 

in the District of Columbia, which resulted in findings of high 

ineligibility. For example, 59% of I~C cases were not eligible; 
, 

58% of general public assistance cases were ineligible; and 39% of 

the permanently and totally disabled cases were not eligible. 

Moreover, among those found to be eligible, over-payments 

were being made in 20% of the cases. It was evident that millions of 

dollars annually were being paid in the form of welfare checl's to 

recipients who did not qualify for such checks. In the light of 

these findings, it is believed that similar situations exist in large 

cities throughout the country. 

Upon the recommendation of the Comptroller General of the 

United States, based on the t:findingsti growing out of this investiga-

tion, the Congress appropriated moneys for additional investigators, 

and several thousand persons have been removed from the case loads in 

~vashington, D. C. 

\-Jelfare checks serve a good purpose when they are paid to 

recipients who qualify under the regulations, but the basic purpose 

in appropriating moneys for welfare programs should be to rehabilitate 

those individuals who are capable of employment and who are willing 

to work, and to provide assistance for persons who are incapacitated. 

But it was never the intention of Congress to encourage 2nd, 

3rd, and 4th generation welfare families. Welfare should not become 

a way of life, as evidence indicates it has become for many. Over 

,the past 10 years, the population of the United States has increased 

18%, but the number of welfare recipients has gone up 42%. 

There is no ceiling on welfare payments in the District of 

Columbia, and the D. C. Helfare Department spent $34 million last 
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year to help Washington's needy. There are families who are receiving 

v monthly checks totaling over $400. In the recent past, the amounts 

in some instances have exceeded $500. In addition thereto, these 

families can receive surplus commodities valued up to $71. By 

contrast, in West Virginia, welfare recipients receive quite different 

treatment. There is a ceiling of $165 monthly placed on such 

assistance. 

\'Jelfare programs in the District of Columbia have contributed 

to the in-migration of undesirable elements and heve apparently en-

couraged illegitimacy. Of 15,368 children in the ADC category in 

January 1965, in Washington, 6,274 (or 40%) were illegitimate 

children. A study of welfare records shows one group of 13 mothers 

with l30 illegitimate children, all om welfare; a group of 14 mothers 

with 126 illegitimate children, all on welfare; a group of 13 mothers 

with l44 illegitimate children, all on we~.fare; and another group of 

41 mothers with 287 illegitimate children, all on welfare; and another 

group of 170 mothers with 350 illegitimate children, all on welfare. 

In view of the Distri~t of Columbia's rising r~tes of crime, 

juvenile delinquency, veneral disease, and illegitimacy, it would 

isppear that appropriations of Federal funds would more properly be 

expended in cleaning up welfare caseloads, providing for training 

and rehabilitation of welfare recipients, adding child welfare 

personnel, increasing law enforcement activities, and importantly, 

providing for expanded education. 
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LZi.P FROGGING INTO JPi.C2 

Increus::.ngly spect,.cul.:: .. r feG:ts by r.uc:::;~~.:.n cosmonauts have 

brought forth inevitable comparisons between Soviet and I~rican 

space programs, which have led toward various analyses of reasons 

why the Soviet Russians are ahead in space ventures. 

Military experts credit the heavy concentration of U.S.S.R. 

budgetary funds toward advancing the Red space program for m~litery 

reasons. Political analysts credit the greater pliability of a 

totalitarian government as contrasted to a republic. Educetional 

specialists state the 30viets' space e.dvantE-ge lies in the geering 

of the Soviet Russian school system to e process called trThe Leap 

Frog Techniqueli--the selection of some areas of high degree of 

specialization, for development of certain favored potentials to 

meet specified needs. 

Under this "Leap Frog'l system, a very large number of engineers 

and scientists have been produced, as determined necessary by the 

U.S.S.R. central government. In the United States, the school 

curricula are determined by individual States and local school 

authorities, with no guidance by the Federal Government, and the 

individual student then majors in a subject of his or her choice. 

The Soviets have a heavy commitment to and emphasis on educatiol 

as the cornerstone for development of their economy. ilbout 15% of 

their national budget is channelled into education. Over l~ million 

qualified teachers are employed--this in a country the popuLation 

of which was almost completely illiterete at the end of vJorld War I. 

The Soviets believe their national destiny is closely linked 

with science and technology; and, by virtue of the materialistic 

philosophy espoused by the Soviet government, great emphasis has 

been placed on the natural sciences and rruathematics, from primary, 
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elementary, high school, and under-graduate levels through graduate 

schools. This stress is considerably greater than in the U. S. 

As an example, education reports indicate a sUDstantia1 decline in 

the percentage of American students taking physics in high school. 

Reading material is geared toward academic pursuits in 

Soviet Russia. There are no crime paperback magazines, no comic 

books, no movie magazines, no cheesecake photography to distract 

citizens at every turn. The Sov\et translating activity of world 

scientific and technical literature is unmatched by any other 

country. The Soviets openly boast that they subscribe to eveL~ 

professional journal in the whole world. From these, they have 

garnered facts on technological advances on which to base a great 

build up of Soviet industry. 

This intensive activity is possible because U.S.S.R. students 

almost all take a foreign language as a required subject, with 

instruction beginning in Grade 5 at age 12, although a good many 

schools instruct tLt~11y, beginning at Grade 2, in a foreign 

language. 95% of all pupils enrolled in grades 5-10 are studying a 

foreign language. 

Soviet students enter school at 7 years of age and SO to school 

for 11 years of intensive training. Beginning at Grade 5, a student 

is required to spend 10-14 hours daily in study and homework combine 

The 2 most dynamic educational societies of our generation are 

the U.S.G.R. and the U. S. The nation which, in the future, is 

ahead in its grasp of the physical sciences, and which has a mejor 

reservoir of graduates in the areas of science, engineering, and 

applied technology, w~ll be ahead militar~ly. 
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WHAT tn LL THEY mINK OF NEXT? 

For years, folk have marvelled at the wondrous new things 

brought to public attention with each new age. As a favorite way 

of expressing such wonderment. the quest~on. 'What will they think 

of next?", is asked. 

Recently the hypothetical lithey'l heve thought of some truly 

arresting things. As one example, a gadget h~s been advertised of 

particular interest to summertime porch sitters. It not merely 

arrests, but traps and 1<:::lls insects .. -includ:"ng mosquitos Clnd other 

annoying pests. This new, motorized, insect trep, is said to lure 

insects with its miracle "black light," drawing them into its 

powerful fan chamber end depositing them into a handy, disposable, 

escape-proof, plastic, replaceable bag. All this without using 

harmful sprays or powders--using nothing which would harm children, 

pets, and birds. 

To avoid arrest, motorists who exceed speed limits and have 

formerly been helpless against radar detect::'on, and resulting 

traffic fines, can now buy and install a radar detector on the family 

auto. As the radar beam is picked up, the detector emits a steady 

beep to remind the driver to slow down and remain within safe, 

non-arrestable, driving limits. lut "anti radar" radar! 

Also, for the motorists traveling the Nation~ pay-as-you-go 

super highways, a new gun has been designed to shoot coins into the 

collection baskets of the highway toll booths, so no traveling time 

need be lost in stopping to aim the coins into the baskets. 

For the golfer, two new items are available which are guaranteed 

to lower his or her score. A new Range Finder has been developed 

which enables the golfer to determine the exact distance from his 

ball to the pin, thus simplifying the choice of the correct club to 
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use in o,rder to make the proper shot. Another newly developed item, 

possibly a natural companion to the Range Finder, is the atomic 

energized golf ball. These balls are advertised as having been 

treated with a special gamma energized process--at Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee, liThe l~tomic City": 

If the golfer's game does not improve by using these gadgets, 

perhaps he will need to hire a helpful caddy--to "accidentally" 

kick or drop the errant ball into the cup • . 
For new parents, ~y steps to listen to the new progeny's 

breathing can be saved by installing, on the wall above the baby's 

crib, an ultra sound sensitive instrument which will act as a 

watchful eye, or, more exactly, ear, to alert the anxious parents 

to any unusual sounds. 

Among the titillating publications, which come under the 'What 

will t~ley think of next? I; category» is a book of advice to instruct 

tall men how they should dress, including words of wisdom on what 

specific neckties will do the most for taller males. Hhet action 

must be taken if Christmas gift neckties from re\atives do not 

meet the specifications is not known. 

Indeed--what neJct is a good question. 

- 30 -
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THE MODERN SAGA OF POULTl~Y 

The old school-boy puzzler--'~ich came first, the chicken or 

the egg?"--is no longer of concern to even a small segment of the 

iimerican public, because ,Americans are demanding.2.2.!h, simultaneously J 

in increasing quantities, as part of the national diet. 

An estimated 400 eggs and an average of 30 pounds of chicken 

are consumed annually by each person in the U. S. In addition, an 

i4roerican eats an average of more than 5 pounds of turkey yearly. 

This means millions of chickens--fryers, broilers, roasters, 

capons, and egg-layers--must be produced to satis~ chicken-loving 

ilmericans. Poultry raising, including turkey and duck production, 

is big business in the U. S.--year round business--absorbing the 

talents, energies, and time of farmers, poultrymen, accountants, 

bookkeepers, hatcherymen, veterinarians, Government agency employees, 

feedmen, and publishing companies. 

Poultry marketry is the basis for lucrative advertising accounts 

for New York I s Madison l .. venue ad-men. It: is the basis for a hard-to-

'tl}:.n merit badge award by the Boy Scouts of i.merica. It is the basis 

for substantial profit-making in many areas of l.merican life, althougt 

the cost of poultry and poultry products to the American buyer (in 

ratio to present monetary values and to other cost-of-living items) 

is approximately one third less than it was two generations ago. 

And Hest Virginia is receiving its share of the profits. The 

State's three leading farm products in terms of national ranking are: 

apples, poultry, and buclcwheat. There are 2 to 3 times as many 

chickens and turkeys as there are people in the Mountain State. A 

number of West Virginia farms are broiler farms and depend upon that 

specialized poultry crop for the total income. Averaged with other 
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faL1n products, on a statewide basis, about 15 cents out of the 

West Virginia farmer1s dollar comes from the sale of eggs. Turkeys 

are being raised in increasing quantities, and many have made their 

way from turkey farms to school lunches for the Nation's students 

under the National School lunch program. L. typical school meal 

costing a child 27 cents would ipclude turkey, mashed potatoes, 

spinach, cherry pie, milk, and e roll. 

f~nd the i.merican-grown chicken has become a complicati.ng fector 

in our relations with some foreign countries. U. S. poultry-raisers, 

with typical Yankee enterprise, have begun to export frozen chickens 

abroad to help fill expanding demands in some food uses. In certain 

areas of Europe) the price of locally-produced poultry runs higher 

than the i~erican mass-produced and processed product. As a result, 

nEltive growers have protested the unfair competition. 

It might be safely seid, "You can't Ieeep funerica's chickens 

down on the farm after Paree has seen them!1i 
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Mi~' S BEST FRIEND 

Many people in thinking of animals speak of the dog as manls 

best friend; and, indeed, as a social species, he is a good friend.-

serving as a pet, assisting in hunting, offering protection from, 

and warning of, adverse elements. 

However, with respect to usage for research purposes, in ways 

designed to prolong manls life and to add a greater measure of 

health, the dog has strong competitors. Hamsters, monkeys, mice, 

rats, chickens, rabbits, and even the raccoon, among other specimen, 

h~ve served nobly as subjects of research. 

The search for new and better drugs for treating cancer was 

organized on a national, cooperative basis 1'. years ago by the 

National Cancer Institute of the National Institutes of Health. 

Since then, more than 70,000 synthetic chemicals' and 100,000 

natural products have been tested in laboratory animals. In the 

interest of research, tumors have been produced in mice, rats, and 

hamsters, including cancers of the lung, colon, and pancreas, in 

which, to date, drug treatment is onLY OCC:,.D:.on':iL.y bcmeficiE.:.l. 

Monkeys are being used for a variety of purposes; in otudies on 

the transmission of parasitic diseases; in studies dealing with the 

brain and nerves (including Parkinson's disease and cerebral palsy); 

in studies of facets of pregnancies and newborn life; in studies on 

the identification of viruses (such as poliovirus); and in studies 

developing vaccines against virus-produced diseases, such as 

influenza. 

Colonies of germ-free guinea pigs, mice, and rats have been 

used to study various immunologic and disease processes in humans. 

Also, rats and hamsters are valuable allies in research on oral 

diseases, including damaging tooth decay and pyorrhea. Rabbits are 
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much used in testing biological products for safety, purity, and 

potency before they are made available to the physician for use in 

the prevention, treatment, or cure of diseases or injuries to men. 

The raccoon, an unusual research tool, i8 used by investigators 

of neurological anatomy because its "handso are thought to be 

specially sensitive to vibration. 

imd man's libest friendll--the dog--has been helpful as a subject 
. 

in developing a new method for measuring cerebral circulation as 

part of the attack on cerebrovascular disease and strokes. Also, 

many infants owe a vote of thanks for healthful diets to unlmown 

canine friends who have had new baby foods first litried" on them. 

But in one area of research, the dog offers man his best 

opportunity to determine facts on genetics which are applicable to 

his own future. Dogs have gone through approximately 4,000 

generations since their domestication while man has gone through 

only 400. The possibility eJcists that the genetic consequences 

of civilized living should be intensified in the dog, and therefore 

the dog should provide some estimate of the genetic future of 

mankind, under future conditions similar to the present. In short, 

the dog may be the genetic example for the human race. 

What does the future hold for man genetically, under his 

present free choice in marriage, leading to assortive mating? Is 

a period of scientific breeding of human populations yet to come? 

Studies, already begun, of his flbest friend"--the dog--may provide 

the answers. If so, the appellation "best friend li will be 

undeniably deserved. 
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i30Cli.L 3ECURITY 

For two decades) the quest:~on of provid:':'n:; medic£ll CE.re for the 

~.ll1er:'~c"n people ~ unde:c the cegis of the li'ede::,~I. government, 1.,,8 

rece::'ved Lttent::'ol1 by C Dn3t:csS, Mc..ny b:':' 1..10 hL.ve been introduced, 

embody::'ng vc..rious Lppror:-.cheSi:o medic,-l LSS~~.stLnce prog:a:.ms) t'l:"tb 

BCl-:le ;.:.dVOCLCY of compulso:,'Y j:~c£:lth insurcnce es t. 10gicLl progress::oi.1 

0;;: the soci.",l secur:...ty progrLIJl) enLcted :'.nto lc;;~'l :".n 1935. 

Under thc;;.t: progrull (t:~e COCiL1 Secur:U:y Lct) Lpproximi:..te ly 20 

m:...llion men) women~ .. :nd c:,.:::uren (lout 0:2 10 ':.n1CricLns) ,xe not'l 

:.:ece:·.v~~i.1g soc~:(;~l necuri'i:y '~ene:r:::"ts every month. Durin3 19G1}) ... ~ou'~ 

77 million earners paid social security contributions. Over D5 

percent of the people past 65 are either getting benefits or will be 

entitled to benefits when they or their husbands retire. Lbout 53 

million workers have worked long enough in covered employment so that 

they and their families have disability insurance protection. 

The original Social Security Act set up a system of contributory 

social security, affording protection against loss of earnings in 

~ld age because of retirement, with the program restricted in coverage 

to industrial and commercial employees. It provided for contributions 

by both employers and employees during the earning years of the 

eligible workers, so that a portion of income would be insured when 

work earnings ceased. The Lct also enabled the States to make more 

adequate provision for aged persons, blind persons, dependent and 

crippled children, maternal and child welfare, public health, and 

the administration of their unemployment compensation laws. 

The i'..Ct has since been broadened so that today practically all 

kinds of employment and self-employed are covered, and benefits are 

Rrovided for wives and children of retired worl~ers and survivors of 

deceased workers. Totally disabled workers and dependents are also 

covered, the law having been so amended in 1950 • 
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In f956, a public assistance program was incorporated in the 

Social Security Act, to serve needy people by providing income to 

supplement inadequate resources. In 1960, the Act was further 

amended to add medical assistance for the aged as part of the public 

assistance program, through Federal grants to States of from 50-80 

percent of program costs. The Medical Assistance Program for the 

Aged, however, is a voluntary arrangement which the States may 

accept or reject, and there are still 15 States which do not 
I 

participate. 

Yet it is an established fact that the need for medical care 

generally increases with age, and that many more dollars are used to 

pay for health and medical care for the aged than for people under 

65. Retirees with incomes normally adequate for their needs often 

cannot meet rising costs of illness. 

f~s the l."irst Imnual Report of the Social Security Board, in 1936, 

pointed out: "The quest of security is a task for the whole of the 

people. It must be worked out within a system which is distinctly 

P~rican ••• We cannot achieve ,security for a natioQ without promoting 

the security of the groups which make it up ••• " 

It is against this background that the Congress continues its 

attempts to legislate wisely in the areas of increased monthly 

social security benefits for eligible persons, more realistic 

retirement age eligibility, and medical care for America's older 

folk. 
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l.s temperatures soar and the humidity begins to play havoc with 

nonnally equitable dispositions, it becomes harder to remember that 

most of the United States lies in the Utemperateli zone. July and 

l1ugust heat waves give many hmericans the feeling that litorrid'l 
, 

zone would be more descriptive; and inevitably, as the mercury climbs, 

individual thoughts begin to revolve around ways to keep cool. 

As one approach, Orientals try keeping cool by conditioning 

thi.1ir thinkingo They place '~ind chimes li (small, hollow bamboo 

sticks on strings) where air movements will cause them to make a 

pleasant, tinkling sound. They concentrate their thoughts on cool-

s'Ounding place names, and they focus their eyes on visually restful 

colors and obj ects.. They ofte!1. arranee to have the constant, light, 

rippling sound of wat(!r nearby to create an 11lus10::1 of coolness. 

l:.m.ericans desiring t;'P'.Jl:ry the Oriental approach might, therefore, 

mentally picture our country, stretching 3,000 miles from the steely, 

gray iltlantic Ocean on the east, to the blue, breeze-freshened 

Pacific on the we6t~ They might recall that incorporated in our 

country's 5,625,000 square miles are mountainous altitudes that 

include the perpetually snow-capped reaches of the Rocky Mountains, 

the State of Alaska, much of which is l .. rtic in nature, and the 50th 

State of Hawaii, wonderfully touched by cooling truuc winds. 

If W[Jter shortages prohibit the use of runnin.g water for cooling 

sound, they might resort to an imaginary review of the 11,fl75-mile 

system of YJlater~"7ays in the center of our country, formed by the 

Mississippi-Missouri Rivers a~d their tributaries o If this does not 

result in sufficient coolneBs, cot'ttemplation might by eiven to the 

names of cool-sounding i~erican places, such as Cold Herbor, 

Virginia, of Civil War battleg~:ound f;:"i.":Ue; Cold Springs, Kentucky, 

with its granite q'H~rr:'..es; or Ice tJ!:<)untain, 16 milns north of 

Romney, \>1est Virginia, where ice is found along N0rth River often 
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throuG'llout the year, .)va:l Oi.l t~ia hottast Gumm.a::." daYG. 

However ~ ~s pr,~ct~~c,l ;::olk, i.merice.ns tV':::'11 most probe.bly seel~, 

in the future e.s in the pest) more pract:~.cLl w£.ys of secur:Lng 

coo tness Clnd cold to eL.se l:.v~~ng proD lems . .l.meric~n engineers eC:i:ly 

p~.oneered i'.n the process 0:1:: reirigertltion ~ f!10v:"ng us from the simple 

process of lowering per:"sh,j)le goods into dLmp cellars) where light 

eVi~porut:i.on of water coo led the enc losed c~reL, to mechanicc:l 

refr:::'gerc..tion. i.mer:::'CC.ns t .. E.ve p~ogressed ;f,.r [rom our Nation' s 

e'l,rL.e:: days when a sprint; of cold w£.t:er often determ~:.ned the site of 

c.:. p:~oneer' s home. They no longer f:::'nd ::t pJ::£.ct:'.cb.l to build " 

spr:~nghouse over flow~:.ng wLter, directint; the cooling fluid through 

troughs in which crocks of butter and cream may be placed. 

Today, mechanical refrigeration for food preservation is almost 

uniform in American homes, and air conditioning is an integral part 

of the construction of almost all U.S. office buildings. Our Nation 

has moved forward from its first use of cooling and conditioning of 

air in the 1900' s in the teJctile industry to a general recognition 

of the great importance of ~ir conditioning and ~efrigeration in 

chemical and pharmaceutical plants, in hospital surgical areas, and 

in places where large publ:'.c gatherings occur. The reduction of 

air contamination, humidity, and temperature beneficially affects 

manufacturing processes, is important as part of the life-saving 

techniques employed in modern surgery, and offers a more wholesome 

environment where the public congregates. iUld advances in 

engineering techniques and mass production have placed air cooling 

and conditioning devices easily within the reach of the average 

hneric an consumer. 

To seek practical means of lowering body and environmental 

temperatures is, therefore, not merely a selfish act, but a wise 

expression of man's instinct toward a better, longer, more healthful 

life. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY HEALTH CARE PROGRi:M3 FOR THE AGED 

i~endments to the Social Security Act have recently been passed 

by the Congress which represent major advancements in our national 

social security program. . 
Included in these are two health plans, geared to the needs of 

iUnerican citizens 65 years of age and over, providing for hospital 

and medical care. One of these is a basic hospital care plan for 

elderly citizens without regard to their eligibility otherwise for 

social security status. The second plan provides an opportunity to 

participate in a voluntary supplemental plan to pay for many kinds of 

doctors' bills and medical services for a small monthly premium. 

The Bf~IC HOSPITAL IN8URi~CE PLAN, to become effective July 1, 

1966, except for nurs~ng care which becomes effective January 1, 

1967, covers: 

(1) Denefit Duration~-60 days of hospital care for each spell 

of illness, after the patient pays the first $40 hospital charge, 

with an additional 30 days with a $10 coinsurance for each day; 

(2) Posthospital Extended Care ( in a skilled nursing home)--

a maximum per illness of 100 days, with a $5-a-day coinsurance fo~ 

each day in excess of 20; 

(3) Posthospital ~-Fealth Visits--100 visits authorized after 

hospitalization; 

(4) Outpatient Diagnost,ic Services--available 011 a 20 percent 

coinsurance basis, with an allowance for a $20 deductible as an 

incurred expense under the voluntary supplementary program (for 

deductible and reimbursement purposes); 

(5) Psychiatric Facilities--60 days of psychiatric hospital 

care with a 190-day lifetime limit; 

(6) Christian Science Services--Christian Science sanatoria .. -
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service~ fox 60 days with a $40 deductible, plus 30 additional days 

at $10 coinsurance per day; as hospital service, plus an additional 

30 days in a Christian Sci~nce sanatorium as extended-care facility 

services with a $5 per day coinsurance feature; 

(7) Scope-£f Special~1 Services--medical doctor services, 

excluding such services in the field of pathology, radiology, 

physiatry, or anesthesiology. These services are e,ec luded under 

the basic hospital insurance plan but may be paid for under the . 
supplementary medical insurance program; 

(0) Drugs--certain standard drug formularies; those approved 

by hospital pharmacy and drug therapeutics committees; and the 

Homeopathic Pharmacopoecia. 

The VOLUNTARY SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL INSURJ~CE PLI~, also to 

b6cc~~~ effective July 1, 1966,makes available benefits to all persons 

65 years and older who enroll in the plan and pay a $3 monthly 

premium. Individuals eligible for social security payments (who 

elect to be covered by the plan) would have the premium deducted 

from their monthly checks. 

The voluntary supplementary medical insurance program would 

provide for payment of physicians', surgeons', and certain dental 

surgeons' services, and some other medical and health services, 

includine: diagnostic x-ray and laboratory tests whether in or out 

cf a medical institution; x-ray, radium, and radioactive isotope 

therapy; some ambulance services; surgical dressings; splints; 

casts; and prosthetic devices; rental of iron lungs, hospital 

beds, oxygen tents, wheelcha~rs,etc., in patients' homes. 

These are merely some or the major provisions of the two 

health plans for aged persons. For more specific details, and 

detailed information as to how to proceed in qualifying for 

participation in either, or both, plans, individuals should contact 

their local social security offices. 
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The decoration generally recognized as the highest honor this 

Nation bestows upon a member of the Armed Forces--for gallantry and 

intrepidity in combat above and beyond the call of dutY-Mis a symbol 

of bronze widely known as liThe Congressional Medal of Honor". In 

actuality, there is no such single medal. , 
,J''''' 

In July, 1862, an Act of Congress authorizing "medals of honor", 

for Army personnel, was signed by President Lincoln, to follow 

logically a Congressional Resolution during the previous year 
"~ i 

authorizing 200 Navy Hedals of Honor. Under these and 9t~er 

subsequent Congressional Acts, the President is empowered to present 

iiI'.. Medal of Honor" to individuals of the Lrmed Forces whose deeds 

deserve it and meet certain rigid specifications. However, the 

Army and Navy have, over the 100 years since the establishment of the 
I 

first Navy award, conferred separate medals, so that there is 

present ly an i\rmy Medal of l-~onor of a design dis~inctive from the 

anchor-trimmed award conferred as the Navy Medal of Honor. Public 

listings of the awards are now kept as "Army-i~ir Force" and IiNavy" 

Marine Corps". 

From President Lincoln's 1863 action until the Centenary of 

Medal of Honor winners proclaimed by President Kennedy in 1963, 

a total of 3,169 of the almost 131 million l~ricans who served in 

our Nation's Armed Forces have been distinguished by receiving this 

award, many posthumous ly. Of that number, 25 have gone to 

identifiable citizens of the State of West Virginia, with some others 

going to persons serving in \Jest Virginian military units, whose 

residences and places of birth cannot be established. 

It is not widely known, but in 1917, a group of 911 names were 

stricken from Medal of Honor records. Of these, 86t. were in one 

group-Me case in which the medal was ordered given to all the 

members of a single regiment, through confusion and clerical error 

in the Civil War. TIlese awards properly were rescinded. JUnong other 
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names ~lso removed from the record during this 1917 clarification 

action were those of William F. Cody, better 10lOWO as Buffalo Bill, 

and Mary Walker, A Civil War surgeon, and tile only woman ever to 

receive the honor. The provable circumstances of the awards did not 

measure up to the established standards. 

Case histories of the various awards mru(e poignant reading and 

effective commentaries on the times in which they were earned. As 

one example, James F. Adams, a West Virginian born in Nineveh, 
I 

Virginia, served as a private with the 1st West Virginia Cavalry 

during the Civil War and distinguished himself for valorous action 

leading to the capture of the State Flag belonging to the 14th 

Virginia Cavalry, Confederate States of America. 

11edal of honor ro lls inc lude the names of Indian Scouts such as 

Blanquet, Chiquito, and Nannasaddi, whose birthplaces and homes are 

unknown, but who daringly served the United States against the 

Apaches. Among the several hundred foreign-born recipients are 

Heinrich Behnke of Germany, Claus Clausen of Denmark, Demetri 

Corahorgi of Greece, and BeQjamin Lloyd, a coalh~aver from England--

all ordinary seamen who served in the U.S. Navy in an extraordinary 

manner. One Medal of Honor winner, not a Hest Virginian, whose 

.bravery cost him his life but greatly honored the name of I-Jest 

Virginia, was Captain Mervyn Sharp Bennion, the Commanding Officer 

of the U.ScS~ WEST VIRGINIL. It is reported that, mortally wounded 

during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, he refused to leave his 

bridge in order to fight with "my gallant tVE3T VIRGINIA which today 

is giving all in honorable service of the State whose name she bears". 

tVhe~ever military service in our Nation's interest has been 

required, West Virginians have deserved to stand as recognized 

equals among the elite band of those who geve full measures of 

devotion to their country. 
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The popul,.r relllLrk i':Z-JCrYLlody t,-11\.s ~_bou'i: t~'le \,le~ther) but 

nobody does i..nything c::.bout: :".1: i;) TIlLy be in tLe foresee£l."ule future 

completely Iip£'.SS~i;, a good d::.plomi..tic term lor out·of··d,.te. Modern 

meteoro log:~st: s) c::.rmed w:~tL e lectrorn::'c dev~_ces such LS radar, laser 

beams, and compute'rs, are making more and more accurate predictions 

es to the weather, and may eventually be able to modify the 't'1C)~ther 

itself, thus possibly eltering man's natural environment and changing 

the course of civilizat::"on. 

But, at present, the natural forces of nature, as represented 

in weether elements, e.re basic parts of man I s environment and, as 

such, are ever present to be deelt "1:th. 

Lnd, in the United Ste,tes) some types 0:: weet:her require and 

receive more "dealing with" than elsewhere in the world. In this 

grouping falls the tornado, c< traveling whirlwind, the name of which 

comes fA.:'om 
.. 
/.l:~e Spanish "tronada II (thunde.rstoi:m). 'i'ornadoes occur in 

many parts 0:1: the ",orld, but they occur f;lore often and more violently 

in the United States than elsewhere. Each ye,:r 5- to- 6 hundred of 

them storm across our land, occurring Inost usually in the afternoon 

after the peak noonday heet passes. They encompnss thunderstorms 

end massive whirlwinds. 

Ln average tornado has a central core approximately 250 y.::rds 

in diameter. It may cut a narrow swath elong the ground, ranging 

from less than 100 feet to over 100 miles in breadth. Generally, a 

funnel-shaped cloud accompanies it; and, as it advances, it grabs 

up and hurls forth trees, automobiles, bUildings, people, and animals. 

Stories of freak happenings in tornadoes are e part of fllIlerican 

folklore in many States. It is an established fact that tornadoes 

regularly denude chickens of their feathers. 
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The Ipeak speed of a tornado's whirlwind has never been 

measured -- the instruments never survive. Meteorologists think 

it probably averages 400 m.p.h., and may reach 600 or 700 miles an 

hour -- approaching the speed of sound. 

i~other destructive n~nifestation of nature's force, a massive 

threat to U.S. life and property, is the hurricane, a whirling 

windstorm of tremendous power, mysteriously arising in the tropics 

and raging wildly northwest for th~usands of miles. Atlantic~area 

hurricanes, about lO per year, have,since 1900,cost the lives of 

12,000 U.S. citizens and destroyed about $l5 billion worth of U.S. 

property. The loss might have been greatly reduced if man had 

known more about what makes liweather", and how it functions. 

Weather specialists are to:~ ling mighti ly to penetrate nature's 

weather mysteries for th:ts and many other pressing reasons. 

In the U.S., weather reporting has become a major function. 

The U.S. Heather Burc.:.::.! has f.'11. intricate sY!Jtem for collecting and 

verifying weather datu. It has its ovm Fcd~rally~3\.lPI.x)rted stations; 

it regularly collects data frpm farmers, seamen, qnd aviators; and 

it receiven Teports from one million volunteer observers, on watch 

for tornd~~0;';!:J .. 

i~ lot is indeed be:~ng Ldoneo in the U.S. about the weather • 
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LUgUst 13; 1965 

By the end of the l:,),jOls~ 15 times LS mc..ny young people w:;'ll be 

enter::'ng the labor force LS :~n the 1950's J accord:'~ng to the Bm:cau 

of LLbor stLtist:':'cs. 

BecLuce lmer:'~cc::' s bus~.nessmen need to underst~nd the th.::"nk:2.ng of 

you"-l' : '1 ", •• : rt" '. :tC' " .. : .'"" t "",'-' r(! 'd ' .. ,. '1"i I.. .... r e 01.. ",-m,. l.ng ... '" eCOi.10uLC .'.lUp,.c ) ,. u~U(.y \'le..o IIlL e uY ,. PUI).;. .. c 

op~.n::'on reseC:lrch orgc:..a: .. zc.'i::.on of c.. cross,· GCc':::-,on of 11::'&1.. schoo 1 

g:..:'E.duutes) LS to the::'Z' CLl:.'ce:: p1.c.ns "nd expectE.t:''..ons. The uoe of: 

J.9Gl,. rd·.Lh school grc:,duates .:.s bc;s:~c ~.nterv:~e\'1 Uf,::'tS wes determ:2.ned 

"'ec"u"'e U C' co·~po·_r'-:ons (:'c11e"'11y "'ee1~ 'S' m:n';rn'unl "~eou"-~ement LI c. 0 .~. .L J.."-.. 4..:- b J:..~ ......... "-> .. '" •• " L .. (.. .. _'~ _.1,.11 i.. ... ~.i... 

E;n employee w::!.th [. h::"'[). schoo 1 diploffiC'c. 

Th::s c1~ssi£:.';.c[.t~.on ::c!p·.:-esented (£os of }_::G::' f::.gures comp~led 'u'J 

the Depm:tment of Labol: LlUonG those "ged 10 to 21) 49.9 pe::cenl: 0": 

i.me::::'cE.' s wh:;'te youths Lnd 3ll·.3 percent of Neg:,~o youths \l1ho comple'~ed 

h: .. [.11 Gehoo 1. Find::!.ngs 0;;: ';:1.c study reveL'.cd E. deeper ul(..tur~ty o~ 

tLOU[;;llt tl 1 b 1 . ., 11 .. .. - d H.,n t'le pu·. :.C i.:1::-31:"t r;eneJ:c: ,y 1.1':::;;8 Lnt:.c:c..pt.te . 

I 1 ~ '<''', ,r]'" r, '- 1""" I. ,," C' ..... ~ .r.: t d r, • "I.," r,.'· 11 exp,_,.n,-~,.on, one.cm .. :1."nl.. cle..r,.c'-c:c ...... l._C 0.1. 0 c..y S 1-uil 

ac~c01 graduLte WLO rcveL~ed LS ~ dr~~e [0:: a eood educ£t~on~ 

0ecLuse ([~S the younGste'Ls cenerc:J.ly e.::prcased :::'t) J I.Edl1cat:·~on 

ocyond h~.gh school lws :"ccomc L neceGsitj. l TLey po::.nted out t1.<::.t 

"'-I'e '~obc f;o'~ tIle 1e"'s ecuc' "''''(:1 '''C' "'e1,..1 ' .... ; '·l·· .. ·Y: or: t1'e""- p'rer1'·"" L.. L ...J ., .i. I ..,. ","~~~ ) <",i,J 1.4 __ t , .... .J J. .. '-~.ll __ .. _.L c# l..u 

generE.I:~~on upon the:C.r en:'::,:,,:nce into the l.::'uo:: mL::~"e't ~ £ore becom~.nG 

non··e.'~.<Jtent . 

SurprLsing1.y~ tull~;' ~.",J.:;:: of [.11 tLe high school students 

interrogc:ted stated they expect to graduate from college and also 

secure an advanced degree. Yet, statistics reveal that, in the past, 

only about half of the h::gh school greduates who actually helve gone 

on to college stayed to receive a f~rst degree. Importantly, this 

expectation of more advanced education is not unrealistic in light 

of the massive Federal p-rogrcms to inc-:cee.se higher education 
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opportunities. 

l:.nd 1964's realist:~c high school sen::ors are under no illusion 

that success is a matte~ o~ luck. The index study revealed 90 

percent of the graduates stated that accept,nce of responsibiC .. ty 

was the best we.y to get ,.head in e job today. -Less th~n 2 percent 

stated c:. belief that bU .. nd luck we.s the key. 

i .. dditionally) the :~ndex substantiated something that i..mericen 

companies have learned from experience -- that they must use di.fferent 

cpproec:les in recruiting mc::.npower e.t the college level than et t:1e 

high school level, for the college-bound students heve stressed j00 

velues beyond the mate~:tel oenefi'..ts in ste.ting their career 

objectives. By contrast, those ending the::r education at high 

school gave greeter e.ttent:"on to pay, adve.ncement, secu:ci..ty, fringe 

benefits, and worki;.ng L,oul:'s. The college bound e.lso rated 

E;dv,-ncement high, bu~, in e.ddition, gave more stress to job 

challenges, independence, c::.nd opportunities to be cre~t::ve. 

L lerge proportion 0:£ the young college-bound i.mericu1s stated 

£:. preference for c school dr college £s e ~::rst'choicc of e plece to 

work, ~l::th careers with co-:..:-porutions, or ~;big business II, fo110\,,,:',n& 

as a second general cho:lce. The third hig'l. gJ:'ouping wes comprised 

of those interested in wode. '-I: the Federel OJ: St,;te governmental 

levels. 

Qptimisticelly, teenc~ge:..'s revec::.led h:tgh confidence th£1: they 

w::"ll be able to find the Jobs they went, r:.nd the h1ghe:.:- the students' 

e.cademic standing, the greE::~er was the confidence that they w~:ll be 

able to find the job they went in launching their future cereer. 
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Nany of the major benefits under the Social Security i.mendments 

of 1965, enacted in July by the Congress, have been over-shadowed 

by the wide publicity given to the precedent-setting enactment of 

medical and hospital benef~ts for elder c:tizens. Among these were 

important changes of great value to younger families and accred::ted . 
beneficiaries under other programs authorized by the Social Security 

ilct, such as: 

(1) The benefit provisions of the Federal old-age, survivo~s, 

and disability insurance system we~e increased by 1 percent across 

the board w:'th a $4 min::mum ::.ncrease for a :Let ired worker Clt 65, 

effective retroactively to Janua~y 1, 1965. (The minimum individual 

benefit would thus by $l~l~ and the maximum 0135.90, with maJcimum 

family benefits also increased); 

(2) Benefits for a child in school were continued beyond the 

present 13-year age 1im:1.t ~o age 22 for full-time attendance c;:t c 

public or accredited school. (No mother's or \'life's benefits would 

be payable for this period); 

(3) Widows can now rece::ve benefits at: age 60, provided they 

elect to accept acturarily reduced benefits to cover the longer 

period of eligibility, effective in September, 1965; 

(4) Qualified widows who remarry efter age 60 will thereafter 

be eligible for whichever benefit is larger--one-half retirement 

benefits of former hUGb£;.nd, or a wife's benefits based on earnings 

of present husband, effect~ve September, 1065; 

(5) i~ divorced women, 62 years Or older, is now entitled to 

a wife's or widow' s benef:i~ts if she was ma7Cried to an entitled 

worker at lecst 20 yea'l:s before the divorce dete, or if the divo::-ced 

husband was trulking "- substantial contribut::'on to her support when he 

becrume entitled to benefits, became dise01ed, or died; 

(G) DisL0:~L,ty Py'ov:'.c.ons 1.':I1C been L~DerLL.zed tc perm:'.t 

p&yment G to "n ~.nsured VJo:.:'ke>:" d:~s; .. ..) led fo:.: '.2 conGccut:_ve montLs, or 
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whose disability is e~,pected to last at 1eest 12 months, effective 

in September, 1965. 
',) 

f' "(/I/'" (7) E1igib:lity requirements for persons 72 years or older have 

been liberalized to provide a basic benefit of $35 to certain persons 

with a minimum of 3 quarters of coverage at any time since 1937. 

Certain wife's and widow's benefits would also be authorized on a 

similar basis; 

(8) The earnings ceilings for persons receiving monthly 

benefits has been (as a general 'rule) increased to $1,500 yearly 

without any loss of benefits and with a loss of only $1 in benef~ts 

for each $2 in earnings between $1,500 and $2,700. Above $2,700, 

the recipient would forefejlt the $1 in benef:'..ts for each $1 

earned. Some except:::"ons e~dst, and the effective date is January 

1,1966; 

(9) Self-employed doctors will have professional earnings 

counted toward benefits for self and fam~ly, effective' for taxable 

years ending on or after 0ecember 31, 1965; 

(10) Self-employed fermers are permitted to report two-thirds 

of gross rather than net eernings from felilling, 'for social security 

purposes, effective after the year 1965; 

(11) ,All clergymen now have the right to elect to be covered by 

social security with the close-off date for filing of notice of such 

election presently set at Lpril 15, 1966; 

(12) Maternal, child he£11th, and cr::'ppled children programs 

were expanded and appropriation author:l.z£lt:·~on subst£.ntially 

increased; 

(13) For public assistance programs, administered by the States, 

the "Federal share of payments was increased more than an average 0::':· 

$2.50 monthly for needy aged, blind~ and disabled persons; and En 

average increase of about $1.25 was authorized for needy ch~ldren, 

effective January 1, 1966. 

Numbers of other beneficial provisions were included in the 

constructive Social Security i®endments of 1965. 
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SOCIIL SECURITY OF~'ICEJ IN \JEST VIRGINIA 

Because of the great rfll1ge of benef~.ts provided by Congressional 

enactment of the 19G5 l.mendments to the Soc:~al Security f ... ct, it is 

elcpected that there wi.ll be a widespread desixe for infol.'"ITW.tion by 

persons becoming eligi~le for increased sociel security benefits 

(20 million men, women, and children now getting social security 

payments will be automatically processed), o~ becoming eligible for 

the first time fOl: such benefits, or desir:tng to participate in new 

programs providing for hosp:Ltal and med::ce.l CS1:e for the elderly. 

For exemple,persons 72 years of age or older may now be covered 

who have only three quarters of earnings credit. Under this 

pr~vision, it is ant~.cipated 350,000 elde1'ly persons will be see1:::'n& 

to establish theJ~r elig5.b::l~lty. 

L l::sting of the eva::'leble sources 0:1: social secur:tty 

t:ss~tstance for West Virg::'n~.ens has, therefore, been prepared, and it 

is suggested that readers m£.y wish to c l:~p it for future reference. 

Ind:1.viduals seeli'.i.ng detailed ~~nform,1tion on specific cases 

should consult personnel :'r. their nearest Coc:.al Security 

J:..dmin:~stration District Of:;:::'ce. Those ofS:::'ces located in the St:£te 

of West Virginia are £s ~ollows: 

Beckley P. o. Bo~c Y; Room 2; He.son::"c Building; 110 Howe 
Street 

Bluefield P. O. Dmc 4160, l"ederal 8t£t::'onj Room 3213, 
Federel Du~lding; Federal Street 

,9harleston P. O. Bo:: 17Gn ~ 1206 Quart"~.er Street 

Clarksbu~ 722 H'est P:"ke Street 

,I-iuntington p. o. Dm: 2165; 1415 S:i..~~th Lvenue 

Logan Farley Bui.ld:tng; 417 l1",:'n S~J:eet 

~orga~~2~1 273 Sp~UC8 Street 

!,.arkersburg 963 Marl,et Street 

Welch P.O. Do:~ 392; 20 McDowell Street 

l-fl1eeling Room 112-3, Methodist nu:~ld::ng; 1060 Chapline 
Street 
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There are also severel out-oi-State soc~al secur:ty service 

offices for border areas of Hest Virginic:.. These are locc:.ted at 

Cumberland, Maryland; East Llverpool, Ohio; Staunton, Virginia; 

Steubenville, Ohio; and ~linchester, Virginia. 

i.,dditionally, contact stationJ are open one day per weelt, or for 

a few hours during a week day, in various smaller c01lDl1Unities in 

Uest Virginia, to assist persons in areas where transportation is 

limited. Informetion on the schedules of ope~~t~on of these may be 
, 

secured ~y interested pe~sons by calling, or writing to, the 

nearest District Social Gecurity Office • 
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CONGRESS REVIEWS IMMIGRATION lJi\11 

Legislation to provide changes in our national origins quota 

system is under consideration by the Congress. Indeed, a bill to 

eliminate this system as a basis for the selection of immigrants to 

the United States has already passed the House of Representatives • . 
The major provisions of this measure are stated as designed 

toward: 

(1) abolition of the national origins quota system, which is 

predicated largely on the birthplace and ancestry of i~grants into 

the U.S. and uses the 1920 Federal Census as a basis; 

(2) establishment of a new system of preferential admissions 

of immigrants based on close family relationships with U.S. citizens 

and permanent resident aliens. (It is also stated that this would 

provide priority for immigrants with special skills and talents, for 

persons of exceptional abili~y in the sciences or,arts, and for some 

workers to fill jobs in short supply); 

(3) placement of a 170,000 limitation, including 10,200 

refugees, on the number of immigrants who could be admitted to the 

u.S. in any fiscal year, with the exclusion of "special immigrants ll 

or immediate relatives, and immigrants from ~lestern Hemisphere 

countries. (This proposed 'ltotal" is therefore greatly unrealistic); 

(4) elimination of the present law's Asia-Pacific triangle 

provision, which restricts immigration from countries in that area. 

(Congressional action has nlready rescinded most of these 

restrictions); 

(5) establishment of safeguardS to protect the American economy 

from job competition and adverse working standards. 

The bill is additionally stated as designed not to change or 

relax existing qualitative criteria for admission of immigrants on 

the basis of mental, moral, hee.lth, economic, and national security 
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requ::'remcnts. 

LS historicc::.l b,"ckgl.:"ound, the pr::'nc~pJ_e of c:. n"tionLl orig::ns 

..., quotr;. system received ell,-ctment into law :.n 1921., w:.th the opert-tion 

of the system based on the 1920 census. It WLS felt th£t the 

Ll10cation of a percent&ge quotL, in relLtion to the countries of 

orig::.n of the persons Ll:i:-e[,dy settled in the U. ~)., would mc..:;'nt.:..in 

to a desirable degree the ethnic composition of the '~erican people. 

It was believed that some nations are far closer to the U.S. in 

culture, customs, standards of li~ing, respect for law, and experience 

in self-government, because the bulk of the previous settlers in the 

U.S. were from these countries. It has since been chcrged that this 

system,favored inhabitants of the Northern European countries. 

The proposed legislation to revise the immigration law would 

abolish this existing quota system effective July 1, 1968. 

, As a matter of record, there is general agreement among 

proponents and opponents of the pending legislation that its 

passage would raise the number of immigrants to the U.S. yearly, 

probably to a total of 3l.0,OOO persons as compared to an annual 

average of 28l,900 during each of the last 10 years. Concern is, 

therefore, expressed by many thoughtful lUnericans as to the effect 

this annual increase may have in relation to our own ever-increasing 

population requirements. Also, the possible adverse effects on our 

own employment needs from an increased annual influx of foreign 

workers is causing great anxiety to many U.S. labor supporters. 
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MEN MID STRONG DRINK 

Men and the strong spirits which they often drink have, through 

the centuries, provided subjects for much controversy, lengthy 

records. and occasional humor. 

Men and their drlnkinghave caused problems, at personal and 

governmental levels, in various civilizations. Historical accounts 

reveal that the problem of drinking intoxicants has been given 

official attention by almost all of our presently known religions. 

As one example, precepts of our present-age Christian churches on 

this subject have, as a basis, numerous references in the Bible 

stating censure of drinkers of intoxicants and makers of strong 

drink. References variously warn that drinkers shall come to 

. poverty, be barred from heaven, should be shunned by others, and 

must be punished. Perhaps the peak in censure of drunkenness can be 

found in Deuteronomy, Chepter 2l, verses 20-21, where it is directed 

sternly that a person who is a glutton and a drunkard shall be . , 

stoned by all the men of his city until he dies. That stern old 

code is not adhered to today--fortunately, perhaps, in view of the 

rising statistics on habitual drunkenness. 

Nonetheless, strong drink, and its attraction to all too many 

men, is recognized as a major problem in our modern society. 

In assessing the perplexing situation, it is notable that many 

nations and areas have what amounts to a "national" drink. In 

Ireland, where whisky is reported to have originated, the work 

"whiskY" translates in the Gaelic to mean '~ater of life"; and 

apparently a major portion of the Irish feel this to be an apt 

description, as, by international repute, the drink is much beloved 

by the Irish. 

In Japan, sake is the chief alcoholic beverage. Made 

principally from rice, it is fermented by a kind of mould cake celled 

'Ikoj 0". In other Far Eastern countries, lIarrack" is concocted from 

fermented juices or grains and was the standard dri.nk for many years 
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before the introduction 0:( Europe<:n wines 2nd sp:I.rits caused a dec l~ne 

in the arrack manufactur:~ne industry. No one should mourn thet 
\ 

::'ndustry's demise, however, £:6 the prim::t:~ve methods of distilL~nci 

'<.' the palm toddy to yield re\'1 spir:~ts resu!.ted in " concocti.on h:.8hly 

injurious to dr~:nlcers bec,~use of Cl. high content of fusel oil end ed.ds. 

In Mexico, tequile :/.S the well-known n",t:Lonc..l drink, being 

distilled from the ju::1.ces 0:1: the rOasted st~mn of a century plc:,nt. 

It ::.s popularly used as the major ingredient of a rose-colored 

concoction entitled, ttTequila Sunset Cocktail il
• Many samplers say 

that the cocktail is aptly named,' as the sun apparently sets and all 

other things pass rapidly out of focus for any over-indulger. 

In the early 20th Century, the Swiss began manufacture of a 

, 'drink called "absinthe"--an emerald-green, toxic liqueur--70 to 00 

percent alcohol. Some years ago, when France and Switzerland acted 

to bar its further manufacture, it was officially pointed out that 

excessive consumption of absinthe affects the digestive organs and 

nerve centers of drinkers and may produce delirium and idiocy. 

The Greeks drink ouzo) reported ly lU"de from f'ermented rais:Lns, 

Lnd retsinas, which meny imL~bers state tasten as if it were mLde 

from licorice. The Russi.eno are the nc:t:"on..:.l sponsors of vodk2., cmd 

the Czar's government ::'n the late 19th century, for reasons of 

public finence, instituted l.': state monopoly on it, enriching itne 1f 

on the thirst of its people. Also, the Russians tried a period of 

prohibition long before the Great Experiment was attempted in the 

u.S. However, prohibition miserably failed in Russia, as it did in 

the U.S., and was abandoned there at the end of WW I at about the 

same time it was instituted here. 

There are many other forms of alcoholic beverages, and many 

liquor laws--legislation designed to restrict, regulate, or totally 

abolish the manufacture, sale, and/or consumption of strong spirits. 

Passage of liquor laws have been prompted chiefly by the desire to 

prevent immoderate use of intoxicants, but sometimes also in the 

interest of raising revenue. 

However, the fact remains, some men are all too often tempted 

to over-indulge in strong drink. 
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SPRUCE KNOB- SENECi' .. ROCKS Ni .. TIONAL RECREATION AREJ~ 

The term IiSpruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National Recreation Area" is 

one which West Virginians are going to see mentioned increasingly, as 

will citizens elsewhere in the United States. The passage by Congress 

during the week of September 15 of legislation establishing this 

recreation area, and authorizing its funding through use of provisions 
• 

of the Land and Water Conservation Act, will secure permanently for 

the American public the valuable outdoor recreation resources ot the 

100,000 acres of scenic lands included in this project and located 

in the headwaters of the Potomac River in Hest Virginia. 

Federal officials have pointed out that this is indeed a 

11unique tl project--the first of its kind--because, up until this time, 

there has never been a national recreation area established on the 

national forests. 

Divided into two units, as indicated by its name--Spruce Knob 

and Seneca Rocks--the former. included more than ~8,OOO acres of 

national forest lands, and is named for Spruce lmob, the Mountain 

State's highest peak, which is located in the southerly portion. The 

Seneca Rocks unit includes more than 14,000 acres, and within it lies 

some of the most spectacular scenery in the Allegheny Mountain--clear, 

free-flowing streams, a rugged natural gorge, the vertical rock 

formations of Seneca Rocks, and the Smoke Holes famed from the days 

in vlest Virginia IS history when Indians cured their meat in the 

caverns. These are but some among many natural attractions 1n~luded 

in the Seneca Rocks unit. 

So gre~t are the potentialities, that authorities of the U.S. 

Departments of Interior and Agriculture have estimated that within 

this century possibly 5 million tourists annually will visit the 

Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National Recreation i.rea. \~est Virginians 

may well take heed of the economic advantages eltpected to be derived 

from the development and operation of this area, for these are 

forecasted to be tremendous. Only about 40 percent of the total 
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lands authorized for inclusion are presently Federally owned. 

Additional lands will be purchased to prot'e'C·t the scenic qualities 

and the natural beauty of the area and to provide for public use. 

Scenic easements will be used, wherever possible to protect roadside 

beauty; and a substantial acceleration of physical development of the 

national recreation area to accommodate the anticipated steady 

increases in uses will have to be undertaken on a planned program to 

meet the advancing demand as the area becomes more fully utilized. 

Public recreation facilities are aLmost non-existent at present, 

particularly in the larger of the two units, the Seneca Rocks portion. 

Roads to provide improved access are to be designed and built. 

Facilities are to be constructed, to include many additional family 

camping and picnic units, recreation trails, scenic drives, view

points, stream improvement structures, and visitor information . 

services. 

But to residents of Grant and Pendleton Counties, and to West 

Virginians throughout the State, the firm fact is that the process 

of establishing and developing the Spruce ~mob-Seneca Rocks National 

Recreation hrea is anticipated to bring in substantial economic 

benefits. Communites of these two counties and contiguous counties 

are expected early to begin to feel some effect of an inflow of 

money from land acquisition and accelerated development programs. 

As fringe opportunities, privately owned motels, restaurants, stores, 

and other service facilities for recreationists and tourists in and 

about the national recreation area--either on private lands or on 

public lands--are anticipated as materializing through concession 

agreements. A firm economic base and a high level of local economic 

activity are realistically expected to result from the opening up of 

this project in answer to national need for increased outdoor 

recreation opportunities. 

Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National Recreation Area is expected 

to become the symbol of the linking of beauty and practicality for 

the overall public good. 
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CONSmmRG l~LL 

A perennially popular volume--not to be found among the top 

sellers on any commercial publisher's list--is tIle Yearbook issued 

annually by the U.S. Department of Lgriculture. Sure to top ell 

previous ones in popularity, the 1965 volume was "unveiled" at 

ceremonies in the Department of f ... griculture in Uashington, D. C., on 

September 17. Present for the midmorning occasion were the First 

Lady, Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, the Secretary of Agriculture, and other 

notables. Not there, other than in spirit, was the Average f~ericQn 

Consumer, the I~eroll of the fact-not-fiction compilation. 

Entitled "Consumers ' .. llla, the 496-page Yearbook is filled with 

thousands of how-to-do-it facts to make modern living easier and 

better for Mr. and Mrs. l~rican Consumer and their progeny. A 

perusal of the pages reveals the enormous range of consumer services 

provided by the Department of Agriculture, as an instrument of the 

Federal government, and perhaps causes the reader to wonder whet may 

have been left uncovered. 

The subjects treated include: the foods Americans eat; the 

clothes i~ericans wear; the dwellings in which iUnericans live; the 

outdoor surroundings of the dwellings in which Americans dwell; the 

water Americans drink and bathe in; and the outdoor recreation 

t~ericans seek. All of these and a ~riad others are thoughtfully 

presented. One notable section--that on outdoor cookery--would 

probably add much to the efficiency of the patio-steak-broiler experts 

among '~erica's suburban set and is highly recommended reading before 

next summer's barbecuing season ensues. 

Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman expressed his view, in 

his dedicatory address, that the 1965 Yearbook would be "e standard 

reference book for the homemaker and handyman for years tl
• I..s a foot-

note to that remark, it might be added, after examining its contents, 

that an individual copy of the book will never last that long, 

because if offers such effective material that Hr. and Mrs. Average 

P~rican may well wear out their volume much earlier from frequent 
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usage. 

The' area on fire protection (pages 184-136 for those owning a 

.., 1965 Yearbook) offers a representative treatise on a vital subj ect. 

~ry 

It points out that the average number of unwanted fires in 

American homes each year is 550,000, and that they cause 6,300 deaths, 

250,000 other injuries, and property damage of 329 million dollars. 

Of these unuanted fires, 37 percent of the home fires occur in 

living rooms; 22 percent in kitchens; 13 percent in bedrooms; and the 

others in attics and basements. The section lists the major fire 

causes as faulty heating equipment--24 percent; smoking materials--

18 percent; electricity--14 percent; child~ ~ matches--10 

percent; mishandling flammable liquids--9 percent; cooking 

equipment--5 percent; and miscellaneous causes--2- percent. 

Additionally, the section advises what fire extinguishers to use 

fo~ fighting varied type fires, showing illustrations of these types. 

It states, in concluding, that every house should have one or more 

fire extinguishers of approved types as standard equipment. 

This material is only a minute portion of the tremendous bulk 

included in the 1965 Yearbook of Agriculture. There is something in 

it for every consumer. 
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'l1IE CIRCUS 

October 1, 1965 

The Circus--an institution begun during the earliest days of 

pagan Rome and kept alive as almost the sole recreational medium 

during Europe's medieval dark ages, reached its highest peak and 

brightest luster, through Yankee ingenuity, in America. Perhaps no 

form of entertainment has been more loved nor is more representative , 

of early American social life than the circus. Introduced by 

Englishmen to English colonies in North America before the convening 

of the First Continental Congress, the circus literally grew and 

expanded as did our country. 

Circus caravans preceded and followed covered wagons. Animal-

drawn wagons were replaced by railway cars. Railway cars gave way to 

motorized trucks--all brightly painted and lavishly decorated to 

titillate the fancy of old and young Americans, in small towns, big 

cities, and rural areas, drawing them wide-eyed to the ringside. The 

"Big Top", and all that was ps-rt of its make-up --,spirited horses, 

big canvas tents, wild animals, sad-eyed clowns, crimson and gold 

wagons, unshaven roustabouts, spangled-garbed trapeze artists, 

somersaulting dogs, gay bill posters, and:'shrill calliopes--is 

legendary in America. Circuses are a dearly loved part of the dreams 

of many school boys. Indeed, throughout the years, the American circus 

£las remained a family show--loved by children and adults alike. It 

bears the unique title in the art annals of our Nation of "The Clean 

Lrt", for no circus performance has ever been threatened with official 

censorship. 

Circuses and their people have consistently been mdniature United 

Nat1on8·":~,,, .. ,.--with stellar performers coming from Europe, Australia, 

~sia, South America, and Africa, and including many of our own native 

i~rican Indians. And famous circus names, those of owners and skill~d 

and daring performers alike, attest to the basic American tradition 

that talent and ability combined with hard work bring just rewards. 

Ringling Brothers, Sells-Floto, Buffalo Bill Cody, Annie Oakley, the 
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Flying Wallendas, Clyde Beatty, Emmett Kelly, Barnum and Bailey, 
~ 

. ...,.... Hagenbeck-Wallace, Lilly Leitzel, "Poodles" Hanneford, Earl Bradna, 

t 

Hans Jahn, the Christianias, the Cadona's, Fanchon and Marco, and 

Gargantua (the Gorilla), and Frank fiBring 'Em Back Alive" Buck, are 

all names brought to prominence through their connection with 

circuses. 

TIle stories and anecdotes of circuses are myriad. It was one of 

America's great circus entrepreneurs who is credited with luring the 

great operatic star, Jenny Lind, to the U.S. billing her as liThe 

Swedish Nightingale"; and it was the wise old showman, p. T. Barnum, 
} 

who enriched American folklore by coining the phrase, "Suckers--

there's one born every minute." 

~lany folk who have responded happily to the fascination of 

c~rcuses have, in recent years, mourned the apparent passing of the 

art. But, in doing so, they have reckoned without the spirit which 

made the circus great. For today, the circus is finding a new 

forum--color television--and is refurbishing its techniques so that 

many of the same much-loved 'and greatly-admired acts and talented 

circus performers are being witnessed, and are slowly building a 

personal following through television. 

Just as the circus has been refined from the days of the Circus 

Maximus in Rome, when Christians were fed to lions and the blood 

afterwards callously sprinkled over with sand, to keep wrestling 

gladiators from slipping, the modern medium of color television is 

providing a new opportunity for refinement and adaption of circus 

techniques in both indoor and outdoor arenas. Eventually all that 

may be missing from the show will be the pungent smell of elephants 

and peanuts! 

Thus, while the setting may change, the circus will go on as 

" long as the young in heart are there to give it an audience. 
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This season of the year heralds the appearance on the U.S. 

market of the 1966 models of American manufactured automobiles. Many 

American families will proudly purchase their new 1966 car, 

rightfully rejoicing in the prospect of many hours of driving 

pleasure and carefree mobility, without too great thought ,to the 

economic impact of each purchase. 

Other Americans will become new car owners because of the 

necessity for transportation to and from work, for about 41 of the 

50 million U.S. workers commuting daily to work use automobiles as 

the major mode of transportation. 

There will be ample 1966 models manufactu~ed in the U.S. to 

meet the bulk of new car demands--totally outside of foreign 

imports--for the American auto industry in 1965 has been building 

cars at an unprecedented rate--approximately one million monthly. 

Nonetheless, European producers say the American market for their 

car models is expanding fast,. Apparently, many ~mericans like 

imported models, just as, in turn, many persons abroad buy 

American autos. In 1962, U.S. automotive eJcports totaled $5 

billion. 

But new car buying is only a part of the American automotive-

oriented economy story. U.S. motor vehicle registration last year 

totaled over 82 million units, representing an increase of 46 per 

cent in the last 10 years. The world's motor vehicle registration 

in 1962 was 146 million, with approximately 60 parcent of the 

world's passenger cars located in the U.s. 

In 1963, nearly $12 billion in motor vehicle taxes were 

collected from motorists. Approximately 793 billion vehicle miles 

were tolled up by Americans; and, in doing so, they used some 64 

billion gallons of highway motor fuel, resulting in eJtccllent talC 

collection opportunites for the individual States. West Virginia 

collected approximately $37 million in gasoline ta~c:es, and with its 

projected increases in highway construction and e:cpanded tourism, it 
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stands to benefit even more. 

Also, in 1963, automotive retail sales totaled $67 billion; 

and the automotive replacement parts business was reported at $9-

billion, at the retail level. As estimated general average of 79 

million cars are presently operating on American roads, and parts 

are marketed through evel7 conceivable channel--260,000 gasoline 

service stations; 104,000 independent repair garages; 38,000 

franchised car dealers; and 17,000 wholesalers. 

The stimulus of increased car and automotive parts production 

is felt throughout our national economy. In 1963, the auto industry 

purchased approximately one-fourth of all the steel produced in the 

u.s. 40 per cent of all American produced radios were auto sets, 

and $22 billion were eJ~tended in auto credits for that year. One 

business in every six is automotive, and approJcimately 12 million 

persons are employed in highway transport industries, including 

110,000 in West Virginia. 

The benefits of increased car production accrue to carmakers, 

their workers, dealers, repa~rmen, suppliers of oar production-

lines manufacturers, suppliers of parts for car factories, tire 

makers, gasoline sellers, writers of auto insurance, roadside 

restaurants and motels, engineers, highway construction firms, 

chemical manufacturers, metal fabricators, and rubber, gtlnss, and 

plastic firms. They are felt by air conditioning manufacturers, 

for nearly one million units were included in passenger cars in 

1962. 

A well-lUlown autonmbile manufacturer, later a Cabinet member, 

once remarked that what was good for his automobile manufacturing 

firm was good for the u.S. Possibly, facts such as the foregoing 

influenced his thinking. 

-30-



~,~;:;.r'"';l' 

From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Volume V -- Number 42 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

THE U. S. RECORD INDUSTRY 

October 15, 1965 

Many long Buffering parents in the United States have, on 

occasions, fled in nerve-quivering distress from rooms resounding 

with the "yea, yea, yeaH of rock 'n roll music endlessly played on 

phonographs by their teen age progeny. 

But in fleeing the room with the revolving IipOp" disc, parents 

who hoped for a change of sound and tuned in on a radio station 

were, in all probability, doomed to disappointment, because 1963 

statistics reveal that more than 81 percent of the average hours 

per week were devoted by ~M Radio Statio~to playing general 

popular music. And if the parents left home to get away from it 

ali, they very. probably were equally unsuccessful, for juke boxes in 

taverns , bars, cocktail lounges, restaurants, diners J Cilnd the like.,. 

used more than 66 percent "pop" music. 

Nonetheless, these sounds, the perfoLLners and musicians who . 
produce them, the music composers, and all the employees, owners, 

dealers, and operators involved in the production, sales and 

distribution of phonograph records--singles and LP's , "pop" and 

"long-hair" -- contribute to a complex industry the product of 

which has sales now eJcceeding half a billion dollars annually J with 

increases reliably predicted. The estimated figure for 1966 retail 

phonograph record sales, based on activities during the first siJ~ 

months of this year, is $800 million. 

"rea, yea, yea", and the names of performers and musical 

groups, such as the IiCookies", "Crystals, "Bobby B. Sox and the 

Blue Jeans," "Chiffonsli,and the like .. -artists and recording groups 

which succeed one another as top sellers in the latest teen age 

record fad-wall represent dollars being rung up on cash registers. 

They also represent dollars being paid out in pay rolls, as, 

according to Bureau of Census figures, the phonograph record 

manufacturing industry--merely one of the trades which have sprung 



c: 

-2-

an annual payroll last year of more than $45 million. 

Ho~ever, it is necessary to be factual in reviewing statistics 

on phonograph record sales, to give appropriate credits, and to 

\)eint out that other types of music than "pOpll are reproduced. To 

American parents who feel that nothing but 'yea, yea, yea", or "pOpll 

music is being "waxed", a modicum of good news is available. 

Statistics reveal that, although more than 80 percent of the single 

records--of which more l:han 5 million were sold in 1964--were "pOpli 

in nature, 11 percent of the total production was of spiritual 

records, 1.8 percent rhythm and blues, and 1 percent polkas and 

Latin American music, along with fractional percentages of other 

kinds. 

On Lpls~only 38 percent of the records were "pop" discs. And to 

"" 11 American fathers and mothers who are confused as to what LP : rea y 

mea~s, this is the official abbreviation used by the record industry 

for long-playing records. The "yea, yea, yea li single discs merely 

seem to be the long-playing ones! 

Anyone wishing to know more about this money-making activity 

can secure the latest "SCOOpll ft"or'll the "pop" record industry's own 

publication--"Billboards t sHot 100 Charts ':--which is as authoritative 

in that industry, serving as a reporter and arbiter, as Webster1s 

Dictionary is in the American classroom. .The industry is also 

heavily organized, with varied association names running 

alphabetically from such organizations as iJnerican Record Merchants 

and Distributors Association, through Record One Stop Association, 

to the Songwriters Protective Association, to mention a few. 

Because these organizations are most frequently referred to in 

abbreviated form, their listing--ARMADA, ROSA, SPA, and others--has 

the appearance of an early New Deal directory of Federal agencies. 

The record industry is indeed an intricate one--with its roots 

deep in the American home, where it is well nourished by teen-age 

allowances of spending money. 
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i}.TOHIC SLEUTHING OF GUSS SECRETS 

A writer, in discussing West Virginia's glass manufacturing, 

said, 'Trom lowly sand and common chemicals, through the use of a 

2500-degree clay"covered holocaust, man produces a material of great 

beauty and utility -- glass. From 80 furnaces in West Virginia come 

all kinds and types of this most ancient plastic in the form of 

things as useful as glass bricks and as delicately jewel-like as 

hand-blown crystal for the President's table ••• and each glass housa 

guards its formulae 1il~e crown jewels ••• I~ 

But the secrets of these glass manufacturers now can be 

unlocked for historians--just as the past secrets of thousands of 

years of glass making are slowly being unlocked by researchers--by 

subjecting glass specimens to modern atomic analysis, in combination 

with related techniques. 

At Brookhaven National f,.aboratory, Long Isla~d, N.Y., operated 

for the Atomic: Ene7:gy Commission by Associated Universities, Inc., 

chemists are using neutron bombardment of glass samples to make 

cer:::air .. ~.tomR radicactii.:e, without dama3ing specim~ns, subsequently 

analyzing the radioisotopes to reveal each element in the glass. 

Nentron activitation, as the process is called, can detect and 

measure quantities of elements as fractional as a few parts per 

million million, and is one of the few processes sufficiently 

sensitive to measure rare earth ingredients of glass, such as 

metallic elements of cerium and europium. 

This atomic usuper-snooping" has brought to present day glass 

manufacturers a new realization of the tecl1nical skill of the 

ancient glass makers and the sophistication of their art. One 

researcher has stated of the Brookhaven worl~, "-1e have analyzed 
(." 

pieces of layered, multicolored, sculptured, and mo~~ic glass that 

most modern factories would be hard put to dttpli.cate--if indeed they 

could match them at all.'~ 
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Anp, importantly, the glass "sleuthers ll have set up a new and 

comprehensive classification system for recording for modern usage 

the finds from ancient glass. The studies on glass, begun in 1955, 

are, of course, only some of the many other projects carried on at 

Brookhaven Laboratory--a leading American center for fUndamental 

nuclear research--but al~eady between 400-500 examples of ancient 

glass have been analyzed. The study, time-wise, was established to 

span 27 centuries of the glass-making industry, starting with the 
, 

earliest known Egyptian flasks and goblets of about 1500 B.C. to a 

cut-off point at the end of the 12th Century A. D., when, in the 

judgment of glass historians, glass making entered a modern era, 

with the beginning of glass blowing in Italy. 

As an example of the effective work possible of performance by 

llse of an atomic reactor, a first-century Roman drinking vessel, 

found in London after WW II, was analyzed and revealed a high 

antimony content, typical of glass produced from the sixth century 

B. C. to the fourth century A. D. in lands under Greek and Roman 

rule. Other such comparatiye analyses of samples of ancient glass , 

have established that Roman glass of the time of Christ consistently 

contained close to one percent of magnesium oxide and averaged less 

thnn one half of one percent of potassium m::.ide. 

Anc~.ent glass makers understood little of the chemical 

composition of glass, their truly marvelous and intricate art having 

bt-:-:;n a .Jlhit-and-miss, try again Ii development, through endless 

experimentation. These artisans simply came to know what things in 

nature--sand, rock, ashes--combined to produce certain results. But 

because today's glass manufacturers now have a new ally--the atomic 

reactor--to serve as a Sherlock Holmes for them, a tremendous 

potential exists for adaptation of some of the secrets of the 

ancients to improve, to mah:e more valuable) or to create more 

uniquely their mm glass p":oducts. 
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POST OFFICE LEASE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

The Post Office Department might be seid to have a continuous 

gigantic headache--that of efficiently housing its mail handling 

operations. For obvious reasons, a single standardized housing 

policy cannot be established which will successfully stretch to 
, 

cover postal operations in large citie~ such as Chicago, and those of 

small 4th-class post offices in rural areas where receipts perhaps 

run $50 monthly. 

The greatest concentration of mail in the U. S. is in the very 

biggest cities of the Nation. JAS an illustration, the amount of 

mail regularly processed in Greater New York City is as much as that 

for all of Great Britain. By contrast, the new Postmaster Generel 

was recently sworn ill at ceremonies, attended by the President, at a 

4th-class post office in TeJ~as which serves a rural area of 

apprmcimately 200 citizens end which had receipts for FY 1964 

aggregating only $630. 

To meet efficiently its varied housing requirements, the Post 

Office Department has developed specialized programs. Well known 

to '~erican citizens is the program under which the Department 

operates United States Post Offices in thirty-two hundred Federally-

owned buildings. Not as femiliar, perhaps, is the Department's 

leasing program, under which approximately one-half of all space used 

for postal purposes is located in nearly 25,000 buildings rented or 

leased from private owners. 

The buildings constructed through pr~lvete enterprise inc lude 

post offices of all sizes, general office quarters, and specialized 

installations necessary :tn support of the complelc national mail 

moving operation. ~nlen a new building becomes necessary to provide 

proper postal space, the Department makes a study of the needs of the 

particular area, including mail volume, transportation, population 

growth, carrier routes, aite availability, end related matters. 
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Necessary plans and specifications are determined, and, generally, 

an option is talten on a suitable site. The Regional Real Estate 

Office then advertises for bids, based on standardized plans and 

specifications for a functional, milti-purpose building. the bidder 

provides the site on which the structure will be erected, and a 

construction contract is awarded on a competitive basis. Upon 

acceptable completion of the building, a leasing agreement is 

executed and rent is paid by the Post Office Department, with the 

title to the property remaining with the bidder. 

For a larger building, however, standerd plans and specifications 

cannot be used, so that, following a final site selection, the 

Department prepares individuel plans for the building based on the 

chosen site. 

In all cases, contracts are awarded to the lowest suitable 

~idder providing the most attractive annual rental for the basic 

lease term, with a lease period of ten years most frequent for small 

post offices and 20 or 30 years for larger facilities. 

For FY 1964, recurrine payments for leased and rented buildings 

amounted to $88,360,000, with the great advantage that an estimated 

$15 million of that amount was returned to State and local 

governments through real property taJces. 

~'rom January 1959 through May 1965, agreements to construct and 

lease new buildings in Uest Virginia were entered into by the Post 

Office Department covering 102 projects, encompassing 287,502 square 

feet of space, at an estimated cost of $4,329,383. Included among 

these were the facilities at Berkeley Springs, Beckley, Glen Dale, 

Melton, Paden City, Buckhannon, "lelch, Chester, Madison, Sprague, 

Grantsville, and Romney, to name a few. 
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HlS~ORICAL PROJECTS AS TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 

A recently issued study by Wheeling College, under

taken under a Federal grant, provides analysis of tourist and 

recreational possibilities of certain archeological and historic 

sites within West Virginia. 

Eleven sites have been proposed for development, fol

lowing review of their historical backgrounds to determine merits 

for preservation as antiquities. These are located within ap

proximate~ 15 to SO miles of major tourist attractions or 

facilities--located or under development--at Hawk's Nest, Canaan 

Valley, Bluestone, Grandview, Cacapon, and Twin Falls State Parks. 

Among these projects are: a museum and summer stock 

theater at Cass--the old lumbering village in Pocahontas County; 

a chemical museum at Malden--to depieit Kanawha'Valley's chemical 

industry; development of Camp Allegheny as a Civil War battleground 

attraction--on the Parkersburg-Stanton turnpike; preservation of 

facilities at Berkeley Springs--the first mineral resort in America; 

and establishment of a museum to complement the exhibition coal 

mine in Beckley and improvement of the museum and coal mine tour 

area around Stotesbury--S6king the project an historical attraction 

of national importance. Others are also recommended. 

Sagacious and effective development of the proposed 

Beckley-Stotesbury complelc, to illustrate the history of coal 

mining in West Virginia from the time Indians wore coal lumps 

as jewelry through the evolution of coal mining commercially, with 

the accompanying rise of unionism, would serve to provide a unique 

project in the United States similar in concept to that recently 

announced for the Rhondda Valley of Wales. the famous coal mining 

area in the British Isles. 
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The now bleak Rhondda Valley, denuded of trees, with 

slag heaps defacing the hillsides, the river running black with 

coal dust, and with abandoned coal colliery workings everywhere 

pxedomlnating, was the background for author Richard Llewellyn's 

book '~ow Green Was My Valley", and later served as the scene of 

the world famous movie of the same title, which directed inter-

national attention to the stark tragedy of industrial depression 

in coal mining areas. 

The Rhondda Borough Council, local authority for the 

region, plans to make Rhondda a new tourist spot, with picnic and 

camping sites among thousands of trees soon to be planted for 

restoration of mountain forests, and trout and salmon running 

heavily in the unpolluted river. The present long rows of bleak, 

terraced miners' dwellings are to be torn down and replaced with 

modern units, and a new center with modern buildings is being 

devised for location at Porth. 

Just as far-sighted civic planners in England are 

taking action to capital.ize on the fascinating history of coal-

mining, as a magnet for tourists, so should our State act to reap 

economic and historical dividends by combining its assets--its 

own dynamic history of coal mining, its established rank among 

coal producing regions of the world, and its great natural scenic 

attractions--to create a unique historical complex in the Beckley-

Stotesbury area. 
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A WASTE OF LIFE 

Americans have been horrified by recent spectacles of adult 

citizens of our Nation making human torches of themselves, apparently 

in voluntary protest against our Viet Nam policy. 

Such self-immo1ation--by fire--is foreign to our way of life--

alien to the customs and mores of our modern free and open society. 

The mode of this violent act of se1f-ki11ing--by making a human 

torch of one's self--has its origins outside of our Western-bred 

culture; and it is significant that this idea originally came to 

recent worldwide attention in connection with "Buddhist" protests in 

South Viet Nam, having been violently utilized by fanatics to bring 

pr~ssure against the officielly established Diem government. An 

obvious similarity exists between those public actions in Saigon 

and actions by persons in the United States who, ostensibly, seized 

upon this method of self-destruction as a means of publicizing their 

protests against the military policies of our Nation in Viet Nam. 

As one facet of the problem, students of mass movements have 

long noted that acts of suicidal violence seem to have a fascination 

for persons of deep frustrations and poorly adjusted personalities. 

Often a suicide of a particular type will apparently trigger a wave 

of similar acts. In Japan, Nount FujiyaIrul, the high volcanic peak 

in Central Honshu, has been a traditional goal of pilgrimage for the 

Japanese. and its volcanic crater (thelsat eruption having occurred 

in 1707) has, on occasions, had an apparent irresistible attraction 

for disappointed lovers, with youths hurling themselves to death in 

its depths. One such action sometimes seems to set a pattern for 

others to follow. 

In past centuries, suttee--the compulsory suicide performed out 

of lcyalty to a dead master or spouse--has been practiced in India. 

In ancient China, si~n1i1ar brulavior was expected of a dead emperor's 

favorite courtiers. 
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However, self-ldlling is expressly condemned by Judaism, 
\ 

Christianity, and Islam, and attempts are punishable by law in 

varidus countries pf the vlestern society. Attempted suicide has 

been classed as a felony in England since the 11th century. In the 

U.S., attempted suicide is classified in some States as a 

misdemeanor, a felony, or no crime at all, with penalties seldom 

enforced. Pyschiatric custody is regarded as the preferable 

treatment, but severe punishment is provided for those who advise, 

or abet, suicide. Because of the similarity of "fiery torch fi actions 

in the United States (such as that at the Pentagon in Washington~ D.C.~ 

to those organized in South Viet Nam, the question arises as to 

whether these actions in the U.S. are a result of a "triggering" 

of such thoughts in the minds of frustrated, or sociologically 

disturbed, persons, or whether these actions have instead been the 

results of deliberate planning by elements hostile to the welfare 

of our Nation. 

Persons who become a part of a power-hungry mass movement 

without a humanitarian basis, having freed themselves from any 

vague stirrings of decency, feel free to go to extremes of cruelty 

and ruthlessness--to exploit others whenever it is considered 

adv al1tageou s • 

Whatever the origin of the fiery suicides in the United States, 

the wholesome protest of the general American public--the strong 

condemnation of such self-immolating actions--would appear to 

provide the best climate for discouraging such acts. 
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

The;,:autumn of the year is apt to move \'lest Virginia old .. 

~imers to nostalgic reminiscing, and to recounting tales of past 

fun and work to youngsters. I't-lorkings", such as land-clearings, 

lOf~rollings, cabin raisings, corn shuckings, and quiltings, were 

eased and made happy times by community participation and sociability 

~nd the inspiration of hill music. 

Many of tie social activities recounted are no longer 

generally seen. Olden time "bean-stringings" or "leather britches 

stitchings" provided occasions for many gay hill gatherings. In 

the fall of the year, farm folk often picked, by the bushels, what 

were called "cornfield beansll--lerge, white beans grown in the fields 

between rows of corn. Thereafter, the area young people would get 

together in some family's cabin, coming equipped with darning needles 

and thread to string the beans. These cornfield beans, still in 

their pods, were later hung on cords, in rows, from the cabin's 

rafters, to dry for winter cooking and eating. The work was most 

often hurried along by the lively sounds of singing and banjo pick-

ing, with favorite tunes being played and replayed and new verses 

improvised for old ballads. 

The same warm community spirit prevailed at autumnal cane 

boilings, usually held after the first frost had bitten into and 

lisweetenedli the sorghum cane, and the harvest moon was full. Cane 

molasses, an important staple in the winter diet of many hardy 

Mountain State families, quite frequently served as a spread for 

cold biscuits for youngsters to eat for their school lunches. 

Any success:(1l1 "Lasses Licldn" required neighborly 

assistance to "spell" the watching and tending; and, coincidentally, 

offered some good "courting" opportunities for the young people. 

Juices extracted from crushing the cut stalks of cane were set to 

boil, 24 hours a day; and while the elders skimmed the foam from 
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the boiling mass, the young folk played games and sang along with 
\ 

the fiddlers such much loved pieces as "Pig in the Parlor", tlGoing 

to Boston", or "Skip to My Lou". An almost indispensable feature 

of any "Lasses Lickinu was having some unwary youth fall, or be 

pushed, into the molasses skimmings, afterward emerging smeared 
\ 

with green scum to provide a high point of hilarity. 

"Cidering pff" time in the fall, after apple harvesting, 

offered another eagerly seized opportunity for sociability. The 

head of the family, supported by more mature male members, would 

invite his cronies in to finish off the cidering task--completing 

,the expressing of juice from the apples. A necessary part of the 

operations included repetitious sampling of older, or hard cider, 

or even dandelion wine, ostensibly for comparison in quality with 

the new batch of cider, so that the alcoholic content of the hard 

cider,or raisin or dandelion wine, not infrequently caused an 

extremely elevated state of relaxation, indignantly characterized 

by family matrons as being "high". As for the cider, the colder 

weather of autumn often afforded a fortuitous opportunity for 

increasing cider potency by freezing it. 

Wh.ile the older males were diligently involved in their 

limen's work", which on occasions might be stretched to include the 

running off. of horae b::ml (c:ool<.cd and distilled from corn squeezings 

in a nearby still), th~ women and young people were involved in 

gathering and cutting apples, for making into appl.e butter, cr for· 

stringing and hanS~8 on a dry-rack. The rows of apple slices, 

arranged on the wooden rack in front of the cabin fire, were covered 

with a quilt and slowly dried out for winter cooking. The work and 

frolic were also enlivened by singing and promenading to tunes 

picked out on banjoes or "bowed out" on fiddles. 

Most understandably, the good old days are lovingly 

recalled. 
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REMElvIBEIUNG PEARL HARBOR 

This December 7. 1965, the slogan, IiRemember Pearl Harbor" t is 

receiving renewed emphasis, for the naval installation at Pearl 

Harbor, on the island of Oahu, is the scene of quickening activity. 

Along with other U.S. Navy, Marine Corps~ A~, and Air Force bases 

in the Hawaiian Islands, that island bastion is serving as a spring-

board in the readying and deploying of American military units to 

regions of the Far East, where our national interests are under 

vicious attack. American fighting men departing to Pacific areas, 

for combat against hostile forces, is an old story at Pearl Harbor. 

Hawaiian Islanders have learned well and remember vividly the horrors 

of the days, less than 25 years ago, when Asiatic power interests, 

in a naked bid for conquest, slashed at island defenses in an effort 

to cripple fatally our military defenses. 

The sunken battleship "Arizona", lying in Pearl Harbor with its 

entombed hundreds of I~eric~n fighting men, serves as a constant 

reminder -- with the daily raising and lowering of the American flag 

keeping vivid the principles involved--that ceaseless vigilance is 

the price of life--that aggressors can only be stopped through cold 

military strength wisely guided by the will to act decisively to 

protect our national security wherever threatened. 

The Pacific National Cemetery, in the Punchbowl crater of an 

elc.tinct Hawaiian volcano overlooking Pearl Harbor, is the final 

resting place of almost 20,000 American military dead, and also of 

Ernie Pyle, the war correspondent, whose grave I visited while en 

route to the Far East as a member of the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee. This memorial cemetery is eloquent proof that Glls, naval 

"gobs", and U.S. airmen have died on Pacific lands and waters, 

keeping the enemw far from our home shores. In the interim since 

WW 11 and the Korean Conflict, through functioning of divisions of 

the U.S. Army, hundreds of bodies have been reclaimed from places 

BUeli ·as Saipan, Layte, Okinawa, and I<orea for final interment at 



~ 

.. 2-

Punchbowl. And as the casualty lists from Viet Nam mount, another 
", 

'"- sad chapter in the history of the cemetery is being written. The 
"'~ 

'-" tremendous tablets of the VJar Memorial to be dedicated at Punchbowl, 

in Honolulu, Hawaii, in early 1966, will doubtlessly have engraved 

on them the names of American fighting men who have lost their lives 

in protecting our latest '~first line of defenseli--in Pleiku or the 

Mekong Delta--thousands of miles from their home land. 

From their bases in }~waii, elements of the 1st Marine Air Wing 

and the U.S. A~ 25th Infantry D~vision have already been deployed 

to bolster U.S. fighting forces in Viet Nam. U.S. Air Force B52's, 

under command of Pacific Headquarters at Pearl llarbor, and based on 

1, Guam, regularly raid Viet Namese battle areas. Guam-based nuclear 

powered submarines, manned by men whose families await them in 

quarters at Pearl Harbor, and Who have perhaps taken refresher 

trainipg in the diving tower at Pearl Harbor's submarine base, stand 

poised as silent, but lethal, emissaries dedicated to holding the 

ene~ far from our llome territories. 

Pearl Harbor is this century's stark example to be pondered by 

thoughtful Americans -- that war, always grim anq dirty, seldom can 

be fought at a time and place of 6 Nation's own choosing, if that 

,Nation is indeed honorably and truly dedicated to peacefUL pursuits. 

There are two hard lessons which Pearl Harbor has taught -- that our 

national security has its outer perimeters far across the Pacific 

in the lands and waters of the Asiatic Continent and that the 

vicissitudes of war are infinitely more unendurable for our citizenry 

when it is fought on American soil. Whether dangerously irresponsible 

and fuzzy thinking elements like it or not, the reality of Pearl 

Harbor is that it is possible for the United States to be attacked 

and critically injured. 

Demonstrators parading in condemnation of our national policy 

in Viet Nam could more profitably employ their time studying 

contemporary American history--to remembering the lessons of Pearl 

Harbor. 
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COMING EVENTS CAST THEIR SHADOWS 

'Tia the season for reviewing things past and predicting things 

to come. With the ending of a year and the opening of a new 

calendar with twelve unmarked months, many persons feel moved to 

forecast coming events, to predict turning of tides in human 

fortunes, to proBl1osticate on nad.onal anJ i.nternational crises. 

It does not take great acumen to fot:esee one coming event of 

special importance to all Americans -- due in accordance with 

Federal statues to occur this fall -- the biennial national election. 

However, it does take a brave, or perhaps rash, person to predict 

with any conviction at this point the manner in which the American 

vo~ers may act come November. 

Certain factors exist which offer clues which may help solve 

this riddle for those whose needs require them so to do. Among 

these factors, of particular significance is the analysis of the 

American voter in the 1964 presidential election '(recently released 

by the Bureau of the Census based on its sample survey of the 

civilian, noninstitutional, population of the U.S.) taken two weeks 

after the November election. 

Who were the voters? Who stayed away from the polls? 

Of those interviewed, it was estimated that 69 percent of the 

voting age population voted on November 3, 1964. More women than 

men voted; and the young people (under 25 years of age) and the 

elderly (75 years or older) reported the lowest exercise of their 

right of suffrage. Persons 45 to 64 years of age had the highest 

voting rate -- about three-fourths of their numbers. 

An estimated 71 percent of the white population of voting age 

said they voted, as compared with 58 percent of the total nonwhite 

population. 

More than 80 percent of persons 21 and over who had completed 

one or more years of college said they voted, while only 51 percent 

of ~hose with less than an eighth grade education did so. 
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Unemployed men of voting age were reported as having voted to a 

significantly lesser eJctent (57 percent) than employed men (74 percent), 
\ 

The amount of income a family had was shown to have a marked 

influence on voter participation of its members. Only one-half of 

all persons 21 and over living in families with incomes of less than 

$2,000 were reported as voters, but 85 percent of those in families 

with incomes of $10,000 or more reported voting. 

It would thus appear that over-all increases in standards of 

living (based on income advances) and rising educational levels. 

would act to swell the total number of voterD comIng to the polls. 

But the answer to the questions, ''What will they think?", and ''tIbet 

will determine the manner in which they cast thei.::: votes?", will 

perhaps remain unknown until next November 8. 

The war in Viet Nam, the state of the national economy, and 

individual personalities of public figures are among some of the 

elements likely to influence the American voter. In turn, the 

approaching electi.on itself will perhaps cas~ its shadow well before 

the election date, influencing to an unlOlown quantity, at present, 

national and intenlntional events during 1966. 
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DOCTOR-NURSE SHORTAGES 

1966 

As a result of increases in population, the institution of 

Medicare, the trend toward greater use of hospitals, and the expanding 

national economy which pe~1mits citizens to purchase greater amounts 

of health care, significant shortages in professions associated with 

health and medical care are developing in the U.S. and indeed already 

acutely exist in a number of States. 

As merely one example of our ever-increasing national needs, it 

has been estimated that .:5 ;·000 new radiologic technicians will be 

\ needed in this country this year. 

\ 

A recent report by a Commission appointed by the Commonwealth 

of Virginia, \--Jest Virginia's litwin" State, points out that, of 13 

major medical and 'health professions, about ha~f already are 

significantly deficient in numbers as considered ,necessary for meeting 
~;:~ . 

Virginia's state-wide needs. 

In Hest Virginia, the same general situation exists and has been 

further compounded in recent years because of the movement out of the 

State of a significant percentage of the general population. 

A review of statistics on the out migration of Hest Virginia's 

popUlation shows that the movement outward of the general population 

has been greater than that of doctors and appa~ent1y of nurses. No 

similar data is currently available on medical technicians. However, • 
this apparently favorable factor actually is only one element in the 

total picture. 

The birthrate in Hest Virginia exceeds the death rate so thet 

the annual decline in population of the State is due to a net out 

migration •. This migration was estimated at 113,000 persons between 

( 1960 and 1963. On the other hand, the number of physicians has 

increased from 1,633 in 1959 (a rate of 1 doctor per 1,132 persons) 

to 1,833 in 1963 (a rate of 1 doctor per 939 persons). This means, 

of course, that the drop in the size of the Mountain State's 

population, coupled with the rise in the number of physicians, has 

':? 
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resulted in an improved physician-population ratio. 

Unfortunately, this factor does not furnish much encouragement, 

for West Virginia's physician-population ratio is far below that of 

the country as a whole. Fo~ example, in 1963, the U.S. physician -

ir 
population ratio. was 1 doctor per 652 persons, as compared with the 

, l doctor per 939 persons in Hest Virginia. 

The nurse shortage in \'Jest Virginia is even more acute. In 

1962, vJest Virginia had approximately 4,415 active graduate nurses, 

a nurse-population ratio of approximately 1 nurse to each 400 persons. 

Additionally, there are acute shortages of dental assistants, dental 

hygienists, certified dietitians, medical technologists, physical 

therapists, psychologists, and speech therapists in relation to the 

known needs in the State. 

The demands of the future in all likelihood may change the 

classification of West Virginia's shortages of medical and health 

pers'onnel from Bacuten to "critical';. 

C' -30-
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S. O. S. FROM ,THE .. · STATE. DEPAR..7MENT 

A unique opportunity exists to bring to national and inter

national attention West Virginia products, native materials, and 

historical possessions--an opportunity which may have particular 

appeal to manufacturers within the State, Chambers of Commerce, clubs, 

and private citizens. 

In a diplomatically-worded S.0.S4, the State Department has let 

it be known that it needs help in furnishing its Diplomatic Function 

Rooms, a task assigned to a Special Fine Arts Committee headed by 

Secretary of State and Mrs. Dean P~sk, with 35 advisory members 

including Director of the National Gallery of Art John Walker, Miss 

Eleanor Sayre of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, Mrs. Perle Mesta 

(former Ambassador to Luxembourg), and Dr. Richard Howland;of the 

Smithsonian Institution. These rooms are being furnished by means 

of gifts and loans from public-spirited citizens and friends of the 

State Department, as official funds are not available for prestige 

furnishings, paintings, and decorative objects appropriate for these 

important chambers, located in the Department of State building on 

l Northwest Virginia Avenue in Hashington, D. C. 

These handsome diplomatic function rooms, three large and two 

small, are furnished at present by use of many fine items on 

consignment from American business establishments and private owners 

in order to fill out the plan of furnishings. Thus far, gifts and 

loans do not fill nearly all the requirements. The very large 

Diplomatic Function Rooms include the John Quincy Adams State 

Drawing Room, the Thomas Jefferson State Reception Room (which has 

walls of green Vermont marble), and the Benjamin Franklin State 

( Dining Roam. It was in these three rooms, thrown en suite, that 

President Lyndon B. Johnson received the heads of State and 

representatives of nations of the world following President John F. 

Kennedy's funerel in November 19630 It was in these rooms, also, 

that the reception for the American astronauts, including Colonel 
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~olLn Glenn, was held, so that, as a result, television viewers of 

the ceremonies on these memorable occasions may have some familiarity 

with their appearance. It is in these rooms that all major diplomatic 

functions hosted by the Secretary of State are held, and it is in 

these rooms that ten cx~ystal chandeliers from France are hanging, 

having been purchased at an approximate cost of $45,000 each and 

presented as a gift to the State Department by then Under Secretary 

of State C. Douglas Dillon and Mrs. Dillon. 

The two small reception rooms, the James Monroe Reception Room 

and the James Madison Dining Room, are used for smaller functions. 

For all of these rooms, the Fine Arts Committee urgently needs 

funds to make selective purchases and is seeking gifts of appropriate 

furnishings and room accessories, such as crystal chandeliers; gold, 

crystal, silver, or brass candelabra, wall sconces, and table 

ornaments; antique mirrors and clocks; paintings of typical 

American scenes of all periods; collections of antique American 

porcelains; American-made furniture of historical val~e; and varied 

examples of American decorative arts. In its appeal, the Committee, 

practically and diplomatically, has pointed out that gifts of funds 

and valuable objects are t~:-deductible, with contributions of 

funds deductible in the year in which they are given. Gifts of 

items are tax-deductible in the amount of their appraised value, in 

the year of presentation, or over a period of years. 

Inquiries in response to the SoO.S. may appropriately be 

directed to the Department of State in Washington, D. C. 
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U. S. CANINES SERVE \tJELL 

January 21, 1966 

The recent announcement by the Department of Defense that 2,000 

sentry dogs are being floW11 overseas, to serve on sentry duty and to 

help guard American military bases such as those in Viet Nam, has 

focused greater public attention on U.S. canines. 

The news item provides a considerably more favorable "public 

image" than is inspired by current commercial advertisements such as: 

liyou can keep your dog comfortable on cold nights with an electric 

warming pad that has a heating element (Dimilar to the type used in 

electric blankets) safely imbedded in tcugh, thick vinyl which is 

impervious to scratching and digging." It also attests to the 

realization that dogs are effective bot.h in searching out the en~ 

and protecting against attack and that certain physically and 

temperamentally suitable canines can be trained and utilized as an 

effective instrument of our national defense. 

The Armed Services haveroloc~ed German shepherd dogs for 

military usage because of the aggressiveness, size, strength, and 

intelligence of the breed. Experts say these dogs have the average 

IQ of a 7-year-old child, the ability to learn 100 commands, and a 

bite equal to 700 Ihsl> per square inch of pressure, enough to rip 

off a man i s arm. 

In Viet Nam, officials say, the dogs are highly effective in 

protecting our Americen servicemen from Viet Cong ambush and in 

flushing out hidden enemies during patrols f' Thus P..merica I s canines 

are again being enlisted in the organization dubbed by \'JVl II GI I S as 

the tiK_9 'Corps"" However, the Dtstrict Metropolitan Police Depart -

~nt has already founds its OWO, daily reaffirmed, value [~om the use 

( of German shepherds as an adjunct of its law enforcement forces. 

Currently, the District Police Department is authorized 100 

dogs for patrol duty, with 92 presently in use or in training, 

including 5 dogs assigned eJ~clusively to patrolling the grounds 

surrounding the Nation's Capitol and Congressional office buildings« 
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The Hetropolitan Police Canine Patrol was established in 1960 and is 

modelled after the Canine Corps operated by the London, England, 

police department, including having a former police sergeant from 

London as a trainer. Each dog has a qualified police officer with 

whom he lives after his original 14 weeks of training and with whom 

he works exclusively in patrolling assigned areas. \Jith feed and 

veterinary bills, it is estimated that the daily cost of individual 

canine maintenance is 60¢ per dayo His value, after being trained 

for street duty, is estimcted as equivalent to the cost of a new 

police cruiser. 

The principal benefit of l1ashington 1s Canine Patrol appears to 

be the deterrent factor, which is difficult to evaluate statistically. 

However, for more than four years the over-all crime rate in the 

District of Columbia has steadily risen, except in those areas 

'patr.olled by dogs. This evaluation is documented by reports from 

handlers and from the various Precinct Commanders; and, based on it, 

the funds were appropriated by Congress to underwrite the cost of 

canine patrolling of the Capitol grounds, following an epidemic of 

crimes on Car:.·itol Hill, such as ass sui.,t, pocket-book snatching, and 

robbery. It is believed that this daily canine patrolling has made a 

substantial contributi:.,n to the safety of tom:ists visiting their 

Nation's Capitol and th,~ safety of Congrescional employees often 

working long hours. 

AmBrica's canines dese~~·e accolades for their services as 

defenders of our military security at home and abroad and preservers 

of law and order within our communities~ 

-30-
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LISTENING 

January 28, 1966 

Current emphasis in our American society has tended to focus the 

attention of the public on the importance of education, self-develop-

ment, and sociological and cultural advancement. 

Adults and young folk alike are exhorted to continue their 

education, to broaden their reading abilities, and to patronize the 

arts. Little has been said, however, on the almost unlimited 

opportunity which each individual human has for self-development--

simply increasing his own listening capacities. 

Researchers in the field emphasize that approximately three-

quarters of each person's waking hours are spent "communicatingu
• 

Other studies have been performed which go even farther than this 

basic finding, with the results proving that the average American 

spends less than 10 percent of his, or her, conscious time writing, 

approximately lS percent of the waking hours reading, 30 percent 

talking, and the remaining l}S percent listening. (No information 

is available as to what category covers the hours the Haverage 

American" spends immobilized before television sets, nor did the 

researchers venture any commitment as to whether the American male 

is a better listener, or talker, than the American female). 

However, these studies prove something which professors, 

preachers, and after dinner speakers have long noted--to their 

frustration--that listeners seldom really listen, that bad listening 

is the mode, and that poor retention is the norm, with less than 

25 percent of the output by the speaker retained by the listener. 

All too often a listener takes in the first few remarks a speaker 

mal~es and decides that the subject is too dull, or "old hatH; that 

the speaker is personally sloppy in appearance or has a poor 

delivery; that the speaker has no business taking such a stupid, 

biased position, or that the material is too difficult to follow; 

and, having made some such arbitrary determination, he tunes himself 
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out and goes off on some mental tangent, closing his ears and mind 

to all that the speaker is saying. 

If indeed less than 15 percent of the average American's time 

is spent read[ng--and there would appear to be no reason to doubt 

the findings--as compared to 45 percent spent listening, it would 

appear that, as individuals, we are missing the boat in our efforts 

to learn more of the ever-increasing store of knowledge around us. 

\'le, more profitably, should place ourselves where we can listen to 

people who have something of value to say_ We, more advantageously, 

can· cultivate the art of good listening, which is not a relaxed, 

passive art, but a disciplined, energy-burning, concentrated effort-

just plain hard work. 

Any person sincerely wanting to improve himself can seize his 

built-in opportunity for listening and can determine to become a 

better listener. He can open his ears to speakers of worth; lie can 

concentrate on absorbing what speakers say; and he can later test 

himself by conscientiously reviewing and assembling in his own mind 

those things which the speaker has said. The ultimate increased 

proficiency in listening would result in measurably greater 

comprehension and beneficial retention of more and more facts. 

In summary, an effective lecturer might well state, in 

categorical terms, "A storehouse of knowledge a1;ITaits any American 

who uses good listening as a key to open its portals li
; a wise parent 

might succinctly exhort inattentive children, 'Try listening for a 

change"; or a member of the beat generation might say to a fellow 

beatnik, "Like, man, don't send when you should ought to be 

receiving fi
• However it may be phrased, good listening is a valuable 

tool to have at onels commando 
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ANTI-DRAFT PROTZSTS 

Selective Service ennouncements that the Depn~i:ment of Defense 

has asked for a March draft call of 32,900 men weke made simu1taw ' 

neously with warnings that, should draft: quotas remg,tn over 30,000 

monthly, the Selective S-ervice' would tighten college student 

deferments. Criteria (test scoring and determination of class 

standing) would 00· employed similar to that used during the Korean 

lIar, when monthly draft calls peaked at 30,000. 

The prospects of increased levies and tightening of deferments 

would appear to raise the possibility of increased anti-draft 

protests 0 Many thoughtful Americans have been alarmed by the highly 

~ublicized actions of the 1965 draft~and-war protestors, and 

criticisms have been wid~spread of the character a~d moral structure 

of the indivicuals and groups involved. 

That compulsory military service has often met l\Tith popular 

protest in this country is confirmed by m~ny historians. Riots 

occurred in opposition to conscription into the Union Army during 

the Civil Har, with a candidate fer the governorship of Ohio 

involved in one violent display; and there were vociferous protests 

voiced by so-called "pacifists" and fl.c'mlerica First-ers" when the 

first peacetime draft ''las passed in 19l~0 0 By contrast, there does 

not seem to have bean any concerted action on any scale to thw~rt 

the registration of young i:.merican males during the First \rJorld lIar. 

The nature of the opposition to the draft today has been the 

subject of many article8 and studies, at private and official levels. 

It is apparent from facts developed and generally available that 

there is a definite political basis for the beliefs of some groups 

opposing military service since the crises in Viet Nam and Santo 

Domingo a Many of these groups are composed of general critics of 

American foreign policy and American society who ere on the far 

left end of the political spectrum. And extreme gestures have been 
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made by some individuals and groups, which have been played up by 

the daily press, and which have become regarded as reflecting a 

generally mounting spirit of lawlessness in the entire anti-draft 

movement. 

Also, some strong amounts of organization among these protestors 

have been noted by authorities, with close scrutiny being made to 

determine any proof of a general direction of the campaign by 

communistic, or other subversively dissident, elements within our 

country. 

For the general public, with responsibility for helping to 

determine our national policies, and for those American youths faced 

in increasing number with a call to military service in defense of 

this Nation and its conscientiously determined policies, it is well 

to reflect that 20 million Americans have mothballed their civilian 

garb to wear the uniform of their country since that Spetember day 

in 1940 when Congress passed the Universal l1ilitary Training and 

Service Act, and that our reservoir of manpo't-7er, and the instruI!lents 

for its effective and timely use, have contributed to keeping our 

Nation strong at home and abroad and our citizenry at an all-time 

high leve 1 of social and econorr.ic sc!curity 0 

The watchword should be: ItThink where the moral and hU!llClnistic 

values truly lie. II 
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GO METRIC 

Legislation has been recurrently proposed to the Congress to 

make the metric system the official basis for standardization of 

weights and measures in the U.S. A request for a study of the 

French metric system was originally made by George Washington; and, 

at the close of the Civil War, the Congress legalized the optional 

use of the metric system in this country. 

Currently, a movement to ''Go Metric Ii has gained impetus, with 

legislation introduced in the Congress to provide for appropriate 

studies, by either the National Bureau of Standards or the Secretary 

of Commerce, to determine the feasibility of a change over from our 

present commercial, or English, system (using the inch, gallon, 

pound, and degree Fahrenheit as basic units to measure length, 

volume, mass, and temperature~ respectively) to the metric system. 

For a variety of historical and commercial reasons, the nations 

of the world today employ one of these two basic systems of weights 

and measures. The English system is used more extensively in world 

trade end commerce than the metric system, with more than half of 

the world's engineering production in inch sizes. A large amount of 

capital is tied up in plants and equipment which are geared to the 

English system. Thus, conversion to the metric measure would involve 

enormous costs and problems and would require that industry retool 

while maintaining the present tool set-ups for existing equipment 

and products. Re-education of all English-speaking people 

accustomed to the English system of weights and measures would be 

required, and learning a new system of measures is anticipated as 

being as difficult as learning a new language and would require 

( time-consuming and costly retraining of labor and consumers. 

Presently the metric system (using the meter, liter, gram, and 

degree Celsuis--Centigrade--as fundamental units of length, volume, 

mass, and temperature) is in general use by 80 to 90 percent of the 

nations of the world, with the U.S. and many British Commonwealth 

.~ 
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Nations being the major exceptions. Both the English and metric 

systems are thus obviously adequate to the needs of a comple:lc, 

technical society; but the metric system is undeniably easier to 

h~,dle. For instance, in stating distances, kilometers can be 

converted" into meters by multiplying by a factor of 1,000, while the 

comparable English conversion from miles to feet requires use of a 

factor of 5,280 0 

The metric system is the universal language of weights and 

measures for scientists allover the world. The pharmaceutical 

industry and most scientific research already employ it exclusively. 

Also, it has been stated that U.S. exports to 16 metric system 

(\ countries declined by 2 percent between 1957 and 1963, with the 

complications of using differing systems of weights and measures 

given as a major adverse factor. Proponents of the metric system 

point out that our Nation has embarked on a tremendous enterprise 

building and industrializing a world free from war and free from 
" , 
\ economic hardship. They assert our system of measurements, because 

of its difference from the rest of the world, is hindering us, 

hampering our trade, slolYlng down our technological development, 

and needlessly burdening our school curriculums. 

-30-
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BIRDS IN THE NEWS 

News-conscious Americans may well be forgiven befuddlement when, 

( in tuning in radios and televisions to daily newscasts, they hear 

... 

reports on the activities of doves, hawks, owls, ostrichs, yellow-

bellied sapsuckers, and the like. Bewilderment justly may arise as 

to whether a news account has reference to ornithology, foreign 

affairs, or sporting events when one hears: I~ fiery confrontation 

between doves and hawks shook the Nation's Capitol yesterday. Ii; 

"Steps were ordered to save the American Eagle."; liThe hawks and 

doves have now been joined by the owls."; I;Fouling by the Hawks 

pro~ed costly.lI; or "The Falcons will suffer next season from this 

. latest freeze." 

A glossary of terms would thus appear helpful to have on hand 

C before attempting in-depth deciphering of current news. The 

following pocket-sized translations are therefore offered, as partial 

I... 

aids to finding one's way through the political aviary: 

~ ~--currently applicable to persons who advocate all-out 

efforts for victory in Viet Nam. Originally used in reference to 

those who counseled the late President Kennedy to bomb Cuban missile 

sites; 

~ DOVE--applicable to opponents of the hawks. Generally 

considered to refer to those who favor withdrawal of American forces 

from Asian mainland, and sometimes categorized as "fluttering" or 

"twittering." This term also was sired during the Cuban missile 

crisisJ 

AN ~--refers to one who gives unswerving support to the 

Administration's Viet Nam policy but is capable of solemnly assessing 

the future. This is a new bird term hatched during recent heated 

debates on Viet Nam crisis, 

~ OSTRICH--a bird who traditionally sticks his head in the 

sand without regard to his exposed derriere, or, in American 
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parlance, he who cannot yet locate Viet Nam on a map of Asia and 

is more interested in putting a third car in his garage; 

h. YELLOVl BELLIED SAP .. §UCKER ... anyone too stubborn to agree with 

an oratorls own nnalysis of U.S. policies; 

AN EAGLE (BALD ~ ~EN)--used frequently by opponents of 

continued U.S. foreign aid, who claim: "Foreigners have picked the 

American eagle bald."; or HThose natives must think the American 

eagle is a solid golden one-.. made of nothing but money." (Listed 

on ornithological family tree of eagles as rich uncle of West 

Virginia eagles.); 

OTHER BIRD TERMS- .. i.e., Atlanta Falcons and Baltimore Orioles-

for the present these may be safely assumed as referring to 

American sports teams encountering their own vicissitudes with no 

assistance from Hanoi, Peking, or MoscowJ 

STILL OTHER ORNITHOLOGICAL DESIGNATIONS--whooping cranes and 

starlings--noteworthy by wide variance in attitude of Federal 

government towards these feathered creatures. All-out efforts are 

being made to help along the whooping crane propagation, while 

(by great contrast) research is being heavily underwritten to 

contain the starlings' popuLation explosion, distastefully noted 

because of adverse effects on the appearances of public buildings 

\. in \'lashington, D. c. 
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MARCH 31 IMPORTANT DATE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

The last day of March this year is also the deadline for 
1:.-... ~_w : .• : .... ~ ~""f. .. ~ 1 

I 

U 

enrollment by Americ n older folk in the voluntary doctor insurance 

plan provided under the Medicare program enacted by Congress last 

year. 

Despite extensive efforts by the Social Security Administration, 

supplemented by Office of Economic Opportunity drives and vigorous 

campaigns by other governmental and private groups, many potential 

elderly beneficiaries apparently misunderstand or are not aware of 

this program, for by the most recent count less than 11 million 

of the 19 million eligibles had signed up for the $3-a-month 

voluntary health insurance program. 

It is generally agreed that some degree of confusion has 

existed as to the actual free benefits provided under the widely 

publicized, long awaited, Federal Medicare program.. In actuality, 

this program as incorporated under social security has two major 

parts. The first part makes available--without charge--payments, 

as stipulated, for hospital bills, starting July 1 of this year, to 

nearly everyone aged 65 or over. 

The secondary portion of the Medicare program offers optional 

"doctor" insurance benefits. Persons presently 65 or older must 

apply to the Social Security Administration--Qy March 31--for 

enrollment in this voluntary program, which, upon payment of $3 per 

person per month, makes the participant eligible for Medicare doctor 

bill payments beginning July 1. Basically, these payments cover 

approximately 80 percent of doctor, surgeon, and other specialists' 

bills, for services at home, in the hospital, clinic, or nursing 

home. 

Although legislation has been introduced in the Congress to 

extend the enrollment deadline from March 31 until September 30, no 

action has as yet been t':lken on it. Therefore, as the law now 
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sta~ds, the failure of a senior citizen, otherwise eligible, to 

enroll by March 31 means that the chance to enroll in this voluntary 

doctor insurance program has been forfei.ted until October 1967; and, 

as a result, that person cannot receive any benefits until July 

1963 Q (Of course, for thoce reaching 65 on and after January 1 of 

this year, the seven months enrollment period is effective beginning 

three months before the month of the birthday until three months 

after it.) 

Moreover, actuarial experts have warned that those persons ~ot 

enrolled under the voluntaL~ doctor insurance program will almost 

surely not be able to secure any reasonably priced doctor bill 

( insurance through private insurers, or under company or group 

"'-' , 
I 

( 

h~~alth policies, for it is anticipated that pxivate policies now 

duplicating the soon-to-be effective Medicare programs will be 

rapidly modified to provide only coverage not offered by Medicare, 

or, possibly by some companies, cancelled altogether. 

Senior citizens who have not yet applied for participation in 

the voluntary doctor insurance program under Medicare. should 

contact immediately, by card, letter, telephone, or visi.t, their 

nearest social security office, seeking enrollment assistance. 

Likewise, relatives and lleighbors of persons over 6!Eyears of age 

should encourage and assist them in such enrollmento The March 31 

deadline is an important one to the health and economic well being 

of our American elders. 
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March 4, 1966 

MOUNTAIN ST..4.TE ART AND CRAFT FAIR IS GOOD TOURIST BUSINESS 

West Virginia artists and cr.aftsmen are registering this month 

for participation in the Fourth Annual MOuntain State Art and Craft 

Fair scheduled June 30 through July 4 at Camp Cedar Lakes near 

Ripley. The focal point of this yearl·s-fair wi 11- be "The Show of 

Quality", highlighting the Statells finest arts and crafts. Tbis fair, 

now an annual event, offers an exhibition of products and skills of 

West Virginians exclusively, with many items available for purchase, 

periodic demonstrations of talented craftsmen and artists scheduled 

daily, and exhibitors offering for sale original kits or patterns 

that will allow the buyer to exercise his o~m creativity and 

o~iginality in arriving at the finished product. 

From its inception, the fair has incorporated a range of 

attractions designed to appeal to all members of the family, with a 

true flavor of West Virginia mountain life and its echoes of frontier 

days in American It is well realized that Grandmothers enjoy seeing 

the old crafts practiced which were a part of every day life in past 

decades, and that moms and dads can be lured into returning time 

after time by having their interests catered to in displays of art 

and interesting hobbies among exhibits and sales booths. 

Planners know that viewers are fascinated as trade secrets are 

revealed while handcrafting is performed o They are cannily aware 

that many homemakes are happy to su.ccumb to temptation in buying 

treasures produced by mountain folk who are true artists and 

craftsmen. They insu.re the availability of a range of attractions 

I10t easily duplicated elsewhere in the United States 1 for among the 

arts and crafts featured ere rug hooking, stone polishing, quilting, 

fly tieing, wood carving, whittling, glass making, dulcimer making, 

leather decorating, tole painting, cornshuck art, silk screening, 

block printing, sketching, tray making, glass decorating, pottery 

making, weaving, wood sculpturing, basket making, oil painting, doll 

making. metal 't'lOrkings~ blacksmithing, broom making, spinning. 
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jewelry making, and stone sculpturing. 

Moreover, added attractions for fair visitors are available, 

such as mountain music, foU, singing, fishing for the youngsters, 

and quantities of good food, including such delicacies as country 

ham, buckwheat cakes~ homemade ice cream, sweetened corn pone, and 

salt rising bread. 

The Mountain State Art and Craft Fair at Camp Cedar Lakes, under. 

the sponsorship of the West Virginia Departments of Commerce, 

Education, and Agriculture, the West Virginia University Extension 

Service, and other State agencies, and art, craft, and business group! 

is an excellent example of a tourism promotional program. It is one 

which well might be emulated in many communities and areas of West 

Virginia, for it offers to tourists a change--a chance to see and 

experience something they do not have at home. It combines 

effectively the three major categories of attractions which touristc 

are known to seek--natural attractions, manmade attractions, and 

special events. 

The future of the tourist business in the U.S. is wide open. 

The numbers of pleasure-bent tourists have doubled, redoubled, and 

redoubled, and the boom has not yet even begun in relation to West 

Virginia's potentials. As our U.S. population grows,_ the per 

capita income 't'lill increase, and the economy vlill expand e West 

Virginians need to plan, foresightedly, to cash in on the great 

American potential of more tourists, more time for travel and 

vacations, and more tourist money to be spent. 
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Any Johnny-Come-Lately to the sport of fishing might find 

himself justifiably startled by some of the suggestions for 

selection of equipment guaranteed to insure his success as 8 

fisherman. 

Among these, soap, bourbon, salt, sugar, tobacco, tape measures, 

pickle jars, 16 milimeter films, record players, and 33 1/3 RPM 

records, are some of the items seriously mentioned by various 

knowledgeable anglers as ~t of the "secret" of their success in 

making record catches. 

The 33 1/3 RPM record and companion record player have 

importance to some Isaac Walton types because the platter '~ow To 

( Catch Fishlt carries a narrative by a champion fisherman revealing 

all his fishing secrets--where to find game fish, how deep to fish 

( 

for them, which baits to use, proper casting technique, and special 

top-notch-security tips for hooking the big ones. And the 16MM 

films, proceeding somewhat in the tradition of the U.S. A~'s GI 

training fi~s, offer--mostly in sound and color--instructions on 

fly-,bait-, and spin-casting and the proper usages of varied 

fishing tackle. 

As a substitute for all this equipment, any veteran West . . . 

Virginian fisherman could suggest an obvious alternate for equally 

effective fisbing--subscribe to the West Virginia Conservation 

magazine and go fishing in nest Virginia. 

The soap is suggested to assist the earnest fisherman in 

catching minnows with which to catch larger, more sporty IIftuny" 

( creatures. Using the soap to work up a lather in the water in 

which minnows lurk, the fisherman can, after a slight pause to 

alLow time for soap bubbles to attract schools of minnows, then 

scoop up a mass of wiggling bait for catfishing, bass catching, and 

the like. 
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As for the bourbon, salt, sugar, and tobacco--these are for 

the fisherman to drink, eat, and amoke, not just merely to keep him 

well fed and happy, but to keep the fish from smelling that he is a 

man. Lest anyone suspect that this is just another tall fish tale, 

the facts are that serious-minded researchers say the fishy denizens 

of our Nation's waters not only can flsmell II men but they do not care 

for What they smell. Instead, they are attracted by the odor of 

sugar, salt, tobacco, and bourbon on the fisherman. The biologic 

explanation given for this preference in fragrances is that a 

certain amino acid secretion called serine is found en men's hands 

which warns the piscatory creatures that cnglers are lurking about. 

The sugar, salt, bourbon, and tobacco are believed to camouflage the 

natural smell of man, so that the poor, pleased fish snaps happily 

at the fisherman's sneakily dangled bait and so shortly ends up in 

the frying pan. 

The use of the tape measure is easily guessed--for measuring, 

on the spot, one's catch, so that once caught it may stay caught, 

provided it is within the legally-established sizes. It furthermore 

provides a guarantee of the length of the championship fish which 

did B2S get away. However, the pickle jars are not so easily 

guessed at. These are for use by any frustrated angler who spends 

a whole vacation fishing but never really catches anything. He 

then can return home and incubate fish eggs in the old, once-empty, 

pickle jars and hatch his own trout, muskies, or walleyes. 

With these fishy tips available, any fisherman surely may now 

expect to achieve success as an angler. 

-30-



/ From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

{ 

( 

( " 

( 
I 
\ 

Volume V! -- Number 11 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 
WHAT TIME IS IT? 
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A problem of national, international, and outer-space 

relevancy--time--is shortly going to receive additional time and 

attention by the Congress. The Senate and the House of 

Representatives already have expressed time-consuming and 

differing views as to what time it should be in the United States. 

In 1965, the Senate passed one bill setting uniform dates for the 

beginning and ending of daylight saving time each year, for such 

States as wished to save daylight hours; and the House has 

recently passed a naticnvnde uniform time measure not in complete 

timing with last year's Senate bill. 

Practical clock-watchers throughout the Nation have variously 

expressed yearning for the total abolition of daylight saving time, 

or, conversely and by vast numbe~a, have ~~itten their Congressmen 

importuning establishment of. a Federally-directed daylight saving 

time period for six months cut of the year, from approximately May1 

; to November 10 l'Jhatever m:::iy have been prospects of getting 

iunnediate unifort:lity :in action on daylight saving time in every State, 

city, 0 and' hamlet 'in th~ COU>A~,' they. seem likely to have already 

\ been I1ticked" off, fer both Senate and House versions of the time 

saving bill permit State options o 

The subject of daylight saving time has ever been e 

controversial one, having been variously labelled "fast time"~ 

"slow time", lithe airliner1s nightmare", end lithe golfer's delight". 

It has been derisively called "Roosevelt's funny time" by opponents 

to any and all Franklin D. Roosevelt programs, despite the fact 

that Benjamin Franklin first outlined the daylight saving concept 

during the 18th Century. Whatever the title given to it, 

undeniably daylight saving time has become time consuming, time 

absorbing, and just plain time-confusing for those who are involved 

in dealing with communities in one State out of time with sister 

communities in another segment of the same State, or in a 

neighboring State. The State of West Virginia itself served as a 
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basis for some Congressional comment on the pending daylight saving 

time legislation, it having been pointed out that, prior to the 

J, Mountain State's adoption of daylight saving time as mandato~J in 

1962, one could go through seven separate time changes in travelling 

( 35 miles between steubenville, Ohio, and Moundsville, West Virginia. 

Whatever may be the ultimate steps taken toward resolving our 

national daylight-saving-time problem, this is not the only timing 

problem confusing modern Americans. Rapid jet-age travel, whether 

by sunlight or starlight, or a combination of both, frequently has 
• 

been noted as resulting in disorientation on the part of the 

traveller, with the disrupting effects deepening in relation to the 

number of time zones through which the voyager was transported. 

Scientists have explained the phenomenon by pointing out that 

Mother Nature has efficiently provided a built-in timer within each 

human which adjusts each person to time cycles of body functions, 

( i 

among which are sleeping and waking, and the rising and lowering of 

body vitality. The telescoping of hours of time by rapid travel 

'ldiscombobulates" jetsters, and their reactions on arrival reveal 

that their abilities to reason and function efficiently are lowered 

to individually varying degrees. Suggestions have been advanced 

that important governmental officials should be provided some 

hours f~r rest ai .• d sleep and time-c'rientation befo~ce being called 

upon to make import::lnt .5cc:td.ons after long distc:rlce jet travel. 

The old slang exprE;ssion, ''He doesn J t even ~()w p',lat time' it 

isfl, may well have a modern application. 
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1966 CHANGES IN SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM 

The recent passage by Congress of the Tax Adjustment Act of 1966 

added another liberalizing chapter to the history of the Social 

Security Act. One of the sections of that bill permits b1anketing-

in under the Federal Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Inusrance 

program every individual who has attained the age of 72, or who 

attains it before 1968, where not otherwise eligible for social 

security benefits. These persons may, by. filing for benefits under 

this new provision, and offering proof of age and citizenship (or 

required residence in the United States), qualifY for a $35 monthly 

benefit. Eligible applicants with a spouse aged 72 or over may also 

qualifY for $17.50 for such spouse. 

Persons receiving any Federal, State, or local pension, or 

( Railroad Retirement Checks, will not be eligible for this benefit 

unless the amount of that pension is less than $35, in which case 

they CGuld receive a benefit in an amount equal to the difference 

between the pension and $35. Also, persons who are receiving cash 

assistance under a Federal-State aid program will not be eligible 

\ for this benefit for any month that public assistance payments are 

received under a State plan, unless such payments are being offically 

terminated during such month. Those eligibles receiving cash 

assistance can elect to receive the $35 in lieu of cash assistance. 

Additionally, a special litransition" provision was included, 

specifying that persons reaching age 72 after 1967 may qualify for 

the benefit with fewer quarters of coverage than required by present 

law: ~.~., for persons reaching age 72 in 1968, 3 quarters of 

coverage would be required. 

( It is estimated that about 300,000 people will be eligible for 

benefits under the new provision. 

Over l~ million citizens over the age of 65 prior to January 1, 

1966, were not eligible for social security benefits under past 

coverage, a great. number being retirees from some of America's most 
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necessary occupations, such as farming. Many retired or were no 

longer a&le to work before their jobs were covered by social security, 

perhaps having lived and labored hard during a lifetime of marginal 

existence without having the opportunity to participate in social 

security programs. A number of occupations were not covered during 

the days of the infancy of our Nation's social security structure. 

In concert with the passage of this measure, the Administration 

has announced its intention of completely reviewing the Social 

Security Act, possibly to be followed b¥ introduction in the 90th 

Congress of modernizing legislation. Among the measures likely to 

be brought forward again is ~ amendment which was passed by the 

Senate in 1965 (but not accepted by the House) to provide for 

voluntary retirement at age 60 under social security by acceptance of 

~ctuarially reduced monthly benefits. The Social Security system 

that covers practically all Americans must be maintained in an 

actuarially sound condition; it must still preserve the heritage 

that everyone should plan for his own security; and it must continue 

to provide sufficient protection against the risks of a society 

increasingly industrialized. 
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UNCLAIMED FOSTAL SAVINGS 

On March 28, the President signed into law a bill providing for 

the discontinuance of the Postal Savings System, effective thirty 

days thereafter and outlining,provisos for orderly terminating the 

business, settling and paying accounts, liquidating sssets, 

discharging obligations, and otherwise winding up the affairs of 

the System prior to June 30, 1967. 

The passage of this law re.presents a culmination of efforts by 

public officials for more than 15 years to bring to a conclusion 

this antiquated ~stem, nowuonecessarily expensive in operation to 

the Federal government and increasingly ignored by the citizenry. 

When the Postal Savings System was established by act of Congress on 

(' June 25, 1910, it was designed to serve small depositors whose 

savings were insufficiently protected under the private banking 

systems operating in the U.3. and to provide savings deposits 

facilities in areas where no banks existed. Today, private banking 

systems, credit unions, and savings and loans associations are 

( readily accessible throughout the Nation. Also,. the establishment 

by the government of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and 

the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation has provided the 

necessary guarantees and security of deposits on savings in 

commercial banks which were not available when the Postal Savings 

System was inaugurated. 

The history of the system reflects the financial development of 

the Nation. The System grew from 12,000 depositors with deposits 

totaling $677,000 in 1911, to a high of 4.2 million depositors with 

( deposits totaling $3.4 billion in 1947. Thereafter, the System's 

activities started on a downward spiral, with withdrawals annually 

exceeding deposits. At the end Gf FY 1965, there were only 997,029 

depositors and the princip~l to their credit totaled $344,233,788. 

This principal, as provided by law, drew interest at only 2 percent 
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per annum, so that knowledgeable investors felt no attraction to 

leave money on deposit at 2 percent interest in postal savings when 

commercially operated banks and savings institutions pay from 4 to 

5 percent on money deposited in savings accounts. 

However, as a curious sidelight on the operations of the System, 

it is estimated that there are thousands of inactive accounts, many 

inactive for decades. As of June 30, 1965, there were 169,144 

unclaimed accounts which had been inactive 20 years or more. 

Coincident with the abolition of this System, depositors and/or 

their families should seek information on their accounts. Inquiries 

on accounts believed to have once existed should be directed to the 

Board of Trustees of the Postal Savings System by persons entitled 

to secure settlement and pal~nt of such savings accounts, including 

the interest thereon. Funds not claimed prior to July 1, 1967, will 

be transferred to the Secretary of the Treasury for deposit in a 

trust fund receipt account entitled I~nclaimed moneys of individuals 

whose whereabouts are unknown I' • 

-30-



( 
'-

From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Volume VI -- Number 14 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

u. S. NEWSPAPERS GROW 
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Our fast-growing U.S. is a varied Nation with an ever-expanding 

population developed from a potpourri of immigrants with a goodly 

seasoning of its first inhabitants,·the American Indian. 

Many methods of estimating growth, and varied yardsticks of 

national development, are used to measure its rate of progress and 

to forecast its future course. These include Bureau of Census 

figures, crime statistics, political polls, and a vast range of 

( sampling techniques stan.dardized for selective purposes. 

(' 

One such measure of national development -- a survey of the 

American newspaper indust~" -- casts an especially revealing light 
• 

on our Nation's economics, social and historical progress. 

Present~, more than 58 million copies of daily newspapers and 

approximately 48 million copies of Sunday newspapers are printed. 

And some of the Sunday editions are such "blockbusters" they take 

weeks of leisure time for thorough perusal. As one example, ~ 

~ York Times on September l3, 1964, printed a jumbo-sized edition 

( of 754 pages, with the newsprint consumptio~ running into the 

thousands of tons. 

There are an estimated 1,800 daily end 9,000 weekly newspapers 

(give or take a few as suburban-type newspapers are born an~ expire 

with regularity). But, as a real measurement of our steadfastness 

to our basic principles as a Republic, the Nation's newspapers are 

privately owned. They may support political parties, but neither 

the parties nor the Government may own them. 

The character of our U.s. newspapers reflect our changing times. 

( Here in our English-speaking nation there are more than 600 foreign

language newspapers and magazines, including 80 daily papers printed 

in 40 languages. And there are some 200 newspapers and magazines 

published by and for Negroes. 
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To support this tl:'eroendous thirst to know all the news, U.S. 

newsprint consumption has grOlin from 4.3 million tons in 1946 to an 

estimated 8.3 million tons in 1965. 

It is enormously significant in relation to our Nation's 

~ ( development to note that the newsprint industry has doubled 1n the 

; 
\ 

past two decades, for the newspapers which it feeds have under~one 8 

rough period of high competition from new communications media, with 

a resulting change in national reading habits. Televisions's 

phenomenal growth rate has forced newspapers to make steady adjust-

ments to meet changing circulation, advertising fluctuations, rising 

costs of operations, and related complexities. 

Today, specialists in the field point out that new relationships 

are developing which indicate newspapers will grown twice as fast in 

the next decade as they did in the past ten years. If so, newspapers 

will enter a new period of prosperity, based on the American hunger 

(" . for all the news. 
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TRACHOMA 

( Tra~homa, a disease of the eyes (not to be confused with 

glaucoma), is staging a devastating comeback on Indian reservations 

and is a major health problem among American Indians. 

( 

\ 

In 1964, a total of 7,143 cases was reported, exclusive of 

Alaskan Natives. The disease, a form of keratoconjunctivitus, is 

a major cause of blindness ameng Indians ana the g;eatest cause of 

visual impairment. Trachoma is a crushing personal tragedy for its 

victims and has been a prime contributor to the.economc.plight of 

American Indians, for the visual impairment and blindness caused ~y 

the disease are impediments to the acquisition of skills required to 

improve their economic lot. As one example, in the State of Arizona, 

~ approximately 23 percent of the blind-aid recipients are Indians, 

and one-third of these are blind due to the ravages of trachoma. 

The basic tragedy of this situation is that trachoma is entirely 

a preventable disease. This eye infection is due in large part to 

the scarcity of water on many reservations and to the lack of health 

education concerning proper hygienic practices in the home. Moreover, 

once contracted, the victims can often be cured of the disease in a 

matter of weeks by the use of modern 'nuracle" drugs. 

With the introduction of sulfanilamide, in 1938, a crash. 

program of treatment for all the Western Indian tribes was instituted, 

and trachoma on the reservations was almost eradicated. This 

program, unfortunately, was interrupted by World W~~ II and not 

reestablished si:lce. As a result, the rate of infecti.ons now exceeds 

pre-wa:t: levels. CI.l: .. ~,,=,'!;:!ntly, it is e8tim~ten that on some Indian 

reservations, possibly 43 peT-cent of the populace 9 years and older 

may be infscted. Statistics compiled in the \'1indl.'w Rock ~lealth area 

bordering the Navajo Indian reservation indicate a rating of 15 out 

of each 100 scho~l-age children (5-18 year~ suffering from active 

trachoma. 
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This present and growing crisis has been brought to the 

attention of Congressional committees, and funds have been requested 

for appropriation to permit immediate institution of a five-year 

Comprehensive Trachoma Control Program in two phases--first, the 

treatment of all known cases with anti-microbial drugs, and second, 

a sound health education program. 

However, it has been emphasized that, to be effective, this 

program must be accompanied by the provision of an adequate supply 

of readily accessible uncontaminated water. 

Our American citizenry may well find the history of this 

disease among Indians a basis for serious thought. The known and 

potential dangers of unchecked pollution of our Nation's water 

resources include just such threats on a nation-wide basis. 
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FISH MEAL - FISH FLOUR 

April 22, 1966 

Recent developments in the manufacture of fish meal--fish flour 

in the United States hold great potential advantages for West Virginia. 

This high-protein flour, made from the whole fish, has formerly 

been opposed as Uesthetically objectionable u by various citizens' 

organizations and was labelled Upolluted and filthy" and ''not fit for 

humans" by the U.S e Food and Drug Administration. Now new processes 

of cleansing the flour with hot and cold baths in isopropyl alcohol 

\. have been perfected, and e:l~perts at the National Academy of Sciences 

and National Research Foundation have extensively tested the 'inewfi 

flour and reported it as Ilpure and wholesomet:.· It is presently 

believed that, if given Federal clearance, the manufacture of this 

('\ flour could offer an effective way of realizing our Nation f s 

commitment to help feed the world's hungry people, as suff~cient 

capacity for manufacturing the fish flour could be developed to meet 

r 

/ 

the protein requirements for 1 billion people at a base production 

cost of one-half cent per day per person. 

In the past, the manufacture of fish meal from commercial fish, 

such as menhaden, has proved to be a highly lucrative industry in 

the U.S. The inclusion of fish meal and fish solubles in poultry 

feeds has meant a great deal in revolutionizing the poultry ~ndustry 

which ranks high in dollar value in many States. However, the 

gradual decline in natural supplies is opening the way for profitable 

establishment of commercial fisheries and allied development of 

manufacturing facilities for fish meal, poultry feed, and fish flour 

for human consumption o 

A Department· of the Interior study estimates a plant could 

produce 10 tons per day of safe, nutritious, wholesome, fit-for-

human-consumption flour at a cost of 18 to 20 cents per pound, or 

50 tons daily for as low as 14 cents a pound. 



( 

/" 

( 

I 

-2-

The post-war demand in Europe for increased poultry in national 

diets has advanced demands for exports of fish meal for use in 

scientific poultry breeding. If the U.S. does not move to fill its 

own needs, and to meet the post-war demand by European countries for 

increased tonnages of poultry feed for scientific chicken breeding, 

other nations will. In South American, Peru already is operating 

the world's largest fish meal industry, based on its anchovy catch. 

Our Federal government has already indicated its willingness 

to underwrite some of the costs of developing commercial fisheries 

in West Virginia. In light of the advancements occurring in the 

fish meal - fish flour industry, it would appear advantageous to 

explore all the potentialities of economic benefit through such a 

ne'tV' industry for West Virginia. 
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FLYING SAUCERS 

April 29, 1966 

UFact or Fiction", ':Now You See 'Em--Now You Don It", or "Is 

They IB-~Or Is They Ain't" offer good choices as subtitles for 

labeling the Dept. of Air Force's "Project Blue Book", its report of 

findings on unidentified flying objects (UFO's). 

A quick subtitle choice would certainly be in order, for the 

Air Force has taken the report off the shelf and is undertaking to 

prepare a sequel to it. It is enlisting the services of civilian 

l. experts, such as university professors and astronomers, in tracking 

( ~ 

, 

dmqn the springtime crop of reports on sightings which, along with 

the daffodils and cherry trees, have blossomed profusely this year. 

The Air Force, through its "Project Blue Book", categorized 

those persons reporting flying saucers and .. other UFO's as generally 

sincere, solid citizens who saw something. But in its summary of 

findings, the Air Force attributed all but 646 of 10,177 UFO reports 

received since 1947 to pranks, mirages, or natural phenomena, such 

as moth~ne gas from swamps. In a recent Congressional appearance, 

the Secretary of the Air Force reaffirmed "Project Blue Book" 

findings and reassured the American public that there is no reason 

to believe that any of the unexplained sightingsrepresent security 

threats, extra-terrestrial vehicles, or any development beyond 

present-day scientific knowledge. 

Since then, his statements have been reinforced by noted U.S. 

astronomers and scientists of other nations, such as officials of 

one of England's major scientific establishments, the Jodrell Bank. 

These internationally known authorities refuted the possibility of 

visitations from·outer space, quoting calculationsof thousands of 

light-years of travel which would prohibit little men from Mars from 

dropP.ing in for a bit of quick snopping--earthly style. 

However, 1966 1s heavy volume of sightings reports on colorful 

awesome, blinking, streaking, hovering, weaving, floating, weird, 
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and "popping" objects--saucer-shaped, pear-shaped, pyramidical-shaped, 

r-. etc.--all in need of identification, led the Air Force to renew its 

inquiries, soliciting the aid of civilian e::~perts in the field and 

calling on its fellow Federal agencies, such as the National 

Aeronautics and fpace Administration, for appropriate contributions 

of knowledge. 

( 

Whether UFO I S are imaginary, or have natural explanations, and 

whatever may be one's own personal convictions in the matter, 

fortunately, no one has found any evidence thus far that the objects 

are unfriendly! 
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FADS IN FASHION 

May 6, 1966 

The current trend in women's clothing--less and less material to 

cover the same anato~--is providing a basis for much controversy 

among the ladies (whether to raise hems a lot or a little) and much 

conversation among the males (whether the viewing of the good knees 

counterbalances the shock of sudden visual exposure to the knobby, 

lumpy ones). 

Any red-blooded American philbsopher could devote long hours of 

dissertation to the changes in female fashions in the 20th Century, 

ranging from the serge suits and crepe de chine blouses of pre-World 

Wa~ I, the middy blouses and bloomers of the suffragettes of The 

War Years, and the flapper fashtons of the Hectic Twenties, to the 

IiNew Look" of the post-World War II period. To all these fashions, 

and many others too numerous to recount, a single comment in summation 

could be stated as each made its appearance, tlThis, too, will pass", 

for the ladies could be counted upon to make a change. Whatever 

might be their motives in adapting to fashion's every-changing 

decree, whether simply on edict by Paris dressmakers, to clothe 

themselves to please their husbands, or, primitively, to show up 

their competitor females, the ladies efficiently revised their ward

robes in conformance with the prevailing mode. 

Thus, the ladies always have changed; and change, doubtlessly, 

the ladies always will. 

But the me~-therein lies the rub. Ever more conservative in 

dress, refUsing for decades to revamp their attire once accepted, 

still clinging to the same basic style of coat, shirt, and tie 

after almost a century, men have never easily cast off a style of 

dress. 
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NOSTRUMS AND CURES 

May 13, 1966 

Folk cures and folk medicine are as old as time itself; and, as 

one wise man stated long decades ago, nature opened the first 

drugstore, with prim1ti~man and the animals dependent on preventive 

use of its stock of plants and herbs to avoid disease and maintain 

health and vigor. 

While it is a certainty that many excellent herbal cures and 

practical modes of doctoring helped preserve the health of past 

generation of Americans, a goodly number of nostrums and cures, once 

considered highly efficacious, today merely serve to evoke gentle 

amusement as part of our Nation's folk-lore. However, one can only 

feel sympathy for an old-timer suffering accutely with rheumatic 

pains who was advised that putting raw, skinned herring under his 

left foot would rid him of his aches, or that he must wear a tight 

brass belt to cure his rheumatism. Sympathy must also be felt for 

the Itreumatiz" victim, as well as all those around him, when another 

old--and odiferous--cure is reca11ed--that of rubbing skunk oil on 

the patient's aching joints, afterwards heating it on the skin by 

applying hot packs. 

Rheumatism cures e:ldsted ad infinitum, and included such items 

as getting dirt fram a graveyard and walking over it for ten nights, 

after which the pain would disappear; sleeping with a dog who 

Ucaught away" the rheumatism from the patient; walking around with 

copper plates in one's shoes; and bathing in tincture of cat, 

Cats also figured prominently 1n cures for other ailments, For 

example, youngsters with sties were told to rub them with the tails 

from black cats. Another bit of olden advice for curing a sty on 

an eye was to walk to the first comer and repeat, "Sty, sty, go 

off my eye, and take the first that passes by." Afterwards, one had 

to be careful not to be the first to go by that corner in order not 

to get the sty back. 
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/ -2-

Among miscellaneous cures for assorted ills, it was believed 

that a pebble rubbed over warts would cause them to disappear after 

the pebble was buried; that egg white rubbed on a patient's abdomen 

would cure dysentery; that a piece of salt pork tied on infected 

surfaces would effect a cure; and that eating quantities of watercress 

as a salad would cure lung trouble. One startling prescription--to 

cure quinsy, ·gargle gunpowder and glycerin mixed--leaves one feeling 

relieved that nothing was said about IIshsking well", because of the 

danger of a permanent cure, such as could be described by saying the 

treatment was successful but the patient did not survive, 

However, some cures just naturally must have been more popular 

than others. Almost any sufferer with a common cold would likely 

have preferred being dosed with liberal quantities of whiskey in 

which rock candy had been dissolved, or being fed fried onions, to 

having to drink a mixture of salts, vinegar, and asafoetida. Also, 

as a cure for a cough, a warm woolen~loth smeared with sweet butter 

applied to a patient1s chest would appear to be more appealing than 

being rubbed with rancid goat tallow and pepper. 

Truly, hardy old-timers concocted an amazing store of guaranteed 

cure-alls in obedianc.e to the old maxim, "Don,lt be 111-... Unless you 

Must. II 
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Cave exploring, or spelunking, in West Virginia offers a really 

"cool" opportunity to young people to occupy themselves sportingly, 

excitingly, and usefully during their summer vacations. 

"Cool" describes the sport best, both because it is a popular 

thing to do these days--in a class with dancing the watusi and wearing' 

beat1e-style non-haircuts--and because the subterranean world of 

caves and caverns may often seem chilling in comparison with the 
. f 
(, temperatures on the earth's surface. Throughout the United States, 

( 

with the exception of Delaware--which has no caves, and in other 

countries of North America and Europe, an upsurge of youthful 

enthusiasm for "caving" has manifested itself. 

Young explorers, carrying extra lights and dressed for climping 

or crawling, perhaps wearing hard hats, are using their leisure time 

to explore the world beneath our feet, a world in which the sun 

never shines. These spelunlrers are responding to the age-old urge 

to penetrate beyond the known limits of their everyday environment 

( on the earth's surface. They find novelty in the conditions under 

which their foraging for new subterranean frontiers is undertaken, 

{ 

and there is a real challenge to their imaginations in the possibility 

of making a new "find". The fact that a large store of the world's 

knowledge of life in past ages has resulted from cave explorations 

opens tantalizing vistas to many spelunkers, although, in actuality, 

cave depths generally yield their secrets only to trained speleologist: 

scientifically equipped for researching. Still other spelunkers 

find the inhabitants of the underworld the irresistible attraction, 

for as pointed out by the National Audubon Society, some of the 

earth's strangest creatures live there. 

For whatever reason, cave exploration remains a constantly 

continuing process which occupies the spare time of a large number 

of people, but mainly the young. There are, of course, many others 

.. 
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who band themselves into organizations which carry forward useful 

projects in advanced cave exploration, acquiring greater knowledge 

~ and experience. It is from these older members that a stimulation 

( 

/ 
\ 

( 

( , 

( 

toward cave-exploration reaches the young. Thus, as older spelunkers 

tend to become less active and to drop out with advancing years, 

youthful cavers fill the ranks. 

West Virginia's hundreds of caves offer limitless opportunities 

for spelunking by young groups; and, wisely, these forays should 

always be undertaken in properly equipped groups--never alone. 
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ANOTHER DEATH DEALErr 

June 3, 1966 

The attention of the American public is being riveted on 

the steady rise in U. S. traffic fatalities. However, there is 

another instrument of transportation which also is an instrument of 

high human mortality in the States -- the motorcycle. 

As pointed out by The Surgeon General, U. S. Public Health 

Service, deaths to persons from motorcycle, motorscooter, and 

motorbike accidents have reached a record high, exceeding 1,100 in 

1964. Safety experts have flatly stated many of these people need 

not have died, that the deaths resulted because they failed to wear 

safety helmets, and that a high percentage of cyclists killed in 

accidents died from head injuries. Despite these warnings, it is 

anticipated that mortality rates from this cause may be expected 

to climb substantially in the-future, based on the escalation in 

total motorcycle registrations which have more than doubled in the 

last five years and nm'l total more than one million. 

This forecast has a paradoxical aspect, for by far the 

major portion of these motorized machines is imported from abroad. 

The U. S. relies upon imports for meeting practically all her 

motorcycle and motorscooter demands, as only one American firm is a 

significant contender against imports. In 1964, Japanese-made 

machines accounted for 72 percent of the imports (primarily the 

Honda, which is reported to be "selling like pizza pies" among 

American young folk); Italian machines -- 11 percent; British 

machines 7 percent; and Austrian maahines -- 5 percent. The 

total U. S. imports of o~o classifications of these machines --
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motorcycles and motorscooters -- rose from $13,437,036 in 1960 

j to $68,403,385 for 1964. By comparison-, the U. S. exported only 

$2.3 million worth of motorized cycles, parts, and accessories in 

1964. In the U. S. today, the motorcycle and motorscooter business 

is running around $225 million annually at retail, representing a 

substantial outflow of American dollars abroad in detriment to our 

balance of payments. 

The g~owing U. S. demand for motorcycles, motorscooters, 

and motorbikes is an acquired taste, being molded after the pattern 

developed in countries of Europe and Asia after World War II in 

response to pressing conveyance needs in industry-devastated countries 

Here it is a phenomenon of the current times. To many American 

adults -- who flinch as the souped-up machines roar past with a 

nerve-shattering varroom -- it appears that the craze to go 

pounding off into the distance represents a desire to live dangerously 

or in light of the rising fatality statistics, something closely 

akin to a death wish. 
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"Appallingll, "Shocking", and ''unbe l{evable" are some of the 

newspaper headlines describing the report by the National Safety , 

Council in Chicago on traffic deaths ane injuries in the U. S. over 

the 1966 Memorial Day weekend. From May 27-30, a total of 542 persons 

were killed, and 25,000 crippling or disabling injuries were suffered. 

For the comparable period, injuries and deaths from military action in 

Southeast Asia were drastically less in number. The Department of 

Defense reported that 64 deaths occurred from hontile action in Viet 

Nam from Wednesday, Hay 25, to Tuesday, Hay 31, with a total of 605 

wounded during the period Hay 22-May 28. 

Traffic statistics such as the foregoing -- mounting steadily 

over the years -- have focuzed national attention on the urgency for 

greater traffic safety. In the Senate, a drive has begun for legis-

lation to institute measures to insure greater vehicular and motorist 

safety. The problem, hm'lever, is an immensely comple:::~ one. Driver 

education is known generally to be woefully deficient. State require-

ments for automobile inspections vary widely. In some States such 

requirements are non-existent or are not vigorously observed •. 

Other elements complicating the problem are the lack of sound 

uniform traffic laws on highways and public roads and a recognized 

need for greater safety in highway engineering. 

Also, dramatically forcing itself upon public consciousness 

has been grim testimony recently presented before Congressional 

Committees that the design and manufacture of automobiles have been 

deficient. As a result, legislation proposed under the title of liThe 

Traffic Safety Act of 1966 1l is expected to be brought forward for 
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action during this Congressional session. Included in the proposed 

measure are provisions assigning a unified policy responsibility for 

promotion of national traffic safety to a Secretary of Transportation 

and directing the conduct of research on motor vellicle performance 

to reduce occurrence of highway accidents and to reduce death and 

injury when accidents do occur. As other parts of the recommended 

Federal program, grants and contracts for remedial research would be 

given, with the Secretary instructed to cooperate with States, indus

try, and others in developing safety standards; support for State 

highway safety programs would be instituted; a National Driver 

Register Service would be maintained and made available to States and 

Federal agencies on listings of ineligible drivers; and increased 

research in highway safety would be authorized, including construction 

and operations of research and testing facilities for vehicles and 

equipment. 

Somewhere along the line, hopefully, an answer may be found 

as to how best to control the factors in this grim death-on-the

highway equation. 
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VIHAT DAY IS IT? 

'Tis getting harder and harder fer the average American to. lmew 

with any certainty what day, week, and menth it really is. Just 

presaica11y checking with a calendar furnishes en1y the ba~ic facts 

and dees net state all the appreved cemmemerative designatiens 

autherized frem time to. time. And it likely may beceme mere cemp1ic-

( ated in the future. 

Fer example, the 1eve1y menth ef June, 1eng wistfully knewn to. 

yeung maidens as "Bride's l1enthll, has nm., had a new label attached to. 

it -- Natiena1 Dairy Henth -- so. that ne";·w items en wedding rings and 

cettage curtains are vying fer space with IIhetll cepy ef skim milk and 

cettage cheese. Yet smack dab in the middle ef Dairy l-lenth -- and 

witheut any apparent cennectien -- cemes June 14, designated as Flag 

Day. And evidently the patrietic appeal ef Flag Day has greatly 

increased, fer recently a bill has been intreduced in Cengress to. 

~ designate the entire week ef June 14 each year as Natienal Flag Heek. 

Other special designatiens fer varieus ";'leeks, days, and menths 

ef the year have been suggested fer Cengressienal actien threugh the 

medium ef bills, reselutiens, and petitiens, posing a preblem. fer 

Cengressmen and Senaters in determining the merits ef the varieus 

prepesals. Fertunately, in the Senate a ~pecial Subcemmittee -- the 

Senate JUdiciary Subcemmittee en Federal Charters, Helidays, and 

Celebratiens has the jeb ef pelicing such designatiens. 

This subcemmittee presently has the prespect ef future censiderat-

lien ef prepesals to mal~e Celumbus Day a legal heliday; to. designate 

the last week ef Octeber as Natiena1 Gifted Child Heek; to. set aside 

the first week in Mayas Natienal De-It-Yeur~elf Week; to. label a 
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day in October an Free Enterprise Day; to authorize a National 

Amateur Radio Week; to set aside a day in September as International 

Literacy Day; to designate a National Teenage D~y; to appoint April 

22 annually as Queen Isabella Day, a week in Harch as National Biddy 

Basketball week, and the whole month of Hay annually as Steel Hark 

Honth. 

The Charters, Holidays, and Celebrations experts have also been 

asked to turn their thoughts to food -- deciding if the U.S. really 

needs a whole week designated as National Halibut \veek, another 

annually as National Citrus Heek, and a day in Hay as National Avocado 

Day. They have been asked to consider whether American fathers should 

be honored by a whole week each year, should continue merely to have 

a Sunday set aside, or should not be honored at all because of the 

commercial aspects of the matter. 

And perhaps as a sign that someone really does care after all, 

a resolution hac been introduced to request the President of the 

United States to designate a special Tax Freedom Day and to set it 

aside annually as a national holiday. 
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The explosive situation involving the Panama Canal has been 

generally pushed off the front pages of U. S. newspapers because of 

other international crises. However, the problem of where, when, 

and .how to supplement existing cenal facilities in Panama continues 

( unresolved. Indeed, about the only presently non-controversial facts 

( 

about the Panama Canal are that this canal built and operated by 

the U. S. slices the Republic of Panama in half and is the basis of 

a unique and only intermittently cordial relationship between these 

two nations, and that this canal -- which has so effectively advanced 

the interests of world commerce -- is now largely outmoded. 

If Panama and the U. S. were to view their joint canal 

problems in the light of a divorce court, it might be said that a 

goodly pOltion of their troubles arise from incompatibility compounded 

by interfe\ence from their neighbors. Bacically, the views of the 

two nations on the canal vary markedly. The Republic of Panama 

primarily regards the canal as a source of income, and the U. S. has 

had, as its continued objective, the efficient operation of the 

waterway for international commerce at reasonable rates and for 

defense purposes. And the U. S., which built the canal and planned 

its operations by the Panama Canal Company, can justifiably take 

credit for an outstandingly successful operation -- for over the 

period of its more than fifty years of usage, there has never been 

a serious accident in the 'iBig Ditch", as it is known to mariners 

the world over .. 

This excellent reputation is a galling irritation to Panama's 

communistic neighbor, Cuba, and poses a serious challenge to Castro-
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encouraged and Castro-trained communistic elements in Panama. To 

tarnish this reputation, and in other ways to offer evidence to 

I 
watching Central and South American nations that the U. S. is 

bungling and autocratic, and that it cannot maintain a genuinely 

equitable and progressive relationship with the Republic of Panama, 

would provide the most glossy of feathers for Castro's cap. 

In fact, reports circulating in Panama credit Castro l'lith 

maintaining a camp for training insurgents in the Panamanian 

mountains, regularly transporting increments of trainees to Cuba for 

a few months of indoctrination, and subsequently returning them to 

swell the ranks of Panamanian dissidents, with anti-Americanism their 

major theme. 

Thus the problems involved in selecting a site for new canal 

construction from over 30 suggested ones (ranging from Southern 

Nexico to northern Colombia), in determining a mode of construction 

(using nuclear excavation techniques or conventional explosives and 

machinery), in deciding continued jurisdiction for canal operations 

(including matters related to political sovereignity in light of the 

rising fever of Panamanian nationalism), are compounded by Castro's 

malignant thrusts. 
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Tlill COST-OF-LIVING 

With the arrival of July 1, the U. S. has entered its 65th 

month of continuous economic expansion and general business prosperity 

Hhi1e this is cheering ne"t'm, when viewed from the standpoint of the 

country' s over all economic posture, housev1ives "t'1i11 all too 1ilce1y 

('add, "But the cost-of-1iving keeps going up, and I really notice it 

when I buy food for my family". 

Officially, the Federal government han £orecaGted that the 

cost-of-1iving will advance by more than tHO percent during calendar 

year 1966. As a capsulated interpretation, thiD means that, during 
• 

1966, it is expected to cost approximately $11.26 for a typical 

assortment of consumer goode and services that cont the coneumer 

$10 in the 1957-1959 period, resulting from the upward trendn in 

cost of food, medical care, transportation, houneho1d maintenance, 

(and automobile insurance. 

However, Department of Agriculture authorities have added a 

cheering supplement to thic news -- predicting that food prices will 

be 'lO't'ler by the end of this year, assuming the weather is no~l and 

our international situation does not worsen. In coming up with this 

report, the Department cites ,good reasonn for itG entimate. It 

cautiouD1y threaded its w'uy through records revealing a sharp rice 

in meat prices earlier thic year, pointing out thClt these have nOll 

been somewhat stabilized nnd that hog prices likely will be down as 

( much as 25 percent'by the end of the year. It stated that, although 

the price of fresh fruits and tomatoes waG offset by higher prices 

for fresh vegetablen, a good crop year ic expected to lower prices 
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of potatoes, citrus fruits, and some commercial vegetables. 

It pointed out that butter consumption has fallen and the 

usage of oleomargarine, the lower-priced spread, is rising. It 

reported that orange and milk prices were Im'1er during early 1966 than 

in early 1961, and that, by the end of 1966, the price of poultry and 

eggs will possibly be 20 percent or more lower than last year, with 

an estimated cost per dozen of eggs of 52-54 cents as compared 't'lith 

60 cents in 1961. 

As a result, consumer specialists in the Federal service 

recommend that housewives follow closely the trends in food prices, 

buying mainly those which show reductions, thus reaping the benefits 

of the market improvements. 

The question then follows -- if the majority of American 

families do carefully buy food in relation to favorable prices, why 

is the cost-of-living index not likely to reflect these budgeta~'"Y 

savings by dropping substantially? The anet'ler is, as reported by 

Federal agencies, that the over-all rise in food prices in the last 

five years has been relatively slow in comp~rison ~'lith the rate of 

increase in mortgage interect rates, medical services, domestic 

'~.,.,orkers' pay, home repair:::; and maintenance., and personal services, 

with the big jump in the U. S. cost-of-livinG aricing from services~ 
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CAVE..<\T ENP:'OR 

flCaveat Emptor'l, the old Latin phra~e which translates, fiLet 

the buyer beware") has taken on renewed meanhlg today, for the ancient 

practices of s-c;vind ling and forgery have recently shov.7!1 upsurges of 

strength, according to -c;·mrnings issued by 1£1'" enforcement officers. 

( Public a1:tentio:l' has been directed to a numuer of ir:.genious approaches , 
by predators in raiding the pocketbooks of unsuDpecting citizens. 

As one example) the increasing empha~is being pl~ce3 on 

expanded culture in the U. S. has opened a new vista for art rndcat-

eers, for amateur collectors of works of art are natural targets for 

sales of forgeries and reproductions. This par~icularly applies to 

collectors of modern art, for almost all would-be-masterpiece m.;ners 

kuC"tV'" well that genuine works by the old Ill.:J.Dters are too lir;:).it(:d in 

number and too restrictively priced to likely become avai!.&b18 on the 

open market. But the workD of modern arti~ts and iI!l~,rE:s SiOZlistD are 

offeri!1g a golden opportl.1nity for faking and selling to the eager 

atlk'1teur" Even so-called experts are not illliliune to entrapment by 

c lever forgers. Not long ago, newspapers reported that a New Yor!c art 

gallery closed because of the discovery that 30 to 40 of the pieces in 

its modern art exhibit -c;·;rere forgeries. So w'idespread has beco!IlG the 

art forgery racket that, in an effort to p=otect the unwary, a bill 

haD been introduced in the Congress to establiDh within the 

Smithsonian Institution a Nuticnal Art Register, maintaining recordD 

on the origin, tr.;J.nsfer, a:1d mmership of works of art. 

Perhaps the average American does not need to concern himself 

with .being a Ilpatsyfl for art forgers, bl.:t h3 is all too often made the 

victim of a heart-re~lding appeal f:):c contribt~tions to charities or 
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so-called worthy causes which in reality merely serV'e as IIfronts" 

( for e:l.terprising get-rich-quick operators seeking to line their 
\ 

personal pocketso 

Also, all too pr.eva1ent are the pressurized ap?roaches 

towerd selling goods and services by telephone or throu8~ door-to-

door solicitation. The old ploy of 1ifetir.1e membership in a dcmc:'n.g 

school may not have milch appeal since the introduction of tte watsui 

and the f;:ug, but other rnckets have taken its place. Swindling 

rackets involving sh;)ddy home repairs and fdee impr.ovements have 

been reported a[; costing American heme OT.'i!1Grs reillic:l.s of dolla.rs 

( annually .. 
" 

Door-to-door repairmen and iaspectors without s0u.nd 

credentials should be avoided. Telephone solicitations offe:ring 

bc:rgains i:':1 home services cho~ld be carefully checked out with 

reliable authorities before being accepted.. High pressure appr.oaches 

should be regarded suspiciously. Today, as the Latin prove-rb 't\o.rned, 

let the buyer beware. 
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NATO 

July 15, 1966 

The current North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) crisis 

involves so many complexitieo that American citizens can expect 

lengthy exposure to news reports, communiques, analyses, et cetera, 

pertinent to negotiationo, compromises, multilateral haggling, uni-

( lateral exp~essions of indignation, and the like. 

One fact, hO't'1ever, in a certainty 't'1h~tever happens, it 

will cost Uncle Sam a sizable sum of money for immediately ahead is 

the problem of pulling out of France the thousands of Air Force 

personnel recently announced by the Department of Defense as being 

withdrawn and the determination on disposition of certain Air Force 

facilities and supplies. Due for long tenw determination is the fate 

of U. S. Army Forces in France and Europe, including pipelines, Army 

bases, equipment, and other aosets. The total value of all U. S. 

C installations in France has been variously estimated up to $1 billion, 

although the Department of Defense, in announcing an immediate with-

dra'tval of Air Force personnel and holdings, stated the cost would be 

only a fraction of this num. 

Costs will be high to other NATO allies, also. The Belgian 

government, which has gingerly agreed to accept NATO's military head-

quarters on its territory, has already stated that a problem exists aE 

to who should shoulder the bill and has warned of the rise in operat-

ional and living costs which may result from pouring NATO personnel 

( into already crowded Belgium. And, related to a solution of NATO's 

future, is the issue of Great Britain's 56,300 troops in \vest Germany, 

and the additional 32,500 civilians employed by the British Army of the 

Rhine. The Bonn government has in the past helped to offset the cost 
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of these troops, but it may now have to make a determination on an 

increase in its own present allocation of 4.7 percent of its national 

budget for defense. 

De Gaulle's eviction notice to NATO, fer whatever cold comfort 

it may bring to Americ~ns and other NATO participants, may eventually 

prove expensive to the French government financially and costly to 

De Gaulle politically at home, for also at issue in the rearrangement 

of alliance forces and assets is the future role of French forces in 

\vest Germany. These are reported to total 73,000 troops. Moreover, 

a question exists as to the cor.tinued usage by the French of American 
{ 
i, 

equipment of a strategic nature equipping French troops under NATO 

planning. Importantly, the French government is faced with the 

possible repercussions on its citizenry of loss of heavy economic 

benefits from the American presence in France. It is estimated that 

the shutdown of A~erican installations will mean an annual loss to 

France of $60 million doll~rs in official business (at a minimum) , 

and 16,000 civilian jobs. On an overall basis, France is believed to 

receive at least $300 million yearly in foreign exchange from NATO 

backstops on French soil, "'7hich it stancs to lose. 

Thus, with so much to be recolved, one fact is clear --

moving costs are never lig~1t, '\'7hether at a family or international 

level; and dissolving alliances -- at a family or international level 

ic always a costly, messy business. 

-30-
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

rIATS OFF TO THE LADIES 

July 22, 1966 

Almost jaw-breaking in .. its title, The r.eport .QB Progress in 

1965 .QB the Status of Women, submitted !2 the President ~ the 

Interdepartmental Committee cnd Citizens' Advisory Council.QB the 

Status of Women, is fortunately quite far from being as ey~austing to 

peruse as its title might lead one to expect. 

To give well-earned accolades to the ladies, the report 

deserves tremendous respect for the enormous range of public opinion 

which it mobilized in its preparation. Those participating in the 

continuing task of defining and reporting on the current status of 

women in the United States include members of State Commissions, 

volunteer organizations, se~~ice agencies, professional societies, 

educational institutions, philanthropic groups, private agencies, and 

women, \110men, and more women in just plain, everyday private 

capacities. 

In fact, a review of the listing of participants reinforces 

the strongest impression conveyed by the report -- that women at all 

levels of American life can be mobilized in an effective manner to 

achieve a mutually desired goal. Another impressive conclusion 

gleaned from this fulsomely titled document is that women -- bmericnn 

women, anyway -- are quite capable of making a fraru~, dispassionate 

analysis of themselves and their status as females and citizens and 

of assessing realistically their own capabilities, needs, and 

opportunities. 

In short, America's ladies have done a job in a thorough, 

work-manlike manner in the good old American do-it-yourself tradition, 

and are off and running in the pursuit of status improvement. 

However, it seems only fair to America':::; males to warn them 
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that, to facilitate an effective reaching of their goal -- improved 

status -- America's female::; intend to "mold the entire climate of 

public opinion so that it will be conducive to direct and positive 

results", and they are encouraging "the participation of women in 

volunteer activities and in all facets of public life". These 

worthy f::ounding expressions of intent, hmvever, are not the sole 

product of the status improvement effort to dete. On the contrary, 

the ladies justify the long standing label which they have worn as 

the most practical sex, for at the outset of their report, they 

concurred unequivocally in the premise that education is the key to 

';' full participation in American life. In this constructive spirit, 

the report dealt with education, home and community, employment, 

labor standards, security of basic income, legal statU!) of 't'lomen, 

political and social action, State Commiccions on the status of 

women, and international developments. 

So, hats off to America's ladies -- their job well done "lill 

redound to the benefit of the total U. S. citizenry! 

-30-
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NAURU:. 

July 29, 1966 

Malaria, a disease ~1hich ranks very high among the debilitatipL 

diseeoes of the world, in terms of the amount of siclmess, di~ability, 

and economic drain that itcauses, is annually responsible for 

hundreds of millions of cases of the disease and millions of deaths 

from it, according to the Horld Health Organization. 

Fortunately, up until this time, the U. S., along with Cenada 

and northwestern countries of Europe, has been comparatively free of 

it. Drainage of swamps and marshes (breeding places of the malaria-

bearing mosquite), the use of DDT sprays, and the medical employment 

of quinine for dosage of humans, has contributed to this succesc. 

However, a new element was interjected in this health picture 

with the build-up of Ame~ican Forces in Southeast ASia, fJr a new, 

tough strain of malaria, infected hundreds of U. S. troops in Viet 

Nam, as well as British Commonwealth troopc operating in Malaya. This 

strain -- plasmodium falciparum is the most vicious and deadly of 

l~ kno't'1U strains of malaria and has proven resistant, prior to this 

time, to the suppressive drugs formerly found effective in treatment 

of other strains. As a result of the imperative need to protect' the 

increasing numbers of U. G. Forces in Southeast Asia, the most 

intensive anti-malarial research effort since the close of Horld Har I 

has been triggered. 

Previously, health authorities had ~elt that, with the proven 

success of a chloroquine-primaquine treatment for malaria victims 

, during the Korean conflict, the malaria problem had been solved. Now, 

however, joint efforts by military medical se~~iceG, U. Se drug 

houses, universities, and Federal agencies are being intensively 
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pushed in the hope of discovering chemical agents, new or old, totally 

effective against the falciparum strain. The Halter Reed Army 

Institute of Research, in t:1ashington, D. C., is spearheading this 

attack, and, through the Institute, the Army Medical Service is 

supporting approximately 90 percent of all such research in the U. S. 

By the end of 1965, this spending on anti-malarial research had 

climbed to a level of $6.5 million per year, and is higher this year. 

,As an encouraging note, optimism has been e:~pressed by medical 

researchers recently that e::periments with diminodiphensylsulfone, a 

drug effective in the treatment of leprosy, has offered favorable 

results and may lead the way to the urgently sought break-through o 

The compelling need for discovery of an effective means of 

controlling falciparum malaria among American military forces in Viet 

Nam is reinforced by the danger of possible reintroduction of malaria 

into the U. S., because of dealyed attacks of drug-resistant falciparuD 

malaria in veterans or others who return from Viet Nam. For these 

reasons, the Congress provided substantial supplemental appropriations 

to underwrite the crash malaria research program. 

-30-
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Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Byrd r s Eye Viel'1 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

U"ST HILLS iJID TESTl~lENTS 

Last wills and testaments continue to fascinate students of 

human nature, revealing as they do the complications of life and the 

9iversity of manvs personality. Unexpected and unusual wills and last 

~equests are frequent occurrences. 

In one recent instance, for eJcemple, the Daughters of the 

American Revolution reported that the organization had been named as 

beneficiary of an American soldier in Viet Nam should he be killed in 

~ction. The DAR had no Imowledge of the soldier's background, whether 

he had any DAR ancestors, or why he had made his unexpected bequest, 

other than that, at the soldier's re~uest, the DAR had furnished 

materials to him for making State flags. 

Among wills, a perennial favorite for newspaper coverage is the 

bequest of funds for maintenance of a cherished pet after the death of 

some eccentric and wealthy pet fancier. Not as often reported, many 

( a last will and testament hac been humorously, but nonethe less 

bindingly, phrased in poetry, or surprisingly stated by poets. 

William Shakespeare, England's immortal bard, left a mystery unoolved 

in after years when he penned in his will that he was leaving his wife 

his 'lsecond best bed". Rabelais, the satirist, said in his will, 1;1 

have no available property, lowe a great deai, the reet 1 give to the 

poor. Ii 

Other unusual wills include the last ultimatum of one father who 

disowned his son ucless he shaved off his mustache. One lover, 

( suffering from unre:quited love, ordered that his remains be cremated 

and the fatty residue be made into a candle for burning by his lady 

fair. An Austrian banker left a large inhe~itance to a nephew --

provided the young relative never on any occasion read a newspaper. 
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A hard-working farmer left his worldly goods to be paid in installments 

only so long as his heirs arODe diligently at five each morning in the 

summer and seven in the winter. 

A will left by a French merchant many years ago assigned a 

substantial legacy to a lady who refused to marry him in his youth, as 

a token of gratitude for the hepp~, independent life which he led as a 

bachelor. Another Frencl1man convivially directed that his body be 

carried into the corner bistro on the way to the cemetery so that he 

could "visit once more the table where I have spent so many of the 

pleasantest hours of my life _ Il 

Unusual circumstances and means of inscribing last wills and 

testaments are often repm:ted _ One will, probated during the 1950' s, 

was written on a hatbox and left everything to the writer's common law 

wife. Also, in the recent past, an American woman, about to tal~e an 

ai~plane trip, eJ~perienced a premonition of disaster, and, sitting 
I 

down in the airport rest.aurant jotted down her will on the back of an 

envelope. The plane crashed over 'Vlest Virginia killing 18 passengers, 

including the writer of the ltlill. 

Perhaps one of the most memorable wills of all times was ~~itten 

by Saladin, ~ultan of Egypt, and conqueror of much of the civilized 

world of the 12th Centu~~. In humble realization of the holloW1~ess 

of "1ar, the vanity of worl~ liness, and the superficialities of 

religious differences, he ordered in his will, first of all, that 

considerable Bums be distributed to Muslins, Jews, and Christians, in 

order that priests of these great religions might implore the i1ercy of 

God for him. 

-30-
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Byrd I S Eye View 
A Public Service Co1una, by 

Senator Robert C. Byra 

PRACTICAL HOS PITALIT'1 

August 12, 1966 

West Virginians. long noted as friendly, pleasant folk, have begun 

to profit handsomely by judicious application of a formula, ';pL'8ctical 

hospitality';, to the economic opportunities of tourism. As one 

manifestation of the formula's usage, in response to visitor demand, 

there weL'e 1,218 more motel rooms in the State in 1965 than in 1964. 

Tourists by the thousands are pouring across West Virginia's 

verdant hills and valleys, beckoned on by a oZ'oadening network of 

good roads and expanding air facilities. Tourism in the State has 

been growing at an annual rate of 7 to 9 percent. To care for this 

trade, the U. S. Bureau of the Census reports that, in 1963, there 

were 104 hotels in the State of Hest Virginia, of which 75 were year 

round hotels with less than 25 guest rooms and another 5 were seasonal 

hotels. There were only 3 hotels with a capacity of 300 or more guest 

rooms, and these reported only 48 percent occupancYe Hotvever, there 

was a combined total of 243 motels and motor hotels, generally 

reporting 60 to 90 percent occupancy. Worthy of note, more than one 

half of West Virginia's hotels were built before 1942, whereas only 

13 of the motels-motor hotels were built prior to 1942. This motel 

development would, therefore, appear to be an effective application 

of the formula, "practical hospita1ityfl providing the kind of 

accommodation desired by the touring publ::'c. 

In 1964, 12 million visitors enriched the State by $393 million. 

In 1965, 13 million visi.tors provided an income of $417 million. For 

1966, it is estimated that 14 million tourists will provide an income 

in excess of $440 million. And it has been predicted that, with 

completion of the interstate highways, VJest Virginia can eJcpect the 
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tour~ct income to escalate to about 3/4-bil1ion dollars from 

a~mdmately 24· million visitors. 

These monetary returns have not come unearned, nor will they 

materialize in the future without due adherence to the practical 

hospitality formula. Merely to issue publicity which is, in effect, 

an open invitation to the American citizenry, J~ll of you come and 

bring your children, and your money, too, I; is not practical hospitalit, 

To insure that West Virginia's hospital~ty is enjoyed by more and 

more people, more and more often, the sp~rit of the invitation must 

be attractively revealed. 

Tl1US, under the formula of practical hospitality, greater numbers 

of clean, attractive, comfo~table sleeping quarters need to be made 

available in the State through hotels, motels, tourist courts and 

camps, and related tourist accommodations. Hore and better quality 

establishments for efficient service of appetizing, wholesome food 

need to be opened to the public. Varying quantities and types of 

goods and services, suitably adapted to differing urban and l.~ral 

areas, need to be developed. Appropriately, these could include free, 

off-street parking; public rooms for meetinss and banquets; guest 

roomc on more than one level; recerational facilities (including 

swimming pools, boating, fishing, golf courses, tennis courts, horse-

bac!~ riding, skiing); valet and other personal services; auto cervices 

and garages, and amusements such as televicion and movie~. 

Practical hospitality means emphasis on quality and appropriate 

diversity of facilities and services, and not merely quantity alone. 

-30-
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Byrd I S Eye View 
A Public Service· Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

THE D~ CAR 

Americans, as citizens of the world's most car-oriented Nation 

have begun to exhibit marked symptoms of schizophrenia in their 

attitudes toward automobile ownership~ The:all-American dream of 

personal possession of one's own set of wheels, and of being able to 

display the newest and latest gadgetry from Detroit or South Bend, is 
( . 

no longer so simple. Now the dream may involve owning several cars to 

meet varied family needs. Or it may involve an urge ~o acquire a 

status symbol foreign car, such as the Gran Turismo, by SAAB of Sweden, 

or one of the new European experimental fiber glass automobiles • 

. Also, within a growing sector of· our Nation's citizenry, there 

is a "drool-and-pant" desire to possess an· antique car. Thousands now 

belong to old-car clubs, such as The Horseless Carriage Club of 

America, and The Antique Car Club of America (whose members toured 

West Virginia in 1965 as part of the Club's annual trip). These 

( antique car enthusiasts dream of finding a superlative old car and of 

restoring and driving it~ The thought of finding an elderly Ford, 

perhaps a Model "An, or a Hodel frT", a 1912 4-cyc1inder Bu}~ck Roadster: 

or an early 20th Century Franklin, has given new meaning to the word 

IJcovet'~ in the old-car lovers r lexicon. 

And the transactions involved in purchasing and restoring these 

old cars have led to a constantly accelerating market. As examples, 

an old Stanley Steamer which cost about $2,500 when new in 1906 is 

worth up to $10,000 today; and news accounts report that 1911-Mercers 

( are the most sought-after of antique cars, citing the purchase of one 

for $21,000 which the owner then restored to full function for another 

$10,000. A 1907 Rolls-Royce was bought by an American millionaire for 

$20,000 and another $20,000 was invested in bringing it to prime 
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For Americans who recall the hey-day of American car manufacture 

the 1920's -- when perhaps 88 firtIlS.competed in the field, there is 

nostalgia in remembering the Zr~p~;Oldname6. The line-up of now 

defunct "oldies" includes Studebake~,'P~kard, Pierce-Arrow, Nash, 
. . . t· ' :~' , .'. 

Hudson, Winton, Chalmers, Wills-St. Claire, Haynes, Cleveland, Jewett, 

Apperson (c~11~d "The Jaclt Rab..b;ltll),,".Frenk1in, Stutz Bearcat, Oakland, 
" ;. '. 

Duesenberg, Locomobile, Graham~P.aige,.· Wi 1 lys-Knight, Essex, Marmon, . 

Peerless, Auburn, Dt;trand, and the.·:fabu10us ~elch. (Former Cord owners 

now have the opportunity to 'rej~v:~~te .their old dream of owning a 

Cord, i.or! the. 1960' s are wit':l.ess-ing~ a· revival of the Cord, with a 140-

horsepower Corvair xnotQr IDQy:!.tig.:it, forward into the ranks of crowd-

p1easers.) . '. 

But, importantly, y~t: a~()ther dream car-,-- what is hoped to be 
, ~ . :';. 

the ultimate in ,tr~nsP9rtat;ion' -- ·.is,being. sought by, a certain segment 

of American leaders .. The:U.,S ... Congx:esshas begun·to·-reveal its own 

views on a tru~y all....American car -_·the genuine dream car for 

Americans -., . one . which isenginee~e'd, built,· and operated under the 

highest practicable standa~dsof. safety ,and road-worthiness. And in 

thoughtful e~forts to bring'this dream to reality, Congress bas begun 

to seek ways, through appropriate legislation, which will make 

American-manufactured cars increasingly safe and road-worthy in 

construction and performance. 

( 
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

~IITEWASHING THE FACTS 

Citizens of other nations have become accustomed to announcements 

by Soviet Russia crediting important discoveries and past· inventions 

to its own people; and, in exaggeratedly patriotic fashion, boasting 

of the superiority of tbet Nation in varied fields of endeavor. 

During the Stalin regime, particularly, it was common practice 

for the Soviets to publicize claims that selected scientific feats 

were actually performed by Russians and not, as previously accredited, 

elsewhere. As examples, Ale~rnnder Popov, inventor and instructor in 

the Czarist navy, was acclaimed by the Russians as having diseovered 

radio before Marconi; Professor Boris Rozing was credited by the Soviet 

with invention of television; another Russian academician, V. p. 

Goryachin, was credited with IIfounding the science of agricultural 

I machinery"; and original work on medicinal uses of molds (basis for 

r modern antibiotics) was claimed by the Russians for their own 

researchers. They have alleged that the first airplane was built in 

Russia long before the Wright Brothers' Kitty Hawk experiments, and 

have claimed credit for inventing "beisballi (U. S. baseball) •. 

What are the facts? Undoubtedly, scientific discovery and 

experimentation by brilliant Russians were greatly stifled under the 

Czarist regime. Equally true, encouragement of scientific and 

industrial research and development under mcdern Soviet policies 

resulted in enormous cultural, technical, and scientific development in 

the U.5.S .R., as prpven by the spectacular Sputnilc launchings. However . 

systematic exploitation of research on ideas, techniques, and data 

from other countries has contributed to Communist technological 

advancement, for Western nations have long been primary sources for 
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( the confiscation of knowledge by the Soviets. 
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Nonetheless, in one area, conscientious Americans will certainly 

never wish to compete with the Russians -- the field of high incidents 

of 'lJlooliganism", increased .public drunkenness, assault on police by 

Urowdies H
, and generally rising crime rates, all reported in both 

p. S. and Soviet newspapers as rapidly increasing. Nor will Americans 

wish to have our Republic credited with the invention of police reports 

of high rates of crime solution when no such success occurs. Yet, agail 

according to recurring accounts from the U.S.S.R., that Nation has a 

rapidly accelerating crime problem; and, apparently in an effort to 

preserve a facade of superiority in Soviet officialdom and before the 

~orld, Soviet police are alleged to be inventing records indicating 

95 percent solution, or higher, to their crime cases, whereas, in fact, 

a much greater percentage of crimes ~cnnin&"unnolved and unpunished 

and crime rates continue to accelerate. 

The United States, unhappily experiencing its own crime problems 

and facing growing disrespect for law and order, should not wish to 

compete with any Nation in whitewashing the facts but should, rather, 

.rs. 11 its efforts toward finding solutions to its problems. 

l:' 
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Byrd's Eye View 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

ELECTION UNCERTAINTY 

Americans already attuned to our national election day, set for 

early November, may well pause to assess-the significance of the 

politicel drama currently unfolding in South Viet Nam, and to consider 

the relationship of the September 11 election in that war-crippled 

country to our own coming fall elections. 

Many, in examining the ciroumstances prevailing in Southeast 

Asia, ,may well wonder whether they can be favorable to the successful 

election of an assembly to draw up a Constitution (hopefully leading 

to the establishment of a new government, honorable alike to its 

founders and advantageous to our National interests, which, because 

we have taken up arms in defense of the South Vietnames~, are closely 
__ __ J ___ ~. -., __ ~ .-.' ---- • ------.. ~ 

involved). They point out that South Viet Nam is reduced to miserable 

economic conditions, without a working system of laWS, without a corps 

of leaders of recognizable authority, pillaged, torn between brutally 

antagonistic religious sects, partially ensa1ved by fellow Vietnamese 

from the north, and menaced by foreign powers. They point out that 

terrorism will be brought to bear by the Viet Cong throughout the 

countryside to prevent hone~t vote-casting, and that any election 

returns will be suspect, if, indeed, effective voting can even 'take 

place. 

They emphasize the vulnerability and political naivete of the 

vast majority of inhabitants subject to voter registration; and they 

assert that, should the election produce results considered compatible 

with American interests, the Communists will make international 

political hay by claiming intimidation by armed South Vietnamese 

troops aided and driven on by "imperialistic" American military might. 

To other Americans, however, it appears that there never was a 

period more appropriate for the execution of so important an undertaking. 
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They say that justice is on the side of the be1eagured South Vietnamese, 
r 

! who have proved their longing for a national identity, and that such 

a cause is a just one. They say that if, indeed, the South Vietnamese 

are willing to regulate their own national conduct in the pattern set 

by other Republics, and so to take another Dtep forward in delivering 

their country from the rule of foreigners, it is necesesry, above all 

things that they reach an accord and that they launch their own national 

enterprise. They point out that in every locale the people must go to 

their communal centers, voice their wishes, name their representatives, 

delegate power in the name of their nation, and so have an opportunity 

i~~ to act, in equality, under onenational banner. They believe the South 

Vietnamese faith in a national destiny must manifest itself in an 

immense impulse of concord against the present tremendous odds and, 

if,so manifested, will provide a vital base for survival as a national 

entity. 

It is obvious that the September election in South Viet Nam 

represents a gamble. Whether it is a magnificent one, or a doomed 

one, the future will reveal. But the fact of an election in South 

Vietnam at this point in history is an arresting one. Its outcome may 

" well have significant effects upon our own November elections and upon 

the future conduct of the war in Viet Nam. 

If a relatively strong and unified government should ultimately 

evolve from this initial step (election of a constitutional assembly) 

-- a government which could attract the loyal support of the South 

Vietnamese people in thwarting Communist efforts to gain control of 

the country, this would be a welcome eventuality in that it could 

shorten the war and lessen American involvement in that area. 
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Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

UNCERtAIN FUTURE FOR CHESTNUT TREES 

Congress has again passed a bill extending for three years the 

period during which certain extracts suitable for tanning may be 

imported into the U. S. free of duty. Behind that action lies the 

tragic saga of the American chestnut tree (once the most valuable 

single species in the mixed hardwood forests of the U. S.) and the 

story of a heavy economic blow to West Virginia, the effects of which 

may still be with the State for a long time to come. 

At one period, the U. S. domestic tanning extract industry was 

dependent upon domestic chestnut wood and bark for production of 

chestnut tanning extract, the only vegetable tanning material which 

has been produced in this country in significant quantity. This 

material, tannin, is especially valuable for making heavy leather. 

Today, however, more than 35 percent of the material used in the U.S. 

is imported • 

Earlier this centuL~, the fungus disease known as chestnut 

blight, the most destructive forest disease l~o~m, killed off most of 

the chestnut trees in the Eastern U. S., with the damage in the 

Mountain State being especially heavy as one out of every four trees 

in the State was chestnut. This blight, accidentally introduced in 

the U. S. on Asiatic chestnut nursery stock, was first discovered in 

1904. Because of the disease, which virtually wiped out the chestnut 

trees in Appalachian forests, domestic firms producing tanning 

extracts have been unable to secure raw materials. Thus, domestic 

availability of tanning eJctracts has steadily declined, and firms 

which previously engaged in extract production have generally gone 

into other operations. 
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However, the national need for tanning substances continues 

to grow. The 85th Congresa, recognizing the need, passed a public 

law providing for suspension of duties with respect to tanning 

extracts chiefly used in the U. S. for tanning purposes. Recently, 

the U. S. Tariff Commission reported to the 89th Congress on the 

continued need for such duty suspension, pointing out that it had 

no information that would indicate the consideration which originally 

led to suspension of duties on these tanning e}ctracts is not still 

pertinent. 

This official statement, simple translated, means that today, 

almost three quarters of a centuL7 later, efforts to discover a 

blight resistant American chestnut are still continuing, but efforts 

to bring back the chestnut as a forest-tree species have had only 

limited success. Treatments with colchicine and irradiation are 

being tried, in hope of producing a mutant of American chestnut that 

has blight resistance. Throughout the Nation, Federal and State 

agencies are collaborating closely in elchaustive studies. In West 

Virginia, the West Virginia Agriculture EJcperiment Station has been 

working since the 1930's on an extensive project, collecting and 

growing American chestnut seeds, and testing newer seeds as the 

planted trees produce. 

Some day, perhaps, the Congress will hear better news of the 

chestnut trees of the Nation, hopefully with favorable economic 

repercussions for West Virginia. 

-30-
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Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

CHANGING MONEY 

The recent announcement that the U. S. Treasury is withdrawing 

all $2 bills from circulation once again focuses public attention on 

the intricacies of the American monetary system. It also serves as 

conclusive evidence of the weighty effect which human foibles and 

( superstitions can on occasion have on Federal policy, for greenbacks 

in $2 denominations have never been popular with the general citizenry. 

In fact, over the years, these bills mwsteriously acquired the 

reputation of being odd or just plain unlucky. 

In the past, Treasury experts in an effort to "sell" the $2 

bills to the public made several attempts to popularize them. These 

resulted in little success, and the $2 bills continued to lie idle in 

bank vaults. At the peak of their usage, the life of the average $2 

bill extended perhaps 3 years, in marked contrast to the 18-20 months 

( use span of $5 and $10 bills. 

t 

Any Americans taking a last nostalgic look at the vanishing $2 

bills and becoming alarmed that this withdrawal will mean that the 

image of Thomas Jefferson (reproduced on $2 bills) will fade from'the 

public eye, monetarily speaking, need not feel any patriotic concern. 

The Thomas Jefferson 5-cent nickel coin, first released to the public 

in 1938, is much in circulation. Additionally, the Jefferson portrait 

is part of the design of not fewer than 12 U. S. postage stamps, which 

often are used in lieu of coins in transmitting payments for minor 

charges. 

Also, anyone fearing that the loss of $2 bills will mean a 

reduction in currency available for public needs can be reassured 

that the public demand is being met. The departure from circulation of 
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the ill-favored $2 bill still leaves Federal Reserve notes being 

issued in $1, $5, $10, $20, $50, and $100 denominations. However, 

nothing abov~ $100 has been printed since June, 1946, due directly 

to lack of public appeal. Convenient, modernized banking practices 

have made unattractive the habit of carrying around bills of larger 

denominations. Our American $1,000, $.5,000, and $10,000 notes will 

continue to be paid out by Federal Reserve banks as long as existing 

stocke last. 

Amother interesting facet in the variegated history of the $2 

bill arose from the tendency of the American public to nickname its 

money. Bills of vnrying denominations have been called "greenbacks ti , 

"sa't'1bucks ", "fins", Ucentury notes", and the like. In the case of 

the $2 bill, the citizenry was not so kind, for an old saying develop

ed, I~S queer as a $2 bill", for application to suspect circumstances 

or inexplicable events. 

But the $2 bill was not the only paper currency to be unflatter

ingly labeled. The outstanding example occurred as a result of one 

experiment authorized by Congress, the issuance of fractional paper 

currency in denominations of 3, 5, 10, 25, and 50 cents (and a small 

amount of 15-cent pieces), corresponding to the denominations of tckcn 

or subsidiary coins. The usage of this low denomination paper money 

caused the loss in circulation of atmost $8 million to the U. S. 

Treasury during the 1870·s, and the last issue was in 1876. This 

fractional currency had a low reputation, quality-wise, and was 

derisively dubbed "shin-plasters Ii. 

~lhile it is indeed a fascinating business to study U. S. money 

changes, many Americans may find it even more arresting to consider 

the changes in the purchasing value of their American dollars over the 

years in relation to the fast-advancing national economy. 
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THE HONEY CROP 

The often-used, highly descriptive remark, ''busy as a bee", 

conjures up in the minds of listeners a picture of ceaseless activity 

and evokes instant overtones of industriousness and efficiency. 

And properly so, for Mother Nature's highly successful design 

of a creative and busy insect -- the bee -- furnishes humans with an 

excellent pattern of working habits. 

Here in the United States, the busy bees are officially 

reported as being highly productive, reproductive, and money-making. 

The 1966 Bee Census, compiled by an intrepid Crop Reporting Board, 

reported 5,510,000 colonies of bees busily buzzing around the 48 

States on or about July 1. While this represents a decline of 1 per-

cant, for the 2nd successive year, the fault was not that of the 

bees, who have no interest in colony reduction. Instead, it is 

estimated that these bee losses are the result of starvation and 

winter kill, primarily traceable to poorer condition of nectar plants 

because of the late, cold, spring weather and drought conditions in 

the late summer. And poor blooming nectar plants means retardation 

of honey flow. 

The South Atlantic States, which include West Virginia in the 

grouping, generally have been hard hit by drought conditions for the 

past several years; and, as one of the adverse economic effects in 

West Virginia, there has been a gradual drop in bee colony count and 

honey production, ~ith some loss in farm income. In the Mountain , 
State, the honey bee colony count dropped from 103,000 in 1964, to 

97,000 in 1965, and 89,000 in 1966. The yield of 23 pounds of honey 
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per colony in 1964 dropped to 19 pounds in 1965, and is reported to 

( have dropped in 1966 to 63 percent of the normal level -- all as a 

result of the steady drop in nectar plant growth to a current level 

of only 48% of former growth. 

In West Virginia, the average price per pound of honey in 1964 

was 33.2 cents. In 1965, it was 33.4 cents, with a total production 

value of $787,000 in 1964, which decreased to $616,000 in 1965. 

However, West Virginia farmers received only 15 cents per pound at 

wholesale prices for extracted honey in both of these years, despite 

the slight rise in retail price for honey in this form from 37 cents 

in 1964 to 38 cents in 1965. Generally, chunk and comb honey bring 

in much higher prices to the farmer at both retail and wholesale 

levels than does extracted honey. In West Virginia, these latter two 

h9ney types returned a uniform 38 cents per pound at both sales levels 
!I 
·1 for 1964 and 1965. 

Nationally, prices received by producers for honey averaged 

17.8 cents per pound in 1965, as compared with the 1964 average price 

of 13.5 cents. These averaged prices included all wholesale and 

retail sales of extracted, chunk, and comb honey from both large and 

small apiaries owned by farmers and non-farmers. 

As another source of revenue from the unflagging industry of 

West Virginia's busy bees, beeswax earned $21,000 for producers in 

1964 from a 47,000 lb. production, and brought in a like sum f+om a 

lowered production of 46,000 Ibs. in 1965. 

It is not yet possible to assess accurately the financial 

returns to West Virginians in 1966 from the continuous work of bee 

colonies, but it is likely to be lower than in past years, in view of 

the 2 percent decline in colonies and probable lessening of honey and 

beeswax production. But the records show that the busy bee proves 

the old adage that hard work, continued despite sometimes adverse 

circumstances, pays off tn the long run, for the U. S. honey crop is 

a good money crop. 
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U. S. SILVER COINS 

The popularity of chocolate-with-white-icing layer cakes in 

the U. S. is not likely to rub off on the new three-layered coins 

now being minted to serve as our national 10-, 25-, and 50-cent 

pieces. 

The new dimes and quarters are triple-decked coins, with dark 

center layers, or cores, of pure copper. Their two white metal 

exterior layers are of cupronickel, an alloy of 75 percent copper and 

25 percent nickel. This cupronickel is the same alloy from which 

U. S. nickel pieces are made; and the exte~~a1 layers of this material, 

which are affixed to dime and quarter cores during coinage, are firm1y~ 

bonded onto the centers in a manner which makes these coins compatible 

for all uses from dropping into church collection plates, and 

triggering coin-operated washing machines, to feeding into eo-called 

Ilone-armed bandit" slot machines in gaming establishments. 

However, the new 50-cent piece is, according to the U. S. 

Treasury, lia more aristocratic mixture", conSisting of an inner core 

composition of 21 percent silver and 79 percent copper. But it, too, 

io of 3-1ayered composition, with two exterior coats of 80 percent 

silver and 20 percent copper bonded to the combination silver-copper 

core. Thus, the American half dollar presently authorized for minting 

is, in assay, only 40 percent silver, whereas the traditional silver 

50-cent piece had a 90 percent silver content. 

The designs of 10-, 25-, and 50-cent coins have been retained 

without change, and the year markage of all is being kept static at 

1965 until such time as all coin shortages have disappeared. But 

the most frequently asked question about the new non-silver coins is, 
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'When will the Nation return to the old usage of greater proportional 

(- amounts of silver in U. S. coins?" And the answer is, ''Most likely, 
~ 

\~ 

not at all." The same reasons that caused the Federal government 

to make the changes to non-silver coins may be expected to increase 

rather than decrease in the future. 

In gist, the U.S. greatly reduced the silver content of its 

coins because there is a world shortage of silver. Based on the 

demands of a continually eJt:panding world population, there are pro-

liferating industrial and artistic demands for silver, in addition to 

the tremendous pressure for silver in the form of coins as a medium 

of exchange. There are already 13 billion pieces of traditional 90 

percent silver coins in circul~ticr1. These are totally inadequate in 

quantity to meet the demands; so that, beginning in November, 1965, 

230 million non-silver 25-cent pieces were issued for public use, and 

the present rate of Mint production of quarters runs about one-quarter 

of a million monthly. 

Many persons, well aware of the proliferating needs for adequate 

coinage in the machine-vending age, and the rising value of silver, 

have begun extensive silver coin collections, The value of American 

silver-coin hoards is estimated to run into the high millions. 

Indeed, some 900,000 numismatists have collections worth $4,000 and 

upward. 

Already the U. S. Mints in Philadelphia and Denver are o~ 

around-the-clock schedules, issuing the new non-silver coins, "and a 

new mint "is scheduled soon to become operative in Philadelphia, to 

enable the Treasury to meet the Nation's coinage needs. 

" 
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DRIVE IN 

America~ highly mobile society has given impetus to business 

1Dnovations not dreamed of in the early decades of the automobile 

manufacturing industry. The family car, once euphemistically labeled 

a "pleasure" car, is now more likely to be a highly utilitarian 

family adjunct. 

( Ten years ago it was estimated that about 18 percent of the 

average automobile's use was devoted to the pursuit of entertainment, 

both social and recreational. Work or business consumed 59 percent 

of its use; shopping, 15 percent; and a third category (all other), 

8 percent. Now the increased usage of the automobile in meeting the 

complexities of daily living in our modern society has almost outmoded 

such catagorization. Today, the term "drive-in ll has been affixed to 

a number of business operations in a highly functional and successful 

manner. 

( The general public can well. recall the early popularity of 

the drive-in movie. Its contribution to the American social scene was 

substantial, with many young American couples reputedly cherishing fond 

memories of evenings spent in front of big open-air screens. The drive-

in restaurant, in its varied forms, has its own special place in 

American gustatory and social life, serving foods and beverages 

ranging from hamburgers, fried chicken, pizzas, milk shakes and cold 

colas to regional delicacies such as "chitterlings in season'l at an 

occasional Deep South snack shack. The principle of inexpensively 

, serving good food in a quick manner to car occupants has made 
\ 

millionaires of more than one enterprising American businessman. One 

drive-in bamburgerteria was the cornerstone for what in eleven years 

became a chain of drive-ins with 710 concessions in 44 States and profits 
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exceeding $2-million annually. 

But there are other types of drive-in businesses now establishec 

for the public convenience. One can drive in and leave off family 

cleaning and laundry, or arrange for shoe repairs, later returning 

to pick up finished work, without dismounting from one's auto. Drive~ 

in banl~ng in most U. S. cities is commonplace, with customers able 

to transact all regular banking business at what is very likely to be 

bulletproffed teller booths. In Denver, 00·1-0,. the world's largest .... 

motor bank admits only customers on wheels. 

There are drive-in alcoholic beverage sales stores, with the 

general public doubtlessly hopeful the items purchased while on wheels 

will not be consumed while on wheels. There are drive-in grocery 

stores, produce markets, and florists. There are drive-in wa~eteria~~ 

for cars; and the Post Office Department has moved along with the 

tenor of the times and has set up mailboxes for drive-up posting of 

mail. There are also drive-in churches, which are really not so new 

after all, for in frontier days many a devout settler drove up to 

open air preaching in his sturdy wagon. 

To drive in and do it (whatever it may be) is a typically 

American solution to business complexities quick and mobile. But 

one drive-in activity -- the innovation of drive-in trout fishing, . 

as advertised in one Arizona locale -- is likely not to last too long, 

for surely the essence of good trout fishing is the leisurely pleasure 

derived from whole-hearted pursuit of the spritely trout. 
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COAL NEWS 

Coal has been much in the news of late, with a spate of items 

appearing in newspapers, periodicals, trade journals, and governmental 

reports. Coal-oriented West Virginians have likely found themselves 

involved in assaying the full import of the facts upon the interests 

( of the State. 

As an example, one current. industrial report stated: "Bituminous 

coal continues to be 't-lest Virginia's most valuable single asset. 

W~st Virginia's bituminous is a high-quality coal, with a wide variety 

of uses, and the total reserves are estimated at 103 million short 

tons, about 6.2 percent of all coal reserves for the Nation. Yet, 

at present, only about half of these are classified as recoverable. 

A larger fraction should become available over time, as technology 

continues to improve." 
~. 

( Elsewhere, a newspaper story pointed out that the U. S. mineral . 
demand is anticipated to double the consumption of minerals and 

mineral fuels in the coming 15 to 25 years. It further speculated as 

to how long presently kno~qn supplies would last, emphasizing tnat the 

supply problem is compounded by certain-to-occur population growth 

and attendant rises in per capita consumption of raw materials and 

energy. And a current Department of Interior report addressed itself 

to a similar theme--stating the belief that the world's undeveloped 

resources are large enough to support growing demands for the fore-

; seeable future, provided Nations "aggressively and imaginatively press 

the search for knowledge of resources and for ways to discover, extract, 

and use them more effectively." 
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'. In yet another instance, a publication carrying reliable 

geological prospecting information announced, "Soviet coal reSources 

account for 216,000 million tons out of the 987,000 million tons of 

world coal resource, with about 140,000 million tons of the highest 

grade discovered in Siberia. Presently, a substantial part of these 

deposits are situated in areas difficult to mine, because of the:', 
. l 
.\ , 

eternal frost and impassable virgin forest. In the U.S.S.R., need 

exists for develop~~nt of the technology of mining, preparation, and 

transportation of coal to permit greater exploitation of coal 

resources." 

West Virginians may well ask, "How does all of this affect our 

State, and our Nation?" 

And the answer is: "Hithin the United States, and within West 

Virginia, one of our Nation's major coal repositories, research must 

be intensified, to permit our citizenry to stay abreast of the demands 

generated by fast-changing times, both from 'tvtihin our own borders 

and from competition abroad. Aggressive attention to research in coal 

utilization is imperative. The Government and industry must increase 

efforts to improve coal's position in the energy market as inter-

national challenges materialize. 1I 

The U.S.S.R., a streamlined, automated, industrial giant of a 

nation has already demonstrated its ruthless drive to higher and 

greater production levels, utilizing research ae a powerful tool to 

advance the national interests. Can the United States afford to do 

less? 
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EDUCATION ROUNDUP 

Americans are regularly exposed to statistical quotations on 

educational facts of life in the U. S. Often such reports of per-

centages, totals and comparative standings are more confusing than 

illuminating. To set the record straight, the U. S. Office of Educatiou 

and the National School Boards Association have prepared a summary of 

vital statistics of U. S. education. 

For the school year 1965-1966, 54.5 million students were en

rolled in public and private schools and colleges in the U. S.; 

35.9 million pupils were enrolled in elementary schools (through 

Gr~de 3), of which 30.5 million were in public schools; and 12.8 mi11io:l 

pupils were enrolled in U. S. secondary schools, with 11.4 million of 

these attending public high schools. The number of public schools 

operating during 1965-1966 was reported as increased over the total of 

101,816 operating in 1963-1964, with a total of 1,595,150 classrooms 

listed as available at the start of the 1965-1966 school year. Ad-

ditiona11y, there was a known need for 10l~,900 additional classrooms, 

of which 70,000 were scheduled for completion during the year. 

A total of 1.69 million public school teachersmught in the 

50 States and D. C. during 1965-1966, with their efforts augmented by 

235,000 non-public school teachers; 429,000 college and university 

instructors; 13,784 superintendents of schools; 6,175 assistant super-

intendents of schools; 98,616 principals and supervisors; 129,585 local 

school board members; and 484 State Board of Education members. 

Expenditures for education on all levels during 1965-1966 reacheu 

$43.3 billion, with $25.8 billion going to public elementary and 

secondary schools; $3.7 billion to private elementary and secondary 

schools; $8.1 billion to public colleges and universities; and 

$5.7 billion to private colleges and univeroities. 
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For the year, the expenditure per pupil in average daily at-

tendance in public elementary and secondary schools in the U. S. was 

estimated at $533. In Hest Virginia, the expenditures were only $367, 

placing the State 45th in the list of States, with only Kentucky, 

Tennessee, Alabama, South Carolina, and Mississippi ranking lower. 

Yet in percentage of revenue receipts for public schools derived from 

State governments, West Virginia with 52.1 percent of receipts from the 

State ranked tenth on the national list, high above the average of 

39.1 percent. 

West Virginia ranked 34th among the State in estimated public 

elementary and secondary school enrollment for 1965-1966, with a 
/ , 

.ed cumulative enrollment of 437,.500. It was the only State in the Union 

which showed a drop in such enrollment for that year as compared with 

1955-1956, ten years previously. Over that ten-year period when the 

States of the Union averaged an increase of 40 percent in school en-

rollment, West Virginia showed a drop to minus 4.5 percent. Additional:'::. 

the State ranked 45th among the States in the estimated average salary 

paid to classroom teachers in public schools, paying only'$4,990, almost 

$2,000 below the average national pay of $6,506. 

The-conclusion,inescapably,is that Hest Virginia has a long 

, 71 way to go educationally, but that it has shown a 'viII to push forward. 

OOJ 
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BEDBUGS AND TERMITES 

Bedbugs and termites are among the most noxious of insect 

invaders of the American home. Fortunately, with the increased 

sanitation of our more modern age, the prevalence of bedbugs is 

enormously diminished. However, a prime reaSon for this diminution 

is that the presence of bedbugs is early noticeable and is so greatly 

( 
deleterious that human hosts usually strive promptly and mightily 

to rid themselves of the critters. By contrast, the stealthy infesta-

tion of American homes by termites often goes unnoticed until material 

d~mage has occurred. As a result, subterranean, or ground-nesting, 

termites cost the people of the United States many millions of dollars 

annually in repairs to hooes and in control measures. 

Also,whereas modern, Dore open, home construction tends to 

discourage the presence of bedbugs, some factors in modern home 

construction actually serve to encourage termite population. One of 

these factors, central heating, has made infestations of termites more 
f 

prevalent because heated basements prolong the period of termite 

activity. As another, the increased use of concrete and masonry 

terraces adjacent to foundation walls and the haphazard use of, slab-

on-the-ground construction have provided favorable conditions for 

termite development. 

The most effective defense against termite invasion is achieved 

by application of the same formula succesnful1y used in protecting 

humans against disease--the usage of preventive measures. Such 

termite-preventive measures are most effectively taken in planning 

~ new conntruction, but they still need to be followed by termite inspec-

tion at regular intervals during the life of a structure. Also, home 

owners who are alert to the appearance of flights of termites are in 
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the best position to begin a search for points of entry which can be 

treated and blocked. 

In planning construction, homeowners should include removal of 

all tree roots, stumps, and wood debris from the building site prior 

to beginning work. Drainage of water should be carefully designed to 

prevent moisture from accumulating in the soil beneath a building. 

Furthermore, the inclusion of metal termite shields of galvanized iron, 

zinc, copper, or terneplate can prevent hidden entry of termites, 

when properly made and installed in sealing unit masonry foundations. 

Poured concrete foundations, properly reinforced, are relatively 

( resistant to termite penetration. Hollow-block or brick foundation 

piers capped with reinforced concrete or filled ,·rlth cement mortar 

ne 

are also effective against termite invasion. Hooden piers, or posts, 

u~ed for foundations or supports, should be pressure-treated in advance 

with an approved preservative. Especially important, the soil under

neath concrete slab-on-ground construction should be pretreated with 

chemicals before pouring the concrete, to keep termites from traveling 

through the ground and up along expansion joints, around plumbing, 

and through cracks which may develop. Additionally, these openings 

should be filled with roofing coal-tar pitch or rubberoid bituminous 

sealers. 

For the do-it-yourself homeowner, among the chemicals recoDrie~dc( 

for soil treatment are aldrin, benzene hexachloride, chlordan~, D~T, 

dieldrin, and heptachlor. The desirable quantities, a recommended 

liquid for forming the emulsion, and the rates and methods of emulsion 

application, should be based on authoritative instructions available 

from commercial handlers of the chemicals, or from the U. S. Department 

of Agriculture. These same chemicals, used during construction to 

avert termite attacks on buildings, are effective in checking penetra

tion after termite discovery. 
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VETERANS DAY 1966 

It is wholly fitting that Americans should annually observe 

a Veterans Day, in commemoration of military services rendered in 

defense of our Republic. And this November 1966, Americans may take 

special pride in such commemoration, having once again eiven substantial 

evidence of their recognition of the value of these military services. 

Through action by elected representatives in the 89th Coneress, the 

• 
Nation's citizenry substantially enlarged veterans payments and benefits 

under a variety of programs. 

Among these are increases in war orphans' educational 

assistance allowances; cost-of-living increases and time extensions in 

subsistence allowances to disabled vets for educational rehabilitation; 

increases in hospitalization and disability compensation; increases in 

hospital care capacity; and provision of special indemnity insurance 

for combat service. 

Of greatest potential value to all classes of veterans since 
.. 

the Korean Conflict is the enactment of the Cold War GI bill, providine 

permanent GI benefits estimated eventually to aggregate $500 million 

annually. This sl'leeping new GI Bill provides educational allow~nces 

for veterans serving on active duty for six months or more since 

January 31, 1955, the expiration date of the Korean Conflict GI Bill. 

A maximum of 36 months of schooling, equivalent to 4 academic years of 

training, is provided; and it is estimated that, under these provisions, , 
perhaps a half-million servicemen ~<lill be in college in any given 

month by 1970. Also, private home loans up to $7,500 are unden<lritten 

• by the government; or veterans are eligible for direct home loans up 

to $17,500 if private financing is not available. Already under these 

programs over 200,000 Cold \var vets entered colle~e this fall and 

40,000 housing loans are being handled. 
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Of special significance, the Cold War GI Bill helps serve as 

a rebuttal of claims that compulsory military service 'falls hardest on 

the poorer young male Americans--those without funds to attend colleges; 

and the high school drop-outs. Through this bill, our grateful Nation 

offers to the less affluent the means, as ex-servicemen, to attend 

colleges and universities as a well-deserved benefit of their military 

service. Furthermore, the provisions of the Cold War GI Bill are 

carefully not limited to educational training at the college level but 

are available for educational trainin3 for non-high school graduates. 

Americans in commemorating Veterans Day, 1966, may take pride 

that, through its Federal instrument, the Veterans Administration~ the 

Nation insures nearly 6 million vets at a total policy value of 

$37 million; that it operates 165 hospitals, having l6~338 beds, or 

7 percent of all hospital beds in the U. S.; that it annually adminis

ters home and business loans and educational benefits for thousands of 

former servicemen; and that it cares for the widO't\1s and families of the 

10,000 or more veterans who die each year. For all these VA activities~ 

almost $6 billion was appropriated by the Congress for FY 1967. 

In summary, the Veterans Administration, in behalf of the 

U. S. civic body, serves 25.6 million veterans; and, with an estimated 

600,000 persons being separated from the various branches of the Armed 

Services each year, it may eventually serve Iilore than 30 Iilillion 

veterans. 

No other Nation in the world has ever so substantially~ 

wisely, and consistently shol·m its gratitude for the sacrifices of 

former fighting men and their dependents • 

; .... , 
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THE RISING COST OF LIVING 

U. S. homemakers, concerned at the rising cost of living for 

families, as reflected in the price tags on food, clothing, medical 

items and household necessities, have a headache in common with 

Uncle Sam. 

To express a greatly simplified parallel, the Federal agencies 

officially procuring for the government stand as "housekeepers" for 

Uncle Sam, helping him maintain his steady pace of activities and 

e~fectively provide for the millions of "nieces and nephews" who are 

his dependents. These agencies often are hard pushed to cover Uncle 

Sam's requirements when buying in the Nation's highly competitive 

sales arenas. They find, just as do many American housewives, that 

steering a thrifty course through the U. S.'s profit-motivated markets 

is a demanding task. 

A fair estimate of some of Uncle Sam's national housekeeping 

purchase problems can be gained by reviewing trade publications and 

assessing departmental reports. One recent issue of a defense-

oriented publication pointed out that the annual procurement 0.£ 

subcistence items for the four Military Services today surpasseD 

$1-bi1lion. This subsistence covers perishable and non-perishable 

items, many in quantities well-nigh staggering to the imagination. 

As a military spokesman described some of the magnitudes: 

"If the annual requirements for beef for the Armed Forces were 

provided by one herd of cattle, the head of the herd would be in 
erl ( 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, while the tail would be sweeping through 

Omaha, Nebraska. The 70 million dozen eggs bought annually for the 

Services would form a string of eggs long enough to girdle the globe, 
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with several hundred miles to spare; and the 60 million pounds of 

coffee required annually would provide enough brew to float a fleet 

of modern aircraft carriers and enough depth to enable all nuclear 

submarines to hide out indefinitely". 

The General Services Administration, which routinely serves as 

purchasing agent for housekeeping and maintenance items necessary in 

the daily operations of fellow Departments, reports current annual 

purchases of 945,000 cartons of paper towels, each containing 7,500 

towels, at a cost of $4.7 million; 1.29 million brooms at a cost of 

$1.8 million; and 1.1 million gallons of liquid soap at a cost of 

$1.2 million. All of these add up to a lot of shopping for items 

similar to those checked out at local supermarkets by American house

wives. 

And the Veterans Administration, which operates 165 hospitals 

caring for thousands of Uncle Sam's ex-servicemen nephews, estimates 

that its general medical supplies are now up in cost approximately 

3 percent. The VA annually buys enough yard goods, 3 feet wide, to 

stretch from Washington, D. C., to Denver, Colorado; enough gauze 

surgical sponges to cover 155 acres of land; enough X-ray film to 

• cover 230 acres; enough bottles of anti-acid So that these, if stacked 

end on end, would form 1,750 stacks each as high as the Empire State 

Building; enough beds, if placed end to end, to reach eight miles; 

and enough disposal hypodermic needles to give one shot to every 

person in the States of New York and New Jersey (22~ million) • 

In a Nation founded economically on the principles of free 

enterprise, good old American management know-how is strongly 

challenged when buying under the shadow of rising price indexes; and 

each citizen can be grateful for the abundance of resources which, 

properly utilized, may, in time, act as a natural brake to upward 

cost spirals. 
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~ Byrd's Eye View 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

AWARENESS OF BLESSINGS 

Thanksgiving Day, celebrated as a national holiday on the fourth 

Thursday of each November, as authorized by act of Congress on 

December 26, 1955, is the occasion which is perhaps most perfectly 

expressive of our national spirit, 

It has been described as combining in one concept the essence 

( of American productive enterprise, domestic felicity, and religious 

devotion. It has been stated as representing the fruits of industry 

turned to family festivity and sanctified by prayer. It has been 

lauded as the national holiday dedicated to giving of praise and 

thanksgiving to God. 

Thanksgiving Day, 1966, appropriately should mean all of these 

things to the citizens of this Nation. It, however, has an even 

deeper significance to thoughtful minds. To be grateful, in 

remembrance of great things past and of good things in the present, 

( when all things seem to be working to our advantage, when there is 

national prosperity, good government, and an atmosphere of promotion 

of knowledge, and where there is the practice of individual freedom 

of worship, is not hard. To be thankful for being a citizen qf thiS, 

the best of all countries, in this much less than perfect wvr1d, is 

not difficult. 

But to be aware that, within another decade, the first two 

centuries of our Nation's history will have elapsed, and that the 

future, a partial view of which is even now with us, will take us 

( from the Simpler existence of youth as a Nationa, with seemingly 

end less abundance, .to a far more complicated and differing 

environment, is to add its own sharpness of awareness of blessings. 
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For to welcome the opportunity to turn one's intellect and one's good 
~ 

, will toward providently using America's great heritage, richly and 

uniquely the essence of these United States, is to re1ize the trust 

placed in our citizenry. 

Thus, to be able to feel thankfulness for the charge of 

administering this trust wisely and righteously is of greater virtue 

than mere thankfulness for past good fortune. As a great American 

president stated this charge: 

"Ours is the opportunity as a free people to develop to the 

fullest extent all our powers of body, of mind, and of that which 

{. stands above both body and mind--of character. Into our care great 

resources of nature have been entrusted, and we are not to be pardoned 

either if we squander and waste them, or yet if we leave them undeve-

'loped, for they must be made fruitful in our hands. Ever through 

the ages, at all times and among all peoples, prosperity has been 

fraught with danger, and it behooves us to beseech the giver of all 

things that we may not fall into love of ease and luxury, that we 

may not lose our sense of moral responsibility, and that we may not 

forget our duty to God, and to our neighbor." 

Let us then as a people, aware of the blessing of the 

opportunity, and with unflinching determination, strive with all the 

strength that is given us to reap the full benefit of the potential 

diversity of experience and achievement which will inevitably 'form 

our common future. 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

DElAYED MAIL 

Considerable attention has been focused on the Post Office 

Department's announcement of recent difficulties in clearing up a 

heavy mailing backlog and of special fiscal arrangements to hire 

additional mail handlers and to take other hoped-to-be-corrective 

measures. 

Quite likely this report of mail delivery difficulties touched 

a familiar chord in the memory of Mountain State'ers, for, since the 

establishment of postal service in the Trans-Allegheny Territory of 

Western Virginia in 1794 (by the creation of post offices at Morgan-

town and Wheeling), problemc have plagued mail deliveries in the 

State, due to natural and other causes. Among the early records of 

delivery mishappeningc, an official account of improved mail routes 

in the State praised the establishment of the "finest route in the 

country", from New York to Cincinnati, made possible by "railroad 

service extended to Cumberland, Maryland, thence to Wheeling by 

four-horse. coach daily at a running speed of seven miles an hour". 

Then, close on the heels of this laudatory announcement came a 

second, reporting that trouble had popped up at Wheeling to delay 

mail deliveries. According to the Postmaster General, "Important 

mail was always detained at the ferry of the Ohio River some 10 to 

12 hours because the proprietor of the ferry could not be induced 

to encounter the danger of crossing the mail stages in the night". 

~ C--At that time, although the Cumberland road had been constructed east 

and west of the Ohio, no bridge had yet been built acrocs the river .• 

Another early account cotmniser~:ted \vith the Post Office 

Department because of mail delivery problems in West Virginia, 
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pointing out that "roads were few and rough; great mountains and vast 

forests formed obstacles to trusty mail delivery; and numerous 

bridge1ess streams must be crossed at risk of life and limb to the 

carrier". Reflecting these difficulties, schedules for some of the 

mail routes in 1850 were as follows: 'Mail to Romney from Clarksburg 

(109 miles), 3 times a week; Wheeling to Parkersburg (95 miles), 

3 times a week--by steamboat when possible; Kanawha Custom House to 

Glenville (76 miles), once weekly; and Morgantown to Wheeling-

(67 miles), once weekly". 

But perhaps the most pungent story of all early mail delivery 

difficulties in West Virginia revolves around the problems encountered 

in 1820 by one stage coach firm which, having contracted to carry 

mail from Greenbridr County, W. ·Va~,. to Clarksburg, could.n6t get 

the mail across the Cheat Mountain country in winter. Eventually, 

the Clarksburg postmaster reported the defaulting carrier to 

vlashington. Shortly thereafter, an official departmental reprimand 

went to the owner of the coaching firm, who promptly dispatched a 

blistering reply. This epistle, later framed and hung in the office 

of the Postmaster General, read as follows: "Postmaster General-Dear 

Sir: If the gable end of H---should blowout and shower fire, smoke, 

and melted lava for forty days and nights, it would not melt the snow 

enough on Cheat Mountain So as to get your d---- mail out on time." 

Hopefully, all such correspondence is now a part of We·st 

Virginia's colorful past history. Today the Post Office Department 

serves 388 routes covering 17,056 miles in Hest Virginia, and is 

delivering mail throughout the State through 38 first-, 105 second-, 

361 third-, and 641 fourth-class post offices. Through these 1,145 

post offices, and 102 branches and stations, West Virginia's postal 

development is keeping pace with its progressive sister States. 
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Byrd's Eye View 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

MONEY IN MACHINES 

There's money--substantial amounts of money_·lbeing made by 

U. S. firms owning and placing in operation coin-triggered amusement 

devices. This highly lucrative method of earning a living has been 

reported by 3,074 establishments (all with payrolls) as bringing in 

total receipts of $260.6 million during 1963, the most recent year 

for which such statistics are presently available. 

As reported to the U. S. Department of Commerce on the 1963 

Census of Business, money-making machines included 138,225 music 

machines, with $90 million in receipts; 70,326 pinball machines, with 

$47 million in receiptf); and 92,478 "other" amusement machines, with 

$57 million. 

New York State led the Nation with 268 firms in the businesc 

in 1963, with receipts reported at $21 million. California ranked 

second, with 231 establishments and $18.4 million in receipts. 

\ Illinois, which evidently has a large number of "music lovers" among 

its citizenry, topped the Nation in "music" machines, with a total 

of 11,425 reported. Maryland, which has been frequently in the news 

with public debates on the advantages and disadvantages of govern-

mental licensing of slot machines, obviously had a large number of 

sporting types among its populace, as it reported only 1,867 music 

machines in operation in December 1963 as compared with 3,359 pinball· 

machines and 5,390 "other" amusement machines. 

In West Virginia, there were 58 coin-operated amusement-device 

\. establishments reported as having receipts of $4,971,000. On 

December 31, 1963, a total of 3,035 music machines were being 

operated by these firms for an average annual return of $457 each. 
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As of that same date, 2,303 pinball machines were in operation by 
\ .. / 

West Virginia establishments at a return of $691 per machine; and 

1,014 other amusement machines were in functio~ returning approximatel: 

$607 per machine. 

It is noteworthy that these statistics on revenue garnered by 

machines serving the public were gathered at about the time the 

tremendous yen for dancing to discotheque music had just begun to 

sweep the Nation. Subsequent annual reports by the Bureau of the 

Census should provide an interesting insight into the financial 

advantages gained from the nationwide vogue of dancing to recorded 

\~ music, as popularized originally by the Nation's youngsters • 

I 
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

COMMERCIALIZATION OF CHRISTl1AS 

Recurrently with the arrival of the Christmas season come 

public denunciations of the growing commercialization of Christmas. 

Various religious leaders, editorial writers, and sociologists 

have labeled Christmas as "the greedy season", "the department store 

owners r paradise", and "an orgy of commercialism". Ministers have 

warned that Christians have become so immersed in the activities 

which make Christmas pay that they have lost the deeper significance 

of the seaSon. 

A real basis for such apprehension may indeed exist. 

Certainly it is eye-opening to read published reports that, in the 

U. S., between $8 and $9 billion dollars annually are spent on 

Christmas gifts; that one-fourth of all sporting goods, cameras, 

fine jewels, watches, and candy are bought in December; that almost 

half of all the toys and games are sold then; that between 150 and 

175 million dollars are spent on gift wrapping paper and ribbons; 

that 3 to 4 billion Christmas cards are sold; and that more than 

100 million dollars are spent for Christmas trees cut down in a 

country dedicated to conse~~ing its forests. These are but a few of 

the statistics quoted to sustain the theory that big business is 

capitalizing on the traditional symbols of Christmas and that Santa 

Claus is becoming synonymous with the dollar sign. 
,. 

But ther¢ are other views on the place which Christmas 

, and its symbols truly occupy in the hearts of Americans. Many 

thoughtful persons feel that the religious .?spect;s of Christmas are 

more generally recognized in the 20th Century than at any time sinC'3 
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( America was colonized. It is pointed out that, not only in the 

U. S. but also throughout many non-Christian countries of the world, 

Christmas has become a symbol of a relaxation of human'pressures and 

of a time of grace. It is said that, through the example of this 

Nation and other similarly dedicated Christian Nations, the period 

of the celebration of the birth of Christ has become widely observed 

as a period of goodwill. 

Historians have traced the absorption of Christmas customs 

into the layer of other cultures and have noted the establishment 

of a tradition of a period of peace and rejoicing as symbolized by 

the Christian season of Christmas. Many peoples of the East now 

celebrate Christmas as a festival of birth and as a renewal of faith 

in the family of man. As one example, in many chapels in India, 

where choirs Sing in Hindi, participants in Christmas season services 

include Jews and Gentiles, Christians and pagans, Hindus, Moslems, 

Sikhs, Parsis, Buddhists, and Jains. 

Christmas lends itself to gayety, to the giving of gifts 

to Christmas decorations, and to wassailing. It also lends itself 

to the giving of alms, the expression of joyful greeting, the 

memory of home and loved ones, and the deepest prayers for peace 

among men. 

The fundamental truth of Christmas as it becomes a part,of 

the celebration of every Christmas, eve~qhere, is that it is not 

thought of as a season of buying and selling, or merry-making, but 

that it is a season for immortalizing the soul of humanity--an 

opportunity for all of the members of the family of man to unite, 

spontaneously, in dedication to the deepest longing of the human 

spirit for "peace on earth, goodwill to men." 
., 

-30-
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Se~~ice Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

INVESTING IN WEST VIRGINIA'S FUTURE 

~ 

The current vicissitudes of the stock market have brought 

forth Some highly colored language from uneasy investors and have 

inspired many to seek purchases of more stable investment instrunents. 

One likely prospect for such investment lies in the purchase 

of municipal and State bonds. With States and municipalities 

progressively needing money to undertake programs required to meet 

the needs of an expanding population, new bond issues regularly make 

their appearance on brokerage calendars. The prospects for choices 

of good investments, from among issues open to the public, vary in 

quality from the more solid (those with least investment risk) to 

those with increasing investment risk. Generally, the ratings 

assigned to these securities provide the prospective investor with 

dt a simplified system of gradation by which to measure relative 
'( 

investment qualities. 

As one authority, Hoody's Bond Ratings include a range of 

rating symbo 1s such as "Aaa", "A", trBa" , "C", and the like, an9 are 

accompanied by pertinent background information on the securities 

reviewed. "Aaa" ratings are given to bonds adjudged to be of the 

most sterling quality, with descending values listed in descending 

alphabetical order. There is also a wide variety of other informa-

tional material available to the would-be investor, offering an 

analysis of various bond issues and furnishing clues to investment 

C-qUa1ity and value changes. 

The quality of most bonds is not necessarily fixed and 

steacy over a period of time, but most frequent changes in ratings 
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c- are apt to occur Oil bonds of greater risk. However, a wise investor 

early learns that a watchful eye is one of his greatest assets, in 

attempting to invest profitably, enabling him to note quickly any 

changes in rating status or investment quality of his bonds. 

Within the State of Vlest Virginia, the assumption of revenue 

obligations by various official bodies has brought forward public 

offerings of a variety of bond issues. Included among these have 

been revenue bonds of State institutions, such as universities and 

colleges. Sales of some of these have made possible the construction 

I 

't'lJ]t 
of dormitories, academic buildings, and library facilities, as well 

as land purchases. Sales of other bond issues have permitted 

construction of municipal sewers and waterworks. Moodyl~ Municipal 

a:nd Government Manual currently lists "Aa" and "A" ratings as 

investments for many of these. 

As an added appeal to would-be investors, all bonds of the 

State of West Virginia, or its subdivisions, are exempt from payment 

of the State property tax. For West Virginians, there is additional 

merit in the fact that investing in West Virginia's municipal and 

![) (;, 
State bonds, issued to help provide for the State's growth needs, 

t is also investing in West Virginia's progressive future. 
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Senator Robert C. By~d 

THE STATE OF THE UN.ION 

The coming of a new year traditionally provides an anchoring 

point for impressive summaries of past national accomplishments and 

predictions of significant things to come. The major one" of course, 

is that delivered by the Nation's Chief Executive to the Congress, 

coinciding with its convening in January of each year. 

One vital" point which might appropriately be covered in such 

summaries is the need for Americans to do some soul-searching in 

, relation to the simple, old-fashioned, virtues of hard work and 

good quality of workmanship. 

Business leaders and conscientious workers and public servants 

'alike are concerned with the problems of sustained productivity in 

the U. S.--a productivity which, while being measured in terms of 

input and output, Gross National Product, increased personal income, 

raised standards of living, replacement demand, consumer credit, 

and similar economic indicators, can best be obtained through 

continuous, industrious pursuit of excellence in day-by-day work. 

In 1966, more people received more money for generally fewer hours 

of work" at a lower Federal tax pay, than in any previous year in 

modern economic annals. The American worker received the highest 

wage in the world for production of a greater over-all volume of 

goods than was produced in any other Nation in the world. ~ 

achieving this production, a tremendous treasure of new techniques 

and materials was utilized. 

Forecasts for 1967 generally promise a similar economic 

miracle. But this rosily projected picture does not reveal a 

certain growing threat to the Nation's financial equilibrium. A 

significant part of the past U. S. economic acceleration lies in 

the spiraling consumer demand, both at home and Rbroad, for improved 
.. 

products and better services. Yet in many areas of output, pro

d~ctivity is not keeping pace with the increase in pay. In the 

midst of high employment, there exist significant shortages of 

skilled labor, and the lack of sustained quality output in various 
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manufactured products has been increasingly brought to public at

tention. Recent Congressional inquiries have been instituted in 

matters dealing with the safety of automobile manufacture, drUg 

standards, and aircraft production. 

For sustained growth in the American economy} domestic and 

international confidence in the product of the American worker is 

an indispensable element. The economy of the U.S. may be likened 

to a racing engine, capable of operating at a full pitch of 

prosperity, which can grind to a jarring halt if sound, safe 

workmanship is not a regular part of its maintenance routine. 

Confidence in the ability of the American worker to turn out 

quality products and services that people need and want is one of 

.the cornerstones of America's economic might. There is·no 

sophisticated modern formula to replace good old American· IIknow

how" and "can-do". Only continued hard work to achieve excellence 

in every individual field of endeavor will serve. The state of 

the Union will remain sound only so long as this and other basic 

principles are recognized and adhered to. 

( 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 342, Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Volume VII - Number 1 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

TAXES FOR 1967 

January 6, 1967 

The old saying, "Only two things in life are certain, death 

and taxes 1.1, should not mistakenly be trans lated in 1967 to mean higheJ: 

taxes. Nor should a general climate of pressure for increased taxes 

be allowed to form, unchallenged, in over-reaction to fluctuations in 

the U. S. economy. 

For months a running tide of advice has surged forth from 

various quarters of the Nation, touting the advisability of an 

immediate tax increase. Increases in corporate business taxes have 

b~en urged. Dire consequences have been predicted if personal income 

tax scales were· not revised upward, effective for 1966, or beginning 

in the year 1967. Some theorists have justified urging a general 

income tax increase as a basis for directly returning a percentage 

of Federal income to state and local governmen~, to provide additionEl 

financing. Some have urged an increase to act as a brake on the so-

called run-a-way national economy, as the surest guarantee against 

inflation. Some have said financing the escalating cost of the 

undeclared war in Viet Nam demands it. Others r..'lve said the natione: 

commitment to long-range welfare programs, basic components of the 

Great Society, demands higher taxation. 

In late 1965, and throughout 1966, such statements regularly 

have been issued, often accompanied by dire predictions of heavy 

economic losses if positive steps toward general tax increases were 

not taken. As a counter-balance, other economists, supported by 

cool-headed financiers and practical qusinessmen, have counseled 

caution, pointing out that excessive pressure on business through a 

tax increase might cause an unhealthy leveling of growth. 

Thus, despite a mounting clamor for higher taxes, the judgment 
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of more restrained hegds prevailed; and, significantly, the year 1966 

came and departed with the Nation's Gross National Product (total 

output of goods and services)increasing, with the rate of employment 

up, and without an economic crash. Interestingly, voices now can 

be heard chorusing that it is too late for the Federal government to 

enact a tax increase in 1967 since such action was not administered a: 

a check to inflationary pressures many months earlier. 

It is perhaps difficult for the general public to wend its 

way through the complicated pro's and conls of technical discourses 

on economic checks and balances. However, observant citizens are 

( not likely to feel the Nation's economy is ailing greatly when they 

note personal incomes across the U. S. have continued to advance 

throughout the year 1966 although the exact opposite was predicted 

by pessimists. The most recent summary on personal incomes indicated 

the national gain to be about eight percent for the year, with 

West Virginia leading the Mid-South States in chalking IlP a gSiin 

of almost six percent. 

Based on this one powerful indicator alone (and there are 

many others equally persuasive), cuts in non-essential Federal 

spending 't'lou1d certainly appear first to be in order before any 

Congressional action to boost taxes can be justified. It is hard 

to believe a strong case of damage to the American e~onOITy can be 

made when the general citizenry is continuing to profit comfo~tab1y. 

At the present time, one might justifiably retort, when a tax 

increase is urged, ''Why rock the economic boat?". 

-30-
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January 13, 1967 

HELICOPTERS IN WEST VIRGINIA 'S FUTURE 

Any dedicated crystal-ball gazer, intent on peering into 

West Virginia's future, might well envision helicopters darting 

in and about the State. 

The helicopter, one of the earliest "flying machines", 

.. 

( formerly was edged out in general usage by fixed wing aircraft, , 

\. 

{ \. 

which developed more rapidly. Thus, until recently, few refine-

ments were made on helicopters, and noise and vibration continued 

as prime deterrents to the public appeal vital for underwriting 

commercial development. 

Currently, 75 percent of U. S. helicopter production is 

purchased by the Armed Forces, and the helicopter is enthusiastically 

considered by the Army as a welcome modern replacement for the 

Army mule. Military usage of helicopters includes a remote area 

refueling system, evacuation of wounded in Viet Nam, rescue of 

downed pilots on land and sea, observation and surveillance of 

enemy operations, deployment of troops, retrieval of downed 

aircraft, movement of heavy artillery pieces and equipment (up 

to 14,000 lbs.) and handling of enormous tonnages of military 

supplies. This tremendously expanded military ut~lization of 

"choppers" has given impetus to modifications and new designs, 

for special services which are in growing civilian demand. 

Many persons have urged inauguration of helicopter commuter 

• 
service as a partial answer to the Nation1s urban traffic 

congestion problem, pointing out that, since 1947, regular 

helicopter commuter service has successfully operated between 

airports and communities in the Los' Angeles metropolitan area • 

.. 
~~, 

~ ~II 
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In some U. S. cities, such as Chicago and New York, the Federal 
/ 

Government in the past subsidized scheduled helicopter operations. 

Last year Congress passed a bill to provide for scheduled helicopter 

service in the Washington, D. C., and Baltimore, Maryland, area. 

Also, the Post Office Department, in modernizing its functions, 

initiated selective usage of helicopters in speeding mail deliveries 

to and from airports and major metropolitan downtown post offices. 

The petroleum industry makes wide use of helicopters in 

construction operations, to patrol pipelines and transport men and 

service rigs. Mining companies use them to get men and equipment 
r 

t 
into and out of isolated mining locations. Helicopters are 

well adapted to air mapping, such as surveys for'power lines and 

geological mapping, and for crop dusting and spraying. The U. S. 

Forest Service uses them in pesticide spraying to avoid contamina-

tion of adjacent streams and pasturelands. Helicopters are 

replacing boats for use in the control of algae and weeds in lakes 

and reservoirs, and they are useful in fighting and patrolling 

forest fires and in traffic patrol. 

As a great advantage, helicopter landing facilities are 

relatively inexpensive and simple to construct. Many of the landing 

spots are just pads. 

Experts point out that Greenland (Denmark's possession 

off the northern Atlantic coast of North Americal now has as its 

public transportation service an all-helicopter airline which serves 

the entire country--a sort of flying streetcar system. Since much 

of Greenland's topography can be likened to areas of West Virginia, 

transportation specialists suggest that the Mountain State could 

propel itself fo~ard signif~cantly by similarly inaugurating 
., 

r regular intra-State helicopter service • 
.". ,-, .. 
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

WINDS OF CHANGE 

January 20, 1967 

Some Kremlinologists (the hard-to-pronounce term used to 

label persons who watch and weigh developments in the United Soviet 

Socialist Republics) are making cautious noises about happenings 

which they label "symptomatic tl of an approaching thaw in attitude 

toward the West. These political pundits cite instances which 

they assess to be evidential of their encouraging theory. 

They call attention to the announcement by the Kremlin, 

late in 1966, of big advances in wholesale prices to accelerate 

profit-earning, simultaneously promising not to cause cost-of-

living increases to the Russian man-in-the-street. 

They cite authoritative reports by aviation experts, privy 

to Soviet planning to construct a "jumbo jet" (a supersonic 

transport), that the first such aircraft in operation will be a 

Russian transport, rushed to completion not merely for the prestige 

of capturing a world "first" but for the hard practicality of 

attracting world dollars, both in cash generated by inter-continental 

tr~vel demands and from tourists traveling within the USSR. It is 

significant that major efforts have been announced by Soviet 

authorities to improve tourist accommodations in the hope of 

expanding Russia IS just budding tourism industry. 

The analytical Kremlin watchers point out that, in a 

giant capitulation to that most capitalistic of all symbols--the 

privately-owned automobile--the Russians are rushing to multiply 

car production, hopefully quadrupling native Soviet output to an 

annual figure nearing one million in the early 1970·s. Additionally, 

arrangements have been negotiated for a Fiat (Italian automobile) 

plant to be built within the Soviet borders, with a capacity 6f 
~ 

2000 cars a day. Yet only a few years ago now-deposed 
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Premier Khruschev decried private car ownership as a capitalist 

attitude, not appropriate to Soviet conditions. 

The Kremlinologists forecast that concomitant with the 

crash expansion of private car production and sales in the USSR 

will come demands for more and better roads. Already, a pressure 

program has developed to provide more garages. Astonishingly, in 

the Soviet Union, covering one-sixth of the earth's land surfaces, 

at present there are known to be only about 200 garages where 

travelers can secure car repairs. As one eye-opening example, 

in the major city of Leningrad, there are only three repair shops 

( - for the city's almost 50,000 cars. 

l -. .", 

l' 

The coming adjustments to the creeping capitalistic 

approach of profit-making and to the Soviet citizenry's more and more 

open demands for better, more modern living conditions, as 

symbolized by car-hunger, cannot fail to alter the social and 

industrial life within the Soviet Republics. With public opinion 

beginning to count and with profit-making becoming an important 

factor in Soviet planning, the rigid ideological hold of 

Communism is obviously being subjected to erosion. 

Whether or not there actually has begun to be a subtle 

transition from a political state of uncertain co-existence between 

the USSR and the U. S. to one of peaceful engagement, it is 

encouraging to note the outcroppings of signs of permeation.' of 

Western influences • 

. ft 
,~ 4. 
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CLEARING THE AIR 

The increasing gravity of America's air pollution troubles 

is generating urgent demands that the Federal government inaugurate 

a uniform national program leading to air pollution abatement. 

Critics allege that piecemeal efforts on local and state 

levels have represented hardly more than a beginning effort; that 

actually the Nation is little better off in its air pollution combat 

l, (position than it was a decade ago; that 135 million tons of pollutants 

are annually discharged into the.air over the U. S.; and that the 

present provisions of the Federal Clean Air Act of 1963, and its 

subsequent amendments, are inadequate to meet compelling national 

needs. 

In late 1966, the Secretary of the U. S. Department of 

Health, Education, and Welfare, in announcing the formation of a 

six-man Task Force on Environmental Health and Related Problems, 

warned that air pollution was one of the Nation's major problems. 

( The panel appointees were instructed to assess the long-range 

national needs (perhaps as anticipated through a period of fifty 

years) and make appropriate recommendations in a report due in 

mid-1967. 

This group of experts is now in the process of holding 

conferences across the Nation, seeking information as to individual 

State and regional programs and research efforts, and making 

inspection trips as well as doing Some i~dependent research. Task 

Force members are expected to visit West Virginia, and among the 

( things they will find is a growing awareness by West Virginians of 

the increasing incidence of lung cancer, emphysema, bronchitis, and 

asthma. They will ftnd that Mountain State-ers well realize that 

smog and air pollut~on is not merekY a problem peculiar to large 
: 

~ 
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metropolitan areas but one that affects small towns and rural areas 

( as well. 

They will find that West Virginia has a long-vested interest 

in combating air 'pollutants because of the crippling experiences of 

coal miners. They will find that West Virginia's coal industry is 

progressively concerned to contribute effectively toward reducing 

air pollutants which may arise from industrial and home usage of 

coal as a fuel. They will find that the State's educational 

institutions are alert to opportunities to advance research in 

developing anti-smog automobile fuels, in awareness of the U. S. 

(/ Publ,ic Health Service's belief that more than fifty percent of the 

U. S. air pollution is caused by automobiles. 

It is also possible that, at a practical, every day level, 

the panel will discover that West Virginia housewives are hoping 

that reduction of pollutants in the air will not only bring important 

health advances but will also be helpful to the family budget. As a 

matter of long-term experience, many homemakers have found that .'. 

curtains, upholstery fabrics, carpeting, and many types of clothing 

have suffered from atmospheric gases, air-borne acids, and other 

( polluting residues. And what West Virginia ladies have learned from 

personal experience has been given official accreditation by some 

research institutes. One such example, the copyrighted pamphlet by 

the National Institute of Clearning and Dyeing, in the 

Washington, D. C., Metropolitan area, reports that scientific 

experiments prove acid fumes in smoke cause weakening of fabrics and 

constitute one of the major causes of losses in curtains and drapes 

in homes. 

West Virginians, in common with fellow citizens across the 

. ( 
land, hav,e strong 'reasons for clearing America's air • .• 

" 
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U.S.-U.S.S.R. RAPPROCHE}ffiNT 

Current Senatorial hearings on a Consular Convention with 

the Soviet Union are serving as a launching pad for review of 

the general range of U.S.-U.S.S.R. relations and reviving the 

question of a ripening climate for U.S.-U.S.S.R. rapprochement. 

Among the aspects of this relationship likely to be debated are 

r expanded East-West trade, arms control, aid to backward nations, 
\. 

( 

( ( 

11:' 

and world population control. 

The Administration has expressed itself as desiring both the 

,Consular Convention and the discretionary authority to reopen 

certain avenues of trade in non-strategic goods with Eastern 

nations. This Consular Convention, proposed in form of a treaty 

between the U. S. and the Soviets, would offer additional avenues 

of prompt diplomatic access and support to citizens of each of 

these two Nations who may get into trouble while traveling within 

the territorial confines of the other Nation. 

As a much larger proportion of American citizens annually 

travel in the U.S.S.R. than Soviet citizens travel in the U.S., this 

treaty would, on its face, appear to be heavily weighted in. favor 

of the U. S. In 1966, the number of American citizens traveling 

in the U.S.S.R.--a total of 18,OOO--compared with a total of less 

than 1,000 Soviet nationals visiting this Nation, to result in a 

ratio of 18 Americans to 1 Soviet. Should the consular treaty be 

ratified, the State Department expects early thereafter to open 
,.~:, .. , ... ' 

an additional American consulate in the U.S.S.R., providing 
. J ~ 

~ . ' 

expand~~ facilities for protection of increasing numbers of American 
, . 

tourists. 

" c."' As a counterbalance of this worthy objective, a Soviet 

..A 
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Consulate would be opened in a major U. S. city providing similar 

( service fOr Soviet nationals and also offering an expanded base 

for Communist espionage in this country. While it is true that 

there would be an equal opportunity for increased intelligence 

activity by Americans in the U.S.S.R., given the closed nature of 

the Soviet society as contrasted with the free society of the U.S., 

the opportunities are less than equal. 

Opponents of the Consular Convention are further concerned 

because, under its provisions, Soviet consular offi~ers and employees 

would be given immunity from criminal jurisdiction of the U. S., 
r 

\ / with respect to both misdemeanors and felonies. These opponents 

believe that this extension of immunity is a prime objective of 

the Soviets, opening up the way to safe espionage and other 

subversion on the part of greater numbers of Soviet personnel. 

To chart a safe course between the advantages and 

disadvantages of changes in the present status of the U.S.-U.S.S.R. 

relations will require astute evaluation of the climate of the 

times. To assist in this evaluation, it is well to determine what 

indications may exist that the U.S.S.R. is indeed approaching a 

:c- point where some increase in contact is more advantageous than 

disadvantageous • 

.. 
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A LIFETIME OF PROGRESS 

The Statistical Abstract of the United States, published 

by the Department of Commerce, is a "mine" of information. As a 

former West Virginia coal-miner's son, it is probably natural for 

me to think of this handy volume in terms of being a ''mine'', for I 

regularly dig about in the annual editions for quick verification 

of helpful facts. 

However, the 1965 edition of this Abstract has given me a 

definite feeling of nostalgia. When I consider all the changes 

reflected in this standard summary of statistics on U. S. social, 

political, and economic organization, as compared with the era 

of my West Virginia boyhood, I find myself wistfully recalling 

those years of simpler pleasures and far less complicated existence. 

Back in 1927, forty years ago, I remember seeing my 

first radio, a sturdy set with earphones. It was on the occasion of 

the second Jack Dempsey-Gene Tunney prize fight, when I was in a 

IJv' gathering of perhaps 50 people in my community clustered ar~und the 

set to hear the fight. Because of my young' age, I was low man on 

t~~~ listening list, .and the fight was over before I got my turn at 

the earphones. By contrast, it is a common sight to see you~gsJ:ers 

strolling about the Nation's Capital City, carrying transistor 

radios 'and listening to their favorite "pop" music while sightseeing. 

And, acco~ding' to the Abstract, in 1963 there were more than 63 

million American households equipped with one or reore radios Rnd 

I 
Ie) 

more then 6: r~l:i~. with television. 
., 

As .to telephones, I remember my early experiences with a 
,-' 

'cumbersome wall instrument which was linked in a party line 

arrangement with those of a few other families in the county, each 

,. 



-2-

ostensibly answered only when a specifically designated system of 

rings came through, such as 2 long's and three short's. By contrast, 

there were reported to be more than 84,400,000 telephones in service 

in the U. S. in 1964. 

And the Statistical Abstract furnishes a real shocker to 

one of a rural-small village background, such as I, who walked miles 

to school and work and who owned his first car while serving in 

the West Virginia Senate in 1950; for in 1964, there were more than 

86 million motor vehicles registered in the United States. Today, 

also, our largely urban Nation numbers almost 198 million people 

with less than 6 percent comprising the farm population. Yet our 

population in 1918, the year of my birth, totaled only around 

103 million, 30 percent of which was farm population; and in 1934, 

the year I graduated from high school, there were approximately 

126 million Americans, 25 percent comprising the farm population. 

The population estimate for the U. S. in the year 2000, at the 

present rate of increase, is for more than 360 million people, with 

no accurate forecast as to what infinitesimal percentage of the 

populace will be farm oriented. 

And, speaking of people and their items of ownership, I 

l. sHall abstain from contrasting the outdoor vlumbing facilities 

.,. 

I I L·1 

j 

I 
I I . 

\ ' 

generally standard in my young days with the more than 50 million 

housing units having exlucsive use of one or more flush toilets 

in the year 1960. Today, American households contain approximately 

14 million air conditioners, 47 million washing machines, and 

15 million clothes dryers. Yet in 1927, the year in which I saw 

my first radio in my area of West Virginia, a clothes dryer was any 

stout piece of rope ~n the wind and sunshine, and the nearest thing 
• 

to a washing machine was a galvanized t~b'and a washboard. 
"';:. >" 

But ·time has marched along, ehd the Statistical Abstract 
~'Il 

provides me ,ith an effe<:tive yardstick for measuring changes in our· 
". ,.,' 

'~~" .: 

Nation during one lifetime--my own--which has not yet reached the 

half-century mark. 

• . t . 
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AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH 

The words "fuat is Past Is Prologue" are chiseled on the 

impoSing stone facade of the Federal Archives Building in 

Washington, D. C., the repository for our national records. 

Poetically phrased, this is a succinct analysiS of the value 

of our American llistory to our Nation--a summary of the truth that a 

knowledge of the growth and development of our free institutions and 

C ( their human values strengthens our ability to utilize these institu-

tions and apply these values to present and future needs and problems. 

The President has formally proclaimed February as American 

History Month for 1967, and the Congress has pending before it a 

Joint Resolution deSignating February each year as American History 

Month. This Resolution points out that the study of history not 

only enlivens appreciation of the past but also illuminates the 

present and gives perspective to national hopes and aspirations. It 

notes that Americans may well honor their debt to the creativity, 

~ wisdom, work, faith, and sacrifice of those who first secured our 

freedoms, and should recognize their obligation to build upon this 

heritage So as to meet the challenge of the future. 

In the belief that it is important to encourage a d~eper 

awareness in all Americans of the great events which shaped this 

Nation, and a renewed dedication to the ideals and principles 

established by our forefathers, the Resolution sponsors are seeking 

the continuing deSignation of February as American History Month. 

It is hoped especially that schools will establish a practice of 
-,., " 

l .... C observing this designation with appropriate ceremonias, thui{ 

increasing the r~ognition by young Americans of the value of. 

increased knowz.:7dge of our history and the principles which make 

our Republic great. 
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Schools in many of our States regularly plan trips for 

Cr students to the Nation's Capital City, so that they may view at 

first hand the operations of various Federal institutions and relate 

the processes of government today to our past. None of the places 

visited by students exceed in beauty and significance the Capitol 

building itself. 

One Congressman has said that the Capitol and the accumulation 

of the works of art in this magnificent building represent a paramount 

and most interesting portion of the history of the Nation, beginning 

with the laying of the cornerstone of the Capitol in 1793 by 

(( President George Washington. 

Young West Virginians visiting the Capitol will find a 

~ascinating array of art works, such as the "Statue of Freedom", the 

Rotunda frieze, paintings, statuary, and commemorative plaques and 

markers, and will take pride in locating the impressive seal of the 

Mountain State mounted in the Assembly Chamber of the House of 

Representatives. They will doubtlessly wish to relate the facts 

developed on tours to the part West Virginia has taken in the growth 

of our magnificent Nation, perhaps seeking out the marble statues of 

;( two of the State's early builders, finding that of Francis H. Pierpont 

in Statuary Hall and the one of John E. Kenna among eighteen situated 

'C 

in the Hall of Columns. Both of these dedicated Americans were able 

servants of their State during the early years of its formation. 

And all visitors from the State of West Virginia will 

doubtlessly wish to locate the seats assigned to their two Senators, 

to listen to their Senators and Representatives as they debate the 

issues of the day, and to watch as history is being made in the halls 

of '.Congress • 
.. 

(Senator Robert C. Byrd is a co-sponsor of the Resolution 

designating February ~f ~ach year as American History Year.) 

e • 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

WAR ON HUNGER 

Additions of new weaponry in the U. S. defense arsenal and 

changes in defense systems attract widespread comment and arouse 

national as well as international attention, and properly so. In 

any well-conceived defense program future requirements are anticipated, 

new weapons are constantly sought, selected items are contracted into 

production, and end items are effectively moved into supply channels 

for instant utilization. 

The same principles are applicable to another war, a global, 

c~aseless war, one which is as old as civilization itself--the war 

against hunger. And today, there is a growing realization that 

older, conventional foods, in naturally produced state, are inadequate 

in volume and kind to meet world nutrition demands. Scientists 

foresee the day when specialists will be required to study the eating 

habits, habitat, and nutrition needs of a people and then develop 

and produce ideal new foods for them • 

Today the average American sup~r-market shopper may well ask, 

'Why should we become so excited? What's the big rush? Statistics 

show Americans are eating an estimated 8,000\ or more kinds of food, 

and newspapers, magazines, and television programs indicate the food 

industry is developing ever greater diversity in products." These 

are indeed ture facts, and quite impressive; bu~ even more mind-

arresting because it is predicted that in the next ten years 

approximately 50 per cent of the food sold in the U. S. today will be 

entirely differen~, representing something close to a food revolution. 

The grea;ly increased use of a4ditives and preservatives, and the 
. . ..~ 

~ 

development of new products, wi-II be necessary to meet changes in 

mod~ of living and population .increases and shifts, and in response 

to technological advances. Researchers have predicted that, eventually, 



(-

( 

I 
\, , -' 

-2-

synthetic foods may form a substantial part of our national diet. 

Basically, however, there will always exist the human need 

for adequate nutrition. An arsenal of foods packed with nourishment 

must be available to protect the American people just as an arsenal 

of weapons is needed to protect them from military encroachments. 

And the U. S. does not exist in the world alone. Hungry 

people abaund in the underdeveloped countries, and inexpensive 

products with a high protein value and the virtues of long life and 

Simple usage are sorely needed. One likely prospect for great 

development lies in fish protein concentrate and in achieving a whole 

range of fish protein products. Scientists have also successfully 

researched methods of producing some vegetable proteins, for 

example, from oilseeds. One forecaster, only half facetiously, has 

predicted a greater future for soyburgers than hamburgers. 

The widening field of food processing, and the related field 

of research and development of food substances, offers prospects for 

expansion of commercial production and distribution of food products. 

West Virginia has potentials for industrial development along this 

line, with its suitability for development of commercial fish 

hatcheries, the presence of a container industry, the abundance of 

power sources, and the evailability of labor. It is possible for 

it to become a prime contractor for manufacture of nutrition weapons 

in the war on hunger. 

.. -
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

AUTO SHOW WITH A MOTIVE 

.ltdthet.f1rtl·f hatil~..,.o.:f spring, fashion shows burst out all 

over the American countryside. There are boat shows, ladies' fashion 

shows, flower shows, baby shows, horse shows, art shows, furniture! 

shows, sporting goods shows, ad infinitum. . 
! 
I 

All tbeae displays and viewings are designed to reveal trends-----4. 

in goods and appurtenances, in order to educate and titillate the 

(buying tastes of the American public. 

But the U. S. Capitol this year is going to have its own 

personal spring show--possibly one of the world's most exclusive 

automobile shows--designed to instruct and titillate the minds of the 

members of the 90th Congress. 

This capitol Hill auto show will athibit neither antique 

cars nor vehicles for docking and maneuvering in outer space. Instead, 

there will be available for inspection several models of electric 

cars, all without notable pasts but likely to have big futures. 

(They are being exhibited under the auspices of the Chairmen of the 

Senate Commerce Committee and the Public Works Air and Water Pollution 

Subcommittee. These committees are beginning joint hearings on 

legislation to promote the development of electric vehicles and to 

examine other alternatives to the internal combustion engine. They 

wish to attract the attention of their colleagues as they set forth 

to make war against the Nation's dirty air. 

In seeking weapons and ammunition to win the anti-air-

pollution battle, the Committees do not know whether or not the 

(electric car will prove to be an effective instrument of attack. 

They have been advised i~ a "staff" study hy the Federal Power Com

mission that short-range electric automobiles could become practical 

., 



=t 

- 2 -

in the near future and that these smaller, battery powered automobiles 

could make a major contribution where air pollution is critical,by 

replacing passenger cars and trucks the e~chausts of which are poison-

ing the air,and where urban congestion is reaching the saturation 

stage. 

But many problems must be solved before the electric car can 

become available in mass at a reasonable cost. A plethora of research 

must be successfully accomplished before it is possible to establish a 

technology capable of producing a long distance battery for pro-

pelling passenger vehicles, or otherwise developing a practicable 

method of automatically recharging an electric automobile system. 

It has been estimated that, in a decade perhaps, electric 

cars can be mass produced which will be superior in silence of 

operation and reduction in source of air pollution. The prospect for 

development of electric car usage has powerful implications drastical-

ly affecting the American public. A major benefit from mass ~age 

could be a less smoggy land, but economic difficulties are possible 

as a result of industrial interests in continued conventional car 

production and usage. 

It is not certain that Capitol Hill's spring auto show will 

be a trend setter, but it is sure to achieve one of its aims--it will 

titillate the minds of the show viewers and will alert the general 

public to the prospects of a change in the motoring landscape~ 

".,:,~. 
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u. S. BABYS ITTING PROBLEMS 

Ma~ch 10, 1967 

Changes in the mode of living in the U. S. are reflected 

strongly in crime and accident statistics. One area which has not 

previously been considered as generally involved in either crime or 

accident statistics has begun to receive increased attention by 

Federal, State, and local welfare and correctional authorities--that 

of teenage babysitting. 

Today there are considerably more than a million teenage 

babysitters, intent on earning spending money or ambitiously gather

ing stakes for purposes such as securing a higber education. The 

utilization of teenage baby sitters has become the answer to the 

American family problem of what to do \V'ith young children when mama 

and papa are away from home. Under normal ci-rcumstances this solution 

to the family problem of temporary child care is a beneficial, 

healthy, and enjoyable solution for parents, children, and teenage 

sitters. Nonetheless, this solution has itself given rise to other 

problems which are causing headaches to welfare and law enforcement 

officials, so m~ch so that the U. S. Dept. of Health, Education, and 

Welfare has issued a booklet entitled '\lli~n Teenagers Take Care of 

Children". 

This helpful booklet is, for the most part, geared to 

instruction on how teenagers can be better babysittcrs and how to 

avoid accidents, stating as a primary admonition, '~our main job is 

to watch the child". It reminds the teenager, "As a sitter, you are 

a pretty important person in the life of the child. He may watch you 

c;osely, and copy from you. Be sure you are setting a good examp1e.e" 
( , . 

. ~ \. It adds, ''The children in your care must be kept safe and away from 

~rm·i.. It instructs the baby sitter to get l:!!' writing from the 
f'. 

parents the phone numbers where the parents can be reached while away 

-
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and a phone number where a doctor can be located in. case of emergency. 

At one point, it humorously reminds young mele tW.:mage babysitters, at 

a stage in life when their appetites are nctor~.ously gargantuan, "If 

you have refrigerator privileges, try not to eat the parents out of 

house and home. Itls okay to make a sandwich, but don't eat the 

who Ie ham." 

But the booklet does more than thet. It outlines other ad-

monitions, in the hope of helping tecncge sit.ters and parents avoid 

certain proliferating hazards of the baby-sitting profession. It 

states to the babysitter, '~or your own sake it is important to let 

your own parents know exactly where you will be when you take on a 

(( sitting job. Also, they should know when they can expect you home. 

" 

.... 

Wherever possible, your own parents should ~et and get to know the 

new families for whom you sit. Sometimes people advertise for 

sitters in places such as schools and Y's. Alao, you sometimes run 

across ads in automatic laundries, supermarkets, or club houses. Be 

very careful when you answer such ads. Try to find out about the 

person who put in the ad. Neve~ agree to take a car ride with a 

strange person to the place where you are supposed to do your sitting. 

At night-time it is important to lock front and back doors of houses, 

and, in case a visitor comes, be careful to make sure who it is be

fore you open the door." It further warns that young female baby-

sitters should insist on being seen home by a responsible adult after 

a late Sitting job. 

It is regrettable thet the rising crime rates in our Nation 

make it necessary that these warnings must be interjected into what 

properly should be an innocent, open, and happy aspect of American 

family life. 
~, 

~ ... 
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PROSPECT OF MID-DECADE CENSUS 

March 17, 1967 

Plans are already under way for taking the 1970 U. S. 

popUlation and housing census. This ope:ation will likely mean the 

opening of a number of part-time jobs in West Virginia, as in other 

States of the Union, for the necessary period of activity. To ac-

complish the comprehensive task of census taking in 1960, a general 

pattern--establishing a separate census office in each of the 

Congressional Districts throughout the Nation--was followed, with 

workers filtering the facts into the office as a receiving station. 

Subsequently these compilations were transmitted to Bureau of 

Census headquarters in the Washington, D. C., Metropolitan area. 

For 1970, there is a good prospect that a mailing system 

may be used for taking the census in some of the larger cities and 

towns, such as New York, where established directory systems will 

make effective coverage possible. 

Many citizens, in thinking of the census, think only in 

terms of a population census. Actually, this mammoth census is 

now a population and housing census, and it is only one of a large 

number of censuses taken by the Federal agency. The schedule of 

major censuses regularly taken is: population and housing, once 

every 10 years for years ending in 0; agriculture, once every 5 years 

for years ending in ~ and i; with drainage and irrigation for years 

ending in 2; governments, once every 5 years for years ending in 

1 and 1; and manufactures, mineral industries, business, and trans-

portation, generally once every 5 years, scheduled in the future 

for years ending in 1 and 1. 

However, the "Big Cen~~s" is provided for by the Consti
.$1 

tution;. which directs that an enUItreration o~· the people shall be 
. . . 

taken'every 10 years in the manner in which the Congress shall 

direct, and was established originally for the primary purpose of 
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apportioning Representatives and direct taxes among the States on 

the basis of population. A population censl.1S has been taken 

decennially since 1790. 

Currently, the decennial census is expected to cover the 

number, location, and personal and family characteristics of the 

population, such as age, sex, race, marital status, place of birth, 

mother tongue of the foreign born, work status, occupation, edu

cation, mobility, and income. It" moreover, provides statistics on 

the number and characteristics of housing units, such as number of 

rooms, persons per room, year built, tenure, value or rent, vacancy 

status, water supply, facilities and equipment. 

Although the Bureau of the Census takes sample surveys of 

the population, income, housing, educational statistics, and related 

subjects for supplementing the decennially-gathered facts, it is 

beginning to be generally believed that the present time table of 

decennial census taking is outmoded and inadequate to provide the 

statistical information vitally important for progressive function

ing of the national economy and the related balancing of the social 

structure of the civil populace. As a result, sentiment is build

ing up for Congressional consideration of the establishment of a 

mid-decade census, and the introduction of appropriate legislation 

is momentarily anticipated. It would appear that, with the Nation's 

rapidly expanding population, and the multiplicity of changes and 

proliferation of problems arising from increased urbanization of 

the populace, there is a need for information from a nationwide 

census every five years to provide a firmer basis for enlightened 

Federal government. 

." ...' 
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AMERICA'S MARVELOUS TAX HERITAGE 

The United States, long labeled the melting pot of 

nationalities, has acquired customs from many countries of the 

world. It has also adopted divers social forms and governmental 

practices from older nations. English law, as a sterling 

example, is the basis for our American system of jurisprudence. 

Few people, hO't~ever, are aware that our Republic 

Hinherited" the system of levying income tax from the Italians. 

It was first imposed as a means of collecting revenue in 

medieval Italian cities. 

However, the practice of taxing personal income apparently 

did not win hearts even in olden Italy, for it seems to have 

lapsed for some decades, sporadically being used by an 

occasional principality to enrich its coffers. Thus the first 

generally important income tax was levied by the English as 

a war revenue measure during the 1798-1846 period, after their 

expensive troubles with their rebellious American Colonies. 

Independence for the fledgling United States of American cost 

the British heavily. 

Thus, despite continued expressions of distaste by the 

English wage earner, the British government imposed a permanent 

income tax on its populace in 1874, and today has an extremely 

heavy one, as any unhappy British taxpayer will testifY. It 
• 

was also during the latter days of the 19th Century that other 

European countries, as well as Australia, New Z . .,a1and, and 

Japan, adopted·income taxation measures, so that it has 
• 

become ~he preferred modern form of taxation. 

In the U. S., the first'income tax was imposed by the 

., . .... ,,' 
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Federal government in 1864, to help pay for the Civil War. 

However, it was not a popular measure and was shortly-thereafter 

discontinued. Reimposed in 1394, the income tax law was de-

clared unconstitutional on the ground that it was a direct 

tax not apportioned according to representative population. 

With the adoption of the Sixteenth Amendment in 1913, it has 

become a lawful element in the Federal tax structure, and 

despite gloomy April filing dates, it is doubtlessly here to 

stay, with the percentage of tax~tion remaining an important 

topic of discussion in almost every American home and business 

house. 

The U. S. income tax is a highly effective, albeit often 

highly lamented, means of taxation, yielding as much as 59 

percent of all U. S. governmental receipts in some years. 

As American citizens file their general income tax 

returns for 1966, they can take consolation, in ';paying uptl to 

Uncle Sam, from the thought that, based on personal income 

reports thus far for 1967 (shown for the month of February as 

cl~mbing toward an annual rate of $610 billion), they will have 

money rolling in from ~ still prosperous economy to replace 

any cash with which they may somewhat reluctantly part in 

completing current income tax payments . 

. ;11' 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Vol. VII -- Number 13 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

March 31, 1967 

AGRICULTURE RESEARCH IN WEST VIRGINIA 

From 1959 to 1964, West Virginia's farm acreage dropped 

from 39.3 percent to 34.3 percent of its total land area of 

15,410,560 acres. During that period, the total number of 

farms dropped from 44,011 to 34,504. 

This adverse change in the size of total f&rm oper&tions 

( ( in the State is only one of a number of drcmatic changes in 

agriculture which West Virgini&ns have witnessed in the past 

twenty-five years. Fortunately, some of the changes have been 

more f~vor&ble; and a number of these better changes can be 

credited to the development of a progressive ~gricultural 

research program through joint efforts of local, State, and 

Federal organizations. 

Farm organizations encourage and support the Federal 

government in improving and expanding farm research programs, 

( 
well aWQre that bal~nced agricultural research programs can 

make major contributions toward exp~nding markets, increasing 

farm income, reducing production and marketing costs, 

benefiting consumers, and reducing surpluses. 

Hopefully, appropriations underwriting agriculture 

research by the U. S. Department of Agriculture during the 

coming fiscal year, 1968, can be increased, aimed at improving 

methods of production, m&rketing, proceSSing, ~nd distribution, 

and at encouraging better quality and new and improved 

processes ~nd .products. 
( 1. 

Cu~rently proposed figures.for West Virginia indicate 

an increase of $50,000 for 1968, as compared with 1967, for 

" 
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the Agricultural Research Service, including plant and animal 

disease and pest control. The proposed appropriation for 

I 
f 

Cooperative State Research Service provides an increase 

of over $44,000 for the year. Incidentally, for the Extension 

Service, a similar increase is proposed. 

It is also expected that West Virginia will continue to 

participate substantially during FY 1968 in appropriations for 

Cooperetive State Research Service and Economic Research 

Service. 

In one important ~rea, rese~rch on improved marketing and 
(( 

processing of foods and food products, there may be a 

tremendous potential for development in the State. There are 

now only limited amounts of food processing activities 

occurring within the State. Included among these are some 

canned tomato processing, a little fish processing and frozen 

fish packaging, ,some apple product processing, and a small 

amount of fruit juice processing. There perhaps may be 

substantially greater opportunities for development in relation 

to the marketing end processing of poultry, livestock, and 
. , 

dairying products. It is noteworthy that Switzerland, a nation 

with topography much similar to West Virginia's has an inter-

national reputation for production of cheese and chocolates. 

Certainly, in West Virginia, as in other States, there is 

a need for more research toward increased efficiency in meat 

retailing, poultry processing, and in general farm production. 

The farmer, producer, and processor, need to earn a more fair 

return on investments. Otherwise, West Virginia may 

expect to see cori~inued decline in the numbers and quality' 

of its farms and agriculturally related activities. 

-, 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

~ 

Volume VII - Number ~ 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

A LIFETIME OF PROGRESS 

April 4) 1967 

The Statistical Abstract of the United States, published 

by the Department of Commerce, is a "mine" of information. As a 

former West Virginia coal-miner's son, it is probably natural for 

me to think of this handy volume in terms of being a ''mine'', for I 

regularly dig about in the annual editions for quick verification 

of helpful facts. 

However, the 1965 edition of this Abstract has given me a 

definite feeling of nostalgia. When I consider all the changes 

reflected in this standard summary of statistics on U. S. social, 

'political, and economic organization, as compared with the era 

of my West Virginia boyhood, I find myself wistfully recalling 

those years of simpler pleasures and far less complicated existence. 

Back in 1927, forty years ago, I remember seeing my 

first radio, a sturdy set with earphones. It was on the occasion of 

the second Jack Dempsey-Gene Tunney prize fight, when I was in a 

( gathering of perhaps 50 people in my community clustered around the 

set to hear the fight. Because of my young age, I was low man on' 

the listening list, and the fight was over before I got my turn at 

the earphones. By contrast, it is a common sight to see yo~ngsters 

strolling about the Nation's Capital City, carrying transistor 

radios and listening to their favorite "pop" music while sightseeing. 

And, according to the Abstract, in 1963 there were more than 63 

million American households equipped with one or more radios Rnd 

more thAn 6: clItion with televiSion. 

( 
As to t'e1ephones, I remember my early experiences with a 

cumbersome wall instrument which was linked in 'a paity line 

arrangement with those of a few other families in the county, each 
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ostensibly answered only when a specifically designated system of 

rings came through, such as 2 long's and three short's. By contrast, 

there were reported to be more than 84,400,000 telephones in service 

in the U. S. in 1964. 

And the Statistical Abstract furnishes a real shocker to 

one of a rural-small village background, such as I, who walked miles 

to school and work and who owned his first car while serving in 

the West Virginia Senate in 1950; for in 1964, there were more than 

86 million motor vehicles registered in the United States. Today, 

also, our largely urban Nation numbers almost 198 million people 

with less than 6 percent comprising the farm population. Yet our 

population in 1918, the year of my birth, totaled only around 

103 million, 30 percent of which was farm population; and in 1934, 

the 

126 

year I graduated from high school, there were approximately 

million Americans, 25 percent comprising the farm population. 

The population estimate for the U. S. in the year 2000, at the 

present rate of increase, is for more than 360 million people, with 

no accurate forecast as to what infinitesimal percentage of the 

populace will be farm oriented. 

And, speaking of people and their items of ownership, I 

shall abstain from contrasting the outdoor plumbing facilities 

generally standard in my young days with the more than 50 million 

housing units having exlucsive use of one or more flush toil~ts 

in the year 1960. Today, American households contain approximately 

14 million air conditioners, 47 million washing machines, and 

15 million clothes dryers. Yet in 1927, the year in which I saw 

my first radio in my area of West Virginia, a clothes dryer was any 

stout piece of rope in the wind and sunshine, and the nearest thing 

to a washing machine was a galvanized tub and a washboard. 
~ 

But time has marched along, and the Statist~cal Abstract 

provides me with an effective yardstick for ~asuring c·hanges in our 

Nation during one lifetime--my own--which has not yet reached the 

half-century mark. 

.. ~. 
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From the Office of United States S,cnator Robert C. Byrd , 
Room 105, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 14 

Byrd • s Eye View 
A Fub1ic Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

INFO~~TION EXPLOSION 

April 7, 1967 

People talk more and more of the population exp10sion--

predicting dire results, globally, uif something isn'~ done." 

But the information explosion offers fancier prospects for 

quick and easy worrying over trebling human woes. A good way to 

estimate how one's problems may become compounded is to tune in on 

the information explosion. 

As a recommended tuning-in point, pick up a sheaf of govern· 

ment agency press releases and begin leafing through them. One 

notes such items as the announcement: "Value of fish catch up, 

total landings down," and can only speculate as to how one can 

bait a hook to attract not just a common, ordinary, wet, smelly 

fish, but a silvery, lithesome, expensive one. Since obviously not 

too many fish are being landed, one's batting average--or more 

accurately, landing average--has to be high in value. 

In speed-reading onward, one encounters a question stated in 

another release, "\,1111 the schoolboy in the 1970' s come to class 

with a can of oil for the computer as well as an apple for the 

teacher?", and involuntarily recoils at the prospects of the havoc 

in ~he Natlop~s schools resulting from the combination of thousands 

of school boys and cans of oil. One can only be thankful that the 

computer age is also the detergent age, to prevent family washday 

problems from becoming monumental. 

Further along in the mounting stack of information handouts, 

one sees', "Indian money earning more interest 1a1;4!ly," followed by, 
':.: 
.~ 

"Interest rising in water for peace conference"~' The conclusion to 

b,l drawn from these pronQun~e~ts is tha t thex:e is good news today, 
". " :: ~ !' 

with several ki-nds of inter.est "up" somewhere" if not on Wall Street 
,. 

.,.~~ 
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And reading further along, one encounters in a several-page 

( . release the statement, liThe Nation's hot spots ••• have been out

lined on maps for the first time," and thinks, "Now we shall see 

which college campuses are next going to be the scenes of student 

beatnik demonstrations." Instead, in reading on, one finds the 

hot f;pots are identified as "areas of known geothermal energy, 

which are prospectively valuable and are not in a withdrawn status. 

All one can do with that information is to leave it with the ex 

experts. 

Hastening along, one reads a release with the solemn pro-
, 

I (., 
nouncement, "The junk auto disposal problem is nationwide in 

effect," and can only say to that, "Ah, hah! I noticed that! II 

But the next releases really cure even the most intrepid 

reader from perusing any more samples of the information explosion 

for some time. One statement declares, "This is the last in a 

series exploring the fac·e of America in the year 2000." It is 

followed by a related release discussin~ preparations for the 

21st Century. The emotion engendered from encountering these 

releases is one of frustration, arising from the vTish that some 

of the problems of the 1960' s could be f;olved now before ''Ie go 

" r nosing around for 21st Century challenges. 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

April 15, 1967 

MESSAGE TO EDITORS: 

On July 24, 1964, I sent to West Virginia newspapers 

a Public Service Column pointing out that, with our national 

defense and allied agency budgets totaling many billions of 

dollars, there is an imperative need for assurance of greater 

quality control by contractors doing business with the Federal 

(( government. 

. ( 

( 

I stated, with regard to our Nation's defense, 

reliability is an absolute necessity. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration's 

Apollo disaster has given tragic emphasis to my statements of 

three years ago. 

,., 
,( 

.,. 

Robert C. Byrd 
U. S. Senator 

, 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 105, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Nuc,ber 15 April 15, 1967 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Sena~or Robert C. Byrd 

THE TRAGEDY OF POOR QUALITY CONTROL 

The Apollo tragedy is an appalling recent example of a 

long and historically-documented need for ways of guaranteeing 

that contractors adhere to quality requirements when performing 

under Federal contracts. 

The Department of Defen.Je, which has a "sister" space 

( program to the operations of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration, along with its tremendous other operations, has 

long been perplexed with the problem of assuring that the maximum 

returns are obtained with defense dollars. Implicit in the term 

"maximum returns" is the factor of maximum safety in workmanship 

in components and completed products. 

From the beginning of Federal military procurement nearly 

two centuries ago to 1967's present commitment of American military 

might on a global level, some of the same quality control problems 

have cropped up. As quality control basically means avoiding 

mistakes and sloppy workmanship, it is easily seen that one of 

the major factors in quality control is ahlays the human factor. 

NASA's Apollo disaster, which resulted in the deaths'of 

three astronauts--Virgil Grissom, Edward White, and Roger Chaffee--

has pointed up, dramatically, the necessity for tightening up on 

requirements on quality of workmanship and products procured under 

all areas of Federal contracts. 

Throughout official reports on the Apollo probe, and re-
'" 

peated frequ~ntly in testimony",.before Congressiort~l Committees, 
lfI T ' 

~ na~. been a recurrent pattern ,of charges of numerous shor.tcomings 
,. ~. 

in Quality control in various aspects of the Apoilo program. The 
" 

", " 
pr~e contractor for Apollo, a West Coast aviation firm', ~is 

.~ 
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reported to have permitted deficiencies in the quality of its 

workmanship and carelessness in manufacture. In plain language, 

the general belief is that sloppy workmanship and carelessness 

certainly contributed to the deaths of the astronauts. 

When one considers the tremendous size of the proposed 

Defense Budget for Fiscal Year 1968--$73.1 billion out of the 

$135 billion proposed for the U. S. National Administrative 

Budget, or about 54 percent--the task of insuring quality control 

on all defense contracts seems staggering. 

Similarly, when one considers the space and aeronautical 

sciences budget for FY 1963, which includes approximately 

$5.3 billion for NASA and $2 billion for the Department of Defense's 

space program, a total of more than 5 percent of the National 

Administrative Budget, that, too, may seem almost an impossible 

task. 

But in light of tragedies such as the Apollo disaster, the 

reverse becomes true. The expenditures of these funds is too great 

to risk proliferating carelessness with all the built-in horrors 

of losses of lives and property which could result. 

The principle on which the Federal government should base 

its procurement practices is the reward of authentic performance 

and the discouragement and penalizing of substandard performance. 

- 30 -
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Room 105, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 16 

Byrd • s Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

MOUNtAIN STATE NEWSPAPERS 

April 21, 1967 

A lot of West Virginians will recall the various alphabet 

agencies set up under the Roosevelt New Deal during the depression 

days of the 1930's. 

One of these Federal agencies, the WPA (Works Progress 

Administration), had a Writers' Program which worked up an 

( American Guide Series. One of the best books turned out under the 
... 

... 

program (as any West Virginian would agree) was a guide to the 

Mountain State. 

One section of this solid little volume reported on the 

newspapers printed in the State, pointing out that, in the latter 

half of the 1930's, there were 31 daily newspapers, 121 weeklies, 

2 biweeklies, and 12 monthlies. Today there are almost the same 

number of dailies but fewer weeklies, perhaps due to the wider 

access to news made possible by radio and television. 

The historical report on the State's newspaper industry 

makes good reading. One is reminded that the Wheeling Jntelligencer, 

established in 1852, is the only West Virginia daily newspaper 

established before the War Between the States that has had,continued 

publication. However, the first newspaper published in western 

Virginia was at Shepherdstown in November 1790 under the name 

Potomak Guardian and Berkeley Advertiser. That news sheet is 
-~-~---.--

described by the WPA writers as having been printed on a piece of . ., 
paper 9 by 15 inches in size. With tlleold type, it ~ld ~ppear 

that once the newspaper printed its name there was little 'room left 
I!..;. 

for the news. But that newspaper name was lengthfly" outdone when, . ., 

a t the end of the 18th cen~ury, the Berkeley .!!l2 Jefferson County 

Intelligencer ~ Northeto Neck~t1aer~ed~' Perhaps its • 
name was too h~vy a burden for frequent type-sett:hig, for it soon 

J'!rr' 
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ceased publication. 

Other newspapers have appeared in the State which attest 

to West Virginians' rugged individualism. These included ~ Bye

Stander, .I!u! Rattlesnake, ~ Countryman, l'.h2 Compiler, Il!! Scion 

.2! Democracy, and.!b!. Log Cabin. At one time, Harpers Ferry had a 

newspaper called !h!'Ladies' Garland, one of the first papers in 

the U. S. devoted mainly to women's interest. It concentrated 

heavily on poetry and household hints. 

As another thing noted from this depression-born guide 

to West Virginia, news of heated political campaigns apparently 

a'lways has been given good newspaper play in the State, with 

editorial pages almost invariably dominating the pre-20th century 

papers. In those days, as now, the editors could be pretty pointed 

in comments for or against selected causes and personalities. How

ever, as one consolation in reviewing this aspect of ~lest Virginia's 

editorial leanings, while present day editorial policies, on 

occasion, may seem rough to hapless victims, the times now appear 

decorous compared to some of the earlier days. Then it was not 

unusual for strong castigations by editors, and between editors of 

rival newspapers, to result in physical combat. 

Very likely it all made good reading and aided cir-

culation. As the WPA writers made evident, West Virginia's 

reputation as a good newspaper State springs from solid roots. 

- 30 -
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 17 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

THE SUPREME COURT 

April 28, 1967 

Onehistory of the U. S. Supreme Court opens its 

narrative of that highest of American judicial bodies by 

saying, "The history of the United States has been written 

not merely in the halls of Congress, in the Executive 

offices and on the battlefields, but to a great extent in 

the chambers of the Supreme Court of the United States." 

Elsewhere it has been said, "In the largest proportion 

of causes submitted to its judgment every decision becomes 

a page of history." 

President Theodore Roosevelt once said, in describing 

the requirement for persons to be deserving of appointment to 

that tribunal, that potential Supreme Court Justices must 

be not only great jurists, but they must be also great 

constructive statesmen. 

It is the requirement for being "great jurists" which 

the American public is probably most concerned about today, 

at a time when there are prospects of more than one vacancy 

occurring in the early future. Presidential appointments 

will be needed, and the caliber of these may have a changing 

effect on the character of the Court. 

The Supreme Court should not be a hallowed entity, 

separated from the average American citizen and sheltered 
~,."" 

from the heat generated by tha.~problems of the man in tpe , 

,*.~"> street. The Court sholl:ld not be inhabited by abstract and 

"""' impersonal oracles, for the effects of their judgments upon 

contemporary American life often reach extraordinary , 



,. 

- 2 -

ramifications. To a great extent, the present social disorder 

( of our times--for example, the rising lawlessness--is 

believed to have been colored and encouraged by Supreme Court 

decisions which adversely affected the ability of local law 

enforcement officers to perform their duties. 

And it is a fact that a number of the appointments to 

the Supreme Court in our current era have gone to men without 

previous experience as jurists. Realistically, it is probable 

that one who has had lengthy experience as a jurist in the 

courts of our country can most likely weigh best the effects 

( of decisions which ease or restrict the administration of , ; 

~-, 
\ ,." 
, . 

justice. 

As one measure to control America's spiraling crime 

rate, appointment to the Supreme Court should be approached 

with a view to the selection of men with greater judicial 

experience. Although men of prominence and worth, but without 

previous judicial experience, have served well on the Supreme 

Court bench in the past, time marches on. The present days 

of increasing lawlessness in our city streets, require that 

ever greater measures be taken to provide effective tools to 

ccmbat the spread of crime. 

The understanding of the problems and intricacies of law 

~ntorc~went in our American society will most likely come from 

men whose careers have been developed where law enforcement 

is daily practiced and who have personal knowledge of where 

theory ends and common sense and practicability begins. As 

I recently stated on the Senate Floor J if we want really to 

come to grip~ with the wave of crime and violence sweeping 
~ . 

over the country, Qrt~ good place to begin is in the appointments 

to . .f~e u. S. Supreme Court:. 
• ',_ ,"0) 

, 
" 
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From the Office of United States Senatur Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 18 May 5, 1967 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED 

Americans have a picturesque symbol of authority--

a tall, be-whiskered gentleman, dressed in a stovepipe hat 

and striped pants--most generally depicted on recruiting 

posters in front of community post offices and county 

courthouses. 

Affectionately labeled "Uncle Sam", the keen-eyed 

old fellow is pretty generally taken for granted by his 

million of nieces and nephews, as is most usually the way 

with elder relatives. 

Yet good old Uncle Sam's lineal descendants inhe~it 

a special largess on being born or adopted (by naturalization) 

into his American family. This largess includes a range of 

protection which is so vast that most of Uncle Sam's living 

relatives never fully reckon its areas of penetration. 

Easily noted, it includes defense from alien 

encroachments, self government, a system of laws (better 

administered at some times and places than others) , 

opportunities at schooling, access to health services, and 

prospects for considerable pursuit of recreation and personal 

happiness. It also includes the satisfaction of adding to 

personal self-respect by contributions to national upkeep 

through payment of taxes. 

And Uncle Sam is persistent in seeking new ways to 

keep his growiRg family safe, healthy, and happy, and in 

pushing each succeeding generation upward to bigger and 

I 
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better things. 

Lately this avuncular guardian, thinking in terms of 

his growing family of relatives as a complex body of consumers, 

has plotted intensive action to keep some of the relatives 

from grabbing off the best of the family's inheritance, 

either carelessly or deliberately, to the disadvantage of 

others. 

He is looking into ways and means of solving consumer 

problems on prices, packaging, pesticides, quality, advertising, 

clothing and fabrics, appliance repair, product standards, 

warranties and guarantees, household safety, foods and 

nutrition, recreational items (including less hazardous toys 

for children), drugs, cost of health services, cost of credit, 

return on investments, adequate power supplies, and a range 

of products and activities which form the essence and stuff 

of American living. 

Uncle Sam's nieces and nephews, as consumers, purchase 

more than two-thirds of all the goods and services produced 

by the Nation. And a lot of disagreeable marketplace action 

takes place in the process. Moreover, a startling lack of 

shopping skill, plus the inability to buy with cash, and 

related factors, often handicap large numbers of Uncle Sam's 

nieces and nephews from getting what they most need to consume. 

Uncle Sam is first of all concerned that fraud and 

deception be limited. With the net financial wealth of American 

families having risen to $150 billion annually, he is concerned 

that a fair shake be.given to each consumer, so that eventually 

the old Latin.phrase "caveat emptor"--buyer beware--w.i.ll have 

less and less ~pplicability. 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF UNITED STATES SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D~ Co 20510 

( ( Volume VII -- Number 19 May 12, 1967 
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Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

RESEARCH FOR LIVE NOT FALSE TEETH 

Huge amounts of Federal funds are annually poured into 

medical research projects. Some of the major programs are of such 

vital importance that reports of progress are always highly publi-

cizede Among these are cancer and heart research. 

Yet others, not 60 widely known, offer some mighty cheering 

prospects for the hard working American taxpayers who underwrite 

these costs. One such program--under the direction of the U. S. 

Public Health Service's National Institute of Dental Research--

hopefully may some day bring great joy to the hearts of lnany 

thousands of Americans. 

This program--researching ways of implanting human teeth--is 

one which any wearer of artificial dentures, hridges, and similar 

oral appendages will want to watch, doubtless hoping some day to 

have another chance at teeth on a permanent basis. 

Many an accident victim, of sports mishaps or automobile 

collisions, would be ~r~~tly helped by access to tooth implants 

aftilr los~.ng te~th. Harty mothers have wept over children I s teeth, 

accidentally knocked out in childhood play. 

Now dental scientists are hard at work to discover how long 

a tooth, once out of the human mouth, can remain out and still be 

successfully replanted. They are seeking to determine what process 

is best for grownups and what methods work best for children, and 

whether an accidentally lost tooth, if recovered, should be kept wet .. ~ 
or dry, bot or cold, until the patient c~n get to his dentist. . ~ . 

. ~~ This is but one of the dental researc~.programs under way 

which optimistic 3cisntist$ believe will some day bring wonderful 

news for ever better, longer-lived teetho 
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And~ while admittedly opttmistic, as realists these scientists 

expect to have to find answers to a lot of questions first. These 

include an explanation as to why American women are more susceptible 

than men to dental decay, and why white adults are substantially 

more susceptible to such mishap than negro adults. 

Also, there is need for an answer to why persons with more 

education have more missing~ decayed, and fillad teeth than those 

with comparatively little educationo As an interesting fact, 

educationally, women with less than 5 years schooling have been 

found to have one-third less decayed, missing, and filled teeth 

than women with one year of college. Moreover, some correlation 

is needed to establish the reason for wide variations in numbers 

of persons with tooth problems in different geographic areas of 

the nation. 

Surprisingly for a country with the high nutritional level 

of the U. S., there is an average of only about 1 adult in 160 with 

a full complement of 32 teeth, none of which have been filled or 

decayed. 

A successful, practical means of tmplanting human teeth would 

be a medical boon that Americans would highly value. 

• 
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May 19, 1967 

POTENTIAL CRISIS IN GLASS INDUSTRY 

Glass manufacturers in West Virginia may well feel the old 

saying, "Take-one -step ,.forward a~<!drop back 0.10", fits the present 

glass tariff situation. 

In January of this year, the Administration terminated higher 

tariffs imposed in 1962 on the import of sheet glass, simultaneously 

with similar action on watch movements. 

That action has opened the door for foreign glass manufacture'l:l 

to pour their products into the U.S. market, with a certainty that 

there would be an adverse impact on prices. This drop in prices 

logically could be expected to trigger a chain reaction of reduced 

sales of U.S. glass, lowered U.S. glass production demand, and 

rising unemployment in the glass manufacturing industry. 

Administration action to roll back these tariffs reportedly 

was taken on advice of advisors with an eye on negotiations under 

the Kennedy round of trade agreements in Geneva, currently being 

( concluded. Thus, over protests from concerned members of Co~gress 

<. 

and the glass industry, glass tariffs generally were '!:'olled back 

to pre-1962 levelso 

In 1962, tariff increases were instituted to protect.the U.S. 

glass industry from the damaging effects of growing imports of 

cheaply produced glass products from abroad, for the U.S. glass 

industry has a built-in disadvantage in price competition with 

foreign manufacturers. Because of cheap labor costs and lower 

freight charges, foreign producers can sell at a lower price. 

As examples of the assistance given by the 1962 protective 

., ~riffs, glass duties in some categories of sheet glass were set .. " 

as follows: for sheets under 2 and 2/3 sq.ft. of surface area" 
, . 
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from .7 to 1.3 cents; for sheets over 7 sqofto but leas than 15 sq. 

(', ft. of surface area, from 1.1 to 1 9 9 cents; for sheets over 15 sq. 

ft., but under 16 and 2/3 sqoft., from 1.4 cents to 204 cents. 

Then in January of this year, the Administration order rolled 

back these tariffs, respectively, to 07 cent~ 191 cents, and 

1.4 cents. The import figures for the first quarter of 1967 protnpt·, 

1y forecasted the advancing flood. 

Import statistics reported receipt into the U. S. of 

36,504,787 1bs. in 1966, at a value of $10,663,007, for sheet glass 

of over 7 sq. ft., but under 15 sq.fto For January through 

( March 1967, the figures reported receipt of 10,453,169 lbs., at a 

value of $3,461,980 for that glass category. This reflects an 

increase of approximately one-seventh in volume. 

What is particularly notable here is the qu:J.ckly accelerated 

rate of increase. The President's termination order was only 

issued in mid-January. These import statistics seem to represent 

a virtual leap forward. 

The U. S. glass industry--especially vulnerable to imports 

from cheap labor countries allover the globe--Mexico, Japan, 

Europe--already has expressed apprehension over future developments~ 

In West Virginia, the debilitating effect of rolled-back 

tariffs and increased foreign imports upon the industry raises 

the spectre of some return to the distressing burden of unemploy-

ment borne in past years. 

- 30 -

1t. 

,. 

11 
" 



I 
( ( 

From the Office oftPnited itates Senator Robert C. Byrd' 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 21 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Sena tor Robert C. Byrd 

EVERYTHING t S UP-tO-DAtE IN MINING 

May 26, 1967 

Anyone apt to sigh wistfully for the good old days can 

certainly find a good opportunity to do so upon reading some of the 

la tes t U. S. mining news. 

Gone forever, apparently, are the colorful days of bearded, 

(
laconic, tobacco-chewing prospectors packing out into the dry 

( 
deserts and rocky U. S. mountains to seek their fortunes through 

mining strikes. 

The day of the burro,laden with flour, beans, fat-back, iron 

frying pan, and shovel,faithfully following some old codger seeking 

another strike, has vanished into the pages of American history. 

Lately the Federal Government has "fancied-up" mining 

operations with such scientific preparations that it almost seems 

DO t to be the same indus try. 

the latest word is that the U. S. Bureau of Mines will send 

( out research ships this summer, loaded to the deck rails with the 

most modern of scientific equipment, to prospect for gold on the 

ocean floor of U. S. coastal waters. 

The "researchers" -- note how the classification of 

"prospectors" now has given way to "researchers" -- will evaluate 

und~8ea deposits of this precious metal. they most want to find 

gold--which is one thing that is not new--but they want to find just 

as much of anything else valuable as they can at the same time. 

That, too, is a good old human want of long standing. 

C (But the practice of hunting for gold with ships, loaded with 

the most modern of scientific instruments, surely represents a giant 

step forwa:cd into the age of technology_,' 

i6.. 
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The Federal Government has other tricks up its sleeve for 

( moving the mining industry along to keep pace with tripling modern 

demands. It is awarding contracts for private firms to get out and 

hunt for minerals. To encourage domestic mineral exploration, it is 

participating with private industry to pay costs of exploration for 

36 mineral commodities. A major one of the minerals sought is 

silver. And that, too, is not new. Gold and silver, civilization'.s 

two precious metals, are dearer and more precious than ever. 

However, in case some adventurous individual still wants to 

try his hand at prospecting, all by himself, hopeful of keeping what 

( he is lucky enough to find, he can do so in Arkansas, at the site of 

North America's only known diamond deposit. There he can pay a fee 

to look for diamonds, keeping whatever gems he finds. 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

UNITED NATIONS CRISIS 

June 2, 1967 

The apparent inability of the United Nations to move quickly 

and effectively-~n a crisis as an instrUment 'for securing and main-

taining peace has been revealed once again, ominously, in the current 

Israeli-Arab confrontation in the"Middle East. 

The failure of the United Nations to foresee and forestall the 

belligerent actions of Arab elements led by President Nasser of 

Egypt is indicative of the serious immobilization of the organi-

zation. 

Public concern over possible U. S. military involvement is 

growing in ratio to the support of overt Arab ~ction by Soviet 

Russia. That concern has led to widening pressure within the United 

States for the Federal Government to take a hard look at the whole 

United Nations system, to which it contributes heavily dollar-wise 

in uaintaining U. N. operations. The criticism is not confined 

merely to U. N. Secretary U Thant's unilateral and overly pre-

( cipitous action in withdrawing U. N. peacekeeping forces from the 

disputed Aqaba Gulf area. It includes expressions of spreading 

doubts of the value of the U. N. as a world peacekeeping organization, 

as it is presently constituted. 

One suggestion to lift the U.N. from immobility was advanced 

some time ago by a special International Studies Group of Johns 

Hopkins University. The stud1 was undertaken by a group of experts 

in the field of foreign affairs, including persons experienced in 
," 

S~te Department opera,tions. The plan which was proposed has now 

(, 6':en taken off the shed and is being given mor~ serious thought . " ,( 

a,..a result of the Middle East crisis. 
, 

"', ;.n effect, the general study took cognizance of the fbpotence 
,f 
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of the U.N. under its present "one Nation-one Vote" policy. A 

plan for operating on a more fluid level was outlined. It involved 

setting up a permanent, professional, operational peace observation 

corps to help in patrolling the world's trouble spots. An estimate 

of the initial cost of organizing and operating a group of two-to-

three-hundred members of the patrol for the first year was set at 

$9 million. 

The study upon which the plan was based included surveys of 

dozens of incidents beginning under the League of Nations, almost 

five decades ago. It indicated that almost always, where time is 

(_. ( of the essence, delay is encountered because of the unwieldy, 

diverse nature of a huge world organization. 

A more select, easily deployed, and continuously maintained 

group to work on a continuing basis in spots where international 

troubles are indigenous would appear to offer a far better oppor-

tunity of warding off overt actions before a crisis reaches a stage 

such as that which the world is witnessing now in the Middle East. 

( '{ 

Further, in the hard realities of world politics, the group 

perhaps would be more likely to be responsive to the interests of 

those nations which bear the greatest burden of keeping world peace 

and, practically, pay the greatest portion of peacekeeping 

opera tiona. 

The plan well might be given more serious examinatiop. 

- 30 -

}' 
( 

• 

"-" .. 
,.. : 4,",: 

" .-

• iJII'!..' 



• 
i 

~. 
From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 23 June 9, 1967 (c 
Byrd's Eye View 

A Public Service Column by 
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KIDPROOFING THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME 

The good old summertime has been famed in song and verse. 

Often it is considered by school-age children as just about the only 

gOdd season of the year. The freedom from school and study, access 

to the local sw~ing hole or city pool, and the opportunity to 

explore new and different places, seem to be the basic ingredients 

(
- .". for carefree happiness. 

" Sadly, for increasing numbers of families, just such care-

free spirit among children seems all too often to carry its own 

built-in threat. 

Because common summertime hazards of swimming, diving, en-

trapment in unfamiliar places, and sudden encounters with moving 

objects are taking increasing toll in lives of happily summering 

young Americans, the U. S. Public Health Service has researched 

many of the summertime accidents to children. Its findings have 

resulted in an agency campaign to encourage parents to teach their 

( children rules of good conduct which will help insure their safety. 

The Federal agency noted as one of its findings a modernized 

threat to American children--increasing swimming fatalities among 

children traveling by car with parents on family vacations, with 

weekly recurrences of repormof drownings in motel pools increasing, 

The researchers have pointed out that the inadequacy, or 

lack, or protective barriers at ,many motel and hotel pools, the 

absence of close, alert supervision, .the carelessness of conduct 
't. ',. I 

aDbng the young, and the failure of parents to teach drowning pre

{- ( vention know1e.lge 'and skills. hav. all conspired to make motoring 
,f~,. 

vactions lead mo~ freqyently to tragedy. 

,~, 
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Parents wishing to offer their children the best assurance 

{ of living to have yet another good summer, and not merely enjoying 

in a too carefree manner a last summer, are cautioned to teach their 

children certain rules of good conduct during summer fun. 

These rules include obeying commensense rules of swimming 

and diving safety; avoiding rough, thoughtless horseplay in and 

around pools and natural hazards, such as rocky and mountainous 

areas; never swimming alone; never exploring unknown places without 

a guide or responsible adult; avoiding heedless walking and riding 

(, in streets, alleys, and on highways; exercising care in approaching 

animals and handl1Dginsects; and using restraint in accepting 

( 

over-exhausting challenges of strength or endurance. 

Caution and commonsense in summer fun are indispensable 

ingredients for a good summer for American families, and teaching 

children the rudiments of safety is the best way to "kidproof" 

the summertime. 
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AVOIDING LEGAL ENTANGLEMENTS 

June 16, 1967 

There is an old saying, "He who acts as his own counsel has a 

foo 1 for a lawyer. II 

As is true of many old sayings, there is a hard core of fact 

in this one. The average American adult is unlikely to be equipped 

( with the knowledge and experience necessary to protect his personal .. 

• 

interests unaided in a court of law, so vast is the constantly ex-

panding range of legal statutes. 

As just one example of the sheer weight of legal fact which a 

person unskilled in the law could face in court action, it was re-

ported that the distinguished J\\dge Learned Hand, at the time he 

concluded 50 years on the Feceral bench, had written close to 2,000 

opinions on nearly every conceivable subject from maritime liens to 

income taxes, from banks and bank:I.n.g to naturalization and citizen-

ship, from labor to trademarks. These are to be found in more than 

three hundred volumes of the Federal Reports. -
On the other hand, it is poss!.bl.e to acquire certain knowledge 

which will help the average individual to make wise decisions and to 

take informed actions which will help keep h~ out of legal en-

tanglements. 

With the multiplicity of Federal programs, some of which af-

fect almost every citizen at some point of his activities, there is 

a ready source of general information available to all. One may 

, write to an appropriate Federal agency for information on a specific 
\-
~ subject or otherwise contact a Federal department for leaflets and 

brochu~es which are greatly helpful in supplying general information t, and, often, specific guidance in specialized operations. 
:~'. .'. 
Ii 

I~ 



" 

- 2 -

One group of leaflets familiar to a great many West Virginians 

, are those issued by the Social Security Administration. These are 

excellent sources of information on questions puzzling recipients as 

to their rights for disability, retirement, and dependency benefits. 

Veterans involved with home and farm loans can secure advice and 

guidance through the Veterans Administration. 

Farmers have access to information on property damage, crop 

losses, and loan entitlements through ~,e Department of Agriculture. 

Often more than one agency will have representatives avail-

( able to assist in advising residents of rights and requirements under 

certain programs. An excellent example of this is the close working 

\ 

\ 
"",", 

• 
,,' 

relationship between the U. S. Department of Agriculture's Soil 

,Conservation Service and West VirginIa's St2te representatives in 

development of watershed projects, where property rights are involve~. 

The Deparl~ent of Lebor often can provide assistance which 

forestalls legal action involving labor anJ unemployment claims; 

and the Childrens' Bure&u of the Doparenent of Health, Education, 

and Welfare provides mUltiple services to mothers and children and 

tries to help juveniles not to be delinquents. 

In gist, American Cl.tj.zens have at hand a first line of pre-

vention of some legAl entanglement.:: '!'hey may seek infor.rntion of 

Federal Departments and age\1~ies having jurisdiction in the areas 

where their interests lie. And they should do so, and thereafter 

faMiliarize themselves with regulations and provisions likely to be 

applicable to their fu.ture CirCUTJlstances. 

., ..., 
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( 

WEST VIRGiNIA WEEKLIES MIRROR STATE· GROWTH 

Experts in the news field have said that West Virginia has a 

press which will rank with that of any State in the Union, if popu

lation is taken into account. 

A large portion of this credit certainly goes to- the Mountai~ 

S~tels weekly newspapers. They have been faithful reflectors of 

the State's growth,· its creation 8S a separate political body, and 

its subsequent maturity. 

The weeklies, in general, bad their origin because the political 

" evolution within the State of its various counties created the need 

for news from the local seats of justice. As new counties began to 

be formed, from the 1830's onward, legal and official notices re

quired publication. New businesses were attracted to the county 

seats, advertising revenues helped to make publication profitable, 

and by the outbreak of the Civil War and the formation of West 

Virginia as a State, almost every county had a weekly newspaper. 

The oldest newspaper in the State of West Virginia, continuously 

publishing and still operating, is a weekly -- the Spirit 2£ Jeffersop 
- I 

• (Farmers) Advocate. Firmly established in 1844 in the eastern pan

handle, at the Jefferson County seat of justice--Charles Town--it has 

been an excellent prototype of the development of weekly papers in 

the State. Political thought was naturally more advanced in the 

earlier-developed eastern panhandle, so that it was logical that a 

weekly would first spring up in that section of the State. 

With the population growth in the central and western Allegheny 

regions of what is now West Virginia J new counties- began to be formed. 
". . 

~Their ~un" ,,'eats ·of justice became centers of transpor_tation and 
( : ', ~ '1 

'. ,,;commer~. and, served to generate news of inteJ;est to r .. sidents in the 

surrounding cOuntryside. Ih! Wellsburg Herald, in Brooke Cou:nty, ...... 

. ,,~ . 
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is a good example of the manner in which growing population, ad-

(~ vancing transportation, and developing political thought served to 

inspire the establishment of a newspaper. Founded as a weekly in 

late 1846, it has during this century moved over to the ranks of the 

daily newspapers. 

( 

i 
i 

The story of West Virginia's weekly papers is colorful. 

Typically, they have been one-man publications, with the 

publisher in the past performing all the chores--news-gathering, 

writing, editorializing, printing, and delivering the newssheet. It 

was a common sight to see an editor mounted on his horse, saddlebags 

loaded with newspapers, making his rounds weekly among scattered 

subscribers. It is said that subscriptions were often paid for 

under a barter system, with one of the best examples of this 

. operation reported as that conducted by the editor of the short

lived Monongalia Chronicle. It is said that he accepted a wide 

variety of produce for copies of his newspaper, including flax, bees-

wax, wool, feathers, tallow, and corn. 

West Virginia's weeklies, and the editors of these weeklies, 

have well served the State and continue to do so. Quite a lot of 

work and worry have been their lot in insuring survival to the 

4 present more modern era of news publication. 

( , 
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Senator Robert C. Byrd 

WHAT MAKES( NEW~ 

The United States, as a Nation with a press unmatched any-

where else in the world, has a good many capable persons constantly 

busy answering the big question, ''What's the news today?" 

And in providing the answer, a lot of assessing must be done 

to determine what makes news. 

To varying degrees, present day newspapers provide reports on 

foreign affairs, international events, actions by the Federal and 

State governments, expressions of editorial opinions, and assorted 

special items such as advice to the lovelorn. 

But most newspapers which stay in operation very long must 

provide a substantial quantity of local news. The average, very 

human, American newspaper reader wants to know all about what 

touches him in his tmmediate surroundings. This includes obituaries, 

~ wedding announcements, civic events, and a whole range of local 

c. 

I:" 

happenings. 

Looking back over Vlest Virginia newspapers published in past 

decades, one notes a fascinating range of topics as reflections of 

local interests. 

In the early 19th Century, West Virginia newspapers carried 

little advertising but were really strong on announcements. They 

announced the candidacies of local aspirants for public office. 
~. 

Th~Y:'announced the sale of private property. They announced rewsTds 
. 

for runaway slaves, and a review of some of the amounts offered as 

r~ards--one cent to three dollars--provides a real shock to_persons 

accustomed,to current higb cost-of-living prices. 

~:'.:\ 
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In the early half of the 19th Century, Mountain State news-

( papers frequently reflected strong lO.cal opinions against imbibing 

strong drink, by reporting fully and often temperance movements, 

meetings, and stories of dire happenings to drinking men. And it is 

noteworthy that this was nearly a century before enactment of pro-

hibltion in the U. S. 

Frequently, W. Va. newspapers refected a high degree of 

religious activity in local areas, with some almost earning labels 

of "religious" papers through their faithful reporting of religious 

activities. One paper in 19th Century W. Va. became noted for its 

I ' 
! l 

constant recital of n~qs on sugar beet planting and the manufacture 

I 

~ 

of silk, thus reflecting local efforts to build up these industries. 

One early 20th Century W. Va. newspaper became known for its 

. repetitive headlining of nCl'1S of poor mail delivery in the area, 

obviously reflecting the disgruntlement of local citizens with the 

Federal postal system. 

During the Civil War years, newspapers accounts of recruiting 

for military service on the local level, and reports of military 

achievements of the local soldier boys, proved that then, as now, it 

is the local hometown boy the homefolk want to know about. 

Modern changes in the newspaper trade still have not wrought 

much change in what the local citizens consider to be prime news-

their communities, their neighboys, and thems.elves. 
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July 7, 1967 

U. S. POULTRY STARS IN EXPORT DRAMA ., 

The American chicken may yet become an international figure 

attracting considerably more news attention than any fine-feathered 

jet set member of international society. 

The story of the U. S. assault on the poultry markets abroad 

is about to begin its third phase. Phase one had its beginning in 

1956 with a concerted effort to davelop a worldwide poultry market. 

So successful were the efforts of U. S. poultry producers that 

( ( within a few years this export development was labeled "the U. S.IS 

outstanding success story in developing a new market abroad." 

( 

( 

Since then, the drop from the pinnacle of poultry export 

sales success of 173 million pounds in 1962 to a current loss of 

$46 million in market sales annually has made it necessary for 

poultry growers to rip off that titling and toss it in the trash 

can. That dramatic drop was the climax of the second phase of 

action in U. S. poultry export selling, with sales to West Germany 

occupying a major role. 

Under a U. S. export program which got under way in 1956, 

West Germany became an excellent market for U. S. frozen poultry. 

German chicken eaters were enthusiastic buyers of the U.S. chilled 
'. :' 

birds. From sales of virtually nothing in poultry products.' in West 

Germany prior to 1956, the market opened up to absorb millions of 

pounds of poultry products, including 152 million pounds of frozen 

poultry in 1962. This was made possible through gradual removal of 

West German export levies on U'. S. pOUltry products, unde. pressure 

from chicken-loving citizens. Then in 1964,~the European Economic 
'.' 

Community (EEC)--composed of a grouping of major European Na~ions, 
( , ., . . 

including West Germany--instituted a complicated system of levies 
""," . 

.;. . , . 
.. tid charges which acted as"',a brick wall in blocking U.S •. pou}..try . 

imports. West Virginia~.poultry growers will recall vividly the 

news stories of the "Chicken War." 
,~. 
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Again using Viest: Germany as an eJ~ample, in 1962, the German 

poultry consumer could buy U. S. poultry by paying a 5-cent-a-pound 

import duty. In 1963, the total import fees were jumped to 13 cents 

a pound, a highly excessive rate. Obviously, U.S. poultry at 

43 cents per pound could not sell competitively with European-grown 

poultry. The sudden drop off in the poultry market hit the 

American bird producers hard, as West Virginia poultry raisers can 

unfortunately testify. 

Now another act in the U.S. poultry export story is un-

folding. This third phase of the poultry saga involves the yet 

unanswered question of the effect of changes in tariffs within the 

U.S. and among those foreign countries which are signatories of the 

new trade agreements reached under the Kennedy Round of Trade 

Negotiations just completed in Geneva, Switzerland. 

U. S. tariffs on imports from abroad were generally cut by 

approximately 50 percent. It is not yet fully apparent what 

reciprocal cuts may have been made by other Nations, but it is 

stated that, overall, the results with relation to removing 

barriers to U. S. agricultural exports were considerably more 

modest than originally hoped. 

It is feared that, in translation, this may boil down to 

mean that U. S. poultry producers'catll10t expect to recapture the 

lost European chicken sales market and may have to look elsewhere 

for a better future. 

*: 
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U. S. POOLTRY EXPORT FUTURE 

July 14, 1967 

The importance of the Kennedy Round of Trade 

Negotiations economically to.the'United States cannot be 

overestimated, and West Virginia will receive its share of 

the effects, good or bad. 

( ( 
The years ahead will answer the question of how 

wise were the terms of the negotiations, now concluded at 

Geneva, Switzerland, which the U. S. accepted. However, 

American poultry producers very likely cannot wait around for 

a full assessment with regard to U. S. export sales of poultry 

and poultry products but possibly need to seek markets 

elsewhere than Western Europe. In so d.oing, they may wish 

to examine prospects for increasing sales to Canada, Japan, 

and the Central and South American countries. 

As for West Virginian poultry producers, they ere 

( naturally concerned over future poultry export sales, because 

of the economic importance to them. West Virginia, A~ a good 

poultry producing State, is grouped in a region of··:~.·;:es 

which is currently providing about 39 percent of the pou.itry 

export products of the Nation. 

OVer all, U. S. poultry and egg exports for 1966 

totaled about $90 million, a four percent increase over 1965. 

However, poultry meat sbowed a decline, with exports of U. S. 

baby"~'chicks and hatching eggs .. !accountinl'for the increase. 

C. <. ;.But, hidden by ~his export saies figur~, 1s the blow to U. S. 

export health ,shown by the' fall in West. German ,imports from . 
more than 70.3 million pounds in 1965 to 55.5 million pounds 

(l 
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in 1966. The sharp gains in the Japanese and Italian 

markets were all that kept the situation f~om undergoing a 

disastrous deterioration. 

A break-down in the total volume of exports of 

poultry and po~ltry products for the most recent period 

available, FY 1965-l966, reveals U. S. poultry exports for 

that period included 202 million pounds of poultry meat, lO 

million dozen hatching eggs, 34 million day-old chicks, and 

2.5 million pounds of egg solids. 

Who bought these items is the next question in 

analyzing market demands to determine where good sales 

prospects lie. For the period from December 1965 through 

November 1966, Canada purchased almost 8 million baby chicks 

from the U. S.; over a quarter of a million turkey poults; 

4.6 million live head of poultry; approximately 3 million 

young roasters, broilers, and fryers in fresh, frozen, or cut 

up form; l.2 million frozen turkeys; and substantial other 

quantities of poultry in other categories, such as processed 

food forms. 

During that same period, the Dominican Fp';"lblic 

bought 4.2 million baby chicks, Mexico bought 2 mi·i.:·:.:1, and 

Japan purchased almost 2 million. Chile bought almu~~ 5 

million whole poultry, cut up in parts for shipment; and Japan 

likewise purchased almost 9.2 million chickens and broilers, 

whole, or in cut-up parts. 

Obviously, there is a rising demand in many areas 

.~ of the world for succulent U. S. poultry. With luck, good 
"~ ... , ~ 

, .planning, and bard work, poultry growers may be able .to con-
·t· 

'''' . vert the; 'IhP'lnd of chickens cackling in their sheds into the 
,,1Iir 

future s~d of cash regi~ters ringing up profits from 

. ,. '-"n~ lP~tPTl'I i.n foreign lands. .. 

" 1": ., 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 28 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

July 21, 1967 

CHOOOING SUBJECTS FOR U. S. POSTAGE STAMFS 

Anyone inclined to point with pride or view with alarm 

could find good material for taking either position when 

reviewing current activities in the U. S. postage stamp issue 

and sales program. 

One could well point with pride and pleasure to the 

neighborly canadian invitation to the United States to provide 

issues of U. S. postage stamps, including its canadian 

Centennial Commemorative Stamp, for sale to visitors at 

MOntreal's 1967 Expo (World's Fair). One could point with 

pride to the report by the Post Office Department's Philatelic 

Sales Unit that it handled 83,651 orders in FY 1965-1966, with 

a value of $2,129,088, which advanced to a total sales volume 

of $2,605,054 during FY 1966-1967, the fiscal year just ended 

·on June 30. 

Philatelic sales, incidentally, are not just plain 

everyday sales of postage stamps for licking and sticking on 

the letters going to Grandma and Aunt Jane filling them in on 

the family news, or for sending in the payments on the washing 

machine. Philatelic sales are the ones made to stamp collectors 

who are not nearly as concerned with communicating through the 

U. S. mails as they are in hoarding a treasure trove of stamps. 

Thus, one can point with pride to the Post Office 

Department's ingenuity in 8uccessfully promoting that portion 

of its stamp sales program. Every dollar gained in ~les revenue 

C ( ~is certainl;~~'badlY nee.ded to help counterbalance the Federal 

~ostal system's perennially growing deficit. , 
.,' 

But one can equally as appropriately view with alarm a 
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few of the choices of subject for recent postage stamp issues. 

Without becoming involv.ed in any discussion of the pros and 

cons of artistic values of some of the recent stamps (and there 

have been some rather startling looking ones), there have 

certainly been some controversial subjects chosen for memoral

izingin postage stamp form. 

\ 

One decision which resulted recently in the issue of a 

Henry David Thoreau stamp would be open to some viewing with 

alarm. Thoreau, long known to high school students of American 

literature as an American writer whose writings they must study, 

bad a thoroughly anti-social personality. He publicly lambasted 

the Federal government, refused to pay taxes because of his 

dislike for civil authority, strongly advocated civil disobedience, 

and reviled both the U. S. press and elected public officials as 

"evil". 

One might especially view with concern the selection of 

this subject for commemoration if it were realized that the 

police forces of the U. S. have never had a stamp issued in 

recognition of their long and faithful service to the citizens of 

our Nation--that their devoted and self-sacrificing years of 

efforts to preserve law and order in the Nation's communities bave 

not yet rated them a place on a U. S. ,postage stamp. 

Yet such a proposal is even now languishing in P.ost Office 

Department files. 

Yes, one might well view with some alarm a national 

climate which apparently makes it a better choice to issue a 

Federal postage stamp commemorating a contentious personality, a 

man who advocated certain questionable private practices and open 

civil disobedience, than to so honor the members of our Nation's 

police forces. w~o have dedicated their lives t~the protection 

of their neighbors and the preservation of civil law and order. 
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From the Office of United States Senator ~obert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 29 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

MEDICARE 

July 28, 1967 

No Federal program has been the subject of more 

lively discussion during this past year than the medicare program. 

This is easily understandable when one reads some of the statistics 

on the scope of operations during medicare's maiden year. 

As one startling illustration, the Social Security 

(C- Administration reported that it received 25 million bills for 

medical services--primarily for physicians' services--under the 

voluntary medical insurance program. It paid out $640 million 

under that seme program. Currently the volume of bills is running 

at a rate of 700,000 per week, which would increase the second 

year's total to 36.5 million bills, if the rate is sustained. 

, 

As another example, there were 5 million admissions 

through Federal medicare, involving about 4 million people, for 

inpatient hospital services during this first year. A total of 

$2.4 billion dollars was paid to hospitals for these services. 

According to the Social Security Administration, this did not 

represent a vast number of older people rushing to the hospitals 

for free care under medicare, but represented only a rea~onable 

10crease 10 hospital use. 

When one considers that over 90 per cent of the 

older people of the Nation have signed up for the voluntary program 

covering doctor's bills, and about 97 percent of the general 

hospital beds in the country are covered by the program, this does 

( I not seem, according to the Social Security Administration, to be 
~~' 

an excessive traffic in medical care. 

" 
The analysis of the medicare program operations by 

~'ff ' • .. .. 
, . 
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competent authorities has, however, pointed up some major 

administrative problems under the provisions governing outpatient 

benefits and, to some extent, in the provisions governing 

diagnostic X-~ay and laboratory procedures for inpatients. It is 

possible that Congress may be able to improve these areas of 

program operations by appropriate legislation, and the matter is 

under study. 

Another area which is due for reexamination is 

rising health costs. Federal conferences and studies have 

started search for some means of achieving a moderating influence 

on climbing medical costs. However, these cost increases are not 

alone due to the institution of the medicare program. As analyzed 

by reliable authorities, medical costs have climbed at a rate of 

8 per cent annually. In 1962, an average hospital stay cost 

41.2 per cent over the 1957 costs. During 1966, a hospital room, 

on the average, cost three times as much as it did in 1946. 

It is important, also in analyzing rising medical 

costs, to realize that complex and immensely technical equipment 

costs sums which are astronomical to consider. Also, new drugs, 

secured perhaps through years of non-income producing research, 

are often vastly expensive when they reach the drug market. 

But the cheering point to the entire medicare picture 

is that, while better health care generally is being ma~'e 

available to the entire American public, the older people among 

our poPllace, who need it the· most, are having it made available 

to thea, through the Federal government's medicare program. 
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'From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 30 August 4, 1967 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

THE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE U. S. APPLE 

When one hears talk of tariff reductions and trade negotiations 

imports and exports, and balance of payments and gold flow, one does 

not immediately think of apples innocently lying in a fragrant 

~llow state in fruit bins and market stalls around the world, or of 

g1istening rows of jams and jellies on pantry shelves of homes of 

lD8ny nations. 

But the fact is that the good old U. S~ apple has reached 

~ position where it is packing an extremely effective wallop in the 

fruit export market. It can be bought and munched in many parts of 

the globe far removed from its native U. S. fruit tree. However, 

in its position as a well-flavored competitor for world favor, it 

bas to take return knocks as the flow of supply and demand affects 

its sales position. 

U. S. apples have had a golden day of heavy export demand, 

and may yet again. It is unlikely, however, that the coming market 

year will provide another such sales peak as occurred last year, 

because two European countries--Italy and France--are bidding fair 

to have recor~ large dessert apple crops. France's Golden pelicious 

apple may end up the winner in the international apple sales 

competition this year. If so, U. S. apple growers can look back on 
. 

their tremendous record for 1966-1967 when they exported 6.1 million 

bushels of apples, an increase of 27 perce~t over the previous year. 

This is the largest volume moved by the U. S. in over a quarter of 

a century. 
" 

,."", 

:/ : 

'~ Who buys U. S. apples, either fresh or pro~essed, other .;:tIA 
... 

tlutu'American .fruit-lovers? 

The major gainfn purchasers in 1966 was in Western Europe • 

. '"! .. 
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This happened chiefly because Mother Nature was less than kind 

to the apple crops in Argentina, Sweden, and the Netherlands. Thus 

the increased world consumption of apples, whole and in processed 

form, coupled with crop damages elsewhere tban in the U. S., provided 

an excellent opening for advancing U. S. apple sales. 

Presently, Germany, the United Kingdom, and Finland are three 

of the best customers for U. S. apples. Little Finland imported 

456,000 bushels of U. S. apples last year. The Canadians, our 

nOTthern neighbors, are also big eaters of U. S. apples. 

An added factor in developing foreign markets for U. S. 

apples lies in increased, imporved storage facilities, both in 

continental U. S. and abroad. Also, U. S. Bureau of Census figures 

indicate exports of dried fruits, including apples, were up 18 

per cent last year, indicative of the expanded usage abroad of 

fruits in various processed forms. 

It is interesting to note that U. S. exports of fruits and 

preparations were valued at $327 million last year--up $37 million 

from the previous year. 

While there is no separate breakdown available on just what 

part West Virginia apples played in those sales, they were 

significant contributors. 

And those dollars sales of fruit abroad were helpfu~ to our 

U. S. international monetary position as well as our own economic 

position at home. 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII -- Number 31 August 11, 1967 

. Byrd's Eye View:. 
A Public" ServIce CollJmn by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

RESERVOIRS IN WEST VIRGINIA'S FU111RE' 
' ... ' 

The U. S. Department of-Interior'recently issued an 

excellent report· On the NatiOn's 1,5'62 larger~eservoirs. 

;announcing its is$uance., the Department used' a 1~raphic . " 

description, saying, "ThE! reservoirs ,collecti-ve .. ·.y, have' a 
, 

In 

'J 

~ 
c'11Gk: 

; surface area of 14,831,0-30 acres--about the size of West Virginia." 

Possibly the use of the State of West Virginia :':or com-

: parative purposes was not merely due to the coinc'idence of West 

Virginia's size, but may have been partially inspired by all the 

, planning for potential development of reservoirs in the State. 

The reservoir ·ceport in itself is a really good little 

document. It is a l15-page publication summarizing statistical 

data such as clrE.ir.age area, storage capacity, types of use, and 

:,PWller and opera'Co'r, tabulated alphabetically by State. But it 
.;.' 

is more than thaf:--it is a report to the Nation of the truly 

tremendous jot. b~ing done in irrigation, flood control, 

municipal wa.t,~r supplies, hydroelectric power, recreation, and 

navigation. ~oreover, it is a moving essay of water's irreplac-

~.' 

able st~tus i~ man's life and the development of our Nati9n. 

From thQ opening sentence, '~n has engaged in the contrQl 

of flowing WI!ter since history began", to the closing summary of 

all the reservoirs in the U. S., listed by State, it provides 

a stock of readily assi~lated information. 

The ~st~~ for West Virginia is rather sparse, however, as 

the report. was compiled to cover the reservoirs completed and 

IPnder construction as of January 1, 1963, having a usable 
.~:~ ·~i··; 
.apac~~ of 5,000 acre-feet or more • 

. .,' .. 
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Only three reservoirs were thus included for the MOuntain 

Stata-Bluestone Reservoir, on New River, with a surface area 

of 9,178 acres; Sutton Reservoir, on Elk River, having a surface 

area of 3,873 acres; and TYgart Lake, on TYgart River, with a 

surface area of 3,430 acres. 

Not included in the report, but now operationally completed 

with only some small tasks for tidying up, is the Summersville 

Reservoir, in Nicholas tounty. 

Elsewhere in the State, ·the Beech Fork Reservoir in Wayne 

County has had construction funds allocated to it and is in 

the 1968 Federal budget for more. The Birch Reservoir, Braxton 

County, has been in a deferred state but is currently being 

"restudied. The Burnsville Reservoir near Glenville, in Gilmer 

County, has had funds for preconstruction planning; the 

Rowlesburg Reservoir, Preston County, is in the preconstruction 

planning stage; and construction monies have been appropriated 

for the East Lynn Reservoir in Wayne County, and for the 

R. D. Bailey Reservoir in the area of WYoming, Mingo, and 

Logan Counties. 

A restudy is currently under way of the Little Kanawha 

River, including proposals of a reservoir project on Steer Creek 

or Leading Creek, and the West. Fork Reservoir. The Stonewall 

Jackson Reservoir in Lewis County is included in the FY 1968 

Federal budget for funds to permit preconstruction planning. 

Although it may have come late to the field of reservoir 

construction, West Virginia is picking up momentum and will 

begin to reap more and more benefits from all that good 

reservoir planning can mean to a State. 
'. 
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Fro~ the Office of United States Senator Robert Co Byr.d 
105 Senate Office B1lilding, Washington, D. C;. 20510 

Volume VII ~ Number 32 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Sew tor Robert C. Byrd 

UNCLE SAM'S LONG MEMORY 

August 18, 1967 

Uncle Sam has not forgotten the veterans of past wars. 

And he is taking definite action to ca~~for their special prob. 

lema and to compensate present and future veterans of the Cold War 

and Vietnam eras for their sacrifices. 

Recent action by the 90th Congress on the Veterans Pension and 

Readjustment Assistance Act· of 1967 will provide more than a quarter 

. billion dollars in additional veterans benefits each year. This new 

legislation broadens and expands the provisions of last session's Co14 

~Jcu: CI Bill. This year's major additions include: the extension of 

-wartime rates of benefits for Vietnam veterans and dependents; in-

creased educational allowances and broadened opportunities under the 
I 

UCold War GI Bill"; and a cost-of-living increase to non-servlce
l 

connected pensions similar to increases the 89th Congress voted for 

t" .. ho~e receiving compensation growing out of death and disability. 

Now Vietnam veterans are classified as those servicement with 

90 or mOT-edays of military ~_ervice after August 5, 1964,. t.hrough a 

:futur~ tl.ste to be determined by either Presidential or Congression3l 

l=-roclamation.~ For these Vietnam veterans, Congress has authorized 

monthly pei.1.s10n yayments for non-service-connected as well a·s service-

Cl)nn~cted disabil~.ties, with their widows and children similarly 

el:f~ible. A full wartime compensation rate is provided for service 

~i8abi1ity, as well as a burial allowance of $250. 

For all veterans who are amputees or blind, and who were in the 

Armed Forces on or after:January 31, 1.; and who received their 

i"uries in ~ine pf hazardous duty or' directly from performance of 
f 

Ildlitary duty, an al~owanc~ of $1,600 has been made for the purchase 

of specially-equipped automobiles. 

TAking cognizanc~ ~f changing conditions in U. 3. housing, 

b'· 
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action was taken to'\~~ovide an extension ofCtime until July 25, 1970, 
, 

'f (- ( for World War II vet~rans to apply for home loans and small business 

finQncing. For all veterans, an increase was made in the maximum 
(. 

limit on direct home loans by the Veterans Administration from 

$17,500 to $25,000. 

Moreover, firm action has now been taken by Congress to protect 
.~ . 

vet'3rans from any loss.~in veteran's benefits from increases in social 

security benefits, and a cost-of-1iving increase of over 5 percent in 

pension benefits was enacted. 

Constructively, Congress anticipated educational needs of future 

" ( 
ve~~rans, acting in consideration and recognition to citizens who 

have ~de an ~xtr.a contribution to our Nation by eerving in the Armed, 

For~p'g during','cold" wars and "hot" hostilities, by voting increased 

educe. tiona 1 a~sistance a11owan~es. These include increases of 

appro'Xim'3tel:, 30 percent in monthly educational payments for veterans 

in s.~hoo1, as ~e1.1 as the:i.r dependents; broadened on-the-job training 

al1o~&nces; sn1 progrRms of three years of cooperative on-the-farm 

'lnC: l'.ommercial :':light training for veterans. 

One particular provision--authorization of ~lll benefit pay-

m(~ntD under th~ (~I Bill to educationally disadvantaged veterans, so 

that they can complete high school without losing any of their 
.:~' ~ ... .. /-= .. > 

eliGibility fo~ later college education--is an outstanding example of 

act:1.~n by Congre~s,l as Uncle Sam's agent, to continually improve 

v~t~rans' progr~ms by offering opportunities over a broad spectrum of 

c~~~ economic standing, and social need. Uncle Sam remembers and 

valU3S a citizen's service in the Armed Forces, whether as a 

volunteer or a draftee. 

~ 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII - Number 33 August 25, 1967 

Byrd I s Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

GOOD CHEWING IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

One invention which has stuck in the minds of peoples the 

world over as being truly American in character is that of chewing 

gum. Cartoons popular in the years of World War II frequently de

picted victorious American Glls being enthusiastically welcomed by 

natives of foreign countries beseeching gifts of sticks of chewing 

gum. 

As one refinement of just plain old American gum, bubble gum 

was developed almost forty years ago. The taste of young Americans 

for chewing and blowing bubble gum, at a penny a stick, grosses 

~bout $25 million annually for manufacturers in the United States. 

Indeed, one plant recently reported that it makes 4 million pieces 

daily, enough to reach 15 miles if laid end-to-end. As time has 

gone along, the appeal to youngsters to buy bubble gum has been 

further enhanced by providing enticing prizes. And many an 

American mother who has had to cut remnants of exploded gum bubbles 

from the hair and eyelashes of her offspring must recoil at the 

thought of greater enticement for moppets to buy, chew, and blow 

gum into bubbles. 

As one aspect of the chewing gum picture in the U. S., it is 

notable that the increase in the number of youngsters chewing away 

on bubble gum has been countered by an apparent decrease in adults 

chewing tobacco. That once quite-~pular paottime seems to have worn 

down to an appeal to only a limited group of still loyal' chewers. 

This is attested by the diminishing number of spittoon$ required for .. 
, '':~'':' 

public use. In the U. S. Senate Chamber, for example', where there 
l' 

used to be an imposing arr.y of highly polished brass spit~oons. . ' . 

easily available for all members _. there Bre now only a handful for .. ' 
,.,>: ':" 
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che benefit of a few Senators occasionally enjoying a relaxing chew 

of plug tobacco. 

One bit of chewing, however, that still provides a thrill for 

persons fortunate enough to have lived in the right time and place in 

these United States, is the chewing of " swigum". "Swigum", the 

alliterated term affectionately applied to the chewing substance 

favored by rural and mountain youths in past decades, can still be 

found in some wooded spots in various areas of the country. 

To find a good "swigum" tree and make regular stops for a wad 

of the gummy sap for chewing is a l4-carat pleasure which had its 

( origin in simpler and more primitive days. And, often, that stop 

could be turned to extra good purpose by breaking off ~ small tree 

twig, which could be gnawed and frayed at the end to make a dandy 

lp 

little toothbrush, one that could be discarded after it had served 

its purpose of promoting good dental hygiene. 

In the good old days, with Nature's sweet gum available for 

the collecting, no pennies had to be wheedled from parents to secure 

a fresh chew. A quick walk over to one's favorite 8ueetgum tree 

provided a fresh supply. 

And long before so many disposable items--such as the throw-

away bottle and disposable hypodermic needle--were b~ing manufactured 

and urged upon the American consumer, the American farmer and 

mountaineer knew what tree could quickly supply a fresh, ful~y 

disposable brush to aid his tooth care. 

The good old days certainly had their appeal. 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII - Number 34 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

September 1, 1967 

EXPORTING U. S. KNOW-HOW, NOT FIREARMS 

The U. S. is gradually moving toward a greater exporcof 

expertise to underdeveloped countries in replacement of arms sales, 

a development certain to be economically and politically healthier. 

One manner in which the U. S. is exporting "mow-how" to 

underdeveloped countries of the Middle East and Asia, has been 

highly publicized in recent weeks in connection with the Shah ~f 

I Iran's latest visit to Washington. Instead of stepping up arms ship

ments, the U. S. is sending a study team of water experts to Iran to 

assist in water resource development. This expertise is important to 

lran, which has launched an ambitious program of land reforms that 

cannot be economically successful over the long haul with the vital 

ingredient--water--missing. 

In India, an American geological team is seeking ways of 

developing what may be a gigantic underground water reservoir. The 

U. S. AID has proposed a progressive 7-year-10ng survey, using the 

( most ~ern American technical equipment, to launch a program for 

sinking mammoth public tube wells producing 1.2 to 1.5 cubic feet of 

water per second, plus smaller private wells. With India's famine- " 

stricken populace direly in need of life-giving water, for r~newed 

agricultural production in drought-stricken areas, it is obvious 

water resource development is a crying need. 

The U. S. Department of Interior's Bureau of Reclamation is 

turning some of its 60-odd years of experience in planning and bui1d-

ing water rpsource developments toward advancing the :f.rr:f.gation of 

( the 300,OOO';"'acre section of the Helmand yall~J in. south\-lcstern 

Afghanis~an. 'Begun about 20 years ago,"tite program is .enabling 

'planning, construction, and op~ation of an efficient and productive 

irrigate~ agriculture, and the generation of vital hydroe1ectr~c.· 

, . 
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power. 

Also, under U. S. Bureau of Reclamation auspices, a 42-man 

team is investigating water refiource development through the 

potential Pa Mong Project in the Mekong River Basin of Southeast 

Asia. 

In the U. S. Senate, a group of foresighted members have 

given legislative backing to a plan for using nuclear power to pro

vide fresh water for the Middle East, through construction of three 

nuclear de-salinization plants by an internationally financed public

private corporation similar to COMSAT. It is proposed to be ad

ministered under the auspices of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency. Primarily aimed at reducing Arab-Israeli tensions through 

cooperative economic development of Arab States and Israel, the plan; 

if adopted and put into action, could prove tremendously valuable 

elsewhere, particularly if the result is to advance technology to a 

point where the cost of converting sea water to fresh wat6r is 

sharply reduced. 

Even in West Virginia, where it has been estimated that 

there is currently available for man's use about 7,500 gallons of 

water per person per day~ there are areas and periods of drought 

wheQ.-othe lack of water is disastrous. Inexpensive desalinization 

of water through usage of nuclear power would be a tremendous boon 

to peace and to all mankind. 
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From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20510 

Volume VII - Number 35 

Byrd • s Eye View 
A Public Service Column by 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

September 8, 1967 

GONE FOREVER THE OLDEN SCHOOL DAYS 

'. ~ 

~ 

Developments marring the once simple, September back-to-school 

scene in these United States must seem bizarre to adult Americans 

who experienced no-nonsense education during their school years. 

Getting back to school the first day was a major thrill to most 

pupils, eager to greet old friends and swap tales of summer experi

ences. Most males old enough to be useful had been off working dawn 

( to dusk hours on family farms, helping deliver ice on summer rounds 

behind a horse-drawn wagon, or working hard as delivery and stock bOyf 

in local grocery and hardware stores. 

And the young girls generally.were kept busy assisting with the 

vegetable and fruit peeling and scalding for summertime home canning, 

so pantry shelves could be stocked for winter eating. 

These tasks left few idle hours for dawdling, with the fortunatr 

result that beer riots at beaches by gangs of vacationing students 

simply did not happen. 

In fact, starting back to school did not necessarily mean the 

end of work, for all too often the school yard had grown up with 

weeds which bad ,to be chopped and hoed down--a far cry from the 
.,~. 

cemented areas of many American city schools today. 

And there were no prolonged and bitter community discussions 

about Dusing students out of neighborhood schools t1? complicate the 

back-to-school push for an education in an intensively competitive 

world. Transportation to school was a matter of ~alking two or 
~. • three miles through the countryside with morning dew on the trees and 

l..( bushes~ 1n the main, the autumn back-to-school movement in countless 

s~ll American cq~nitie8 meant young students walking along past 
~ .. 

."·i~ < . , 

familiar homes J noting new paint jobs and evidences of newly-arrived 
" 
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families; shying away from big, possibly unfriendly, barking dogs; 

and perhaps warming up a pitching arm for the recess ball game by 

tossing a handy stone at a cat napping in the morning sun, or at 

a wasps' nest, or at apples hanging heavily on a drooping 11mb. 

Moreover, in past decades, a teacher strike did not mean some-

thing which delayed classroom instruction--a phenomenon occurring 

this season in a number of major American cities. Instead, it meant 

a good hard rap by a teacher's ruler across the palm of the hand, 

or a keen switch applied to the seat of the pants of an unruly pupil. 

In the old-fashioned world of education, a return to school WS5 

a challenging venture into a world of order and discipline and 

respect for knowledge. 

Pupils and teachers and parents all knew that their major 

responsibility was to promote the advancement of education with the 

fewest impediments possible, and there were few problems arising fro~ 

the lack of ability to relate to themselves, each other, and the 

community that the old fashioned formula of good will, commonsense, 

respect for authority, and cooperation for the better good of all 

could not solve. Today's back-to-school problems, one suspects, 

I. \ might yield more quickly to a wider, more substantial application of 

that same formula. 
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T~£ FOR A CHANGE 

September 15, 1967 

Rapid world population growth is creating pressures and 

tensions which are going to force a che~ge in national thinking and 

individual practices in relation to birth control. 

And the time for that change is approaching faster than the 

public generally has yet realized, despite the fact that a swelling 

tide of concern over the burgeoning world population, and its 

political and economic consequences, is daily headlined by news 

media. 

Three great world problems~-security, population, and food-

have pushed the urgency to establish effective approaches to 

population control to the forefront of consideration of governments 

of ,the Nations of the world. There are no longer any easy solutkns 

possible to these three major problems, if indeed there ever were. 

The social and political institutions of varied countries, the 

\ J ( mores of multitudinous societies, and the private consciences and 
t, . 

moral-thinking of citizens of advanced Nations have, in the past, 

been founded in the main either on the premise that a large family 

was right and good, socially and economically desirable, ~r as a 

simple matter of private, personal choice. 

But the stark truth of the matter is that the peoples of the 

world are fast out-breeding the world's known resources of space, 

food, and water. Time for ignoring the problem is simply running 

out. , 

l) "" World population by the end o-f this tUllDDler of 1961 is reportec1 
! t,,& I ~':lS ~aving reached almost three and one-~f billion and is in-

:l~,~;:,~reaSing at a current rate of almost 200,~,OOO daily, or approxi-
.{."", • I • 

mately 75 million annually. This represents about one-third of 

I 
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the present U. S. population. 

A review of the history of world population growth provides 

some somber facts. The Population Reference Bureau points out that 

it took the world a million years for population to reach the bi1~ 

lion mark in 1800. During the intervening 167 years (to date) 

world population has more than tripled. But so rapidly is the 

growth rate now spiraling that the world population total by 2067--

one hundred years from now--will, at a conservative estimate based 

on present mortality and birth rates, reach about 25 billion. 

The low-birth rate countries are generally the industrial 

( , Nations of Europe, North America, and Japan. The birth rates of 

the Nations in Asia, Africa ,and Latin America are at. an increasing-

t~ 

ly high level, yet these are the Nations least equipped to care for 

'their populaces. 

Because masses of people cannot be expected to die peacefully 

of starvation in the years ahead, the stark facts are that the 

world is headed for terrible struggles toward survival. 

Painfully, the truth is that the world will breed itself to 

miserable chaos, unless the thinking patterns of human beings can 

be adjusted to effectively devise ways of controlling our own 

over-breeding. Hopefully, early adoption of modernized birth 

control measures will prov:l.de time in which backward Nations can 

rais~ their economic productivity, stab1ize food production,' and 

develop better utilization of their natural resources. 

Respect for life requires that man not carelessly breed--that 

he discipline himself through ethical principles and intellect, well 

aware that survival in the world of the future requires a sharp 

change in his moral and social thinking and, more personally, in 
• 

his private practices. 

• 
~. 

- 30 -
""I' 
/~;~I" 

l, , . 

'II!. 

~.'" r 

" .. ", ., 



l From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

Volume VIII - Number 1 January 5, 1968 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column 

by U.S~ Senator Robert C. Byrd 

THE STATE OF THE NATION'S CAPITAL CITY (Part II) 

Misconceptions have been spread in some quarters as to the 

exact status of the public welfare programs in the District of Columbia 

A number of facts deserve attention which I believe attest to 

the more effective, sounder application of public funds for welfare 

purposes in the District since my assumption of responsibility -- as 

Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee for the District of 

Columbia -- for reviewing outlays of Federal funds for welfare in the 

Nation's Capital City. 

The appropriation for the D.C. Department of Public Welfare in-

creased 344 percent over the period FY 1955-1968, with the FY 1968 

total reaching $38.8 million. The number of workers authorized in

creased to 3,689 persons (257 percent), while the salary costs in-

creased 463 percent! 

A few years ago, my Subcommittee was instrumental in instituting 

a random sample investigation of major welfare program caseloads in the 

District. That investigation, jointly conducted by the D.C. Dept. of 

Welfare and the U.S. General Accounting Office, revealed 59 percent in-

eligibility in the aid-to-dependent children category, 58 percent in-

eligibility in the general-public-assistance caseload, and 39 percent 

ineligibility in the aid to the permanently-and-totally-disabled case~ 

load. These findings of excessive ineligibility led the U.S. Comptrol~ 

ler General to recommend a continuing audit of the ADC caseload. Thus 

a widened program of investigation was instituted, with a present total 

of 91 investigators now partiCipating in more effective administration 

of D.C. welfare programs. 

Improved surveillance of the welfare caseload in the District 

has undoubtedly saved the U.S. taxpayers tens of millions of dollars. 

Although the caseload has again gradually increased, due in large part 

to a greater usage of welfare services by social service agencies, the 
(more) 
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AFDC caseload as of November 1967 numbered 5,380, or 248 less than, in 

November 1961. It is doubtful that any other major city in the UoS. 

can claim a smaller ADC welfare caseload in 1967 than in 19610 

As another encouraging aspect of the District's welfare sit-

uation, the average caseload by authorized social worker position in 

the Public AssistAnce. Division has been greatly reduced from 1961-

1968 and now stands at 66 per worker, due largely to social worker 

positions having doubled in number from 285 to 570. The ADC caseload 

as of April 30, 1967, consisted of 23,716 persons, of whom 19,052 were 

children 0 

Average indiv~dual ADC pa~.t in D.C o is $38, which is above 

the national average of $36. The average general public assistance 

grant per recipient in D.C. is $81, the highest in the Nation. The 

national average is $36. In D4 C., 67 children per 1,000 population 

under age 18 receive ADC payments as compared with a national average 

of 49. 

I was instrumental in securing an across-the-board cost of 

living increase of 13 percent for welfare recipients in the 5 conven-

tional welfare caseloads during FY 1967. This was annualized in the 

FY 1968 appropriation. 

It is feared, however, that improvement in the welfare situation 

in the District of Columbia in recent years may be negated as a result 

of a new court order forbidding the Dept. of Welfare from maintaining a 

requirement of one year of residence in the District prior to eligibil-

ity for welfare payments. Removal of this residence requirement may 

bring in an influx of the needy into the District, for there is no 

ceiling on D.C. welfare payments in the ADC category, unlike such 

States as West Virginia, which has a $16S"'ceiling. The highest ADC 

payment to any ADC family in calendar year 1967 was $471, excluding 

the food stamp bonus, and some families have been on the rolls in 

excess of twenty years. 

--30--
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THE STATE OF THE NATION'S CAPITAL CITY (Part III) 

Any person of character justifiably rejoices as solid evidence 

accumulates that progress is being made toward a difficult goal. 

As Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on the 

District of Columbia, I am proud of the progress which has been made 

in the field of public education in the Nation's Capital City_ 

The FY 1962 D.C. budget was the first regular budget presented 

to me as Subcommittee Chairman. Among some of the achievements to be 

noted since then, using FY 1961 facts as a basis of comparison with 

FY 1968, are: 

The number of professional staff members per 1,000 students 

has increased from 41 to 58 for that period. This now ranks D.C. as 

No.1 among 15 cities of comparable size in the U.S. (500,000 to 

1,000,000 population); 

Per pupil costs have increased from $413 to $745 during this 

period, an increase of 80 percent. A total of 54 percent ($636) of 

this 80-percent increase has come from D.C. appropriations; 

The number of authorized positions in the public schools 

has increased from 5,311 to 9,898 (86 percent) with the salary costs 

increasing 233 percent during the period 1955-1968; 

The number of classroom teachers increased 55 percent, from 

4,482 in FY 1961 to 6,952 in FY 1968; counselors increased from 51 to 

260, a 40908 percent increase for that period; and the number of 

librarians increased from 17 to 140, an increase of 723,) 5 percent; 

Special classes for severely mentally retarded students have 

been multiplied So that the total student load i.ncreased from only 

39 in FY 1961 to 444 in FY 1968, an increase of 1,038 percent. This 

eliminated completely the waiting list, which had been due to teacher 

and facilities shortages; 

(more) 
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Appropriations of $126,777,692 from FY 1962 • FY 1~68 provided 

the a4dition of 2,307 rooms to the public schools. The appropriation 

for FY 1968 for public school construction totaled $48,394,600, which 

included provision for 75 pre-kindergarten relocatable classrooms and 

36 demount~ble units for location next to exisiting elementary school 

buildings. Part-time classes have now been eliminated for the first 

time in 20 years or more; 

Pupil-teacher ratios have been substantially lowered throughout 

the school system, as for example, from 31.3 to 27.8 in elementary 

schools; 

The D.C. Superintendent of Schools testified at FY 1968 

appropriation hearings that 117 out of 123 schools reported no books in 

use with a copyright date older than 10 yeras -- " an unusual record". 

Regular provisions have been made for full funding of the free 

lunch program in elementary schools, approximately 15,500 students dail) 

during 1966-67 at a cost of over $1 million. Similar provisions were 

made for the same period for the free breakfast program -- breakfast 

for almost 8,000 pupils daily at a total cost of $178,600 -- and the 

daily distribution of milk averaged nearly 123,000 servings at a cost 

of more than $1 million; 

With the D.C. school system fast becoming an all-Negro system 

as the exodus of white residents from the District continues -- current-

ly, the school population is 92 percent Negro I believe it is i~ 

portant to provide every possible opportunity to these children to 

secure an education. 

This will continue to be my goal. It is a compelling need if 

the District of Columbia is to fulfill its proper role as the Nation's 

Capital City. 

30 .-
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THE STATE OF THE NATION'S CAPITAL CITY (Part IV) 

A problem which increasingly is burdening the Nation's 

Capital City, and one which deserves to be tackled equally vigorously 

elsewhere in our Nation, is the problem of development of an adequate 

birth control program. 

The D.C. Public Health Department has opened 11 birth 

control clinics, with one more to be opened in the near future. The 

clinics provide birth control information and devices to any married 

~oman or any woman who has had a baby. In 3 years, more than 15,000 

~omen have been registered in the program, providing opportunities 

for people to plan their fami1ies o 

During the period 1960-l964~ the UoS o birth rate decreased 

1104 percent. The D.C. rate decreased 9.7 percent~ For the period 

1964-1966, the years in which the family planning clinics have been 

in operation,the U.S. rate continued to decline showing all 11.9 per-

cent decrease. The District of Columbia rate, however, dropped much 

more markedly -- 16.2 percent. 

A special study, providing a specific and scientifically 

sound estimate of the impact of the OQC. Public Health Department~s 

birth control program, has made available some preliminary summations. 

For an l8-month period, using two nelectcd control g~oups, with one 

group electively using control devices and the other group not 

participating, a reduction of 58 percent in pregnan~ie~ was noted in 

the familY-planning participant group as contrasted with the non-

participant group. 

I have consistently pressed hard for a strong and adequately 

financed family planning program in the Dietrict of Columbia, and I 

(mo:o.:e) 
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feel that substantial progress is being made. The need for such 

planning is established by studying the facts concerning illegitimacy 

in the District of Columbia e 

Nearly 28 percent of all resident deliveries in the 

District of Columbia are illegitimate~ as compa:ed to about 7 paxcent 

in the Nation. 

In the Department of Welfare, as of January 1, 1967, there 

were 1,961 cases on the AFDC rolls with all illegitimate children. 

As of March 1, 1967, 42.4 percent of the ADC children were illegiti~ 

mate. Six mothers had 60 illegitimate children, all on welfarec 

Fourteen mothers had 126 illegitimate children, all on welfarec 

Another grouping of 20 mothers had 160 illegitimate Ghildren, all on 

welfare. Another group of 46 mothers had 322 illegitimate children, 

all on welfare. Another group of 172 mothers had 860 illegitimate 

children, all on welfare. Another group of 264 mothers had 1,056 

illegitimate children on welfareo 

In some cases, as many ~s seven different men were fathers 

of one women's children 0 

As I have consistently pointed out, the illegitimate child 

cannot help his status, but I feel it is imperative that the District 

of Columbia, and the Nation as well~ take every possible step to en-

courage and foster family planning among welfare recipients. 

I believe that, if the general public were sufficiently 

aware of similar facts in others of our Nationis cities, a majority 

of the responsible citizenry would strongly encourage the institution 

of constructive birth control programs through public health depart-

ments by supporting necessary appropriations of public funds, just as 

I have recommended appropriations of such funds for the District of 

Columbia, the Nationis Capital o 

--30--
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THE StATE OF THE NATION'S CAPITAL CITY (Part V) 

Reports iln various aspects of the state of the Nation IS 

Capital City sometimes catch the public eye whereas less publicized 

facts often have greater merit in evaluating the present state of 

affairs in the District of Columbia. Recently, publicity was given 

to a report that the Nation's Capital has more telephones than any 

other city in the world -- that Washington"s instrumQnt count total-

ed 788,937 telephones for 833,000 people in 1966, or almost 1 per 

person. 

Less noticed, yet considerably more significant as an in-

dication of substantial social instability within the District, was 

publication of the fact that in FY 1967 there were 26,525 window 

panes broken in the Districtfs public schools, at a replacement cost 

of $180,202. 

OVer the period of my service as Chairman of the Senate 

Appropriations Subcommittee on the District of Columbia, I have 

concentrated my efforts toward supporting programs aimed at 

stabilizing community life in the District, with considerable gains 

having resulted. 

Washington, D.C., now leads all cities of comparable size in 

the U.S. in the ratio of authorized police positions (3100) -- 4.1 

per 1,000 population. Appropriations for the Department totaled 

$44,884,000 for FY 1968, with 3,572 personnel positions authorized. 

This constitutes a percentage increase, over the period 1955-68, of 

250 percent for totalapPD'priations; 149 percent for salary costs of 

authorized positions; and 44 percent for authorized positions. From 

1,954 police positions in 1950, the D.C. Police Department has ex

panded to 3,100 positions in 1967, although the District's population 

total remained nearly static at less than 810,000. 

(OVER) 
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In a variety of other ways, I have given my unqualified 

support to the Chief of Police and his men in the increasingly 

difficult war on crime in the District. 

In the field of health improvement in Washington, the follow

ing are a~ng major public health accomplishments from fiscal 1961 to 

fiscal 1968: 

The Dept. of Public Health has been reorganized, administra-

tive improvements made, new policies developed, and training programs 

inaugurated to streamline the approach toward solving public health 

problems; the D.C. General Hospital has been substantially renovated 

at a cost of $13 million; a 425-bed rehabilitation center for chronic 

alcoholics has been opened and a treatment and rehabilitation program 

instituted; material and infant care programs have been expanded and 

improved; medicare and medicaid programs have been established; a 

home care program for the elderly has been instituted; and a community 

mental health center has been established in one area of the city 

with othel'S to follow. 

A tuberculosis detection and control program has been started; 

an expanded venereal disease control program has been inaugurated, 

including expanding treatment facilities and providing educational 

programs particularly aimed at the teenage; and more than 25,000 

school children have been vaccinated against measles. 

In the sehool health program, the amount of nursing time in 

elementary schools has more than doubled during the past 2 years. 

During the year 1965-1966 school year, 86 percent of the defects found 

among elementary school children were brought to medical care by the 

end of the school year. 

It will continue to be my purpose to support adequate appropri-

ations to meet these great needs within our Nation's Capital City. 
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CHANGING TIMES AND CHANGING CAREERS 

Recent announcemantof the first women to become a member of 

the N.Y. Stock Exchange in the 175-year history of the Nation's 

largest securities exchange pointed up a situation quite familiar to 

watchers of the changing times. To such observers, the report of 

this female success in the traditionally masculine world of finance 

merely provided reinforcing evidence that classifications of careers 

can no longer be accurately separated into male and female spheres. 

Another bit of such evidence, one perhaps particularly 

noted by West Virginians, was the internationally publicized announce 

ment in December that a young male chef, a West Virginian and a nativ 

Charlestonian, was being summoned to the White House to put the 

finishing touches on the 2s0-1b o , 6-ft. high, bridal cake which 

starred at the wedding reception for the President's daughter. 

The report of the well-deserved artistic recognition 

accorded to this young West Virginia chef emphasized once more the 

fact that whereas the thought of expertness in food preparation -- in 

planning, cooking, and serving -- once properly seemed to fall within 

the province of the female of the species, this no longer is true. 

What is even more important, however, is that the whole business of 

cooking and food service has become "big business" in the U.S., and 

b~ings substantial financial reward to participants. 

At the time of the 1960 census, there were reported to be 

215,978 males and 381,078 females, or a sum of 597,056 non-household, 

American cooks. Median earnings for the male cooks (or chefs, as 

more experienced cooking experts are deSignated) were almost three 

times higher individually than for the females. 

(MORE) 
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Interestingly, these e~~pcrt coo!<s have their own federation) 

the American Culinary Federation, Inc. Its members are careful to 

point out that a good chef is a food business administrator, and 

that wherever food is cooked in quantity, an executive chef is in 

charge. These top level cooks are to be fougd directing food 

operations in the Nation's largest food processors and canners, in 

food service organizations, as a part of operations of airlines, 

railroads, hotels, resorts, steamship lines, in private clubs, in 

large hospitals and similar institutions, in chain restaurants, and 

in hotel chains. 

To cite a few examples of some of the juicy fringe benefits 

of cooking careers pursued by American males, one expert chef 

authored a 7l7-page cookbook, based on his success in regional cook-

ing, which sold over 100,000 copies. imother well-known Ame-rican 

chef gave up a successful career as a concert pianist to teach cook-

ing classes. 

The career of master cook is not without its hazards, how-

ever, as one 6 ft., 4 inch, American chef can testify about his in

crease to 275 pounds in weight. It is noteworthy, nonetheless, 

that he has a fat bank account to go along with his expanded midriff, 

as he is the author of 14 cookbooks, one of which has sold over 

500,000 copies. 

Anyone who may still think of cooking as a "sissy's jobU 

needs toba reminded that a former American President, once Command-

ing General of American military forces, is renowned for his steak-

cookery; that Director J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI rises early to cook 

Sunday morning popovers; and that the Senior U.S. Senator from 

Louisiana, Mr. Ellender, is famed for his eJcpertise with Creole 

cooking, with invitations to his personally-cooked luncheons eagerly 

sought after by other Senators, Federal officials, and foreign 

diplomats alike. 

As an avocation, cooking is personally enjoyable for 

American males. As a wage-earning career, it offers lucrative 

prospects. --30--



I From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

Volume VIII - Number 6 February 9, 1968 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column 

by U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

GENERATIONAL GAP 

Frequent discourses on the subject of an exisitlng generational 

gap regulDrly star on America's television and radio air waves, 

provide fodder for heated dinner table debates between parents and 

offspring, and result in outpourings of philosophy by social workers 

and news analysts. 

Somewhere among all the columnar and other comments, a 

strong impression seems to have filtered out that parents fail to 

make enoughaffort to understand their children and that it is 

incumbent upon fathers and mothers to bestir themselves toward closer 

communication with the younger generation. 

However, any anxious parents hastening to find ways to 

bridge the highly publicized generational gap should be forewarned 

not to expect instant rapport with obviously hep sons and daughters 

through shared interest in f~od" music. That is, of course, unless 

there may be a good cipher expert at hand to help decode the 

message frenetically carried by I~d" music, as rendered by some 

of the currently popular musical groups, such as "The yardbirds", 

tiThe Animals ", '~The Bee Gees fi, and "The Dixie Cups". 

To a father who frankly admits to enjoying a good spirited 

rendition of ~ Battle ~ 2! ~ Republic by a competent marching 

band, there is a terrible case of gap-osis ahead when he takes a 

startled look at a teenage record collection, to say nothing of the 

state of shock likely of occurrence as he struggles to decode the 

meaning being pow-pow-pow-ed out by selections such as Concrete ~ 

Clay, ~ Under Sideways ~ ~, ~ Baby ~, Somebody Groovy, 

Catch y! g !.Q.2. f!!!, !!! !!! .§.!!.c! !h£ Clown, Skinny Minnie !!!2. .ill 

Gonna ~ Alright J Fakin' It, ~ ~ !. Groovey Thing Going, and ~ 

(MORE) 
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My Bed, Gonna Lie !!l It. 

Papa's and mama's having once themselves been young and 

romantic, and possibly a bit rebellious, might get the message a 

bit better from some of the other rock-n~roll tumes, such as ~. 

Brown You tve QQ.! !. Lovely Daughter, !!!! Me Baby, and Friday .Q!! My 

~. And after struggling desperatg.ly to become turned on -- teen

age vernacular for a high degree of euphoria -- through listening 

to some of the top money makers, most parents will probably have 

a better app~eciation of another current top tune, Goin~ ~ !2! ~ 

tpird ~o Certainly the idea suggested by yet another, ~ Sound 

of Silence, would have a genuine appeal. 

As final words on the generational gap, musically speaking, 

parents possibly can be forgiven for thinking that the best way to 

fill the said generational gap is to hurl in all the plastic musical 

discs being sold to their teenage children under the guise of new 

music~ And it is indeed a cheering thought for any father, as he 

becomes a drop-out from the I<ollege of Mod Music Knowledge., .. that he 

can now openly admit to a belief that good old mountain music like 

Crippl~ Creek, Chicken~, Irish ~asherwoman, Sourwood Mountain, 

Sugar in the Gourd, and Turkey in ~ Straw are going to be recalled 

a lot longer and with more musical nostalgia than the electrified 

steel guitar output of today's commercial successes. 

--30--
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STRANGER THI.N FICTION 

Over one and a half centuries ago, the great English poet, 

Lord Byron, expressed the thought, !I'Tis strange -- but true; for 

truth is always strange -- stranger than fiction. fi 

Since corrupted into the cliche J V'Truth is stranger than 

fiction,1l the fundamental lesson was given fresh emphasis when the 

Ford Theatre in northwest Washington, D.C., was recently reopened 

for public performances of live plays, for it is not likely that 

any play ever presented on its stage can match in bizarre circum-

stances the assassination of President Lincoln in that same theatre 

at the close of the Civil War. 

And the saying will be given further reinforcement when the 

John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, now under construction 

on the banks of the Potomac River, is opened as a forum for 

cultural arts. It is indeed strangely coincidental that two 

functioning theatre centers in the Capital City of the United States 

will be closely associated with the memory of two aesassinated 

Presidents whose deaths were so paralyzing in impact that they 

dwarf in comparison mere stage dramas. 

The Ford Theatre has been newly-restored by the U.S. Dept. of 

the Interior's National Park Service"r as a iiving memorial to 

Prerident Lincoln. Henceforth, it ie planned to be opened in the 

mornings for visitors to tour the theatre and the modern Lincoln 

Museum housed in the basement and to listen to recordings of portions 

of Lincoln's famous addresses. School children coming to Washington 

for tours this spring and summer will be happy tv learn that 

admission charges for these tours are suspended for en indefinite 

period. 

(MORE) 
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The Ford Theatre will, moreover, now be filling its true 

role as a functioning theatre, by having its afternoons and 

evenings devoted to rehearsals and presentation of live dramas, as a 

continuing part of the cultural life of the Nation's Capital City. 

Among the thousands of school children coming to Washington this 

year, perhaps many may get to see a live theatre performance for the 

first time in the historic envixons of the newly reopened Ford 

Theatre. 

Even greater cultural opportunities will be available for all 

of the Nation's citizens when the 58-million dollar cultural center, 

authorized before John F. Kennedy became President, and n~med in his 

honor by Congressional authorization after his assassination, is in 

operation. This national cutlural center, to occupy an area the 

size of a large city block, will house an opera, a concert hall, a 

theatre, a studio playhouse for film showing end experimental 

projects, and a gallery for an art museum. Towards its development, 

the Federal government har made a $15.5 million grant, approved a 

$15.4 million Treatury loan, and transferred 7 acres of government

owned land for site enlargement. It is hoped that a grand opening 

of the center will be possible in 1970. 

The Ford Theatre appropriately launched its reopening as a 

functioning theatre by a dramatic presentation of the epic poem 

iiJohn Brown's Bodyli, with its close association with scenes in the 

Charles Town, West Virginia, area. 
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WHERE THE HONEY GOES 

A lot of Americans can remember quite well when the major 

family effort toward good grooming consisted of a weekly Saturday 

night bath. In many homes~ only a few decades back, placing the 

family's big galvanized tin tub before the hearth fire signaled 

time for family members to line up for turns at dipping in and 

scrubbing off the week's accumulated grime o Pretty often, too, 

the same tub of water served the whole family, with maybe a warming 

up kettlefu1 added as the scrubbing went along. 

In those days, the chief beauty aid for the weekly ritual 

was likely to be a hunk of not-so-fi~agrant homemade soap. That 

chief cleansing aid for body-bathing and hair-washing was evolved 

through mama's backyard labors over a blackened iron pot filled 

with accumulated drippings of fat, home~~de lard, ashes, and 1ye~ 

Hair-cutting, using the family shears, with papa and rr~ma 

joining in the clipping, trimming, and admonishing, served to 

linea ten up!' the family males.. The young ladies, as is generally 

standard for females the world over, usually performed additional 

beauty rituals, perhaps curling locks with rags or paper curlers 

and smoothing on a little rose water and glycerin. 

Those days, hO'wever, must have vanished into limbo, for 

according to recent wire association reports from New York, 

American. males and females together will sink $5 bi.l.lion into their 

hair this year. 

The $5 billion will provide coloring and un-cc..<Loring, curl ... 

ing and un-cur1ing~ wetting down and drying out, cutting off and 

adding on hair. Through these and an abundant variety of related 

processes, individual Americans will pick and choose Wh8t~ when~ 
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and how he or she wishes the next hair action to be. 

And if the statistics can be accepted at face value--or 

more accurately, hair value--four out of ten teen-age girls color 

their hair, with their teen-age male counterparts going strong for 

a blonding-in, outdoorsy, sun-stroked look to their locks. 

But the hair action really mounts among American adults. 

They are reputed to be making increasingly heavy investments in 

hair chantes, with a goodly portion of the dollars spent on purchases 

of extra hair. Sales of wigs, falls, and pin-on curls to American 

women are stated to have reached an annual total of $300 million. 

As for America's stalwart males, sales of men's hair pieces have 

doubled in the last five years to $20 million a year. 

Such statistics make it seem a world away from America's 

virile pioneering past. While no prudent person would wish to 

return to old hardships and perils, one might humorously note that, 

in the 1960's, any scalp-lifting by an American Indian consists 

simply of his own action in taking off his toupee before getting a 

good night's sleep preparatory to earning the next day's living t 

including a few extra dollars to buy a toupee replacement. 

- 30 -
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MOTIVATED AMERICANS 

One of the more substantial and better known business 

publications monthly printed in the U. S. recently carried an item 

entitled "Motivated Men Made America Greato " An obvious inference 

might be drawn that the business publication had reference to the 

manner in which the profit motive helped make our Nation the strong 

capitalistic society which it is today,) 

But the example which was used~ that of the contribu.tion 

which James Madison made to the development of our constitutional 

system of government, was in a totally different perspective. 

It was pointed out that,long before James Madison became 

President of the U. S~~ he had become Father of our Constitution and 

was principally responsible for drafting both the Constitution and 

the Bill of Rights. Madison, convinced that individual freedoms 

could be maintained within the framework of a strong Federal union, 

turned his conviction toward practical guidance of the work of 

delegates to the Constitutional Convention. Thus motivated by a 

desire for a United Nation, protected by constitutional guarantees, 

James Madison helped make our Republic great. 

The thrust of that article--the virtue of patriotically 

motivated Americanism--is one not commonly emphaoized today. In 

this era of mass demonstrations and rioting, open acclaim of strong-

ly motivated patriotism gets little news space. Reports of violent 

mass movements draw daily headlines~ and less and less thought is 

directed toward the desperate need for more constructive moti-

vation in personal action, in the national interest. 

Too few citizens today consciously accept the need for 

assessment and appraisal of the objectives and commitments of their 
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own lives, abilities, and energies in relation to our Nation's ad~ 

vancement o All. too many Americans are subservient to leaders whose 

influence needs closer measurement by the yardstick exemplified in 

James Madison's life, "Is this man truly motivated toward making 

America great?" 

If more Americans applied that yardstick to a number of 

current leaders of mass movements, it is likely that those leaders 

would no longer have masses blindly following their exhortations and 

that, instead, much of the mass efforts would be channeled into 

paths contributing more effectively to our national security, with 

greater ultimate individual gain for all.-

ThOi.!ghtful examination of the motivation of many leaders 

would mean less w3ed for huge expenditureu of J!"l.blic monies for 

training riot sqt~t~ds, purchasing of armored vehicles, undenrriting 

of costs of deplo:;rment of National Gua:ed unitsii' nnd £0:: re8toration 

of Amflrl~an p:r.operty d~lr.aag5d and dest::.-:oyed through violence in city 

streets., 

Wh@t our Nat:ton n8eds is net men motivated toward inflaming 

the nat~.onal atnl.os~ht!re in a sE31flsb. grasp f~r power, or for other, 

h:f.dden, more sinister reas(;::ls, but more Am.:?:t'icBi:. citizens who are 

motiva ted to meamrre rdLl th.!! t they seE and hear In t~rrus of. i'Will 

it ma ke Amerlca g:rea t? fI 
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FALSE SECURITY FROM DIPLOMASHIP 

Increasingly heavy outlays of public and private moneys 

are being poured into the Nation's schools at all academic levels. 

American taxpayers may naturally be expected to want to know how 

effective these expenditures are, thereafter attempting to assess 

the reported results in terms of what they mean to them personally 

and to their childreno 

Particularly at this season of the year, when parents and 

soon-to-be graduating high school students are greatly involved 

with decisions on moving along to higher institutions of learning, 

it is well to note some facts recently developed by one of 

America's great corporations, illustrating the increasing dangers of 

a trend of thought which that organization has labelP..d "security 

through diplomaship"., 

This corporation, taking note of the heavy pressures to 

seeure a college diploma, which our American society is currently 

placing upon young people in our beefed up education drive, 

surveyed 17,000 college men which it employed. The resulting 

findings serve as a Signal beam to parents Bnd young people alite 

in academic planning and efforts o 

First, the survey showed that, more and more, the act of 

going to college is thought of as a status symbol, with the chief 

purpose of going to college merely being to get a degree, with the 

degree expected to serve as a present status equalizer and a future 

passport to security. 

Secondly, it showed that all too many students were unde~ 

the impression that success in being admitted to a status school 

(MORE) 
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or big-name university or college automatically served to start 

a student several rungs up the ladder toward futu~e success in a 

chosen career field. 

Third, the corporation reported that in terms of income 

gained and success achieved in later life, this so-called 

diplomaship brought a poor return for national and individual 

investment of funds o To back up this assessment, the corporati.on 

reported statistics showing that it is the level of scholarship 

which is attained -- as measured by academic achievement -- which 

provides the key for future gain and greatest return on moneys 

invested. 

The corporation's su~~ey reveeled that the single most 

reliable indicator of a college graduate's future success is his 

rank in the graduating class~ A far greater proportion of high

ranking than low' ... ranki'ng students qualifieC! for larger responsibil

ities in their chosen career field. Forty five percent of those 

surveyed who were in the corporation's top salary level were a100 

in the top academic third of their graduating classes, whereas 

forty percent of those in the third lowest salary and responsibility 

level were also in the lowest third in college. 

Futhermore, the corporation's figures were checked against 

college quality, based on nationally accepted institution rankingso 

Those colleges and universities were placed in three groups -

ranked as above average., average, and below average o In appraising, 

the results, the corporation found that top students from average 

or below average colleges have done better in their adult careers 

than average or low-~ank1ng students from above-average collegeso 

West Virginia students will want to note tl~t the cold facts 

are that a high level of academic accomplishment in whatever college 

or university which they attenc1 is a significant indicator of 

probable high level future achievement o The hard law of diminishing 

returns for diminishing invest-mant of time and ~ffort applies in

escapably in the education field o 

-30-
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METALS IN THE NEWS 

Headlines on speculative pressures on silver at home and 

abroad, heavy purchases of gold in foreign marts, negotiations 

toward settling the UnS. copper strike, and charges of improper sale 

and resales of platinum presently are claiming a big share of public 

attent.ion .. 

The current frantic, almost anarchic, rush for U~So gold in 

European markets may well bring to American minds remembrance that 

the quest for gold first stimulated European explorations and con

quests in the Westel~ world c As a corollary, events'of the 1960's 

could be likened to a modern predatory raid by the Old World on New 

World gold. 

It is not necessary to be an expert on the intricacies of inter 

national fina\1.ce and national monetary policies to know that gold, t1 

generally accepted means of balancing international accounts, has 

long been a favored metal for backing currency, One needs, however, 

to be alert to a certain moral which may be gained from current 

events 0 

Today, the Union of South Africa is the country which is the 

chief gold producer for the world, with the U.SoSoR. and Canada as 

other big suppliers. However, the steel and concrete vaults of 

Ft. Knox, Kentucky, as the deposit.ory for the bulk of the UoS. gold 

pullion, constitutes the world's largest single point for gold 

storage. As a result, American fiscal policy is an integral element 

in all international political and financial happenings; and, for the 

same reason, the stability of the Union of South Africa may be ex

pected to be of growing concern to industrialized nations. 

But gold is not the only metal which is vitally involved in 

America 8s security. In fact, American economic and political 

(MORE) 
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welfare is intricately interwined with metals, and through them, 

with the ecor,omic and political life of nations all around the glob,

just as are metals intet.'twined in areas of source and usage through

out the world" 

Minerals occur in nature generally in close association with OlK 

another. For instance, the greatest quantity of silver is obtained 

in refining lead and copper, and gold occurs frequently in associ

ation with silver and other metals. Silver, gold and copper all 

have adjusted values in relation to one another in units of monetary 

exchange. Not often emphasized, but of tremendous importance, silve' 

gold,and copper have high values as conductors of electricity, 

because of the increasing world dependence on electrical energy. 

OVer one-half of the world's output of copper annually goes into 

electrical apparatus and wire. Platinum also has its own special 

merit relative to electricity because of its high degree of electri

cal resistance. 

These metals have other usages which are international in 

connotation. Silver, for example, has a big usage in high-duty 

bearings of aircraft engines o To cite a mineral interdependence, 

copper in many usages must have a tin covering for protection~ As 

another, in the manufacture of tin cans, a thin layer of tin, which 

is a soft metal but also totally impervious to moisture, is super

imposed over iron or steel. 

When one stops to thinkof these and related facts, such as that 

tin is most plentiful in Nigeria, Indonesia, the Republic of the 

Congo, and the Malay Peninsula, and that Russia's platinum is' 

increasingly sold at a higher price in world markets, one sees that 

minerals and nations are unlikely to be effectively isolated and 

prosperously separated in our modern world. Without over-simplifiw 

cation, until that lesson is wisely heeded in the realm of inter

national finance, the threat of chaos may be expected to impinge 

recurrently upon world consciousness; and the citizens of the world 

n~y best hasten toward finding a cheap method of recovering gold 

from sea water, where it has been said to greatly abound. 
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EQUINOCTIAL AND POLITICAL GALES 

People generally pursue their daily courses without too much 

thought for the natural forces which control their environment. 

Yet evidences of one of these powerful environmental forces -- the 

precession of the equinoxes -- has been quite notable lately. 

As salubrious evidence of the arrival of the vernal equinox 

translated in laymen's terms to mean spring is here -- trees are 

leafing out, shrubs are budding, and flowers are blossoming. 

Were these the only evidences of the arrival of the vernal 

equinox, all would be well. But other aspects require a reackoning. 

Back 120 years before the birth of Christ, a scholar named 

Hipparchus first reported the precession of the equinoxes and de

scribed the clockwise progression of the equinoctial points, which 

are the points at which the sun twice annually crosses the equator. 

Isaac Newton in 1687 explained the phenomenon by attributing it to 

the attraction of the moon and sun on the equatorial bulge of the 

earth, pointing out that the precession results in a continual 

increase in the longitudes of heavenly bodies while their latitudes 

remain unchanged. 

This precession is actually a motion whereby the earth's axis 

describes a cone in somewhat the same fashion as the axis of a 

spinning top, with the completion of the individual cone figure re

quiring 25,800 years, Difficult as it may be to envision, it is 

nonetheless a fact that the date and time of the arrival of spring-

or the coming of the vernal equinox -- is set and predictable for 

any calendar year within this cone of many thousands of years of the 

earth's motion. 

(MORE) 
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Annually, this vernal equinox occurs about March 21 and 

marks the beginning of spring in the northern hemisphere. 

Conversely, the autumnal equinox is the point at which the sun 

again crosses the equator but from north to south, about 

September 23, and marks the beginning of autumn for the northern 

hemisphere. On these two dates, in all parts of the world, night 

and day are equal in length, thus the Latin word "equinox" has 

been adapted to indicate either of the dates when day and night 

are equal. 

The belief has long been widespread that violent storms 

called "equinoctial gales" occur at the time of the equinoxes, 

although meteorological science and observations have in recent 

times challenged this popular impression. However, modern 

science has established proof of the effects of the climate and 

weather changes on men and their behavior, so that, while world

wide equinoctial gales may not be the physical weather accompaniment 

of equinoctial peaking, it is a metter of considerable historical 

documentation that forces within men are apparently released or 

"peaked" in relation to seasonal changes. 

This year of 1968 has already provided its own corrobrating 

evidence of this in the form of the strong political gales which 

have swept across the American political scene coincidental with 

the swing in the equanoctia1 precession to the vernal equinox. 

Based on all the evidence now available, the American public may 

well be braced for a possible violent political gale in relation 

to the coming of the autumnal equinox later this year, bearing 

further testimony to the relationship between changing tides of 

seasons and the affairs of men and states. 
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THE BUG BITES 

Bugs and weevils, grubs and roaches, beetles and worms, mites 

and ticks, and a host ot other pesty things from time to time cause 

disturbances in human well-being. The magnitude of these problems, 

however, is usually in direct proportion to the ratio of involve

ment with each individual's personal interests and comfort. 

As examples, it is easy for citizens of the West Coast State 

of California to be detached when the grub of the sweetpotato 

weevil burrows around in stored sweetpotatoes in L~~161ana and 

,Georgia and feeds away on fleshy-rooted morning glory vines along 

the South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts. Midwesterners just plain are 

not going to get too greatly upset when citizens of the New England 

States fulminate over the loss of tree leaves in their orchards, 

resulting from the highly conspicuous and unsightly nests or tents 

of the eastern tent caterpiller. Furthermore, the appearance of 

the fall cankerworm to decimate trees of Colorado, Utah, Montana, 

and California, while it causes a blanching of faces among he-man 

westerners, will mean little to the almost bankrupted vegetable 

growers in Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas who have suffered through 

past losses from invasions of pepper weevils. 

It is true that nobody likes any of the 55 kinds of cock-

roaches which can infest households anywhere in the U.S.; but, 

generally, different pesty creatures loom as a threat to the comfort 

and well-being of residents of differing areas of the U.S. 

A conspicuous exception to this, however, is one bug whose 

presence is easily noted allover the U.S., and whose travels know 

no State line, from Maine to California. That bug -- the political 

bug -- has a bite with after-effects which are never long hidden. 

(MORE) 
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While these aforementioned .ffects are sometimes purely 

transient, within the classification of Americans called presidential 

candidates they sometimes appear to be lifetime in duration. 

All too often the bite of the political bug may be 

debilitating to the bitten one, resulting in frantic peregrinations, 

temporary obfuscation of judgment, great fluctutation in temperature 

from hot to cold, and a marked allergy to popularity polls. 

In some badly-bitten vict~s it causes hoarseness, even 

leading to laryngitis. It can also cause a poorly-balanced dietary 

intake, with over-empbaais on hastily swallowed cold coffee and 

leathery sandwiches. It can produce motorcade-reddened eyes and 

receiving -line bruised hands. Even alnong the so-called 

uncommitted bystanders Itnown as the voting public it can have a 

peated effect. It can wreck once good dispositions and sadly 

strain neighborhood relationships due to differences in views on 

various candidates and issues. 

Verily, the political bug's bite, inevitably followed by a 

strongly rising political fever, can break up I~amon and Pythias" 

friendships of years of standing and cause normally happily-married 

husbands and wives to stop speaking to one another. 

Currently, the political fever following the biting of the 

political bug is mounting in the U.S. to a cyclical peak of a 

presidential election year. While natural forces such as cold, 

stormy weather, spiders, birds, and diseases normally help keep 

living insects and pests under control, it appears that the 

political bug operateo outside the natural balance of forces. 

This year it is again on a rampage, and wise American citizens may, 

therefore, prudently batten down the home hatches, resolving to 

take speeches and news accounts with regular grains of salt and to 

apply a strong dosage of common sense in judging the issues. 
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CATALOG READERS BEWARE 

With all the talk about better labeling of drugs, more 

honest packaging of food and commodities, and multiple meaSU1.-es 

to protect the American consumer in his purchasing, it appears 

that at least one serious oversight has occurred. 

It involves the threat posed to the defenseless American 

gardner by plant and seed catalogs. 

Now any old pro at the planting game knows enough to 

approach spring-arriving seed and flower catalogs with caution. 

He knows, for instance, that when one reads a label stating 

that a specialld.-nd of seed-starting equipment helps to insure 

gardening success, what it actually will help to insure is that 

the purchaser will be lured into buying more and more handy little 

kits and gadgets in struggling for gardening success. 

An old pro may find it safe enough to take a fast look 

through his seed catalog, checking up on whatls new among the 

hybrids. But if a poor, defensless newcomer to the gardening 

game tries to take a quick peek, he is liable to be what CAn hest 

be labeled tI a gone goose". In full view on the catalog back is 

likely to be pictured the largest, most luscious, smoothest, and 

deepest globals of red, juicy-looking, hybrid tomatoes that the 

efforts of man and color photography jointly can produce. 

An old pro at gardening knows, too, that provided the seed 

catalog reader taketh himself sternly in hand and teareth himself 

away from the luscious mouthwatering visions served up in the 

fruit and vegetable sections of the mail order catalog, there still 

remains ahead the double jeopardy of the flower and lawn threat 

which steadily mounts as the pages are turned. 

(MORE) 
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The seasoned gardner well knows that no Miss America 

crowned in Atlantic City could ever match in sheer perfection 

the glories of the blossoms presented as winners of annual rose 

awards. He is quite aware, too, that a good catalog maker 

knows that a mighty challenge is cast to any planter's pride 

on seeing spectacular photos of a fifty-thousand dollar rose, that 

it is insidious for any gardener to be urged to imagine his 

own incomparable giant delphiniums, and that it is enticing to be 

told that a certain super-duper mixture of grass seeds produces 

a lawn as velvety as a doe's eyes and as green as the Emerald 

Isle. 

Right then, at that point in his catalog perusing, is 

when the average gardener needs all the protection he can get, 

from any source, including the Federal Government. Somewhere 

tbere sould be cautions and warnings that all the gorgeous, 

wonderful, unmatchable beauties of the seed catalog pictures 

and adjectives really bloom best in the catalog and in his own 

imagination. If he succumbs to the planting fever, some future 

day, as children trample his flowers, as the birds peck away 

on the delectable grass seeds, and as the aphids thicken on the 

rose bushes, there will dawn on the once-bedazzled gardner a 

realization that those gorgeous catalog pictures are really all 

time high producers of crops of human frustration. 
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THE TIME IS UPON US 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has provided some thought-

~ul proposals toward tackling the troublesome problems of Americacs 

cities p 

At first review, one might question the merit of formulas for 

urbcc benefit which emanate from an agency whose mission is orienteo 

to ri:ll;.:11 advsr4cement. However, experts who emphasize that the upset 

in the P!;1·st balance between rural-urban life has given rise to a 

major portior:. of our Nation's urban problems believe that some of thG 

8Fproaches which have well served the Nation in rural imp~ovement wilJ 

effectively adapt to urban-improvement formulas. 

They point out that under these formulas 6 per~ent of our 

American people now fe~d the Nation better and cheaper. than ever 

b~fore an~ that expenditures for food per capita have declined from 

28 percent of individual income in 1909 to less than 18 percent in 

1968. Thus, a greater portion of Amer~can income 13 freed for use 

for education, autos, travel, and other items of mcdcxu living, and 

more workers are released for industrial and prof'?ARi.oh A.1 r\\. .... "t"QI 1.,.-~. 

Agriculturists further assert th~t this has bp,en in large part 

made possible through land grant colleges and universities, the 

research station system, and the De.partment IS Cooperat:i.vp. Extension 

Service, which have jointly insured that agricultural know-how moves 

directly from laboratoriesQndlecture halls to assi3t farmers with 

th.;;ir problems. They believe a similar highly effective system of 

research, education, and action should now be adapted to a sort o£ 

"houing-in" attack on urban problems. 

They point out that the key to agriculture's contribution to 

the Nation's rural advancement has been research, whereas all too fe~l 

centers in the U.S. are concentrating O~ research on urbAn r,.-ohlems. 

(MORE) 
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They contend studies on improvement of farm buildings end layouts 

of farmsteads, barns, milking parlors, granaries and such, from a 

view-point of convenience, sanitation costs, and aesthetics, should 

be duplicated in developing solutions to crowded urban housing. 

They propose the same general coordinated research on urban 

transportation as on the distribution of milk, and the same 

concentrated research on schooling as on the development of hybrid 

ccrn, with this research serving as a basis for a great educational 

effort to train urban people to meet urban problems. 

They envision a corps of trained men and women in a Nation

wide urban extension service--with functions simllar to those of 

agriculture County agents-- ca~ing directly to the city residents 

the r:a.s\llts o~applied, re.~arc,h, on "the prqblems of:. urb4:l~,.,l~vipg 
" • ~ .' " ' .'.", ,:,' ','.,'.' ... '. ',:. " .,,' L J. ,,:,; ," ;:, .. "" ' .... ( " .. ,' ':.: 

and ,~epor:ting the ~e,eds of~~e, ~e~~+"e, tC?, .. ,.lg:~al~ove.~,nts Efl\~ 

universities for more action. 
\ ' ". , >" , ,. " ,"" : '" ;' ~ (: '" < (~ .; " ,-,', I 

, B~l+eving Home DelDC?~s~.:r:a~ion.~g~~tsllave d91)e.. ~ch,;o .. 
• ' c • .'.!. > '.' '.' ., j", .' ". I\.. ' ~, • " \ " "", ~ • : 

improvefa~ly .. l;tvingin ,rural,An¥arica , .. they suggest .u;i:!aq Home , 
• '. . :.." •• ,'.' ,"'" :., ' • '. '.,.". '.~ '". ' '. "'."" 'i., '., ,:, 

Demo1,ls.t,r~tion agents tp assi,st in makin.g dwellings i~ ~rica's 
• , ' : ,','.' '" • I' \ ':. "., • • < .. >,,~' : 

cities ID:Ore ,at,trac~~ve, to te~ch basi,c l1utritio"",. tQ e~pha:.size,,~l~e 
~ .• ', ' ,~,' '. "I, ..• ' > ,., •• ' " ... • \,' -'. '. ~ " ?, ~ • ,. r' " • 

~uyi~g, t,o ll~lp wi~h famil~Ji~ncing a.~d. child :t:ea,r.ins. prob~ems, •. 

America t s citizens have followed a farm-to-c.ity movement 

pattern, so that 70 percetlt of the Amer.lcan peo,ple ~re livingo~, 
:: : ' I ~ 

~ess than 2 percent. of the land. If the pattern.of movement 
"'I ~ ." ,.. , ',. 

cor..tinues and the ,Nation's population exp~osion d<?es not abate, by .. 

the end o~ this century 240 million Americans will be mashed 
~ " ,. """ , .'. "',' , '. , ' , . 

together in abqut 4 percent of the total land area of the U.S •. 
, ¥ • '., ."\ :',~' 

America's urban problems assuredly are not waiting for 

leisurely exploration. 
, .' l 
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Byrd's Eye View 
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by U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

STORM CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON 

Obscured by preSSing events, but due to cause some soul-

searching among American policy-makers as well as conscientious 

citizens, decisions relative to the Panama Canal shortly must be 

confronted. 

Already front-paged by a leading American financial weekly 

and a well known midwestern daily newspaper have been claims of 

unpublicized negotiotions between the U.S. and Panama which may be 

prejudicial to America's security interests. Reports are gaining 

momentum that there will be proposed for inclusion in future treaties 

provisions sharply increasing Panama Canal tolls; bestowing huge 

chunks of the Canal Zone upon the Panamanians; abrogating the Treaty 

of 1903, which gives the U.S. "in perpetuity" sovereignty, by sub

stituting provisos for a lease expiring at the end of this century; 

and displacing primary American authority by a bilateral Panamanian-

U.S. steering council. 

Certainly due for grave thought is the effect of any changes 

upon the ability of the U.S. to move rapidly in an emergency to 

maintain the security of this waterway passage for world trade as 

well as America's own military transports. Furthermore, as the 

present Panama Canal is known to be outmoded (the waterway is unable 

to handle well the bulk, and many types, of modern military and 

civil ocean transports) there awaits a decision on a new canal, its 

construction, and the location. 

The necessity for this decision brings up yet another problem 

already widely noted by U.S. journalists -- that the potentially 

cheapest, quickest, and most practical canal construction in Panama, 

(MORE) 
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or elsewhere in Central America, 1s probably going to be a sealevel 

canal built by use of nuclear explosives. 

Yet the U.S.'s own precipitous rush into a total nuclear 

test-ban treaty how blocks·its way to canal construction by use of 

nuclear explosives. 

It is interesting to note that suggestions are beginning to 

be floated about that the highly-touted U.S. nuclear test-ban treaty 

may not really have been as good as was once claimed. 

At such time as proposals for changes inthe U.S. position 

vis-a-vis the Panama Canal must be acted upon, in a manner requiring 

legislative action, by treaty ratification or otherwise, it is to be 

hoped that law-makers and citizens alike will remember that there 

are lessons to be learned ftOm short-sighted past national actions 

which may effectively be applied to spare future national grief. 
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by U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

FALSE SECURITY 

Americans seem to have a national temperament which permits 

them to be easily lulled into a sense of security often followed 

by a relaxation of precautions which have been effective in 

securing their safety and well-being. Regrettably, events all too 

often furnish proof of the dangers of such trustfulness. 

An example of the national self-indulgence resulting in a false 

sense of security can be noted in relation to poliomyelitis. 

Following the modern-day miracle of the development of vaccines 

providing protection against the once-dreaded, crippling disease, 

American families rushed to secure innoculations. However, as the 

incidence of polio~elitis became rare, many parents relaxed their 

vigilance, and a degree of neglect in consistently maintaining 

innoculations became evident from the gradual edging upward of 

reports of poliomyelitis symptoms in cases scattered about the 

country. Now medical authorities are warning American parents not 

to take poliomyelitis protection for granted but to be provident in 

taking preventive actions, maintaining a close check on shot 

records and making certain younger children receive their innocu-

lations. 

In much the same manner, Americans ought not to be lulled into 

relaxing their guard against the continuing assaults of communism 

here and abroad. They need to be skeptical of the constantly 

reiterated statements that the Communist threat has been success-

fully contained, that there is no longer such a thing as a mono-

lithic Communist conspiracy, that the Communist world is split in 

half between Red-indoctrinated countries--with the U.S.S.R. and 

Red China heading oPPosing factions which now prevent international 
(MORE) 
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Communism from posing a strong threat to the peace of the world. 

While such judgments of Communist divisions have a factual 

basis, in result and practice the internal division in Communist 

hierarchy does not mean safety for the U.S. and western democra

cies, and Americans should not be hoodwinked into believing that 

it does. 

True the circumstances of today's world are vastly different 

from the era which gave rise to Bolshevism, and the period when 

Stalin was in power in Soviet Russia; but anyone who notes the 

similarity of recent '~ppeningsrt in America's riot-torn cities, 

the coordinated timing of incidents of civil disturbances across 

the Nation, and the manner in which student uprisings are disru~tr 

ing many of the Nation's campuses and universities after pub1ishec 

reports of leftist planning for such incidents this String, would 

do well to view with a skeptical eye the thesis that only spon

taneous elements are involved. 

Debates as to how deeply entrenched t~ew Left" elements are 

among student movements, whether it is indeed I~ewfl or "Old IV 

Leftists mingling among militant civil rightists, and whether the 

pro-MOscow or the pro-Mao elements are most dominant in trouble 

making in the United States do not touch the heart of the matter. 

Communism has for too many decades fished in troubled wa.ters 

wherever practicable allover the world, hastening to grasp 

opportunities to foment trouble, for Americans to scoff now at the 

idea that Communism is reduced to the level of ''bogey-manti. One 

does well to question who stands to gain the most from the events 

which are daily, and tragically, occupying more and mo:t7c of the 

Nation's energies and resources. 

-30-
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by U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

MORE C~ruNIST FISHING IN TROUBLED WATERS 

Obscured somewhat by other more preSSing developments, 

recent news reports of Soviet Russia's tactical advances in the 

Middle East need to be closely scrutinized. The Soviets, long known 

for their proclivity for seeking gains by "fishing in troubled 

waters" , have made the Middle East, with its constantly trouble-

stirred waters, a prime target for Communist advancement. 

In the area of the Indian subcontinent, Britain's decision 

to end its military obligations in the Persian Gulf by 1971 has 

apparently served as on HOpen Sesame" to the U.S.S.R., which today 

has the second largest naval fleet in the world, one which is 

steadily growing. Already Soviet moves to increase the size of its 

Mediterranean fleet have been noted. 

This is but one facet of the concerted Soviet drive to 

increase its sphere of influence in the Middle East. British news 

sources have persistently reported that a defense pact may be under 

negotiation between the Soviet Union and India which would provide 

the Soviets with Indian Ocean bases for warShips, on Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands, in return for MOscow's supply of naval units and 

other defense items for India. 

While Indian sources have denied the conclusion of any such 

treaty, it is nonetheless true that in 1965 India signed a contract 

with the U.S.S.R. for the purchase of submarines and other naval 

units, and Indian personnel are now being trained to man Soviet 

submarines. Also, India has begun to receive delivery of more than 

100 Soviet SU-7 supersonic-jet fighter-bombers. 

But the Soviets are not confining their fishing expeditions 

merely to the troubled Indian waters but are making accelerated over

(MORE) 
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tures in Pakistan. The Soviet Premier, Alexei Kosygin, recently 

visited there, ostensibly as a return courtesy for 2 visits by 

Marshal Ayub to Moscow, sparking reports of discussions between these 

two national leaders on arms, economic aid, and political postures. 

Already Moscow is committed to furnish $35 million yearly as part of 

Pakistan's 5 -year improvement plan. 

While current U.S. aid to Pakistan greatly exceeds this 

figure -- and it is likely that the Pakistani government will be 

cautious in its dealings wtth the Soviets, now increasing their 

military aid to the Indian government -- there stand.s on the other 

side of the equation the fact that Pakistan has in the past received 

substantial military aid and equipment from Red China. 

It is probable that an increasing Soviet military presence 

will be seen in the Mediterranean-Middle East area. Already aware of 

the danger inherent in that possibility, the Congress last session 

blocked plans for a system of fast deployment logistic (FDL) sbips, 

designed to be stationed strategically to provide necessary provisions 

and equipment to support U.S. military operations in troubled areas. 

Although some members voiced fears again this year -- that financing 

such a system might lead to possible unilateral embroilment in peace

policing efforts -- the authorization for such a system bas now been 

given an apparent go-ahead. 

What the American people and their representatives abroad 

most need to do is to motivate other nations, such as Australia and 

New Zealand, and so-called uncommitted Asian nations such as Japan, 

to share the burden of maintaining the peace. Too long has the 

United States carried the heavy burden of the peace-keeping loaJ, 

when, in fact, the mission of peace-keeping is of paramont importance 

to every free nation. 
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Byrd's Eye View 
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by U. S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

FACTS ON AID TO THE POOR - -. ---......-.-
Often heard as an accompaniment of Congressional debate on 

Federal spending programs is a certain statement, "Let's look at the 

record. " 

U.s. citizens might wish to adopt that approach in consider-

ing demands by pressure groups for instant, massively-expanded fund

ing of programs touted under the banner f~id To The Poor. 1i 

A look at the record of Federal spending for programs already 

falling within that category would be an eye-opener. 

For the Fiscal Years 1960-1969, estimated Federal funds for 

,programs assisting the poor total 138 billion dollars. 

The Bureau of the Budget has compiled a table showing esti-

mated Federal funds for programs assisting the poor which breaks down 

as follows: 
1960 (actual) $ 9.5 billion 
1961 (actual) 10.9 billion 
1963 (actual) 12.5 billion 
1964 (actual) 13.4 billion 
1966 (actual) 18.3 billion 
1967 (actual) 21.1 billion 
1963 (estimate) 24.6 billion 
1969 (estimate) 27.7 billion 

This compilation does not encompass all programs which affect 

the poor, but only those which have a special impact on the poor, so 

that these totals do not tell the whole story but reveal the force 

of the long range economic, fiscal, and budgetary planning to 

sustain and strengthen this Nation's citizenry_ 

What programs are covered in this eight-year total of 138 

billion dollars? Placed in correlation groupings, they are as 

follows: 

Group 1 -- Programs included 100% !a ~ tabulation ~ 

which ~ aimed !! the poor !n general ~ !!! .! specific groul? of ~ 

(MORE) 
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population ~ ~ poor (example, Indians) 2£ regionally oriented 

(such !! Appalachia) : 

Economic Opportunity grants; Title I of ESEA; Work Study; 

Adult Basic Education; Head Start; Indian health, education, and 

welfare; Job Corps; Work incentive activities; Neighborhood Youth 

Corps; Concentrated Employment Program; Public Assistance; Food 

Stamp Program; Aid to Depressed Areas and Regions; Comprehensive 

health centers; Day Care centers; and all other OEO programs. 

Group II -- Programs aimed principally !! !E! income groups 

of ~hich ~ ~ constitute .! significant proportion, ~ ~ 

major programs being: 

NDEA student loans; Health insurance for the aged; Medicaid; 

Veterans disability pensions; Veterans survivor pensions; Direct 

,distribution and removal of surplus agricultural commodities; 

Minimum wage enf~rcement; Grants for maternal and child health and 

welfare; Low rent public housing; Comprehensive city demonstration 

program; Ten-year housing program. 

Group III -- Programs ~ E.2 all £.egardless of income but 

which ~ taken advantage of ~ Ez .!.2! income E!0ups, .!!!:.h ~ 

major incluSions: 

Vocational education; Manpower Development and Training Act; 

Selective Service System rejectee program; Veterans Administration 

hospital, nurSing, domiciliary and outpatients care; Grants for 

vocational rehabilitation service; Grants for neighborhood facilities 

Group 1Y. -- ProB-rams ~!1 !2. ill regardless .2! income ~ 

which contain specific penefits ~ ~ ~oor £! !2 very ~-income 

BEoups, with the major inclusions being: 

OASDI: Railroad Retirement program; Employment Insurance; 

Veterans Survivors Compensation; School lunch and special milk 

programs; Rural housing loan program. 
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by U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

SOVIET UNION AND SCANDINAVIA 

May 17, 1968 

A Special Congressional Study Mission to the Soviet Union 

and ScandincIvia recently explored developments in that area of the 

world as related to the Cold War, Vietnam, the continuing Middle 

East crisis, disarmament, and trade. It turned up some facts which 

could be helpful in avoiding miscalculations in our U.S. policies. 

The Comtll.ittee stated at the outset of its report on Soviet 

attitudes, 'ewe observed no evidence of a IIl'zllningful detente. tv It 

supported that assessment by emphasizing an over-all impression that 

any major improvement in United States-Soviet relations is still a 

long way off, that conflicts and tensions which have characterized 

the entire period of the Cold War have not abated matertally, and 

that they could become intensified in the future. 

The Committee reported that one factor indicating the end of 

the Cold War is not in sight is the impressive military capability 

of the Soviet Union, including the Soviet variable-sweptwing plane, 

the Talin ARM system, and the advancing' Soviet space and missile 

achievements. It cited as another grave development the increaSing 

mobility of Soviet military forces, including dramatic expansion of 

Soviet naval strength, Soviet air-transport capability, and Soviet 

mechanized divisions. 

Warning that all these developments are fully noted in the 

neighboring Scandinavian countries of Finland, Sweden, and Norway, 

the Study Mission members pointed out the importance of the impact 

because the U.S. has heavy mutual interest with Finland and Sweden 

in strengthening United Nntions peacekeeping arrangements; in Norway 

concerning the prospect of NATO; and in all three, regarding future 

U.s. policy toward all of Europe -- East and West. 

(MORE) 
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Due to these special interests, and the resulting need to 

counteract the continuing Soviet pressures, the Study Mission observed 

that it would appear to follow that the U.S. would benefit most by 

emphasizing in Scandinavia the positive aspects of our American 

society, and our Nation's efforts on behalf of the security and 

economic development of the free world. This is not, however, the 

circumstances, the Study Mission reported. Instead, an opposite 

effect is being created because of the reports carried by the mass 

communications media of Scandinavia on U.S. domestic and foreign 

activities. 

Violence in the streets, crime, racial strife, lihippiedomtl
, 

and poverty, as well as the unrestr::lined criticism within the U.S. 

of its own policy in Vietnam, are the subjects of the bulk of the 

reports on the U.S. which one finds in the newspapers, magazines, 

radio, and television, warned the Committee. 

Thus, once again, citizens of the U.S. are provided with an 

alert that attitudes abroad, shaped by todayls reporting of events, 

will have to be reckoned with in our future national policies, with 

fundamental consequences to free world security and leadership and, 

conceivably, to our own national security. 

Continued disarray in U.S. national affairs, reflected in 

destructiveness of action in civic life and individual irresponsi-' 

bility at many public and private levels within the Nation, are 

undermining the U.S. position abroad. 
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GIVEAWAYS 

Some pointed remarks on foreign aid by the outgoing President 

of the World Bank, just prior to his replacement by the former 

Secretary of Defense, have riveted the attention of world financial 

leaders and econ.omists. 

These comments, made to the second Uni ted Na tions Conference 

on Trade and Development in New Delhi, India, revealed views of the 

retiring World Bank ~eader not previously generally circulated. That 

official plainly stated that some aid extended to nations not only was 

not productive but actually retarded economic growth within the 

recipient nations. 

This, in effect, amounted to an indirect criticism of the 

foreign policy of the United States, as foreign aid by the U. S., to 

a vast number of nations around the globe, has been a major premise of 

our foreign policy since World War II. Elsewhere it is notable that 

other imminent and knowledgeable public figures have become ex· 

ponents of substantial cuts in U. S. foreign aid programs, placing 

their own label on foreign aid, calling it "Giveaways." 

Thus the general tenor of the current public dialogue on 

foreign aid is growing more and more critical, with the thought 

expressed that foreign aid may be in many areas more harmful than 

good, and that, from the long-range view, some of the Marshall Plan 

programs now appear to be less than an unqualified success. Also, 

critics have said that Food for Freedom and Food for Peace programs 

--giving away food--have served to keep foreign governments from 

increasing their own agricultural productivity. As examples, they 

point out that free U. S. wheat to Chile is believed to have 

crippled the development of farming there; that in Yugoslavia, 

(HORE) 
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peasants have reduced their wheat output, putting increasing 

reliance on American wheatJ and that U. S. wheat shipments under Food 

for Peace to Egypt sustains its war of conquest on Yemen. 

It has been asserted that the Marshall Plan in general under

wrote continuation of fiscal policies in England which have now 

proved to be disastrous; that, because it was assured of Marshall Plan 

subsidies, Great Britain did not transform into long-term obligations 

its nominally short-term foreign debt--the sterling balances; and that 

Britain' s ailing financial posJ~t ion now reflects the crushing effect 

of that failure. 

Furthermore, it has been pointed out that France, based on huge 

U. S. outlays of foreign aid after WWII, nationalized its coal and 

electric power and proceeded to develop high-cost French coal mining 

with a resulting output that could never otherwise have been 

competitive in world markets. 

Some economists have noted that the massive inflows of 

foreign aid into India led to economic policies enriching a clique of 

businessmen who have received special favors and have unwisely launch

ed inefficient industrial projects scattered about throughout that 

country, to the detriment of sorely-needed agriculture programs. 

These and similar charges against U. S. foreign aid programs 

make it certain that a closer weighing of present and future foreign 

effects of foreign aid will be done at responsible Federal levels. 

The spotlight is focusing ever more strongly on giveaways. 

-30-
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HOUS ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

The Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, just passed by 

the U. S. Senate, might almost be called the "Something-for-Everybody 

Bill." 

A number of its programs, if retained in House of Representa

tives' action, hold substantial prospects of benefit to West Virginia. 

Some of these are lesser-publicized programs, which nonetheless have 

potential suitability for meeting West Virginia's needs. 

As one example, the bill adds a new section to the existing 

Housing Act to permit the Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban 

Development, to insure supplemental loans to finance improvement, 

repairs, and additions to multifamily rental projects (including 

nursing homes and housing for the elderly) and group practices 

facilities financed with an FHA-insured mortgage. 

The Greenbrier County Court, which is sponsoring a long-term 

care nursing facility, might have had its way smoothed in developing 

its project, had such a section already been in effect. Also, al-

thought the concept 1s not yet widely understood in the State, there 

are believed to exist substantial possibilities for better medical 

care in many areas of West Virginia through development of group 

practices facilities under the provisions of that section. 

For public service districts throughout the State, in areas 

which have vital need for water and sewage systems, there is hope 

for consideration of projects which meed HUD's size category and 

other criteria, through the continuation of the water snd sewer 

development grant program and an accomp,mying multi-million dollar 

authorization. 

Municipalities in West Virginia, such as ones ~.n Ohio and 

Kanawha Counties, which have evinced i.nter(::st in th,:;~ d,Jd~l CiU.as 

Program, can take a c.loser look at this concept,' as a third r()und 
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of participation will be possible through the provision of $12 mililot 

for planning assistance and administrative expenses during FY 1969. 

This, plus the authorization of $1 billion for model cities for 

FY 1970, provides opportunities for soundly-based projects under 

interested local sponsorship. 

Additionally, greatly improved and liberalized provisions for 

college housing loans, to include a special grant program related 

thereto, have been incorporated into the existing college housing 

loan program. In the past, .that program has been far short of the 

need. Now additional funds have been authorized, and it is hoped 

that this will provide extension of opportunities for West Virginia 

. colleges, such as West Virginia State College at Institute which has 
"-.. . . 

twice now sought program assistance. 

Another program with potential opportunity for West Virginia 

under the proposed Act is the Open Space Grant Assistance Program. 

Some municipalities, such as Princeton, in Mercer County, have 

shown interest in this program, which is proposed for extension 

under an authorization of $150 million for open space grants in 1970. 

Of particular significance to West Virginians, a key provisior. 

of the new legislation is a national program of flood insurance as a 

joint venture between the Federal government and the private in-
"-.. 

'-

surance industry. The bill permits, as an alternative, an all 

Federal program, and it authorizes establishment of a National Flood 

Insurance Fund in the U. S. Treasury. Initially planned to be 

available for one-to-four-family residential properties, extended 

coverage (based on studies), may go, if feasible, to other 

residential, business, agricultural, non-profit organizational, 

and local and State-owned properties. 
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By UOS8 Senator Robert C. Byrd 

OUTDOORS IN WEST VIRG!NIA 

With summer almost upon us, the thoughts of many families 

naturally turn to vacations and outdoor recreation. 

And while numerous West Virginia families may decide to visit 

friends or relatives in other states, or perhaps travel to some new 

city, national park, or historic area, there are still many who feel 

"there's no place like home~fV 

For these people, and for everyone who simply enjoys taking 

day trips, West Virginia offers a plethomof worthwhile places to 

visit and things to do. 

If it is camping or picnicking which you like, there are two 

National Forests, the Monongahela and the George Washington, there is 

a National Recreation Area at Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks, and there 

are 29 state parks, and 482 local parks or playgroundse 

In the National Forests, in the Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks 

National Recreation Area, and in nearly all of the state parks, 

there are facilities for picnicking, camp1.ng hiking, swimming, 

boating, fishing, and horseback riding, as well as playground and 

game areas. 

In addition to the above-mentioned areas, the U.S" Army Corps 

of Engineers operates four reser1oirs--Bluestone, Tygart, Sutton, and 

Summersville--where boating, picnicking, sailing and water skiing 

·are pe-rmitted '" 

It is interesting to note that in the state parks alone there 

are a total of 192 cabins, 8 lodges, 15 pools or beaches,S museums, 

2,200 picnic tables, 12 lakes, 147 hiking or bridle paths, and 100 

miles of park roads. 

Among the local parks and recreation areas, the two largest 

are Oglebay Park in Wheeling and Coonskin Park in Charlestono Ogle-

bay Park has cabins, a lodge, an olympic-sized swimming pool, a 
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museum, planetarium, two golf courses, hiking and bridle paths, a 

lake, and tent and trailer accolInnodations. 

Hunters and fishermen will find that West Virginia has some 

800 miles of cold water trout streams and some 18,000 miles of warm 

water fishing areas o 

In addition to this general list of areas, there are numerous 

other places in the State which are worth a day's visit o 

Harpers Ferry in Jefferson County provides a worthwhile iUstep 

back in time" to the historic period when abolitionist leader John 

Brown staged his famous raid on the Federal arsenaln 

The U.S. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife operates three 

fish hatcheries in West Virginia. These are located at Kearneysville 

in Jefferson County, White Sulphur Springs in Greenbrier County and 

Bowden in Randolph County. 

Each of these hatcheries is open to the public, and visitors 

can see the young fish in all stages of their growth cycle. 

In the Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National Recreation Area, the 

Spruce Knob Tower in Pendleton County is nearing completion. To be 

opened in August, the 25-foot tower atop West Virginia's highest peal{ 

gives a commanding view of the surrounding mountainso 

For those who want their outdoor recreation "pure," without 

the press of other campers or picnickers, there is a special wilder

ness area in the Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks par.ko This section, in the 

beautiful Smoke Hole region is being left in an undisturbed state 

with only hiking and bridle paths through it" 

These, then, are just some of the many attractions within less 

than a day's drive of nearly every West Virginian •. All are well 

worth seeing and are easily accessible. 
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WEST VIRGINIA SYMBOLS 

June 14, 1968 

June 20, 1968, marks the 105th anniversary of the 

Statehood of West Virginia. And for nearly all that time, a 

familiar sight to most West Virginians has been the State's Coat-

of-Arms upon which is emblazened the motto 'Montani Semper 

Liberi"--Mountaineers Always Free. 

This Coat of Arms forms the main portion of the Great Seal 

of West Virginia as well as of the State Flag of West Virginia. 

The Seal, which is stamped on all official State papers, 

was designed not long after West Virgi.nia joined the Union .. 

According to the report of a legislative Committee, made 

September 23, 1863, the size of the Great Seal was set at 2~ 

inches in diameter~ The Less Seal, was to be smaller but similar 

in design, but of lesser dimensions o The Secretary of State was 

designated keeper of the Sea1so 

The subjects portrayed on the obvEor.se (front) and reverse 

sides of the Seal are all symbolic of various aspects of West 

Virginia lifeo Some are dated, but most are as timely today as 

they were 105 years ago. 

For example, the two men standing on either side of the 

rock, on which is engraved the date of the State's founding, 

represent the farmer and the miner" The farmer, whose right hand 

rests on a plow and whose left hand holds a woodsmanls axe, is 

dressed in a more quaint fashion than we might see today, but with 

modern styles being what they are, it is hard to tell what might 

come back into style~ 

In front of the rock rest two rifles which, according to 

the legislative report on the Seal, are "crossed and su:t'mOunted 

at the place of contact by the Phrygian cap~ or cap of liberty, 
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indica~ing ~ha~ Qur freedom and liberty were W0t:l ami ~ill be 
" 'I" " . • ) .: .) • " ,! ".,", .' ~> \, ~', " ' 

main~aiIl:ed. 9Y the f()~ce, of arms. Ii 

<m. t,he x:eve't~e sid.~ of the Seal, which is not a~ qftfaD 
••. ',: ' ' .!,' 

d.i$pl~yed., but whic::h is actually quU:e picturesque, i$ portr~yed 

a ~ross-section of 1863 West Virgi~ia life. To on~ side is a 

wo()ded ~untain, opposite wbich is a cultivated hillside with 
, ¥ " I. - . " 

a log farmhouse typical of the times. A railroad tre~tle runs 

along the mountain side~ According to the 1863 report~ this 

i$ P'arepre$entation of the viaduct on the line of the Balti

more and Ohio Rail;oad in Preston County, one of the great 

engineering triumphs Qf the age • tv • • • 
Toward the ce~ter of this scene is a factory, in front 

'. ' " 

of which runs a river with boats along its banks. Nearby are 

an oil derrick and a salt drying ~hed--equipment used to extract 
. ,'. .', " 

oil and salt in the 1860's. Cattle and sheep, representative 

of the $tate's fa~ ind~stry, are shown, feeding. 
, ' 

All of theSe are ~epresentative of the leading Bc::tivities 
and pursuits of West Virginia in 18630 Surpri$ingly, many of' 
~hem are valid symbols in 1968~ , , 

The State flag of West Virginia, a white banner containing 
the coat-of-arms of the'State bracketed on three Sides by a 
garland of Rhododendron, the State flm.;rer, and surmounted by a 
ribbon containing the wOl:ds "State of West Virginia Ii, also has 
an interesting history. 

From the time of the State's founding, until 1904, there 
was no State flag. However, in that year the Centennial of 
the Louisiana Purchase was' held in St. Louis, Missouri, and the 
Commissioners of West Vir.ginis exhibit found it necessary to 
have a flag if West Virginia's honor among the States was to be 
upheld. ' 

Unfo~tunatelYJ the flag they came up with, while attractive, 
was found impractical to use inasmuch as the Rhododendron design 
on one side and the coat-of:"arms motif on the other tended' to 
show through and cancel each other out. ' ' 

Therefore, when Wes~ Virginia was invited to participate 
in the Jamestown, Virginia, Expostion in 1907 a 'new flag was 
created. Thi~ flag~ simil~r in design to the first, was found 
visually satisfact.ory, though too expensIve to mass produce for 
school~' and' for' other necessary uses'~ 

However, it was not until 1929 that the present State flag 
WS$ de~igtied. ;13ecause only one plat.e wa$ needed to stamp this 
design"on the cloth, low cost reproductions were made possible 
and this flag has enjoyed C:9tltinued'£avor and widespread use. 

" • ",.J;' ~ . . 
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TIGHTENED UNITED NATIONS BAN ON RHODESIA 

Concern for the preservation of America's character as a 

freedom-loving and independence-respecting Nation may well be felt 

following U.S. action in voting for the United Nation's resolution 

tightening the trade ban with Rhodesia. 

This Security Council resolution, introduced and pushed by 

Britain, was unanimously passed during the last week of May. Design

ed to cripple the economy of white-ruled Rhodesia, it specifies 

that all U~ N. participants must end all exports and imports to 

Rhodesia, except for medicine, news, and some educational materials; 

that Rhodesian passport holders may not travel into U.N. member 

countries; that all air connections with Rhodesia shall be cut; and 

that a halt must be made to all investments in the Rhodesian 

economy. Whether the ban is enforcable and will achieve the aim 

for which it is intended is another matter o The resolution, does. 

however, require an August 1968 reporting by the member Nations of 

all actions taken in compliance with the ban. 

It is noteworthy that former Secretary of State Dean Acheson 

characterized the passage of the resolution as "furnishing a fig 

leaf of legal respectability for otherwise naked aggression. IV 

Speaking before the American Bar Association, he denounced the 

resolution in the positive terms which it deserve::), calling it a 

vicious substitution of collective aggression for the conception cf 

justice. He charged that, by its action, the u~ S. is engaging 

itself in an international conspiracy, instigated by Britain, and 

blessed by the United Nations, to overthrow the government of a 

country that has done the U.So no harm and threatens no one. He 

further points out that this rosolution constitutes barefaced 

aggression, is unprovoked, and is not justified by a single legal 

and moral principle. 
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In light of these charges, by a respected authority in 

affairs of State, one may well wonder how this Nation got itself 

into the midst of what is obviously just another international 

mess. That answer is that we are supporting Britain, a nation 

which has done little to bolster our difficult situation in South 

Viet Nam. We are backing our European ally, Britain, which is 

trying to force its colonial possession, Rhodesia, to knuckle 

under to its sovereign will. The Rhodesian regime in power, led 

by Premier Ian Smith, has reacted by declaring Rhodesia independent 

of British colonial rule. The British, wanting the Rhodesian 

government to do as it is told and to fall in line with British 

plans for eventually giving Rhodesia's black majority control of 

the government and eventual independence, has succeeded in summcning 

U~ited Nation's pressure to bear economically against Rhodesia. 

The fact of the matter is that the United States has no 

basic national interest at stake and that it has not been in any 

manner whatsoever threatened by Rhodesia. In bard practicality, 

it is gross presumption for this Nation, with its own grievous 

racial problems, quite obviously unsolved, to interject itself 

into such problems in another country. 

In joining in this United Nations' action against Rhodesia, 

it would seem, at a minimum, that our Nation is foolishly seeking 

and fomenting trouble by participating in a British-Rhodesian 

dispute. At a maximum, it could become a g1:'OSS tragedy if a bloody 

civil melee breaks out within RhodeSia, or if sn Inter-African 

war should be sparked between Rhodesia and its neighboring 

countries. 

-30-
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OF INFLATION AND THE RIVER 

The fact there is inflation and that costs are rising is so 

taken for granted these days that the actual extent of the price 

rise often goes unnoticed. 

A way to illustrate graphically the extent of this increase, 

however, is to compare the costs of es~entially similar federal 

projects in the same area over a period of time. 

In West Virginia, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is construc-

ting a series of high-lift locks and dams along the Ohio River~ 

T~ese structures, the locks of which measure 110 feet wide by 1,200 

feet long, are designed to ~peed river traffic by replacing the more 

numerous and shorter low-lift: locks and dams .. 

Construction of each of these locks and dams is a vast under-

takingG The work usually extends over a five or six year period o 

A1.1d while the relocation costs, such as raill~oads and highways, ~ary 

",dth each structure, essentially the cost of each lock and dam is 

about the same. 

The first of these modern bigh lift structul'es .. · .. tne Gallipolis 

Locks and Dam--was built in 1937 at a cost of about $9.,7 m:i..llion<» 

(This structure, while considerably larger than the older locks and 

dams, is only about half as big as the one.s now being built m.1tl it, 

too, may be replaced in time.) 

The Pike Island Locks and Dam, located near ~Jheeling, was com-

pleted in 1965. It cost $56.2 million. 

The Belleville Locks and Dam, located below Parkersburg, is 

presently 91 percent complete and should be finished early next year. 

Its cost will be about $62.5 million. 

Cost of the Racine Locks and Dam, located above Huntington is 

expected to run about $68.5 million. This structure is expected to 
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be complete in late 1970. 

Work on the Hannibal Locks and Dam near New Martinsville beg~n 

last summer and should be finished Some time in 1972. The cost--about 

$71.4 miliion. 

Finally~ construction of the Willow Island Locks and Dam, located 

near Sto Marys in Pleasants County has just begun. This project will 

not be complete until the mid-l970s at a cost of about $77 milliono 

In chart form, the cost increase looks like this: 

Locks and Dam ~ of Completio~ Es'?;. G" ... ;;;~$ fuilliont( --
Gallipolis 1937 $9.7 

" ;'ike Is land 1965 56.2 
Belleville 1969 (est.) 6205 
Racine 1970 (est,,) 68.5 
Hannibal 1972 (est.) 71,,4 
Willow Is land mid-1970s 77.0 

If we take the 1937 cost of the Gallipolis Locks and Dam as our 

base cost, then the price of these structures went up almost 580 

percent between then and 1965 when the Pike Island project was com-

plete. And the cost will have gone up almost 800 percent by the time 

the Willow Island project is fin5.1\hed some seven or eight years hence" 

Even if we use the more current 1965 cost of the Pike Island 

project as our base, costs will have gone. up 1102 percent between 

then and 1969 when the il<311eville p;,t'oject is scheduled to be complete" 

And the increase in costs fznm 1965 to the time when Willow Island 

is slated to be finished ~ill be slightly more than 37 percent. 

- 30 -
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MULE TRAIN 

July 5, 1968 

The announcement some weeks ago that a mule would be a part of the so-called 

Poor People's Campaign conducted in Washington, D.C., stirred up a lot of spec-

ulation, in the minds of persons knowledgeable in the ways of mules, as to how 

the critters could ever be coerced into participating. 

Now in a period of time when acquiring status symbols is a big motivating 

factcr'in human behavior, it is sort of relaxing to sit back and let one's mind 

~oam over the situation involving a real live, just naturally stubborn, bunch 

of mules all lined up to go somewhere as a part of a pre-determined human plan. 

Right there you arrive at the crux of the matter--getting those mules' 

attention long enough to get them all moving at the same time and in the same 

direction--for nowhere will you find a more genuine embodiment of American in

dependence and self-determlnation than in a bunch of mules. In fact, so legendary 

is a mule's calloused indifference to human desires that one facetious old 

prescription for getting a mule's attention is to "hit him aside the head with a 

handy two-by-four. " 

And as any West Virginian can tell you who has hitched up a mule and taken 

him out to do a day's plowing, the fellow following the south end of a mule go1og 

north never knows for sure how long the action will last or what will come next. 

Whether that contrariness is the result of simple stupidity or a surprisingly 

high degree of intelligence has long been the subject of passionate debate among 

mule owners. 

For comparison's sake, consider the horse. Any thoroughbred horse will, 

in obedience to human orders, pull and strain, perhaps so hard that he may event-

~ally rupture himself. But not a mule. Whether it is evidence of more sense, or 

more spitefulness, it is a fact that a mule will just plain quit when he con

cludes he has had enough. It is another fact that a mule is not likely to over. 

eat, whereas a horse, left without supervision 1n some lush pasture end river land, 

may overstuff and founder. 

The mule, known to exist in pre-Biblical days, was first bred in America 

by George Washington. Whether this avocation of the American Army's first 

Co~nder-in-Chief influenced the choice of the mule 8S the symb~ of the U.S. 

Army is not known. However, anyo1'./.e who has s~en the sleekly groomed mules 
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e,vorting at present-day Army athletic events would be apt to suspect that the 

slnert mule knew enough to promote himself from his earlier lowly stage of military 

pack animal to prominence as a s~bol of athletic prowess and superiority. 
\ 

~ut there is another aspect of the appearance of a mule train in Washington, 

n!c., as a symbol of the so-called Poor People's Campaign. That appearance 

e~rries something of a paradox with it, for in past yea~8 the ownership of a mule 

r,presented real substance. Possession of a mule in earlier, less complicated 

d~s, was tangible evidence of property ownership, and the sales document on a 

~e might well be used in time of need to promote a loan from a local bank. 

~t is, provided the bank president had not yet learned the less~n that a mule 

e ()uld just be ()rnery enough to lie down and die just to disoblige a human being 

br leaving him without collateral. Thus, whether the mule can be more accurately 

c~nsidered to be a representative of poverty or a symbol ~f the possession of 

w ~rldly goods may be as debatable as other facts about the mule. 

However, one fact about the long-eared offspring of a mare snd jackass is 

n¢ debatable. Regardless of whether he is considered 8S a tribute to the' 

;~s~ieacity of the FatOer of our Nation, as a chattel r$presenting 8 landowners 

affluence, or as a symbol of a poor man"s ambitions, one tact abmlt the U.S. 

mVle is that he is a uniquely unpredictable critter and as such occupies an 

uametdbed niche in American annals. , 
~ 

~' !' H4Ii' !L~ 1;71 rtfl 

~. 
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WATER FACTS 

July 12, 1968 

Nearly every Summer some major metropolis in our country seems 

to experience a water shortage. 

These shortages, which grab So much public attention, might 

lead one to believe that the world is "running out" of water. The 

truth is, however, that there is as much water now as ever. 

In fact, the world possesses far more water than man might 

ever hope to need. The difficulty is that most of it is not 

directly usable and much of what !! usable is grievously misused 

by man. 

About 97.2 percent of all the world's water is salty and in 

the ocean, and another 2.15 percent is frozen in the world's ice 

caps and glaciers. So, unbelievable as it seems, only less than 

one percent of the world's water is left for man to use. 

What fresh water does exist results from one of nature's most 

taken-for-granted wonders--rain. 

The heat of the sun evaporates water vapor from the ocean and 

other water bodies. This vapor is borne by the winds until it 

eventually falls back to earth in the form of rain or snow. 

Man taps the world's fresh water by drilling wells or by 

directly Siphoning off what he needs from rivers, lakes, and 

streams • 

This would cause little difficulty if man returned the water 

as pure as he found it. But such is rarely the case, And every 

time a stream or lake is polluted it is that much more difficult 

for nature to perform its miracle of returning the water to its 

pris tine purity. 

Disregarding the relatively obvious problems of industrial 

and urban waste disposal, consider some of these more complex 

water misuse situations. 
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--Scientists have just about given up on saving Lake Erie. 

Relentless pollution has "strangled" this relatively shallow 

lake\) P:tocesses which, in a state of nature, might have taken 

hundreds of thousands of years have been so speeded up that it 

may only be a relatively few years until this once magnificent 

lake becomes a boggy swampo 

--Atomic energy power plants require vast amounts of water to 

cool thei'r atoIDlc piles <) This water is often discharged dmm .. 

stream, steaming hot, killing fish and other forms of water 

life for many miles o 

And even when pollutants are not poured directly into the 

waters, men may do harm by upsetting the balance of natllre o 

--~ilien abandoned coal mines fill with water seeping in from 

the mountain3 above~ the water table in the surrounding hills 

is often lowered grievously, sometimes causing wells that have 

run full for years to mysteriously dry up~ 

-·Or consider the case of Lake Michigan which recently was 

plagued by millions of dead alewives, small trash fish, floating 

on its surface. 

Why did this "fish kill" occur? Because, when the Welland 

Canal around Niagara Falls was constructed many years ago, 

lamprey eels were able, for the first time, to come into the 

Great Lakes. The eels killad off many of the lake trout$ the 

alewives! natural predator o With fewer trout, the alewives 

multiplied. Only recently has an eel extermination p:rog:t:'sm 

begun to make headway, with the resultant increase in trout 

and decrease in dead alewives Q 

All of these examples are but a long way of presenting 

a short point: To preserve the treasure of our world's fresh 

waters, man must be ever vigilant against pollution as well 

as against disruption of nature's system of checks and 

balances. 
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HATS IN THE RING; ----.-- ---
The remark, "Toss Your Hat In The Ring, QV denoting public 

assertion by an eli.gible American citizen of an intent to seek 

political office, is increasin.g1y conjuring up a vision of 

beribboned, feathered, and flower-bedecked hats being cast into 

the political arena by feminine office-seekerso 

Beginning in 1916, with the election of Mrso Jeanette Rankin 

of Montana on the Republican ticket to serve in the 75th Congress, 

through. the present 90th Congress, there have been 74 women to 

serve in the UoS o Congress o Of these 74 lady law-makers, only 10 

have served in the Senate, and only one, the Honorable Margaret 

Chase Smith of Maine, has served in both House and Senateo I.t is 

further notable that this highly respected New England Senator is 

also the only woman to be an openly avowed and recognized candidate 

for the Presidency of the UoS. 

However, it is quite probable that the UoS o vot~ng public will 

see more female candidates campaigning in their OTNn behalf in the 

future. Taus, female citizens who have some thought of seeking 

public office may wish to reflect on the past experiences of 

successful women office-seekers and to review some of the assess-

ments ftf knowledgeable observers of the UoS e political scene who 

have watched female candidates win and lose political contests. 

As one suggestion~ it has been said that more females might 

benefit by exploiting a strong fe.mnine proclivity for communicating 

by telephone, thus copying the example of the 2nd woman to be 

elected to Congress, Mrs Q Alice Robertson of Oklahoma, who in 

1922 campaigned by telephone. 

As another avenue to public office, the ladies have been 
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advised to choose a husband with strong poll.tical interests, as 

more than one-third of the women members of Congress have been 

appointed or subsequently elected to seats formerly held by their 

husbands 0 As another recommendation~ the lady candidate is 

encouraged to be a persuasive orator while seeking election, but 

thereafter, in winning favor TJdth: and supporting votes from, 

male Congressional colleagues, to develop a reputation for few 

and short speechesQ 

One astute former Congresswoman once stated certain 

admonitions for ambitious female office seekers: be feminine, 

but not too feminine; be friendly--within reason; listen more than 

you talk; take care of the home folks; and work, work, workl Yet 

another successful female politician pointed out that a woman 

seeking a Congressional career would be more successful if she 

were a "loner", """ith no family demands to divert her thoughts and 

energies from service to her constituents back home. However, 

another long-time Congressional office holder retorted by pointing 

out that this would almost automatically eliminate the woman 

office-seeker from aspiring to the Presidency, the ultimate 

political office, because American voters are totally wedded to 

the tradition of a President who is a fine husband and devoted 

father, with a charming, loyal wife, and healthy, attractive 

children:. 

As still more advice to the female office-seeker, it has 

been suggested that she not be merely heavily endowed wi.th 

feminine i~~tincts for guidance, but that she also have a deep 

political instinct in order to survive in the rough-and-tumble of 

political life; that she develop early a hard core of loyal 

followers as an established political base; and it would help if 

she were a recognized public figure identified with some popular 

cause. 

As one point in common agreement by all, a lot of hard work 

is nect.esary in achieving any successful political career for 

e.ither female or male Q 
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WOOING THE VOTER 

Traditionally an eager swain seeking to win the affections 

of a fair young maiden will launch a campaign intended to out-

shine other competitors. That campaign, more romantically 

termed courtship, might include bedecking himself in attractive 

raiment, making deep and, at the time, sincere promises, and 

perhaps spending heavily on the entertainment of the object of 

his affection, including showering her with gifts. However, as 

a matter of both history and fiction, sometimes the wealthy suitor 

brings up heavy financial guns and so overwhelms the maiden, and 

her papa and mama and aunts and uncles, that he sweeps the 

matrimonial field and rides off with the prize. 

That same plot is more and more beginning to be the story 

of political campaigning in the U.S., So that poor but worthy 

candidates may find themselves standing helplessly by while 

affluent opponents grasp nominations. 

Whether or not some of the headgear which candidates are 

photographed wearing during the heat of political campaigns--such 

as an Indian Chieftain's feathered headdress, coonskins, and 

brown derbys--can be considered as attractive raiment, it is a 

fact that, with each successive presidential campaign, more 

money is being spent to win the voters. 

American citizens getting set to exercise their voting 

franchise this November would thus do well to acquaint them-

selves with some of the eye-opening statistics recently issued 

by the League of Women Voters of the U.S., pointing out the 

riSing outlays of funds by candidates for political office. 

Thereafter, they may be in a better pOSition to weigh the merits 
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of the campaigns.:' being waged in wooing their votes. 

Consider this: the total political costs at all levels 

have been estimated at $200 million in 1964; $175 million in 

1960; $155 million in 1956; and $140 million in 1952. 

Interestingly, expenses for political broadcasting at all 

levels in the 1964 general election were 73 percent higher than 

in 1960. In fact, the largest single political cost was for 

broadcasting, with $34.6 million spent on radio and television. 

For campaigns at all levels, spot announcements were highly 

valued, accounting to 60 percent of the expenditures. Announce

ments on television and radio reportedly totaled 92,300, more 

than twice as many as in 1960, and the totals for 1968 are 

anticipated to exceed those of 1964. 

One conclusion to be drawn from such statistics is that 

the day of the lowly, log-cabin-born candidate for the presidency 

is most probably fading into the annals of past elactions. While 

it may not be necessary for present and future candidates for 

high political office to be millionaires in order to mount 

successful campaigns, the high costs make it much more likely 

that the ultimate prize, the Presidency, will fall to him who 

hath a full purse or close ties with affluence. 
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1 From the Office of United states Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

Volume VIII - Number 31 

Byrd's Eye View 
A Public Service Column 

By U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

SELECTING THE CANDIDATES 

August 2, 1968 

August 1968 is political convention month in the United States. Meeting 

first--on August 5 in Miami, Florida--Republicans will choose their candidates 

for the offices of President and Vice President and build, plank by plank, a 

party platform upon wmich their nominees may stand. Then on August 26, Democrats 

will gather in Chicago, Illinois, to make their selection of hoped-for winners of 

the Presidency and Vice Presidency. 

There is an old saying in the sports world that you "can't tell the 

players without a score card." Some recently issued pre-convention facts make 

good aids for the voting public wishing to identify the participants in the con-

vention task of candidate selecting. 

For example, participating in the action at the Republican National Con

vention will be 2,666 delegates and alternates controlling 1,333 votes. Slated 

to represent West Virginia's GOP members are 4 delegates at large and 2 delegates 

from each Congressional District, making a total of 14 votes. However, the total 

delegation present, with alternates, will be twice the number of delegates. 

In Chicago, the Democrats will pick their candidates based on 2,622 votes 

cast by 5,611 delegates and alternates There to represent west Virginia's 

Democratic Party members is scheduled to be a maximum delegation of 86, so listed 

as "maximum" because a maximum number of alternates is included. The maximum 

total delegation, with national committee members,i& 50; and from that group, 

there will come a total 1968 convention vote of 38. 

These West Virginia delegates to the national conventions of the two major 

political parties in the U.S. were chosen earlier this year in preferential 

presidential primaries. 

Studies by a nationally recognized institution have produced a composite 

view of ~61egates, based on presidential convention attendance in the past 20 years. 

In general, the average age of Democratic delegates runs around fifty years 

and that of the Republicans, about 52 years. By sex, the Democrats seem to have 

almost twice as many women delegates and alternates as the Republicans. By race 

most of the Negro strength has been relatively minor in the past, coming chiefly 

from districts in the North with large Negro populations. The 1968 experience is 

likely to vary, however. 
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As to education, a questionnaire concerning attendance at one past national 

convention revealed about one-third of the delegates at both conventions had 

received one or more years of postgraduate education, in most cases probably in 

law school. 

The income level of convention delegations is largely from the upper income 

levels of the U.S. population. For 1968, it is believed to be $15,000 upwards, 

with a goodly percentage reporting incomes of $50,000 or upwards, annually. 

Most often, the Governor of a State or Territory will be a member of his 

party's convention delegation, generally serving as delegation Chairman, a position 

of great strategic importance in convention business. Where a Governor is not a 

delegation Chairman, quite often a U.S. Senator will so serve his party and State. 

A majority of U.S. Senators are usually delegates to their party's convention, " 

whereas, generally, only about one-quarter of the current membership of the House 

of Representatives is to be found in the delegations. 

As a rule, too, from 40 to 50 percent of the delegates are repeaters. In 

convention ~a3ement and leadership, experience is of tremendous value. The 

pay-off on all these convention efforts, of course, lies in the success with which 

the two nomi~ees are chosen--one person to serve all Americans as their President 

fet four years at an annual taxable salary of $100,000, and a Vice President to 

back-stop him in leading the Nation for an annual salary of $43,000, also taxable. 
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WASHINGTON'S NOT YET RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM 

Washington, D.Co, is about to break into the membership 

of a super-exclusive world club of cities--those with subway 

systems. 

When the breakthrough occurs, and washington at long 1£/:;1.: 

witnesses tourists and Federal workers whizzing about on a 

rapid-transit system, it will not represent a rapid action. In 

fact, the fifty~year-old question, t~y not a real subway 

system for Washington'?", has given rise to a continuing 

, scenario with cliff-hanging endings which eclipse the old, 

silent movies, l3-chapter, serialized thrillers in length and 

suspense 0 

Under present projections, and based on the resolution of 

related transportation planning for the Virginia-D.Co-Maryland 

area, by 1980, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority will be well on the way to 9perating a regional 

rapid-transit system of 9506 miles of lines, nearly half under-

ground, with 81 stations conveniently dotted among residential 

and business areas. A baSic 25-mile rapid rail system largely 

within the District of Columbia, authorized by Congress in 

1965, will be the heart segment of the system. 

At a probable cost of $205 billion, the fu.nding is to be 

shared to the tune of 154 million State-af-Virginia dollars, 

$212 million from Mar.yland, and $209 million fr.om DoC., pro 

rated on a formula of quality of service, sour.ce of riders, 

and projected population. 

The entry of the UoS. Capital City into the world club 

of subway-operating cities is thus easily recognizable as an 
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expensive one. It is also a very late entry. 

Certainly it will be outclassed in seniority, for the 

London, England, subway system is the oldest in existence, 

having celebrated its lOOth anniversary in 1963. The Moscow, 

Russia, system lays claim to being the most efficient in the 

world, for under the Marxist principles, all operations of 

United Soviet Socialist Russia just are more efficient than 

capitalistic enterprises. Leaving political dogma aside, the 

Moscow subway is certainly apt to be listed as the most 

monumental in ornamentation, with its museum-like stations. It 

also may be the most daring, as Russian engineers are currently 

experimenting with computer-controller. trains to plummet 

Russian travelers ever more speedily along their proletarian 

way. 

But eesthetically and functionally, the French apparently 

have established world leadership in the subway club. So 

admired are Paris' clean, well-decorated station platforms, chic 

blue and beige cars, smooth functioning of train service, and 

generally high-toned operations, that many world cities are 

currently shopping with the French for establish2ent of dupli

cate service q Mexico City has recently contracted with the 

French to duplicate the system in the Mexican Capital., Haifa, 

in Israel, is negotiating with the French, as are Rio de Janeiro, 

Caracas, Cairo, and Calcutta. 

What the depth of world approbation may be following the 

unveiling of washington's subway-rapid-transit system is yet 

unknown. 

However, what the Washington Metropolitan Area travelers 

mostly hope for is not merely another tourist attract:f.on but a 

sound transportation system which offers greater convenience, 

higher speed, fewer traffic jams, and lower cost. 

-30-
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POSTAL SERVICE 

About the only time the American public may be inclined to 

think the Federal postal services are really efficient is the first 

of the month when the bills for rent and utilities, installment 

purchases, and Son Johnny's dental work are all-too-faithfully 

delivered at the family homestead by the U.S. mailman. 

At other times there may be a deep conviction that the postal 

services are not nearly so good as they ought to be for the amount 

of money which they are reported to cost~ 

Well aware of public thinking on this score, the Administration 

established a commission to examine the organization of the U~So 

postal service. A report by that Commission--the Kappel Report, so 

named for the Commission Chalrman--has recently been made publico 

It urges :Immediate reorganization of the Post Office Depc'3rtment, 

with Congr.ess to be asked to establish a Postal Corporation to 

operate the Department on a self-supporting basiso That Corporation 

would be managed by a 9-man Board of Directors. 

Should such proposal ever be p::-esented to it, Congress may 

wish to "look at the record," to see what past experiences would 

cast a helpful light on the postal services situation. 

One excellent U"S. reference work· define.s the term "postal 

services" as arrangements by a government for the e::ltchange of letters, 

packages, and periodicals, and for related sorvices. Such arrange-

ments have b2en a vital part of governmental functions for centuries, 

with courier systems for government use organized in the Persian 

Empire under Cyrus, in the Roman Empire, and in medieval Europe~ 

Over the centuries, private systems have operated sporadically, 

being gradually abandoned or incorporated into government service. 
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Thus, peoples have invariably demanded of their governments 

that postal services, as a vital communications link, be furnished. 

The English postal service, from which our own American 

system sprang, was an outgrowth of royal courier routes, having 

been esta,blished in 1857. The first organized system of post offices 

in America was officially created by Parliament in 1710, although 

as early as 1639 there was a post office in Boston. For decades 

the mails were carried over a system of post roads~ Postage stamps, 

as revenue raising items to help defray postal service costs, were 

first used in the U.S. in 1847. 

So there one has it--the whole basketful of elements--roads 

and transportation, postage stamp fees, and expanding need of 

postal services with a governmental commitment to furnish these to 

its citizens. These elements, updated to the framework of modern 

living, circa 1968, currently fonnthe storm center of public contro-

versy over postal operationso 

West Virginians perhaps have a better estimate of the part the 

element of roads plays in the success of the arrangements by the 

Federal government to furnish needed postal services to its citizens o 

It is notable that they promptly remind Federal officials when 

the postal services within the State seem threatened or are adjudged 

to be inadequate, seeming to desire that their views and protests 

be given attention at a level of government immediately responsive 

to them as ta::tpayers. 

And, therein, reflected in varying degrees throughout the 

U.S., lies the basis for considerable scepticism as to the willing-

ness of the American public to have U.S. postal services turned 

over to a chartered corporation with independent powers to 

regulate postal services, determin~, postal revenues, and manage 

postal operations in general. 
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CLIMBING THE INCOME LADDER 

The matter of personal income has a good many sensitive 

aspectsg In fact, what sometimes appears to be good news may, upon 

closer examination, need a bit of tempering. 

For instance, Federal authorities charged with making accurate 

Nationwide measurements of income levels have reported that personal 

income in the UoS. has increased 518 percent from 1929 to 1965, or 

at a compound rate of 5.2 percent annually. These Sherlock Holmeses 

of the UeSo economic world further report that personal income 

reached a record high in every State of the Union in 1967, with the 

1967 National average of $3,137 per person up $174, or nearly 6 

percent, from the total of $2,963. Now these glowing reports are 

all well and good for any taxpayer to hear, but right away one sort 

of gets a feeling that if Uncle Sam's hawk-eyed income-watchers 

would shift their visions a little more from the income side of 

the picture to the out-go Side, there might be a more complete 

story. Obviously consumer prices are up. 

The income-watchers, however, counter that fact by saying 

consumer prices were only up 2-1/2 percent last year, so that the 

increase in real per capita personal income was up 3-1/3 percent, 

on a National basis. 

Agai.n, granted that these repor.ts on the National economic 

Situation sound good, West Virginia income earners still need to 

know where they stand on the Nation's income laddero 

According to the diagrams of the Federal statistical sleuths, 

West Virginia is one of 12 States placed in a geographical $ategory 

labeled "The Southeast Region." It is reported that, on a State 

basis, the largest gains in personal income since 1960 have b~en 
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concentrated in this Southeast Region, and that 8 of the 10 States 

in the U.S. registering per capita income gains of more than 50 

percent from 1960u1967 are in this Region. However, any elation 

over this news is apt to be a bit deflated when it 13 realized 

that there is a concentration of low-income States in the Southeast 

Region and that, of the 12 States with the lowest per capita incomes 

last year (each one-fifth or more below the National average), 10 

are in the Southeast Region. Any improvement noted thus represents 

a catching up by Southeastern States--a catching up from a l.ong way 

behind the National average. 

Closer examination reveals yet other facts bound to concern 

Mountain State residcuts o West Virginians were reported to have a 

per capita personal income of $2,341 for 1967, an amount totaling 

$796 below the National average of $3,137. This placed West 

Virginia very nearly at the bottom of the Nation's income ladder 

in 1967, with a rank of 47th among the 50 States and the District 

of Columbia. It also indicated a greater dollar disparity between 

the ~est Virginia per 9apita personal income and the National 

figure in 1967 than in 1960 0 The 1960 National figure was $2,215, 

whereas the West Virginia figure of $1,594 represented a level of 

$621 below the National average, giving West Virginia a ranking of 

44th on the Nation's 1960 income ladder~ 

So while West Virginia's per capita income has increased, it 

would appear that it has not kept pace with the National rate. 

An obvious conclusion here is that climbing the income ladder 

is not an easy feat. 
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AUCTIONS 

Auctions are addictive. 

To those who are hooked, they are as irresistable as a jar of 

home-baked Cookies. 

This is hardly surprising, however. For who can pass up a 

shopping bargain? And if auctions provide nothing else, they do 

provide bargains aplenty. 

Where else ClJ,g,SO little buy so much? Where else can a family 

while away an hour or two, spend a few dollars, and come home with 

so many genuine "finds" that they may barely fit in the trunk of 

the car? 

Only at the country auction can such diverse items as wagon 

wheels, old barrels, cider presses, fine cutlery, confederate money, 

linen, and chinese vases be found in such profusion. And no matter 

what the heart's deSire, if enough auctions are attended, the item 

sought is boun~ to come up for sale eventually, 

Even if nothing is purchased, listening to the auctioneer sing 

his siren Gong to the skeptical throng of buyers is a.s enjoyable 

as listening to the lover woo his lady fair at the opera. 

Auctioneers are folkSy and domineering, charming and brassy--

depending on their mood, their audience, and what they have to sello 

Some bellow out, disdaining an am.plifier, to :reach the back rows" 

Others ara barely audible even from. ten feet awayo Many gesture 

vehemently with thei.r hands, their hats, their faces, sometimes 

even with their caneDo 

No ma.tter what their technique, all arE! persuBslve Q l'hr.;:y hl.nt 

at great values and unheard-o f-barga ins " And no matter hmq 

unsightly or useless the object of their attentiona, by the end of 
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the sale, somehow nothing remains unsold. 

The crowd of prospective buyers is the auctioneer's foil and 

complement. At first, it is sometimes difficult to distinguish 

those who come to buy seriously from those who merely dabble at 

bidding. 

The novice shouts his bid. The cognoscenti acknowledge their 

intentions with nothing more than a slight nod of the head or 

gesture of the hand. But when it comes to distinguishing the 

genuine bid as opposed to a random scratch of the head, the 

auctioneer generally has sharp eyes. 

On a note of caution, prospective bidders would be wise to 

note the location of their wives at all times. Nothing is more 

disconcerting, or expensive, than to discover that the person 

~gainst whanyou were bidding is none other than your beloved spouse~ 

If this should happen and your choler must be quenched, 

omnipresent are the ladies of the local grange or volunteer fire 

department who sell cold beverages, as well as tasty sandwiches, 

and home-baked cakes, cookies, and pastries. 

To the auction addict, attendance at a Saturday auction sale 

can be as compulsive as dropping just one more nickel into a slot 

machine. However, there is one distinguishing difference that 

makes auction attendance profitable and slot machines not So. No 

matter how much is spent at an auction, the buyer can always count 

on coming home with goods of Some value if not greater value than 

the price he bid. 
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APPLE SEAS ON 

Fall is the season for apples and cider. 

On a crystal day, the tang of the first bite into a ripe apple 

is matched only by the bright redness of its skin, a color equal 

to the brightest fall foliage. 

Apples are a big business in West Virginia and in 34 other 

states from Maine to Oregon. Annually some 130 million bUShels 

of apples are produced in the U.S. 

Apple history goes back a long way. Legend holds that the 

forbidden fruit with which Eve tempted Adam was the apple, though 

the Bible does not confirm this, one way or the other. 

Carbonized remains of apples have even been found in pre-

historic lake dwellings. The first apples in the New World may 

have been brought over from England on the Mayflower and it is 

reocrded that the Pilgrims planted apple seeds and started the first 

New World orchards. 

Today there are some 2,500 varieties of apples in America, 

though only about 100 are grown commercially. Among the most 

popular are the Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, Winesap, McIntosh, 

Grimes Golden, Cortland, and Jonathan G 

The reason there are so many different kinds of apples is 

because the fruit does not reproduce "true" from seed. It seems 

that seeds from an apple do not produce apple trees precisely like 

the parent treeo Thus every apple seed theoretically produces a 

new apple variety. To grow a type of apple consistantly, 

orchardists employ the technique of grafting the desired type of 

fruit branch onto seedlings or other trees. 

Interestingly, the Golden Delicious apple was first discovered 

in Clay County, West Virginia. According to the National Apple 
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Institute, around 1900 a farmer by the name of Anderson Mullins 

found the first Golden Delicious tree among the other trees in 

his orchard. 

The apple has long been held to have curative values. King 

Solomon hailed it as a fruit of healing. And, there is of course 

the adage, '~n apple a day keeps the doctor away." Science tends 

to confirm the truth of this. 

Doctors have found that infants are happier and healthier 

if they are given apple sauce or apple juice daily. And children 

who eat apples regularly have less tooth decay because apples 

help clean teeth, massage gums, and remove mouth bacteria. 

Apples contain vitamins A,e, and some B complexes, thus 

helping nutrition. Further, for the weight conscious, the average 

apple only has 90 calories and is high in pectin, a substance 

which helps the body absorb cholesterol. 

Apples can be eate raw, baked, grated, pressed (as in cider) 

or as an ingredient in other foods. 

About the only time they cannot be eaten is when they are 

green and unripe. This is because the tannic acid in the fruit 

makes them bitter to the taste and the pectin makes them hard. 

Further, indigestible starches cause the green apple to give 

st9mach aches. 

As the apple ripens, however, the starch changes into sugar, 

the tannins decrease, and the pectin changes into a soluble form. 

Then the apple becomes nature's wonder fruit; tasty, 

nutritious, and eye-catching. 

-30-
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APPROACHING CLIMAX 

It may not be easy for Americans in the year 1968 to picture 

their place in a rapidly accelerating two-part human drama--that of 

lessening food supplies versus multiplying life on this planet. 

Indeed, in the United States during this summer season, in 

the midst of the abundance of summer food--corn-on-the-cob; home-

fried spring chicken; buttered new potatoes; tree-ripened peaches 

with freshly skimmed cream; juicy home-patch watermelons--it is hard 

to believe that the period of America's great food abundance, as 

known in the past, is drawing to a close. 

But the hard fact is that, unless the world solves the 

problem of feeding its people, already a heavily pressing burden in 

underdeveloped nations, Americans will find themselves inevitably part 

of a world tragedy with survival as its theme. 

Consider these statistics: about 3.3 billion people now 

inhabit this planet. In 15 years, there will be 4 billion. By the 

year 2000, less than 32 years away, more than 6 billion humans--two 

for everyone alive today--will be struggling for the earth's food 

and living space, with many of these scramblers for existence psycho-

logically abnormal because of mind and body-stunting malnutrition 

and resulting diseases. And the political effects will be incalcul-

able, for as Seneca warned the Roman Senate nearly 2,000 years ago, 

,~ hungry people listens not to reason nor is its demand turned 

as ide by prayers." 

One obvious and imperative answer to the dilemma surely facing 

the peoples of the world is that of population control. Valuable 

as it may be as a tool, it is only a partial answer. 

Increase of agriculture production, espeGially in under-

developed countries, is a partial counterforce to the impending 
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crisis. Yet another solution, that of developing new food growth 

and types of food, is being heavily researched by governmental, 

academic, and private segments of our Nation. 

Within the State of West Virginia, some interesting proposals 

have been brought forward which are part of these efforts, and which 

at the same time have the added attraction of offering prospects of 

economic development in the selected areas, if the projects become 

established. 

In Taylor County, for example, efforts are being made to 

develop an industry for a synthetic growth process for tomatoes. 

Further, the University of West Virginia, in Morgantown, has plans 

to research the problems in growing greenhouse crops in nutri-culture. 

Elsewhere in the State, an enterprising group of businessmen 

and public-spirited citizens are hoping to research the feasibility 

of the manufacture of high-protein foodstuffS, based on the use of a 

process developed by one of the Nation's large flour manufacturers. 

However, such projects must, in the hard light of daily practicality, 

offer firm possibilities of being economically viable, with the 

product having commercial advantages. Thus the whole system--that 

of producing, processing, and marketing new foodstuffs, synthetic 

foods, fortified foods, and the like--needs to become a goal of 

education, research, and private industry--something called agri-

business. 

West Virginia, and the U.S., may expect to hear more about 

agri-business as future pressures force redoubled efforts to 

find pragmatic solutions to an old and vexing human problem--hunger. 
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MONEY MATTERS 

When the cost of mailing a first class letter was increased 

from five to six cents last winter, the Post Office Departmell.t 

was flooded with an onslaught of mis-stamped mail. Letters pad 

been sent with various combinations of one, two, three, and four 

cent stamps as well as some to which nickels and pennies had been 

stuck. 

All of this was due to the usual misunderstandings among 

some postal patrons as to exactly how much was due, as well as from 

the deSire among other patrons to use up all of their old stamps 

before laying in a stock of the new ones. 

The Post Office Department, long inured to such deviations 

from the norm, however, was fully braced for the mis-mailed 

missives. 

But imagine, if you please, not a mere changeover in the 

denomination of postage stamp needed to mail a letter, but rather 

a complete change in the monetary system of the nation. 

Imagine that instead of going to the pay window and receiving 

the usual number of dollars and cents, the clerk handed over a 

check or envelope containing wages calculated on an entirely 

different system of money--one in which dollars and cents no longer 

meant the same thing. 

To say that confusion might be the order of the day is an 

understatement of considerable dimensions. 

Yet, such a changeover is taking place in Great Britain. 

And we in the United States might learn much fro~ the difficulties 

the British are discovering. 

The change-over in Britain is being made in an attempt to 
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modernize an archaic system of reckoning. Under the old British 

monetary system, which will remain in force until 1971, one pound 

(which is worth about $2.40) is comprised of 20 shillings, each of 

which is worth 12 pence (pennies). 

The new British pound will still be worth $2.40, but it 

will only be worth 100 British pennies. In effect, the British 

are going on the decimal system. Five new pennies will be the 

equivalent of one shilling; ten pennies, two shillings; and so 

forth. 

The British government is trying to make the change-over 

slowly to allow people to get as accustomed as possible to the 

new way of spending and receiving money. 

Thus, this spring the new five- and ten-pence pieces, worth 

one and two shillings, respectively, went into circulation. 

That they were greeted with less than public acclaim is 

evident from the reaction of the typical man on the street when 

proferred a new coin as change from a purchase. 

One man said: ''What are you trying to get away with. This 

ainlt no good." 

Another said iiI can't take it Governor, although it's got 

the Queen's head on it." 

From a third came this reaction: IiNo mister, I can't take 

that. I need a real one." 

It is evident that the British people will need a good deal 

of conditioning before they will accept the new currency, just 

as we, too, might, were we faced with a similar change. 



~ From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

Volume VIII - Number 39 September 27, 1968 

Byrd I S Eye View 
A Public Service Column 

By U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

WRIGHTS AND MEASURES 

Whether or not the United States should adopt the metric 

system of weights and measures to replace the current system 

which uses inches, feet, yards, pounds, and ounces, has been the 

object of discussion ever since the French adopted the metric 

system in 1795. 

Actually, the U.S. is on the metric system, at least in a 

formal way. Our standard units of weight and distance are the 

kilogram and the meter. Our customary units, such as the yacd and 

the pound, are really only fractions of these metric units. 

(The standard meter and the standard kilogram, against which 

all other weights and measures are tested, actually exist. Made 

of 90% platinum and 10% iridium, these units are kept in climate-

controlled chambers at the National Bureau of Standards Laboratory 

in Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

There is really no rational reason for the use of inches, 

feet, and so forth. The footls only reason for being is the fact 

that several hundred years ago in Great Britain, a certain unit of 

distance was described as being equal to the length of the foot of 

the reigning monarch. When a new king ascended to the throne, if 

his foot size differed from his predecessor's, the standard "foot H 

changed accordingly. 

The metric system, on the other hand, has the virtue of 

simplicity and precision. One kilogram is equivalent to 1,000 

grams. One milligram is equivalent to l/l,OOOth of a gram. One 

kilometer equals 1,000 meters. A centimeter is equivalent to 

l/lOOth of a meter. 

Because of this precision, many U.S. industries use the 

metric system exclusively. A micromete., for instance, which 
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is a measuring device to show distance in fractions of centimeters, 

is a common instrument in any machine shop. 

Difficulties would likely be encountered initially among 

the public at large, however, if any changeover from our 

customary units of measure were to be made. 

For instance, a housewife telling her husband to go out and 

buy 600 milliliters of cream might baffle him unless she explained

or he knew--she wanted about one pint, which is the nearest 

equivalent, in our system, of 600 milliliters. 

Or a driver, accustomed to a 50 mile trip, might get a jolt 

the first time he saw a sign stating his destination as only 80 

kilometers away. Yet 80 kilometers is equivalent to about 50 miles. 

Yet, these difficulties may, in the long run, be worth the 

price of the changeover. Nearly every other nation in the world 

'is on the metric system, and it is possible, some experts say, 

that our export trade may decline, were the U.S. not to make a 

conversion to the metric system in the future. 

Congress this session passed a bill to allow the Secretary 

of Commerce authority to conduct a three-year study "to determine 

the advantages and disadvantages of increased use of the metric 

system." 

The results of that study Should make interesting reading. 
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POLITICAL TINTINNABULATION 

The mouth-filling term for bell-ringing~intinnabulation--

seldom noted outside of a dictionary, may grow to be a familiar 

household word before the ending of the 1968 political campaigns. 

If so, a new chapter--a political one--will have been added 

to the colorful history of man's usage of bells. 

Many legends and traditions are associated with bells, which 

for centuries have been used for Signaling, in dancing, as musical 

instruments, and as protective charms. Apparently originating in 

Asia, bells early were employed for religious purposes, becoming 

intimately associated with Christianity in the 6th Century. 

Now, in this, the latter portion of the 20th Century, a 

political cast for bell-ringing is being forged, for both major U.S. 

political parties are backing a grassroots tintinnabulation 

strategy for vote-garnering. 

This doorbell-ringing for political gains, while not new in 

concept, nonetheless attests to a major tenet espoused by both 

parties in 1968, that there are votes to be won from offering to 

voters a personal contact with an informed party worker. 

Thus, as the tempo of the current political campaigns mounts 

to a crescendo, there is likely to be a steady swell in the sound 

of pealing, ringing, chiming, jingling, ding-donging, and bonging 

of neighborhood doorbells. 

However fierce may grow the competition among doorbell-

ringing political supporters, this will not be the first 

competition that has arisen in bell-ringing. In past centuries, 

principal cities in the western world vied over the Size, complexity, 

and melodiousness of their instruments. But in today1s r~od" 
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United States, the tintinnabulation of party workers will not be 

directed toward esthetic results but toward tangible political 

returns in the form of votes cast on election day. 

And practical politicos hoping to really ring the bell by 

getting their candidates voted into political office can secure 

material prepared as guidelines to assist them in following up 

effectively on their doorbell-ringing, in much the same manner as 

a musician using bells for purely musical purposes relies on a 

musical score in developing his theme. 

However, there is one significant difference between the 

guidelines set forth for political bell-ringing and melodious bell

ringing by a musician. The material developed by political 

planners in the U.S., for general distribution, offers some 

tactful suggestions as to the proper appearance and conduct of the 

volunteer political bell-ringer. Perhaps these suggestions are 

intended to avoid any sour notes in political doorbell-ringing 

and to prevent unnecessary jangling of nerves of potential voters. 

In any event, the candidate for whom the victory bells ring 

out on election night is apt to think that political 

tintinnabulation is indeed a melodious sound. 

-30-
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MAN IN SPACE 

The United States has taken many steps forwar~ in the 

conquest of space. even though the 'space age' is scarcely more 

than 11 years old. 

It was on October 5, 1957. that man's first artificial 

Satellite. Sputnik 1. was orbited by the Soviet Union. 

Since that day, both the United States and the U.S.S.R. have 

launched more than 877 artificial satellites. MOst have gone into 

orbit around the Earth, but some travelled to the Moon, Mars, 

'Venus, and beyond. A total of 59 satellites have been manned 

shots or tests of manned flight vehicles. 

Manned space flight is a tremendously complex achievement. 

For instance, at the peak of the production schedule for the 

Saturn V rocket, the booster that is programmed some day to launch 

a man to the moon. over 300,000 people in more than 20,000 

separate organizations were engaged in its manufacture. 

The very dtmensions of this three-stage rocket give some 

idea of its complexity. With some 5.6 million moving parts in 

its systems, it is 281 feet tall and 33 feet in diameter. Its 

7,500,000 pounds of thrust at liftoff are so powerful that they 

could push into earth orbit the equivalent weight of 70 fully 

loaded passenger cars--approximately 285,000 pounds. 

The exploration of space has produced some remarkable 

technological "fallout U back on earth. 

For example, doctors have adapted a "sight switch", originally 

developed to help astronauts cope with their instrument panels 

under high gravity forces, to guide motorized wheelchairs for 

paraplegics. The switch is activated solely by the movement of 

the eyes. 
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Moreover, the 'solid state' hi-fi's and television sets 

which are now on the market owe much of their technology to 

the miniaturization of parts which was necessary on weight-

conscious space vehicles where every pound of payload means 

many extra pounds of thrust necessary to boost it into orbit. 

Additionally, satellites have helped in predicting 

the weather, in speeding telephone and television signals across 

the oceans, in navigating ships across stormy seas, and in spying 

out troop movements and other military activities in hostile 

nations. In this context, satellite photography is so precise 

that objects as small as a garden hose can be delineated in a 

photograph taken more than 100 miles above the earth. 

Then there are new materials commonplace today that were 

unheard of 10 years ago. An example is teflon, the no-stick 

substance which is now found in every kitchen's pots and pans. 

What space exploration is likely to develop tomorrow is 

anyone's guess, but it is certainly safe to suggest that benefits 

such as these just mentioned are likely to be on the increase 

in the next 10 years and beyond. 
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WHAT TIME IS IT? 

Many's the perplexed family which will wake up Sunday 

morning, October 27, turn on their radio or TV to listen to the 

9 o'clock news, and find, 10 and behold, that it is not 9 o'clock 

today, but 8 o'clock, instead. 

This is known as the return of Standard Time. What is left 

behind is Daylight Saving Time (DST.) 

(An easy way to remember how to set your clock for this semi

annual shift is by the slogan: "Spring ahead, Fall behind." 

Daylight Saving Time, by the way, is not gone forever. This device, 

which allows summer daylight to linger longer, returns the last 

Sunday in April.) 

Time problems have always been be-devilling. In addition 

to the obvious problems caused by having four time zones in the 

continental U.S., (Eastern,Central, Mountain, and Pacific,) time 

seekers around the land have had to contend with the fact that local 

options allow individual states and communities to stray off the 

time of the area surrounding them. 

This means that a state, city, or town can be on Standard 

Time, or Daylight Time, depending on its whim, and, further, until 

recently, could go on or off this time, at whatever date it chose. 

According to a Senate Report published in 1965, only filS 

states observed Daylight Time state-wide and set their clocks ahead 

on the last Sunday in April. Parts of 16 other States also used 

Daylight Time, but set the clock ahead on a wide variety of dates, 

ranging from April to June. In 19 States, DST was not observed at 

all. And when fall came,.. the change over to Standard Time occurred 

on a score of different dates." 
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This multiplicity of times not only confuses non-residents, 

but also costs money. Bus companies report, for instance, 

additional costs of nearly $1 million annually. The same is true 

for the airlines, railroads, radio and television networks. 

Some measure of control was brought to this confusion by a 

federal law passed three years ago which provides that if a state 

or locality chooses to go on Daylight Time, it must make this 

change on the last Sunday in April and the last Sunday in October. 

And while this may not be much consolation to the man who 

wakes and finds he could have slept another hour, at least it will 

take some of the guess-work out of figuring what time it is when 

it comes to setting the clock back ••• or is it forward ••• oh what 

the heck, why not go back to bed and wait Itil spring •••• 
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VOTING RITES 

American voting procedure has come a long way from the 

days of the New England town meeting when issues were decided in 

an open forum followed by a show of hands or a tally of the yeas 

and nays. 

Today, in some areas, votes are counted by a computer 

which can process more than 600 ballots a minute. 

These changes have been brought about by technology allied 

with a desire to safeguard the secrecy of the individual ballot 

and guard against widespread vote fraud. 

Though paper ballots have been used in the United States 

since 1629, voting by state printed secret ballot was not formally 

introduced into this country until the latter half of the 19th 

century. This was known as the Australian ballot, for the country 

of its origin. 

The Australian system was first applied in Kentucky and 

Massachusetts in 1888. By 1889, it had spread to Indiana, 

Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and 

Wisconsin. In 1891, it was adopted in West Virginia. 

Only one year after that date, the first voting machines 

were used in America. They were built by Jacob C. Myers, a New 

York safe manufacturer. 

Today, voting machines are legal in all 50 states and their 

use will account for 65 percent of the votes cast in the upcoming 

Presidential election. Interestingly, however, more than half of 

the country's 168,000 voting precincts still use paper ballots. 

There are several types of voting machines on the market. 

They cost between $1,500 and $2,000 apiece. The two most common 
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involve voting booths in which the voter is shielded from view by 

a curtain, and he flips levers beside the names of the candidates 

of his choice. 

The vote is registered when the curtain is drawn open. 

At that time the levers also spring back to their original 

position. At the close of voting, the tallies on each of the 

voing machines are added up. 

N.ewer types of voting devices speed the tallying even 

further. One system uses IBM cards. Each voter receives a card 

which he places in a special tray. Atop the tray is a booklet 

which contains the names of the candidates on different pages. 

As each page is turned, another portion of the card is exposed 

and the voter punches a small hole in the card next to the name 

of the candidate of his choice. At the close of voting, the 

punched cards are collected and taken to a computer for rapid 

processing. 

Voting machines have proved superior to paper ballots for 

several reasons. Not only are they faster to process, but also 

fewer people are needed at polling places. Further, they are. 

virtually 100 percent accurate and almost 100 percent fraud-proof. 

However, no matter how a person's vote is cast, whether 

by machine, or by paper ballot, the American voter ought to give 

careful thought to the choices he makes. In the Presidential 

race this year, the destiny of not only our country but also of 

the entire world, rests, in large measure, on the choice made. 
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CATCHING ••• AND CURING THE COMMON COLD 

Catching cold is nothing to sneeze at. 

Every year Americans catch anywhere from 134 million to 

500 million colds which result in approximately 331 million days of 

restricted activities, 51 million lost school days, and 40 million 

lost work days, as well as the expenditure of more than $400 million 

for remedies, many of which are of questionable value. 

Colds are characterized by sore throats, sneezing, stuffy 

noses, coughing, sniffles, and a general feeling that one could be 

feeling a great deal better. 

Colds are caused by anyone of about 100 rhino-viruses. 

This explains why scientists are continuing to find it extremely 

difficult to "cure" the cold. Anyone vaccine is only good against 

one specific virus. Since there are so many cold viruses, coming 

up with one, universal vaccine is proving well-nigh impossible. 

You can only catch cold by coming in contact with one of 

the viruses which cause the illness. Generally, after you have 

gotten over a cold you are not likely to take sick again from that 

particular virus. This is because, in fight1ngthe disease, the body 

builds up antibodies which remain in the system and protect it in 

the future. 

This also explains why you might not catch the cold your 

wife or children have, if you happen to have natural protection 

against that particular cold virus, while, on the other hand, you 

might catch a cold one week after recovering from a similar siege. 

This is because the second cold might be caused by any of the other 

99-odd viruses. 

Colds are more likely to be caught in winter than in 

summer. Scientists don't know why; they only know that's just the 
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way it is. 

Curing the common cold has been a goal ever since man got 

the first case of sniffles, Unfortunately, there is no cure, as 

such. The best that doctors can recommend, even today, are drugs 

and medications that cure the cold's symptoms. Thus, antihistamines, 

those 'tiny little time pills', are good for keeping down stuffiness 

in the nose, while an aspirin will help relieve the pain of a 

headache. 

In some ways, even the most scientific cures have nothing 

on the folk remedies which have been handed down for generations. 

Hot lemonade has been a staple for many years. One reason it is so 

effective, researchers have found, is b(·,cat~.sc it is so high in 

vitamin C, a substance that apparently goes a long way in warding 

off a cold's ills. 

Other folk treatments include steam baths, a method, 

incidentally, reported by the explorers Lewis and Clark as the 

remedy used by the American Indian; mustard baths for the feet; 

staying in bed under heavy blankets to 'sweat out' the malady; and 

drinking copious quantities of warm liquids. 

Whatever cure is tried, the one comfort the cold sufferer 

can be consoled by is that he is not alone in his misery and that 

others are working diligently to help alleviate it. 
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BIBLE FACTS 

The world's number one best selling book never appears on 

the weekly charts published by the nation's various newspapers. 

Why this is So is anybody's guess, but one reason, perh~ps, 

is because having the same book as number one, year in and year 

out, might get publicists discouraged about touting their favorite 

author's masterpiece as having "topped the best seller list" when, 

after all, it was merely number two. 

Be that as it may, the best seller of all time is, of 

course, the Bible. 

Not surprisingly, the Bible has been translated into 

languages other than English. In fact, as of this spring, some or 

all of the Bible had been translated into 1,875 foreign languages. 

And while this may seem to have exhausted all further need for 

Biblical translators, there are still more than 1,000 langl1ages 

and dialects into which no portion of the Bible has ever been 

trans la ted. 

Some problems have arisen in making these translations. 

For instance on the island of Bali in the South P.acific, the term 

"generation of vipers" is considered a compliment, the viper being 

thought a sacred creature by the Balinese. In parts of Liberia, 

on the other hand, natives are wont to translate that portion of 

the Lord's Prayer which reads '~nd lead us not into temptation" as 

''no not catch us when we sin." 

The first printed Bible was published in Germany around 

1456 by Johannes Gutenberg, the inventor of moveable type. 

The first American edition of the Bible, and, incidentally, 
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the only Bible ever endorsed by Congress, was published in 

Philadelphia in 1782. 

No other Bible had been published in the New World until 

that date because the British had a ban on the printing of the 

King James Bible in the colonies; a measure designed, no doubt, 

to stimulate British exports of the Holy Book. 

After the American revolution, however, Robert Aitken, a 

Philadelphia printer, asked Congress for a commission "to print and 

vend editions of the Sacred Scriptures." His request was granted 

and his edition of the Bible was recommended by Congress "to the 

inhabitants of the United States." 

10,000 copies of Aitken's Bible were printed, some in 

handsome two-volume sets bound in dark green morocco leather, 

others in plainer, one-volume editions. 

Today, American Bibles are printed by more than 63 

different religious book publishers, and there are over 500 

different editions of the King James Version alone. 

Many Bibles are distributed free. The Gideons, an 

organizrtion of Ch.ristian laymen, are kno~~ for the Giueon Bibles 

which they place in hotels, motels, and hoapitals, as well as on 

ships, planes, and trains, and in the hands of school children 

and servicemen. The American Bible Society, another publishing 

~oup representing 69 U.S. religious denominations, last year gave 

away, or sold, Some 75 million Bibles in the U.S. and overseas. 

From all of the foregoing, it could probably be aeze.r.ted, 

without being too far wrong, that if all Bibles ever published 

were stacked one atop the other, the cumulative stack of books 

would probably reach heaven, or, if not that far, come awfully 

close. 
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SERVICE ACADEMIES 

Every summer, several thousand of the nation's most 

intelligent and phySically fit young men enter into an obligation 

and a personal adventure which has a vital bearing on the future 

of our country. 

They do this on taking the oath of office as cadets or 

midshipmen in one of the five service academies which provide 

personnel for the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast 

Guard, and the U.S. Merchant Marine. 

Of the five academies, the U.S. Military Academy at West 

Point is the oldest, having been founded in 1802 by order of 

President Thomas Jefferson. The U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis 

was founded in 1845, and the U.S. Coast Guard Academy at New 

London, Conn., in 1876. 

Of more recent establishment is the Merchant Marine Academy, 

initiated in 1942, and the Air Force Academy which opened its doors 

in 1955. 

Over the years Some 1196 West Virginians have attended the 

five schools and 364 West Virginia graduates are currently on 

active duty serving in ranks ranging from Lt. General and Vica 

Admiral to 2nd Lieutenant and Ensign. 

AdmiSSion to all of the service schoolS, except the Coast 

Guard Acade~, is by CongreSSional appointment or through appoint-

ment by the PreSident, Vice PreSident, service Secretary, or from 

the regular Armed Forces or Reserve. All candidates, must, however, 

meet rigorous mental and phySical standards prior to their 

admiSSion, no matter what the method of their appointment. Coast 

Guard Academy appointments are based on an annual co~petitive 

examination. 
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(In making my selection of appointees, designation is 

determined, most of all, by performance in a preliminary, 

competitive civil service examination.) 

Life at a service academy is far different from the glamour 

pictured on the movie and television sc~een. 

The entrance requirements weed out all but the most fit, 

and the rugged pace which is required throughout the four years of 

attendance is sufficient to cause many more to fall by the wayside 

before graduation. 

There is considerably less emphasis these days on the 

physical hazing of plebes (freshmen) than in the past. Instead, 

a rigorous academic and physical schedule is required. 

The course of study is designed to produce a broadly 

educated officer who will be capable of serving in any sector of 

our country's armed forces. Many graduates of the various 

academies are permitted to continue their studies, at government 

expense, in pursuit of advanced degrees. 

Upon graduation each cadet or midshipman is commisSioned 

an officer in the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 

Coast Guard or Navy Reserve. Generally, he is then obligated to 

serve a minimum specified period of time; however, since it is the 

purpose of the various academies to produce career-oriented 

officers, the percentage who decide to continue in their 

commissions is high. 

West Virginians can be proud of the men who hail from the 

Mountain State who have attended the various service academies. 
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TURREY TIME 

When father sits down to carve the traditional Thanksgiving 

turkey this week, he may not realize how much history is packed 

between those two drumsticks. 

Today's domesticated turkeys are authentically American, 

tracing their ancestry back to the wild birds on which Indians 

feasted and which still live today in remote parts of our country, 

including West Virginia. 

How the turkey became everyone's first choice for Thanks-

~iving, and almost the National Bird, is a fascinating story. 

Columbus is said to have discovered the turkey on his 

journeys to the New World and to have brought it back to Spain as 

evidence that he discovered a new route to India--the turkey being 

thought to be a variety of Indian peacock. 

This case of mistaken identity, incidentally, is how the 

turkey got its name. For in India the peacock in question was 

called "toka" and Jewish merchants in Spain, who merchandised 

turkeys during Columbus's time, translated this word into Hebrew 

as litukki." from that to "turkey" was only a short step as the 

fowl's fame spread to England and the bird became anglicized. 

The turkey almost became the National Bird. It was Ben 

Franklin's choice, as seen in a letter to a daughter where he said: 

"I wish the bald e8g~ had not been chosen as a representative of 

our country; he is a bird of bad moral character, like those among 

men who live by sharping and robbery, he is generally poor and 

often lousy •••• The turkey is a much more respectable bird and 

withal, a true original native of America. II 

Turkeys are big business. Nearly 126.4 million were 
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raised last year, and West Virginia sells her share. State turkey 

producers sold $4.7 million worth of turkeys in 1967. The state 

ranked 20th among all states in gross income from turkey-growing. 

Turkeys are traditionally baked for long hours in a slow 

oven, but they can be cooked on a spit, fried (if cut into small 

pieces), and even steamed. 

One novel way to cook a turkey is in the fashion of a clam 

bake. A large pit is dug in the earth and stones are laid into it. 

A fire is then built atop the stones and kept burning fiercely 

for several hours. Then the fire is raked out of the pit and the 

covered pan containing the stuffed turkey, some water, cider, and 

spices, is laid atop the stones. The pan is covered with burlap, 

then a layer of leaves, and then sufficient earth to make a tight 

~eal. After a three-to-four-hour wait, the turkey is resurrected 

and the taste of it is guaranteed to make all the waiting well 

worthwhile. 

But, however cooked, Thanksgiving's turkey is sure to be a 

treat both to the eye as well as to the palate. 
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SHOP BY MAIL 

\i\~\ 

With shopping centers springing up allover the countryside 

and automobiles a necessity rather than a luxury for most people, 

it is interesting to remember that it was not always so. 

There was a time, back in the 1890's, when the housewife of 

rural America was limited in what she could buy to those items that 

were available in the nearest general store, often a long buggy 

ride away. 

It was into this world of the "gay 90's" that the first shop-

by-mail catalog, known as the "Consumers Guide", was born. 

Published by the then fledgling firm of Sears, Roebuck and Co., the 

catalog advertised 786 pages of wares ranging from carriages to 

kerosene-lit picture lanterns. 

It may be that the advent of rural free delivery had given 

Richard Sears, a former watch salesman, and Alvah Roebuck, a watch 

repairman, the idea to mail out the catalogs. But whatever the 

reason, their success was immediate. 

According to their 1897 catalog, Sears and Roebuck were "so 

anxious for your order, So anxious to show the value we can give, 

the amount you ean save, that you need not send us all the money 

at once if you don't wish; send one-fourth with your order and pay 

the balance to the ir.eight agent when the goods are received." 

Among the items for sale were surreys with the fringe on top. 

These cost $44 for a two-seat model and up to $175 for an up-

holstered carriage described as "positively the finest work that 

is turned out" including "beautiful silver-plated, French-beveled 

glass lamps." 

Other items included a "graphophone talking machine", which 
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was a forerunner of the modern hi-fi and which used wax cylinders 

instead of records. For the sum of $25, a month's pay in those 

days, a family could receive one of these talking machines plus 

tione automatic extra loud reproducing diaphragm, one speaking 

tube, one bottle of oil and one screw driver." For six dollars 

more, "12 musical and talking records, your own selection" would 

be included. 

Clothing was also sold. Mens "Cassimere" wool suits were 

advertised at $6. And, according to the copy, ''You would .. p~y 

others $10.00 to $12.00 for such suits and then consider you had 

a rare bargain. tv 

The 1897 catalog contained some 500,000 words and 8,000 

illustrations of items for sale. Strangely enough, the most 

recent Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog has 150,000 fewer words and 

almost the same number of illustrations. The size of the catalog 

has doubled, howeve~ from 786 pages to more than 1,600. 

It is interesting that, despite today's shopping centers and 

relatively easy access to large city stores, the mail order 

catalog business still thrives. Some families would shop no 

other way, in fact. 
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FOLK REMEDIES 

In the days before antibiotics and wonder drugs, doctors 

and patients alike had to rely on common sense and remedies handed 

down through the years from father to son and mother to daughter. 

Today, these palliatives may seem like nothing more than 

amusing nostrums, but it was not too many years ago that they were 

heavily relied on. 

For a sore throat, for instance, the Pennsylvania Dutch 

held that the left stocking, when wrapped around the neck, was a 

sure cure. 

Similarly, it was felt that anything with a sharp or 

pungent odor would get to the root of whatever was clogging up 

the head and clear it for more important thoughts. Thus, sachets 

containing gr.ound horse radish or chopped onion would often be 

worn around the mlck. 

Stolen articles were believed to have an especially strong 

curative value. And one 'never fail' remedy was to hang a black 

spider around the neck with a stolen red ribbon. 

For those who wanted to assure perennial good health, 

marrying a person with the same last name was reputed to provide 

a remarkable degree of protection. 

If a man was eopecially venturesome in his qusst to ward 

off illness, he might tryon the rattles of a rattlesnake. The 

cure was held most effective, at least from the standpoint of 

preventing snakebite, but only, of course, if the rattle was worn 

detached from the snake. 

To prevent croup in ch:tldre.n, gran.dcothers used to tell 

their daughters to hang a vinegar doused bedsheet in the child's 
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; room at all times. If this preventive was unsuccessful, a lock 

of hair from the child's head, hung around his neck, was supposed 

to work well. 

And if, after trying all of the above, a person still took 

sick, he could try greasing his body with warm tallow. Also, by 

drinking a mixture of boiled onion juice and honey some relief 

could hopefully be obtained. 

The folk remedy to cure all folk remedies, however, is 

provided by Shakespeare in his tragedy Macbeth. The witches in 

that play suggest mixing the following ingredients, among others: 

"eye of newt and toe of frog, wool of bat and tongue of dog, 

adder's fork and blind worm's sting, lizard1s leg and howlet's 

wing ••• , scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, witches mummy, maw and 

gulf, of ~he ravinld salt-sea shark, root of hemlock, digg'd in 

the dark •••• Add thereto a tiger's chaudron for the ingredients of 

our cauldron." 
,/ 

The resulting brew is only guaranteed by Shakespeare to 

be "thick and slab". Whatever curative or other value it may have 

is liktdy to be 11.'11itod strictly to sick witches. The rest of us, 

if strid.~..p-n by a cold Qr similar ailment, ought to stick to 

staying in bed, drinking plenty of fluids, and waiting out 

wha' r-O''''()r .f~ r,·'lli,."p' us . ,.p~·v\..,., 4c~ .,....... -'0 • 
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CHRISTMAS FOODS 

Christmas is one time of year when even confirmed calorie 

counters take a holiday. 

The reason is simple. There are so many good things to eat 

that it would be a shame not to sample at least a few of them. 

These taste-tempting treats run the gamut from honey cakes to 

suckling pig and from wassail punch to eggnog. 

Some recipes have been used and preserved for hundreds of years. 

One, kept on display at Mt. Vernon, George washington's home, is a 

fruit cake recipe used by Martha Washington, the first First 1.ady. 

It calls for 40 eggs, 4 pounds of butter, 4 pounds of sugar, 5 pounds 

of "flower", 5 pounds of fruit, as well as other assorted ingredients" 

ti2 hours will bake it," Mrs. Washington estimated. 

Still older is the Oxford, England recipe for wassail punch. 

It calls for half a pint of sugar, 5\ pints of warm beer, grated 

nutmeg and ginger, and four glasses of sherry. This brew is stirred 

well, sweetened to taste, and left to cure for 2-3 hours. A final 

touch is "three or four slices of bread cut thin and toasted brown. 1V 

The main course at Christmas dinner varies with local custom. 

In West Virginia and throughout the United States, roast turkey 

with cranberry sauce, or roast ham, most often graces the Christmas 

table. 

In Denmark and Bulgaria,. on the other hand, roast goose is the 

bird of the day, while in Some very proper English households, 

fatted swan is served. In Czechoslovakia, baked carp is popular 

whereas suckling pig is often seen on Finnish tables. In Norway, 

a form of dried codfish, rice porridge, and roast ribs of pork 

often grace the festive table, while Icelandic families often 

serve smoked mutton. 
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A colorful main course, not often seen in this country, is 

roast boar's head, complete with apple. This entree is given 

special prominence in England in honor of the nameless student 

at Queen's College, Oxford, who, in the dim past, was attacked 

by a boar on Christmas day, strangled the beast with a copy of 

Aristotle, and then calmly took the animal's head back for dinner, 

proving, perhaps, that Aristotle is not as boring as Some would 

say. 

It is dessert which separates those who are truly stupendous 

eaters from those who merely over-indulge. 

With such international specialties to choose from such as 

plum pudding with hard sauce, mince pie, gingerbread men, honey 

cakes, marzipan candies, as well as a vast variety of cakes, pies, 

cookies, and puddings, a tendency to over-indulge would be 

unqerstandable. 

And on leaving the table, after such a dinner, it is entirely 

propar to wish your host Joyeux Noel, as they say in France, Felice 

Natale, as in Italy, Boas Festas as in Portugal, Frohliche 

Weinachten, as in Germany, or, as we say in the United States, 

Mexry Christmas! 
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NEW YEAWs CUSTONS 

While we in the United States traditionally celebrate New Y~art;; 

Day on January 1 by blowing homs, visiting fr.ie~lds, and per.haps 

l;:;'I.king up wishing we hadn't celebrated So mu.ch, in other countries 

and in othar times, people have celebrated the first day of the New 

Year not only in different ways but also on different dates. 

Th.;-~ JewJ..fJh nnw Year, for instance, iR kn~wn as Rosh Hashanah 

and is celebr8~:,,;,c1 during September or October ~ depending on the 

phases of the moon. The Chinese greet the t::-.~W Year some weeks 

after January firGt. 

Various superstitions are associated with the ending of the 

old year and the beginning of the new. 

l'l:aditionally, bells were rung and horns blown as a way of 

driving out the evil spirits and clearing the air for the good hopes 

of the ccrr~ing yea r • 

Some fp,21 it is unlucky to have your clothes on the line when 

January 1 dav-"ns. Others believe it brings good lu~k to leave money 

on the window sill on New Year's eve. And, :tn the South, a tradition 

carried forth to this day is the eating of lihog jowls and ca.bbage 

and black-eyed pe~s.fi It is thought the man who eats these '~ill 

not go hungry dur:lng the New Year." 

In Belgium, farmers, perhaps in gratitude for good harvests 

of the past year and in hope for the future, make a point of riSing 

early and wishing their farm animals a ''Happy New Year." 

In Spain, on the other hand, as the clock strikes twelve at 

midnight on December 31, it is thought wise to eat 12 grapes, one 

with each stroke of the hour, as a precaution against witches and 

evil spirits. 
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The Japanese celebrate New Year for three days. Doors are 

hung with lobsters, crabs, and tangerines which, to the Japanese, 

stand for long life and happiness. 

There are New Year~ superstitions applicable only to young 

men or women looking for a spouse. One gives the following advice. 

'~ip your thumb seven times in salt and put in your mouth all 

that rests on the nail. You will dream that your future husband 

or wife will bring you water. Or, turn your pillow at midnight on 

December 31 and you will dream of the one you are to marry." 

Those girls who want to make doubly certain should say, three 

times, IiGood Saint Anne, good Saint Anne, send me a man as fast as 

you can" as the clock strikes twelve at midnight. 

On New Ye~r~Day in Philadelphia, the MUmmers parade through 

town making light of the past year's events. Named for Momus, the 

Greek god of mimicry, the Mummers have paraded through the streets 

of the city for 68 years. 

Whatever superstitions you observe, or fail to observe, however) 

the only thing which really counts is that you and your family have 

a happy, prosperous, and healthy New Year. 

-30-
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TAX INCENTIVE WOULD SPUR MINERS' BEALl'll PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 
PURCHASES 

A bill which I will introduce will, hopefully, make it possible 

for coal companies to install improved miners I health pxote~tion 

equipmea.-t :Ln their'mines at greatly·reduced cost. 

The bill will provide an extra tax incentive to coal companies 

which install such healt~ protec'tion equipment. 

Presently there is a seven percent investment tax credit 

applicable on corporate income taxes. It applies on all new in-

vestment purchases made by a corporation during the year. 

My bill would simply double this seven percent credit when a 

coal mining firm purchases certified miners' health protection 

equipment. Thus, on the purchase of dust suppression equipment of 

the type designed to prevent pneumoconiosis among miners, a coal 

company would receive a 14 percent tax credit instead of the usual 

seven percent. 

I will sponsor this legislation because the need for additional 

safety in some mines is unquestioned. There are some people who 

contend that more coal mine safety laws are all that is needed. I 

do not believe this is the case. No matter how restrictive the 

laws, further safety improvements will always be possible and I 

feel they would often be gladly accepted by the coal companies were 

it not for the sometimes prohibitively high costs involved. 

It is to this problem that my bill will address itself. 

As to what would constitute "certified" miners' health protection 

equipment, this decision would rest with the Secretary of the 

Interior and the U.S. Bureau of Mines. These men are experts in 

the mine safety field and will be able to la y down suitable guide-

lines. 
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Hopefully, all of these steps will lead to safer mines at no 

loss of productivity in mining. 
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Crack Down on Pornographic Filth 
West Virginia citizens are 

understandably incensed over 
the fact that an increasing 
amount of unsought and un
wanted advertising for ob
scene literature and materials 
is being delivered into their 
homes through the United 
States mails. 

It is bad enough that many 
establishments where young 
people gather display an ever 
greater profusion of lewd, 
sex-oriented books, magazines, 
and films. 

But it becomes completely 
intolerable, in my opmwn, 
when this s::tme type of ma
terial, or advertising for it, 
is sent unbidden to violate the 
sanctity of one's home. 

Constituents are writing to 
me in growing numbers from 
all parts of West Virginia, 
complaining of this opening of 
the floodgates of filth. I share 
their sense of frustrated out
rage at the unwarranted in
vasion of their privacy. 

Virtually all citizens have 
their names on mailing lists 
of one sort or another. When 
unscrupulous purveyors of por
nography obtain such lists
and they should be prohibited 
from doing so--the father, the 
mother, has no way to keep 
salacious materials out of the 
family mailbox. 

Many of these lurid adver
tisements have been sent to 
my office by West Virginia 
citizens, who have received 
them from their letter car
riers and post offices. They 
demand that the Federal Gov-

ernment take effective action 
to bar the use of the mails to 
those who seek commercial 
gain through an appeal to 
prurient interest. 

The number of such letters 
of complaint- which have 
been coming to me for a year 
or more-has increased sharp
ly in the last few months. 
The writers correctly point 
out that, whatever loose in
terpretation may be placed on 
our free speech guarantees by 
the Supreme Court, indecent 
writing and pictures such as 
now flood the mails should 
not be allowed to fall indis
criminately into the hands of 
young and impressionable 
children. 

I agree completely that this 
abuse of the mails should be 
stopped, and to achieve that 
end I am co-sponsoring bills 
in the Senate to make it a 
Federal crime to use the 
mails, or other facilities of 
commerce, for the exploita
tion of obscene books, maga
zines, pictures, and similar 
materials. 

The action that is proposed 
is based on a New York stat
ute that has already been up
held by the Supreme Court. 
I believe that the adoption of 
such measures can be effec
tive in protecting the homes 
of our people against the smut 
peddlers. 
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Keeping the Dropouts In 

In America, as in every ad
vanced society, a good educa
tion is one of the most im
portant possessions a young 
man or woman can have. Yet, 
an alarming number of our 
students forego a good educa
tion by leaving school before 
graduation. 

Current National statistics, 
for instance, show that 28 
percent of the pupils who en
ter the fifth grade will drop 
out of school before gradu
ating from high school. In 
West Virginia, the figures are 
even higher. State officials 
report that 32 percent of the 
students reaching the fifth 
grade level will never receive 
a high school diploma. 

The problem is serious 
enough that, in 1968, Presi
dent Johnson requested $24 
million for the first federally
sponsored dropout prevention 
program. A House committee 
voted against the program; 
but a Senate Appropriations 
subcommittee managed to 
salvage $5 million to launch 
the attack against the drop
out problem. 

The budget request for Fis
cal Year 1970 is $15 million; 
and, although the House has 
moved to reduce that to $5 
million, I am hopeful that our 
subcommittee will again be 
able to increase the appropria
tions for dropout prevention. 

Under the proposed budget 
request, programs would be 
aimed at encouraging students 
to enter vocational training, 

rather than drop out of 
school. Officials of the U.S. 
Department of Education re
port that one of the main 
reasons why students fail to 
finish high school is that their 
talents are not properly chan
neled at an early age. Too 
much emphasis has been 
placed on straight academic 
curriculums, and too little on 
vocational education. 

The dropout prevention pro
gram would devote part of 
the school time to on-the-job 
training, with some of the 
teachers being chosen from 
the ranks of skilled crafts
men. Even the strictly aca
demic subjects c o u I d be 
taught at the site of the stu
dent's job, since educators 
have found that many stu
dents respond more favorably 
in a work environment than 
they do in a classroom. 

The d r o p o u t prevention 
program is a good beginning, 
but much more work remains 
to be done in this field. In 
our state, officials report that 
4.38 percent of all the stu
dents in grades 7-12 dropped 
out during last year alone. 
West Virginia and the Nation 
need the talent of these young 
people; and we cannot sit idly 
by and watch that talent go 
to waste. 
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Carbon Monoxide-A Killer On The Loose 
It is unlikely that the av

erage person gives much 
thought to the oxygen in the 
air he breathes. But the time 
may be coming when all of us 
may be forced to pay a great 
deal of attention to this mat
ter which we have always 
taken for granted. 

The internal combustion en
gine, which has given modern 
industrial civilization so much 
of its thrust, has not been an 
unmixed blessing to the hu
man race it serves. 

It powers our automobiles, 
buses, airplanes, r a i 1 w a y 
trains, and trucks-but it does 
so at an enormous cost in 
terms of polluting the life
sustaining air that all animals 
and humans on the planet 
must breathe to exist. 

A 65-page report just re
leased by the National Acad
emy of Sciences, which has 
completed a six-months study 
of air pollution caused by in
ternal combustion exhaust, 
concludes that carbon monox
ide in the air is a growing 
menace to the nation's health. 

Carbon monoxide-a highly 
toxic, colorless, odorless gas
is a product of incomplete 
combustion. In even small 
concentrations it can be fa
tal, combining in the blood 
stream, as it does, with the 
hemoglobin to destroy its oxy
gen-carrying function. 

Fresh air contains less than 
one-tenth of one part of car
bon monoxide per million. 
Yet, the streets of Chicago 
have been found to have lev
els of 12 parts of carbon 
monoxide per million - 120 
tiines more than fresh air. 

I 
The Academy report says 

that each day automobile traf
fic alone produces more than 
8 million pounds of carbon 
monoxide in New York City 
and 20 million pounds in Los 
Angeles. 

How much carbon monoxide 
is now in the air nobody 
knows. But the Academy re
port says that if there is a 
threshold at which body dam
age may occur from carbon 
monoxide poisoning, it prob
ably begins at somewhere 
around 10 parts per million. 

In less than fatal concen
trations, reflexes are slowed, 
and brain and vital organ 
damage may result, since the 
heart has to beat faster in 
contaminated atmosphere, 
and the blood flow must be 
increased, to supply sufficient 
oxygen to the body's cells. 

All of the facts about this 
new menace to health are not 
yet known. More investigation 
is needed, quickly, as Ameri
ca's urban air grows more 
polluted by the day. 

Carbon monoxide tainting 
of the air is just one more ex
ample of how man has poi
soned the environment in 
which he has to live. 

Unless effective corrective 
action is forthcoming, man
kind will inevitably have to 
pay the price of pollution
and in terms which we may 
not yet even fully compre
hend. 
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Additives May Subtract From Health 
The decision of the govern

ment to ban all products con
taining cyclamates by Febru
ary, 1970, raised a frightening 
possibility in the minds of all 
Americans - namely, there 
may be many equally-danger
ous food additives remaining 
on the grocery shelves after 
the cyclamate deadline. 

As long as this possibility 
exists, there is a need for the 
Food and Drug Administra
tion to thoroughly review its 
list of food additives which it 
currently labels as "Gener
ally Regarded as Safe." The 
American consumer is well 
aware of the fact that cycla
mates held that rating for a 
good number of years. 

The list of more than 500 
additives was actually com
piled by FDA during a one
year period - from 1958 to 
1959 - after Congress passed 
the Food, Drug and Cosmet
ics Act. There is evidence now 
that the list may have been 
compiled too hurriedly, and 
that very little testing of the 
additives was conducted by 
the FDA. 

In fact, prior to the banning 
of cyclamates, only one addi
tive on the list was stripped 
of its "safe" rating in the past 
11 years. That incident oc
curred in 1968, when a sub
stance called NDGA was 
found by the Canadian gov
ernment to be unsafe for hu
man consumption. NDGA, an 
emulsifier used to make foods 
smooth, was also found to 

have no nutrition value what
soever. 

This lack of nutrition value, 
along with possible harmful 
effects, help form the basis 
for a Senate committee's 
challenge of the "safe" label 
given salt and monosodium 
glutamate <MSG) in baby 
foods. 

Investigators report that 
monosodium glutamate is add
ed to baby foods to enhance 
the taste, not so much for 
the infants, but rather for 
mothers who quite often taste 
the food before buying for 
their babies. Reports also 
claim that MSG can cause the 
user to have hot flashes, and 
facial and chest pains. 

An excessive amount of salt 
in baby foods, according to 
some scientists, can cause hy
pertension in infants. And 
these same scientists warn 
that too much salt intake can 
result in the same problems 
for older children and some 
adults. 

With so much evidence of 
this nature mounting against 
some of our more common 
food additives, the Food and 
Drug Administration owes it 
to the American consumer to 
take another look at its en
tire list. 

~0. 



Byrd's-Eye View 

By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

Repudiation of Phony Religious Theories 
Man does well to take heed 

of threats to the health of his 
religious life and to react 
vigorously in abatement of 
such threats. 

As an example, many de
vout citizens were justly out
raged by the public circulation 
of "God is dead" claims by 
self-styled contemporary re
ligious thinkers. We may well 
take satisfaction from noting 
reports that the "God is 
dead" movement is, instead, 
now itself dead. 

O:le eminent theologian, 
reporting on the demise of 
the movement, stated that 
those who a few years ago 
became part of the "God is 
dead" movement soon dis
covered that, in the response 
of the ave~age person, God is 
very much alive. It was also 
pointed out that, while an in
dividual might be able to de
fine his deity, not in the 
language of a theologian but 
rather in the language of his 
own life, it is very clear that 
the American consensus sup
ports a position of faith in 
the transcendent God. 

West Virginians will b~ 
heartened to note reports that 
authors and advocates of the 
"God is dead" movement rep
resented only a tiny minority 
among some university teach
ers, in the main, who ap
parently based their writing 
upon the mistaken thought 

that the experience of God in 
the life of men today has 
been diminished or indeed 
extinguished. 

West Virginians will be 
further cheered to learn that 
in theological circles, the "God 
is dead" movement is regard
ed by serious thinkers as a 
mere theological fad which 
appeared for a moment and 
then disappeared from the 
scene. 

Instead, today, one notes 
the dominance in theological 
circles of references to a 
"theology of hope" and the re
assertions by leading theo
logians of a "transcendent 
God, a sovereign God, who is 
known by man, who knows 
man, and who is a God of his
tory and beyond history." 

Man seeks a living belief 
and not a dead theory t::> sus
t:tin him in facing the chal
lenges of the thermonuclear 
age. 

The widespread expressio:-~ 

of public sentiment against 
the U.S. Supreme Court rul
ings on prayer in the public 
schools co:-~tinues to serve as 
evidence of the deep Amer
ican desire to practice and 
thus keep alive personal re
ligious beliefs. 

• 
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RECREATION 
Inquiries on Federal assist

ance for development of rec
reational projects in West 
Virginia are proliferating. 

This rising interest within 
the State fits the national 
pattern of mounting public 
demand for recreation. Year
ly, 9 out of 10 Americans
more than 175 million-travel 
the Nation's roads and by
ways in search of outdoor rec
reation. 

In so doing, they spend $20 
billion annually for outdoor 
recreation. In another decade, 
according to Federal esti
mates, they will annually 
spend nearer $47 billion, cre
ating 200,000 new full-time 
jobs in small cities and open 
countryside. 

As another piece in the mo
saic of national recreation de
mands, Federal and local gov
ernments are spending an es
timated $300 million annually 
to build more parks and rec
reation areas in cities and to 
improve the urban landscape. 

Such activities and expendi
tures are giving a second 
meaning to the word recrea
tion, transforming it to mean 
not merely diversion and play, 
but also big business. 

West Virginians wanting to 
develop recreational projects 
and needing funding assist
ance have many prospective 
channels of Federal aid. 

Some are particularly well
suited to Mountain State 
needs. These include U.S. De
partment of Agriculture pro-

., .. ,, 

grams, such as loans for rec
reation enterprises provided 
through the Farmers Home 
Administration. Also, within 
that Department, the Soil 
Conservation Service has a 
leadership role for assistance 
to landowners and operators 
in developing income-produc
ing recreation enterprises on 
private lands. 

The Department of Hous
ing and Urban Development 
provides grants for neighbor
hood facilities needed for 
health, recreation, social, and 
similar community activities 
in selected areas. 

The Department of the In
terior, through its Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation, makes 
grants for approved public 
outdoor recreation enterprises, 
in keeping with the compre
hensive Statewide outdoor 
recreation plan accepted for 
the State of West Virginia. 

The multiple nature of 
available Federal assistance is 
attested to by a Dept. of Inte
rior publication comprising 
224 pages of descriptive index 
of outdoor recreation pro
grams and related services of 
all Federal agencies. 

This publication, nominally 
priced, may be purchased 
through the Superintendent of 
Documents, GPO, Washington, 
D.C. 

')'•, 
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Price Support Ceiling Needed 
When the farm price sup

port program comes up for 
renewal in Congress this year, 
a ceiling on the amount that 
can be paid to any one farmer 
should be included. 

A proposal was made last 
year, in connection with the 
Agriculture Department ap
propriation bill, to restrict 
maximum farm price support 
payments to $20,000. The pro
posal was defeated. 

Politically, a vote for a ceil
ing on farm price support pay
ments would have been the 
popular vote, because it does 
not sound good to say that a 
farmer gets $100,000 or $200,-
000 or more in payments. 
However, it must not be for
goten that he surrendered 
that much acreage. It is not 
a one-way street. 

Moreover, the adoption, in 
the appropriation bill, of a 
limitation on farm price sup
port payments would have 
triggered the "snapback" pro
vision of the Agriculture Act 
of 1949 regarding cotton, 
which would require the Gov
ernment to purchase all sur
plus cotton at not less than 
65 percent, and up to 90 per
cent, of parity. Therefore, in
stead of saving the taxpayers 
money, the price support pay
ments limitation, according to 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Hardin, would cost the Gov
ernment $160 million more 
than the existing program and 
would rebuild the large sur
pluses in Government ware
houses which, in recent years, 
have been diminishing. There 
would be additional costs to 
the Government for trans-

porta tion, handling, and stor
age of these large surplus in
ventories of cotton. 

Furthermore, the imposition 
of a limitation without basic 
legislative changes would not 
only cost the Government 
more, but would also wreck 
the existing farm program. 

I did not believe that the 
agriculture appropriations bill 
was the proper place for an 
amendment such as the sup
port payments limitation. This 
provision would have substan
tive ramifications and should 
properly be considered in con
nection with basic farm legis
lation which has received the 
thorough consideration of the 
Senate and House Commit
tees on Agriculture. The 
proper time to accomplish this 
objective of limiting price 
support payments will be when 
the farm price support pro
gram comes up for renewal 
this year, and I hope the Sen
ate and House Agriculture 
Committees will include such 
a ceiling. At that time, legis
lative changes can be written 
into the basic law to limit the 
large payments without de
stroying the remaining mar
kets the farmer has for his 
products. 

The $20,000 ceiling would 
not have affected West Vir
ginia farmers. No farmer in 
the State receives even half 
of that amount in support 
payments. 



-

Byrd's-Eye View 

By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

Noise Pollution 
W h i l e technological ad

vancements have b r o u g h t 
a b o u t m a n y beneficial 
changes in our way of life, 
they have also been responsi
ble, to a large degree, for 
creating one of the noisiest 
societies in the history of man 
--and that overabundance of 
noise is now posing both u 
physical a n d psychological 
health hazard. 

The physical danger, quite 
naturally, is the possible loss 
of hearing that can result 
from exposure to too much 
noise for too long a period. 
And, according to physicians, 
a psychological danger lies in 
the fact that constant and 
loud noises can cause extreme 
tension and nervousness. 

Scientists measure the in
tensity of sound in decibels, 
with the maximum safe level 
being set at 85 decibels. They 
estimate that the average city 
street during rush hour is 
around 95 decibels and warn 

/ that the volume of noise in 
America is doubling every 10 
years. 

However, the problem of 
noise is not limited to our 
urban areas. Increasing high
way construction and the 
growing number of automo
biles, trucks, and motorcycles 
have brought once-isolated 
communities into the path of 
noise pollution. There are, for 
instance, over 81 million cars 
in the United States, as com
pared with 25 million at the 
end of World War II. Our 
highways today are also be
ing travelled by over 2 mil-

lion motorcycles and 16 mil
lion trucks. 

Airplanes also help to make 
transportation the leading 
noise pollutant in our Nation. 
There are almost 1,200 jet 
airliners, an equal number of 
piston aircraft, and over 
100,000 private planes cur
rently in service in the 
United States. 

Even the modern home is 
vulnerable to noise pollution. 
While the decibel level in the 
average kitchen averages 56, 
turning on a dishwasher will 
raise it to 85. A garbage dis
posal unit will increase the 
decibel level to 90, and a food 
blender produces about 93 
decibels. 

There is a growing concern 
about the effects that noise 
can have on our society--so 
much concern, in fact, that 
President Nixon has appointed 
a panel of Cabinet officers to 
develop a noise-abatement 
plan. For its part, American 
industry is responding with re
search into quieter engines, 
for everything from a jet air
liner to kitchen wares. 

As with every problem, rec
ognition is the first step to
ward solution. We have recog
nized the problem and now, 
with the determination of gov
ernment and the cooperation 
of industry, we can move to
ward its solution. 
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What Next After Commencement? 

This is the time of year when 
commencement exercises are 
being held at our educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n s. Families and 
friends watch proudly as the 
graduates receive their diplo
mas. 

But of those who finish West 
Virginia's high schools and col
leges, what happens after they 
graduate? 

All of the facts, of course, 
are not available, but those 
which can be ascertained pro
vide food for thought for all 
who are interested in the fu
ture of our state. 

The State Department of 
Education reports that the 
number of high school grad
uates has been declining in 
West Virginia for the last sev
eral years, due largely to the 
state's loss of population. 

A brighter note, however, is 
that during the same period the 
number of high school gradu
ates going to college has been 
increasing, and at a greater 
rate. 

1 

In 1965, 28,171 students re
ceived high school diplomas in 
West Virginia, and 8,560 went 
on to college, or 30.38 percent. 

In 1968, 27,096 graduated 
from high school, and 10,173 
went to college, a percentage 
of 37.54. 

The decrease in the number 
of high school graduates in the 
foar-year period was 3.8 per
cent, but the increase in the 
number entering college was 
7.16 percent. 

It is encouraging, and a good 
omen for the state's future, 
that more West Virginia young 
people are seeking to further 

their education beyond high 
school. It is good to know, too, 
that the decline in the number 
of high school graduates, which 
was greatest between 1965 and 
1966 when the number dropped 
801, is tapering off. The num
ber finishing high school this 
year is expected to be only 
slightly smaller than that of 
last year. 

But it should be disturbing 
to all West Virginians, I think, 
that at a time when the num
ber of college graduates is ris
ing sharply, far too many West 
Virginians getting degrees do 
not plan to remain in the state. 

The total number of all stu
dents graduating from West 
Virginia colleges rose 60 per
cent from 1963 to 1968, climb
ing from 4,743 to 7,748. 

But a sampling taken last 
year by the West Virginia Com
mission on Higher Education 
showed that only 40 percent 
of the West Virginians grad
uating from colleges in the 
state planned to stay in West 
Virginia. Forty-nine percent 
said they expected to seek 
careers elsewhere, while 11 
percent said they were un
decided. 

Obviously this poses a seri
ous problem. New efforts must 
be made wherever possible to 
provide career opportunities 
that will keep West Virginia's 
college-trained men and women 
in the state. 
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U.S. Helps Refugees from Castro's Cuba 
Since 1961, the U n i t e d 

States government has spent 
approximately a third of a 
billion dollars in helping 
many of the refugees who 
have fled here from Commu
nist Cuba. 

During that period, the 
United States has provided ft 

haven for nearly half a mil
lion Cubans, a figure equal to 
about six per cent of the en
tire Cuban population. 

The Federal government 
operates 10 flights a week be
tween Miami and Havana, 
each flight carrying about 
100 more refugees to our 
shores. Here they are wel
comed, and every effort is 
made to ease their entry into 
our society. 

Since some of them arrive 
with literally nothing more 
than the clothes on t h e i r 
backs, the U.S. government 
provides financial assistance 
in addition to the expense of 
flying the refugees here. 

Frequently, this assistance 
becomes quite extensive be
cause the refugees have no 
resources of their own. As 
soon as they sign up for a 
flight to the U.S., the Castro 
government confiscates all 
their property and money. 

Also, many Cubans coming 
here in recent years cannot 
speak English, are without 
skills to get a job, or have 
training in jobs for which 
there are no immediate open
ings. 

Most refugees arriving have 
relatives in the United States. 
Those who leave the Miami 

area to live in other parts of 
the country are given a $42 
resettlement allowance plus 
traveling expenses. West Vir
ginians may be interested to 
note that about 160 Cubans 
have been resettled in our 
state, eight of them being 
physicians and one a dentist. 

Our government and the 
American people have been 
glad to be able to provide this 
financial assistance to those 
who wish to flee Castro's 
Communist Cuba. 

However, our government 
has never borne the transpor
tation and resettlement ex
pense for immigrants from 
other Communist countries. 
Therefore, I believe that 
t h o s e refugees who obtain 
jobs and become self-support
ing (or the families of those 
who don't) should be required 
to repay the cost of their 
flight from Havana to Miami 
as well as any resettlement 
expenses involved. 

I have asked the U.S. De
partment of Health, Educa
tion, and Welfare, which ad
ministers this $70 million-a
year program, to determine 
the feasibility of such a re
quirement. 

I believe that the refugees, 
for their part, would be glad 
to help bear the cost of a pro
gram which has made it pos
sible for them to live in 
America. 

~. 
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Tax Exemption for Foundations Questioned 

Committees of the Congress 
are taking a hard look at the 
tax-exempt status of trusts, 
foundations, and business en
terprises that pay no taxes 
because they are owned by 
churches and charitable or
ganizations. 

In the process, some facts 
developed may indicate that 
strong laws are needed to pro
vide effective supervisory con
trols over such organizations 
for protection of the public. 

As one such fact, although 
the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service in 1966 reported more 
than 30,000 tax-exempt foun
dations ::md charitable trusts 
the IRS cannot say accurate!~ 
what may be the assets and 
income fo1· these organiza
tions. 

Yet, a Congressional Select 
Committee, w h i c h closely 
studied the operations of foun
dations and charitable trusts, 
reports that the ownership of 
an increasing number of cor

,:r)orations is daily finding its 
/way into tax-exempt founda

tions, and that the wholesale 
establishment of charitable 
trusts in the U.S. is serving 
as a device for evasion of es
tate taxes, as a refuge from 
payment of revenue taxes, 
and as a means to circum
vent anti-trust laws. 

That Committee reported 
that its study of 596 founda
tions indicated a 1966 gross 
income of over $1 billion on 
assets known to exceed $15.1 
billion. A 20-percent tax on 
this income would have yield
ed $200 million added revenue 
to the U.S. Treasury. 

The Committee further re
ported that, in the past two 

decades, numerous business 
organizations have become af
filiated with, or merged into 
so-called charitable founda
tions, with the foundations 
thereafter having unlimited 
powers to buy, sell, and spec
ulate in the stocks of such 
businesses. These enterprises 
continue to operate under the 
guise of charity, evading tax
es, and gaining advantages 
over legitimate business en
terprises in the same fields. 

One U.S. Secretary of the 
Treasury, in response to Con
gressional questioning, testi
fied that, under current stat
utes, foundations can be the 
source of unfair competition 
arising from active use of 
foundatio!1 assets by donors 
or trustees for private busi
ness ends, and that there are 
an infinite number of ways 
in which foundation assets or 
income can be used for pre
ferment of one set of private 
persons over another, or one 
company over another. 

Just such facts as the fore
going have led one congres
sion subcommittee chairman 
to warn that foundation-con
trolled enterprises now pos
sess the money and competi
tive advantages to eliminate 
the small businessman. 

There is growing sentiment 
in Congress for action to re
move the tax-exempt status, 
and to more strictly regulate 
and restrict the activities, of 
foundations. 
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The Vital Ohio River 
A review of the Ohio River's 

history makes it evident that 
while the term "beautiful" 
frequently is applied to the 
river, there is yet another 
term even more valid of appli
cation-that of "vital." 

Formed by the confluence 
of the Allegheny and Monon
gahela Rivers at Pittsburgh, 
the Ohio is the chief eastern 
tributary of the Mississippi 
River. As such, the flow of its 
waters significantly influences 
the course of political and 
economic events in the Na
tion. 

Following World War II, the 
steady rise in complex river 
traffic has caused mounting 
pressure for modernization of 
navigational facilities. Since 
completion of the original ca
nalization of the Ohio River in 
1929, traffic has increased 
from about 20 million tons to 
almost 100 million tons annu
ally. 

Responding to burgeoning 
demands, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has initiated a 
modernization and replace
ment program for the river, 
ultimately expected to result 
in a system with only 19 struc
tures, at an estimated Federal 
cost of $1.27 billion. 

Currently, however, a major 
traffic crisis is developing in 
the lower Ohio, just above 
where the river empties into 
the Mississippi. In 1955, about 
15 million tons of cargo were 
transported through this gate-

way. In 1968, the traffic 
reached 39 million tons. Pro
duction and shipping contracts 
for electric utility coal, al
ready concluded, are expected 
to generate about 45 million 
tons for passage in another 
two or three years. Yet, the 
Army Corps of Engineers es
timates the capacity of the 
four old locks at the Ohio
Mississippi gateway at a max
imum of about 40 million tons 
annually. 

The Army Engineers have 
in readiness construction plans 
for replacement of vital navi
gational facilities to eliminate 
this bottleneck of outmoded 
locks and dams. These include 
a new high-lift installation, 
the Smithland Locks and Dam 
in southern Illinois, to replace 
two of the old structures, and 
a second new one at Mound 
City, Illinois, to replace the 
other two. 

I shall support these con
struction projects. 

Although they may be lo
cated, geographically, many 
miles below West Virginia's 
borders, the bottleneck there 
can hurt the State. Smooth
flowing, low-cost, long-haul 
transportation of such items as 
coke, oil, and chemicals on the 
Ohio River is vital to West 
Virginia's economic health. 



/ 
I 

Byrd's·Eye View 

By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

Con Men and Thieves Use Mails 
West Virginians should be 

aware the envelopes filled 
with pornographic filth are 
not the only sinister invaders 
of our mails. 

Each year the mailboxes of 
thousands of Americans are 
glutted with fraud u 1 en t 
schemes designed to separate 
the unwary from their hard
earned cash. 

Others are threatened by 
would-be extortionists and 
blackmailers, and in one case 
last year a jealous lover 
booby-trapped a package and 
murdered another man. 

The 1180 investigators of 
the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service are the men charged 
with tracking down the often 
ingenious perpetrators of 
these crimes, and the regular 
monthly report of the inspec
tors' activities makes for 
fascinating reading. 

Some West Virginians may 
well have been among the 
approximately 57,000 intended 
victims recently of a phony 
"vacation prize" racket in
tended to fleece the "winners." 

In that scheme, all the par
ticipants in a contest were 
sent "winner certificates" for 
an all-expenses-paid vacation 
either in Hawaii or Mexico. 
All they had to do to "secure" 
their prize was to mail the 
promoters a $25 "registration 
deposit" which was to be re
funded when they left for 
their vacations. 

Fortunately enough people's 
suspicions were aroused and 

.,.._,. 

postal inspectors were able to 
break up the racket which 
Federal officials estimated, 
could have netted $1.4 million. 

A peculiar case recently in
vestigated by postal inspec
tors concerns the arrest of 
two employes of a potato chip 
firm who are charged with 
trying to extort $125,000 by 
mail from the company presi
dent in return for a dead 
mouse. 

The employes said they 
found the mouse inside a pack
age of potato chips and the 
implication was that the com
pany could suffer great fi
nancial losses if the buying 
public were to learn of the 
incident. 

The files of the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service are jammed 
with details about crooked real 
estate ventures, phony givea
ways, contests, and charities, 
and offers to sell inferior {or 
sometimes non-existent) mer
chandise. 

Often, by the time postal 
inspectors catch the thieves, 
it is too late to help the un
fortunate citizens who have 
been bilked. So the best ad
vice for West Virginians is 
to be on guard against letters 
containing offers that sound 
just a little too good to be 
true. 
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The Battle Against Air Pollution 
The national battle against 

air pollution is accelerating. 
Complying with the Air 

Quality Act of 1967, the U.S. 
Department of Health, Edu
cation, and Welfare recently 
reported to the 91st Congress 
on the battle's progress. Fed
eral responsibility for the at
tack on air pollution falls on 
that Department, which es
tablished as its instrumental
ity a National Air Pollution 
Control Administration. 

That Administration (NA
PCA) inaugurated comprehen
sive programs of research and 
training, giving financial and 
technical assistance to State 
and local agencies in pressing 
abatement and control activi
ties. 

In large part as a result of 
NAPCA's incentives, State 
and local governments are 
now spending approximately 
$50 million yearly, including 
Federal funds, for control 
programs, as compared to $12 
million prior to enactment of 
the Clean Air Act in 1963. 

Since 1965, $556,000 in 
Federal funds have gone to 
the West Virginia Air Pollu
tion Control Commission to 
improve the State program. 
Currently, a comprehensive 
report on air pollution in the 
Kanawha Valley is expected, 
resulting from a cooperative 
study by the Commission and 
the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Of particular note, in June 
1965, a $69,900 demonstration 
grant went to the Commission, 
toward a total project cost of 
$93,200, for testing a method 
of extinguishing burning with
in culm piles, or slate dumps 
as they are commonly called. 

Such piles, composed of 
slate, and other refuse, have 
been known to pollute the air 
for years through emissions 
from continued slow internal 
burning. 

The West Virginia demon
stration project-at Allen 
Junction, Wyoming County
involved approximately eight 
acres. Attempts were made to 
seal off the burning by cut
ting off the oxygen supply, 
and considerable knowledge 
was gained from the project. 

The West Virginia Legisla
ture strengthened its air pol
lution attack by enactment of 
legislation approving State 
participation in an Ohio-West 
Virginia Interstate Air Pollu
tion Control Commission. Fol
lowing enactment of similar 
participatory legislation by the 
State of Ohio, a request for 
an enabling Act can come to 
the Congress. 

·'. 
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WATER POLLUTION 
Americans for too long have 

treated their environment
air, water, and land-as a 
dumping ground for the un
treated wastes of their indus
trial civilization. 

The u.s. has now reached 
the saturation point in na
ture's ability to absorb these 
wastes. At all levels-Federal, 
State, and local-it is recog
nized that a massive clean-up 
must be relentlessly pressed. 

Already many States have 
strengthened their pollution 
control programs. Congress 
has enacted legislation, the 
Water Quality Act and the 
Clean Water Restoration Act, 
to strengthen the ability of 
the Federal government to 
lead a concerted attack on the 
pollution problem. Also, _a bi~l, 
S. 7, is presently pendmg m 
Congress to amend the Fed
eral Water Pollution Control 
Act, to include a section per
tinent to area acid and other 
mine water pollution control 
demonstrations. It is believed 
that over 4,300 miles of major 
streams in the U.S. are pol
luted significantly by acid 
mine drainage. Estimates vary 
widely on the cost of con
trolling this acid drainage, but 
undoubtedly the eventual cost 
will be in the billions of 
dollars. 

Realizing that this is a 
problem involving tremendous 
costs if a multi-faceted and 
successful attack on water 
pollution is to be mounted, 
Congress directed the U.S. 

Department of the Interior 
to conduct studies on these 
costs. These studies resulted 
in initial estimates placing the 
cost of treating municipal, 
industrial, and other effluent, 
during Fiscal Years 1969-1973, 
at $8 billion. This would in
clude construction of munici
pal waste treatment plants 
and interceptor sewers, exclu
sive of land and other asso
ciated costs. 

For West Virginia, capital 
outlays needed to obtain an 
adequate municipal waste 
treatment for its urban popu
lation during FY 1969-1973 
are estimated at $55 million. 

West Virginia county, 
municipal, and other public 
and non-profit bodies wishing 
Federal assistance with proj
ects to combat water pollution 
may appropriately contact 
U.S. Department of Agri
culture agencies in Morgan
town, including the Soil Con
servation Service and the 
Farmers Home Administra
tion. Or they may contact the 
Commissioner, Federal Water 
Pollution Control Administra
tion, in Washington, D.C. 

The State Water Resources 
Board, in Charleston, sets the 
water quality criteria within 
West Virginia and is the State 
agency with jurisdiction in 
water pollution matters. 
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AIRLINER HIJACKING 
The U.S. and Cuba ought to 

take immediate steps to turn 
free rides to Havana into one
way tickets to a jail cell. 

In the period January 1, 
1968, to February 7, 1969, 22 
U.S. commercial airliners have 
been diverted to Havana. This 
piracy not only presents a 
physical danger to the passen
gers and crew aboard these 
planes, but also costs money 
to the airlines and the U.S. 
Government. The Air Trans
port Association estimates the 
loss to the airlines at about 
$18,000 per plane hijacked, 
which does not take into ac
count any indirect loss through 
a drop in patronage. 

The Federal Aviation Ad
ministration is working to halt 
hijackings. FAA inspectors 
ride randomly selected flights 
as armed guards. But they 
cannot ride all flights, as some 
170,000 trips a year operate in 
and out of Florida. Moreover, 
a gun battle thousands of feet 
above the earth could result in 
a plane crash. 

Research is underway to 
create devices to detect weap
ons on the persons of board
ing passengers, but this re
search has not gotten far due 
to difficulties involved, such as 
differentiating between a dead
ly weapon and a cigarette 
lighter, or some other legiti
mate metallic object a passen
ger might carry. 

Some impractical sugges
tions include: (1) building an 
American-based r e pI i c a o f 
Havana to fool a hijacker into 

thinking he had, indeed, gone 
to Cuba; (2) having all pas
sengers disrobe before board
ing a plane and don only a 
shapeless, pocketless smock on 
board; (3) having the hijacker 
drop through a trapdoor into 
the baggage compartment. 

I believe the most feasible 
measure to end airline piracy 
may be an agreement between 
the U.S. and Cuba to return 
all hijackers for prosecution. 
The State Department is pres
ently involved in such negotia
tions, although diplomatic re
lations have been severed 
between the two countries. 

There is no evidence that 
Castro welcomes air pirates 
with open arms. In fact, to 
the contrary, most are thrown 
into Cuban jails until the 
Cubans are satisfied they are 
not U.S. spies. Even then, the 
lot of the typical hijacker is 
likely to be hard labor on a 
state-run plantation. 

Only when it is crystal clear 
to a potential hijacker that he 
will be returned to the U.S. 
to face a possible death sen
tence, can we be sure of a 
permanent diminution of plane 
hijackings to Cuba. 

Some positive steps must 
be taken before an air tragedy 
occurs from which possible in
ternational repercussions could 
result. 
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Coal-to-Pipeline-Gas Process Being Explored 

One of the more interesting 
developments in the coal re
search field is the prospect of 
turning coal into synthetic 
pipeline gas suitable for gas 
stoves, gas furnaces, and the 
like. 

If the commercial feasibil
ity of this work is shown, it 
could be of benefit to West 
Virginia. 

The reason for a continuing 
interest in a natural gas sub
stitute is that although new 
sources of natural gas are 
likely to be discovered in the 
years to come, economic 
projections show that the rate 
of these discoveries may not 
keep up with the ever-in
creasing demand. This means 
there may well be a market 
for a commercially priced 
natural gas substitute. 

Work toward creating such 
a substitute is currently 
underway, and the Institute 
of Gas Technology in Chicago 
is under contract with the 
U.S. Office of Coal Research 
to build a coal-to-pipeline gas 
pilot plant. When complete 
in mid-1970, it will be capable 
of converting three tons of 
coal an hour and will turn 
out about 1.5 million cu. ft. of 
natural gas equivalent daily. 

If this plant proves that a 

gas substitute can be manu
factured at a cost which is 
competitive with natural gas, 
the impact of the process 
could be important to West 
Virginia's economy. 

If only five percent-about 
one trillion cu. ft.-of our na
tion's natural gas were made 
synthetically, reportedly it 
would call for a nationwide in
vestment of about $1.25 bil
lion in new plant facilities. It 
is estimated that about 64 
million tons of coal would 
have to be mined annually to 
produce this quantity of syn
thetic gas. 

Further, it is possible that 
if the process is found to be 
commercially competitive, 
coal-to-pipeline gas pI ants 
might be built in West Vir
ginia, thus taking advantage 
of our state's great coal re
serves. 

This would not only mean 
continued employment in the 
mining industry, but also a 
great many new jobs in the 
conversion plants that would 
be built. 
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West Virginia-The Land of 18,000 Lakes· 
West Virginia, the Mountain 

State, might not be thought 
of as a "lake state," but, 
thanks to the Soil Conserva
tion Service of the U.S. De
partment of Agriculture, the 
state now has more than 18,-
000 farm ponds, most of which 
have been built in recent years. 

The SCS offers West Vir
ginia landowners technical as
sistance in the building of farm 
ponds, and, to date, has assist
ed in the construction of over 
18,000 of them. 

Many farmers build ponds to 
provide an ample and ade
quate source of water for their 
livestock and for crop iyriga
tion. But there are many

1 
other 

uses. · 
Ponds become recreation 

centers for neighborhood young 
people-offering swimming in 
summer and skating in winter. 
They become havens for wild 
duck, geese and other fowl. 
School children have a living 
nature study laboratory in a 
farm pond and fishermen often 
find that the big ones don't al
ways get away. 

Additionally, in case of fire 
a nearby farm pond may save 
lives and property. 

The average West Virginia 
county has over 300 farm 
ponds and Greenbrier County 
leads the state with over 1,300 
within its borders. 

Persons wishing information 
about building a farm pond 
would be advised to contact 
their local Soil Conservation 
Service office or the head
quarters of their local Soil 
Conservation District. 

The SCS will gladly furnish 
technical engineering service to 
help landowners select a pond 
site, stake it out, and super
vise its construction. 

Additionally, if the pond is 
to be used for livestock water
ing, it may be possible for an
other agency of the USDA, the 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service, to share 
the cost of the pond's con
struction. 

I believe the SCS's farm 
pond program is of inestimable 
benefit to all West Virginians. 
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ANTIQUE BUYER'S GUIDE 
West Virginians, before you 

sell your Aunt Minnie's fav
orite chair to that city slicker 
fellow who says he'll gladly 
take it off your hands for five 
dollars, remember-it may be 
an antique. 

And, as such, it may be 
worth many times the prof
fered offer. (Of course, it may 
also be worth much less.) 

How to tell antiques from 
junk is difficult. What is one 
man's trash may be what 
someone else has longed a life
time to own. 

Have no fear, that what you 
have, no one could possibly 
want. There are collectors for 
everything; old bottles, 
cradles, dolls, old mirrors, old 
magazines and books-even old 
marbles. 

The shrewdest trader is the 
man who recognizes today 
what people ten years from 
now may value as Americana. 

There is the story of the wily 

mountaineer who collected old 
bottles in the era when most 
people felt the only use for an 
old bottle was as a target on 
a fence post. His neighbors 
thought his collection, which 
filled a good portion of a barn, 
rather odd, until one day all 
the bottles were gone and the 
man had retired on the pro
ceeds of his sale. 

The only advice that can be 
given regarding what to do if 
you are asked to sell a family 
heirloom, is to check with a 
reputable antique dealer to be 
sure you are being offered a 
fair price. 

Of course, if you are buying, 
don't be above haggling if the 
price seems too high. It is all 
part of the game and you 
may save money. 
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Closing the Nutrition Gap 
A recent national survey 

discovered that the diet of 
the average American house
hold is far superior today than 
that of a generation ago, and 
that families at all income 
levels appear to be sharing 
in our increased production 
of food products. 

For instance, families in 
the lowest third of our income 
scale are now consuming more 
meat and poultry than Ameri
ca's wealthiest families did in 
the spring of 1942. In other 
words, the poorer families to
day are eating better than 
the more affluent households 
of the last generation. 

The survey, which was con
ducted by the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, also 
showed that American men 
between the ages of 20 and 
34 now consume a daily elver
age of 12 ounces of meat and 
poultry-double the amount 
consumed by their counter
parts in 1948. Women in that 
age group presently consume 
iilmost eight ounces of meat 
and poultry each day, com
pared to about five ounces 
eaten by members of a simi·· 
lar group 22 years ago. 

According to the survey, the 
traditional three-meals-a-day 
is fast becoming a thing of 
the past. About 20 percent of 
our present population in the 
20-34 age bracket stops for 
something to eat or drink six 
or more times a day, regard
less of the economic status. 
In most cases, these "extra" 
meals contain significant nu
trition value. 

There is still a gap between 
the nutrition value of foods 
consumed by our poor families 

today and the mef.tls .. ~aten 
by our middle and higher in
come groups. Today's lower 
income households are eating 
better than the wealthier 
families of the last generation, 
but the amount of nutrients 
they receive daily still falls 
short of the nutrients con
sumed by our present middle 
and higher income groups. 

However, the national sur
vey showed that sufficient 
high quality foods are avail
able to properly feed the en
tire population of the United 
States. And, in order to meet 
the goal of a well-fed nation, 
Congress has updated the food 
stamp and commodity food 
programs. 

Food stamps were tirst in
troduced on a pilot basis in 
1961. They now reach 4.5 
million Americans. The com
modity program, when it was 
begun ."30 years ago, offered 
a limited variety of foods. It 
now offers 22 foods, which 
provide between 80 and 150 
percent of the minimum daily 
required nutrients. 

These programs must be ex
panded where necessary, in 
an effort to close the nutri
tion gap. And consumer edu
cation programs must be ex
panded to include middle and 
higher income groups, because 
improper eating habits and 
unwise food purchases have 
resulted in instances of mal
nutrition even among these 
more affluent Americans. 
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Black Panther Menace 
When FBI Director J. Ed

gar Hoover described the 
Black Panther party as "the 
greatest threat to the internal 
security of the country," he 
was issuing a warning that all 
Americans should heed. 

By its own admission, the 
party "is an armed body for 
carrying out the political 
tasks of the r e v o 1 u t i o n 
throughout the entire coun
try." And, while West Vir
ginia and federal authorities 
have assured me that there is 
no Black Panther movement 
in our state, Mr. Hoover's 
warning has meaning for 
West Virginians nonetheless. 

"We will not dissent from 
the American government. We 
will overthrow it," boasts a 
headline in the party news
paper, while still another issue 
devotes a lengthy article to 
the delicate differences be
tween a timed firebomb and 
"the classic Molotov cock
tail." 

Two of the required texts 
for members are "The Cate
chism of the Revolutionist" 
and the "Organizers Manual." 

The catechism reveals that 
Blac)t Panthers "know only 
one science, the science of 
destruction." For its part, the 
manual tells members that 
future Panthers should be re
cruited "in pool rooms, bars, 
parties and jails." 

Party members, according 
to Mr. Hoover, "have perpe
trated numerous assaults on 
police officers." In fact, Black 
Panther Minister of Defense 
Huey Newton is currently 
serving a 2-to-15-year prison 
sentence in connection with 
the murder of a policeman. 

Only seven of the party's 
32 top-ranking officials have 
escaped conviction and one, 
Minister of Information Eld
ridge Cleaver, has been hop
scotching from one commu
nist country to another since 
he jumped bail in California. 

Leaders of the caliber of 
Cleaver and Newton find it 
an easy task to adhere to the 
Black Panther code of con
duct, a code that states: "All 
the gentle, bourgeois, roman
tic sentiments of kinship, 
love, friendship, gratitude and 
even honor must be erased." 

Although Black Panthers 
preach their gospel of hate 
for society, they apparently 
are lacking affection for each 
other as well. No less than 
four have been assassinated 
as a result of political in
fighting. 

That kind of camaradie has 
kept the ranks of the Pan
thers relatively thin, and au
thorities estimate their cur
rent strength at "less than 
4,000." However, the vicious
ness of the Panthers' phil
osophy and methodolgy makes 
the threat very real. 

It is encouraging that law 
enforcement agencies from 
the FBI on down have recog. 
nized the danger and have 
acted accordingly. The num
ber of arrests and convictions 
should serve as a warning to 
all radical groups bent on 
destroying America. 
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Future Seems Secure for ROTC 
The U.S. Department of De

fense reports that, despite the 
militant and sometimes violent 
opposition of campus radicals, 
Reserve Officer T r a i n i n g 
Corps programs are growing 
at American colleges. 

A spokesman at the Penta
gon has assured me that the 
future of ROTC programs is 
"secure" and that "the actual 
number of programs and ap
plications for programs has 
increased slightly in the past 
few years." 

At present, 365 colleges, in
cluding five in West Virginia, 
give students an opportunity 
to earn a commission in the 
Army, Navy, or Air Force. In 
addition, the Marine Corps 
has the Platoon Leaders' 
Course, which affords the 
same opportunity during the 
summer months. 

During the final two years 
of the four-year ROTC pro
gram, officer candidates are 
paid $50 per month, which 
helps to offset their college 
expenses. There are also sev
eral full scholarships available 
to promising high school stu
dents, thus enabling many of 
our finest young men to get a 
college education. 

But, more important than 
the benefits to the individual 
students are the benefits the 
country receives from ROTC 
programs. An estimated 33 
percent of all Army officers 
currently on active duty were 
commissioned from the college 
campus, and 32 percent of our 

active Air Force officers are 
graduates of ROTC programs. 
Twelve percent of United 
States Naval officers received 
their commissions t h r o u g h 
ROTC. 

In 1968 alone, over 21,000 
young Americans-including 
167 from schools in West Vir
ginia-received their commis
sions through ROTC programs. 
These men, whose military 
training has been built around 
their civilian lives, exemplify 
the true value of ROTC. 

The need for well-trained 
officers would not decrease by 
eliminating ROTC. But, with
out such a civilian-oriented 
program, the military would 
have to establish its own 
training programs to obtain its 
future leaders-programs that 
would be far removed from 
any semblance of civilian con
trol. 

Many South American coun
tries employ this method of 
training officers, and the army 
that is produced has no ties 
whatsoever with the civilian 
population of the country. 
Obviously, there are inherent 
dangers in such a system. 

We must, in this free coun
try of our, always maintain a 
strong civilian-military rela
tionship. ROTC is designed to 
do just that. 

I'. 
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X-Rays and Color TV 
When color television first 

appeared in the American 
marketplace, it was viewed by 
many as another luxury pro
duced by an affluent society. 
However, research conducted 
after its invention showed that 
color television had the poten
tial to be just as dangerous as 
it was luxurious. 

There are, according to the 
Environmental Control Ad
ministration, about 20 million 
color sets now in America; and 
between 10 and 20 percent of 
those could be emitting harm
ful radiation beams. There
fore, the ECA has set stand
ards for future production of 
color TV's and, in the interim, 
has issued warnings to owners 
of present-day models. 

The danger, which is de
scribed as minimal, is lessened 
if the viewer sits between six 
to 10 feet away from the 
screen. Thus, most adults are 
in no real danger. But any
one who has watched a child 
sitting for hours, within a 
few feet of the screen, has to 
be concerned over the possible 
harm. 

The electronics industry is 
cooperating with the govern
ment in formulating safety 
measures for their products. 
In fact, it was the industry 
which first called attention to 
the color TV problem. 

In December of 1966, a large 
manufacturer found that 112,-
000 of its color sets were emit
ting X-rays at more than the 
recommended 0.5 milliroent
gen an hour. The manufactur
er, working with the federal 
government and local health 
officials, located and repaired 
the defective sets. 

However, further govern
ment research proved that the 

problem was not restricted to 
a single manufacturer~it was 
industry-wide. A survey in 
Washington, D.C., for example, 
showed that 66 of 1,124 color 
sets produced more than the 
maximum level of X-rays. 

The Environmental Control 
Administration showed its 
findings to Congress, which 
acted by passing the Radia
tion Control for Health and 
Safety Act in 1968. Under 
provisions of the bill, the gov
ernment has the authority to 
set standards for any elec
tronics products that could 
have an effect on public 
health. 

Those standards, which were 
published in October of this 
year, set 0.5 milliroentgen as 
the required, rather than 
recommended, standard. They 
also limit the electric line 
voltage to 130. 

In an effort to avoid future 
defects in electronics products, 
the Environmental Control 
Administration is conducting 
exhaustive research on new 
products. 

Americans can continue to 
take great pride in their 
scientific achievements~n o t 
only those that led to our ad
ventures in space, but also 
those that led to such modern
day conveniences as color tele
vision. However, we must be 
aware of the inherent dangers 
that come with many prod
ucts; and we must take 
measures to curb their dangers 
before we can fully enjoy their 
benefits. 

'1. 
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''High Noon~'' 
The time has come for 

friends of the public schools 
to take a strong stand against 
those who would destroy the 
educational system in this 
country. 

Already, New Left and 
black extremist activities have 
contributed to the mushroom
ing of a lawless and insurrec
tionary atmosphere in the 
academic community. The 
front runner of the New Left 
is the SDS-the misnamed 
Students for a Democratic So
ciety-which has fomented 
chaos and anarchy on cam
puses all across America. The 
disgraceful and obscene be
havior of its members has 
served to undermine the N a
tion's confidence in itself and 
in its goals. 

Black extremist groups are 
becoming better organized 
nationally, and the impact on 
black students is becoming ap
parent as black militancy and 
racial strife in the schools 
continue to increase. 

The SDS laid plans in Colo
rado last October for sub
vertjng our high school young
stets, and passed a resolution 
to organize in the high schools 
to move to overthrow the sys
tem by the process of con
fron ta tion-confron ta tion de
signed to provoke disorder, 
intimidate faculties, and de
stroy discipline. 

The SDS could better be 
called Students to Destroy 
Society, and that is what it 
will try to do if it is able to 
gain a foothold in West Vir
gima universities and col
leges. Our high schools will 

for the Schools 
be next on the list. 

The troublemakers form 
only a minority. The vast ma
jority of students still believe 
in America and still want 
an education. This majority 
should rule. But what we have 
been witnessing on campus 
after campus is minority rule
or ruin. If law-abiding and 
public-spirited citizens do not 
soon take a strong and de
termined stand against this 
small but militant and rebelli
ous minority, the academic 
community-and a lawful and 
orderly s o c i e t y-will have 
been damaged beyond repair. 

To continue to countenance 
what has been going on is un
fair to the students who want 
an education, unfair to par
ents who sacrifice to keep 
their sons and daughters in 
college, unfair to taxpayers 
who help support institutions 
of learning-unfair, in short, 
to the majority in America. 

It is time for parents, 
boards of education, public of
ficials, and serious-minded 
students, to demand that mili
tant, insolent students who 
disrupt classes and disturb 
the peace and decorum of the 
colleges and s c h o o l s be 
promptly expelled and ar
rested for disorderly conduct 
and for destruction of prop
erty where this has occurred. 

It is time to end minority 
rule-by-force. 
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Eradicating the Blight of Organized Crime 

The Organized Crime bill 
which recently passed the 
Senate hopefully could mark 
the beginning of the end for 
the nation's top hoodlums. 

The bill could put a real 
crimp in the operations of 
such groups as the "Cosa Nos
tra," which virtually monop
olizes syndicated gambling, 
loan sharking, and drug traf
ficking. 

Eradication of such opera
tions is not the only aim of 
the bill, however. It also em
powers the Federal govern
ment to move against gang
sters who seek cover of re
spectability by taking over 
legitimate businesses and or
ganizations. 

People who think that the 
menace of organized crime 
and the Cosa Nostra consti
tutes some kind of fairy tale 
need to become further in
formed on the problem. 

An estimated 3000 to 5000 
of the most hard-bitten gang
sters comprise the 26 core 
groups (or "families") of the 
Cosa Nostra. The scope of 
their operations is national, 
and they have by no means 
overlooked West Virginia. 

Information from criminal 
intelligence files shows that 
organized crime in our State 
is controlled to some extent 
by the Pittsburgh "family" of 
the Cosa Nostra. 

Cosa Nostra influence in our 
state is thought to be pretty 
much confined to casino- type 
operations in th~ ar~a near 
Pittsburgh. 

This should not, however, 
be cause for complacency on 
the part of West Virginians. 
Illegal "home grown" opera
tions can breed consequences 
just as sinister as anything 
the Cosa Nostra might dream 
up, witness the recent bomb
ing attempt on the life of the 
Monongalia County prosecu
tor following a gambling 
crackdown. 

The violence, fraud, person-

al suffering and corruption as
sociated with organized crime 
are in themselves terrible 
things to contemplate, and 
each year billions of dollars 
are drained from our economy 
to support illicit enterprise,;. 

That which we must fear 
most, however, is the ultimate 
consequence of allowing or
ganized ~rim<- to go un~hf'~k
ed. 

The ultimate consequence 
would be that the czars of or
ganized crime might subvert 
our entire economy-in the 
process, corrupting govern
ment officials and undermin
ing our ctemo~ratie institu
tions. 

If this idea seems far
fetched, one needs only to re
fer to the recent revelations 
from government files con
cerning crime and political 
corruption in one of our 
Northeastern states. And Sen
ate investigators have found 
that, in one midwestern city, 
racketeers control or havP 
large interests in 89 busi
nesses with total assets or 
over $800 million and annual 
receipts in c•X<'Pss of $900 mil
lion. 

Tlw citizens of this nation 
face a long struggle ahead in 
trying to undo the evils which 
have already been perpetrat
ed by organized criminals. H 
the Organized Crime bill of 
1970 is enacted into law. the 
Fedeml government will lw 
able to play a significant new 
role in the struggle. But, in 
the final analysis, it is the in
dividual eitizen who can do 
most to <>radicate this blight 
because it is the individual 
citizen who creates the dt'
mand for the illicit services 
which the eriminals provide. 



Byrd's-Eye View 

By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

Americans Need a Tax Break 
There is a critical need for 

tax relief for lower and mid
dle income citizens. 

Inflation has made meaning
less the federal income tax 
guidelines that once may have 
made sense. 

For instance, the standard 
deduction presently allows an 
individual or a family to de
duct 10 percent of the income 
up to a mc.ximum of $1,000 
without the need to itemize 
deductions. 

(This deduction is not to be 
confused with the various 
$600 exemptions which are 
also allowed individuals.) 

Because 10 percent (and 
$1,000) is rather low, consid
ering the high cost of living 
today, many families spend 
hours keeping records of their 
expenditures for doctor bills 
and the like. By itemizing 
such deductions, a few dollars 
can be saved on their income 
tax. 

The procedure could be sim
plified if the standard deduc

' tion were raised to 14 percent, 
/ with a maxirr.um of $1,800. 
' These figures are much 

more in line with today's m
comes and expenses, and the 
adoption of such a standard 
would free many families 
from the burden of tabulating 
records for the purpose of 
itemizing. 

Additionally, the minimum 
standard deduction should be 
raised from its present level 

>:, ·'· 

of $200 to a more realistic fig
ure of $600. This would be 
more fair to individuals whose 
incomes fall below the Fed
erally-designated poverty lev
el. Presently, a person with 
an income of say, $1,300, and 
no dependents would have to 
pay income tax, albeit cr:ly 
about $58. A $600 minimum 
standard deduction would low
er this tax to zero, giving 
more money to those who 
need it most. 

The cost of these proposals, 
which are included in a Bill 
I have introduced, is not In
consequential. The Treasury 
Department estimates that 
raising the minimum standard 
deduction to $600 and increas
ing the general standard de
duction to 14 percent, or $1,-
800, would mean a loss of tax 
revenues of a!:JOut $2.5 billion. 
However, this would partially 
be offset by a gain in tax 
revenues resulting from in
creased consumer spending 
from the extra money that 
would be put into the pockets 
of those affected. 

I voted against the lO% 
surtax on income, and I feel 
that Congress must act to 
give real relief to the lower 
and middle income taxpayer. 
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The ABM-A Watershed Issue 
A respected authority on 

Sino-Soviet r e 1 a t io n s has 
termed the approaching U.S. 
Senate debate on the ABM a 
"watershed" debate, predict
ing that its effect on Ameri
can policy will cause it to be 
classed by historians as af
fecting the Nation's future as 
decisively as States' Rights 
debates preceding the Civil 
War, those on foreign aid fol
lowing WW II, and civil 
rights debates of the past 
decade. 

Time will determine the as
tuteness of this "watershed" 
characterization. 

Of immediacy, the question 
is how American citizens may 
judge for themselves the 
merits of the Administration's 
proposal for nationwide in
stallation of a limited anti
ballistic missile system-the 
Safeguard. 

Prominent public leaders, 
on both sides of the political 
fence, have announced their 
opposition to Safeguard, 
charging the completed sys
tem will cost nearly $20 bil
lion-triple the Administra
tion's estimate. They have as
serted that the money can 
better be used for other secur
ity and social programs for the 
nation. Well-known nuclear 
physicists have charged the 
Safeguard system will not 
work. 

Other such scientists have 
charged that the "won't 
work" argument is specious; 
that the two principal com
ponents of Safeguard, the 
Spartan and the Sprint mis
siles, perform successfully; 
that effective extrapolations 
of future anti-ballistic missile 

reactions prove Safeguards's 
security value; that a Nation 
which can fly to the moon is 
technologically capable of pro
tecting its retaliatory missiles. 

Whom can Americans be
lieve? The President and his ad
visors who have recommended 
installation of the limited 
ABM (the second American 
President who has urgently 
recommended to the Congress 
that an antiballistic system is 
needed now for the future 
of the Nation)? Or the op
ponents? Is the issue too 
complex for laymen to judge 
accurately, the facts too 
cloaked by security measures 
for the average citizen to 
make an informed assessment? 

In reaching personal deter
minations, thoughtful citizens 
may wish to weigh a number 
of unclassified facts long of 
general public knowledge, 
facts revealing an increasing 
capability for warfare on the 
part of our self-declared 
enemies. Citizens may wish to 
carefully examine the stated 
objectives and military doc
trine of world communist 
powers and to consider pos
sible future need for protec
tion against the possibility of 
accidental attacks from any 
source. 

Such facts will be among 
those debated in the Senate 
when that body focuses upon 
this major national issue-the 
proposal for installation of a 
limited antiballistic missile 
system for defensive purposes. 

.:'.{ s . 
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State Well Served by News Media 

We sometimes hear the 
statement that American citi
zens are the best informed 
people in the world. Whether 
they actually are or not is 
questionable. But they have 
the means to be, and the ef
fective functioning of repre
sentative government de
mands that they should be. 

The average citizen may 
not realize how well our state 
is served by the dissemination 
of information through West 
Virginia's news media. 

West Virginia has 118 
newspapers, with a circula
tion of more than 740,000. 
There are 32 daily papers, 
with a combined circulation 
of more than 511,000, and 86 
weekly papers, with an ag
gregate circulation in excess 
of 230,000. 

Every county in the state 
has at least one newspaper, 
and several of the 55 counties 
have more than one. 

Inasmuch as three or four 
persons may see or read each 
newspaper, the circulation 
figures may be interpreted to 
mean that almost every West 
Virginian, of whom there were 
an estimated 1,802,000 last 
July 1, sees or reads at least 
one newspaper, and that 
many families probably read 
several papers. 

Sixty-two of the state's pa
pers are listed as Democratic, 
fifty-two as Republican, and 
four list themselves as inde
pendent or non-partisan. 

Many citizens, of course, 
get much of their news 'and 
information from television 
and radio. West Virginia has 
nine television stations and 
78 commercial radio stations. 

Virtually all of these sta
tions are served by the news 
wires of the Associated Press 
and United Press Interna
tional, both of which world
wide news-gathering agencies 
maintain well-staffed bureaus 
in Charleston. These bureaus, 
of course, serve West Vir
ginia's newspapers as well as 
its TV and radio stations. 

Many of the TV and radio 
stations maintain their own 
news staffs for the gathering 
and broadcasting of local 
news. The TV stations and 
many of the radio stations 
also bring the news programs 
of the three national net
works into the state. 

Our state is fortunate in 
the quantity and quality of 
its news media. America's 
representative government 
cannot function without news
papers, radio, and television 
to provide wide and full dis
semination of news and in
formation. Our citizens thus 
have the opportunity to be 
well-informed participants in 
the democratic process. 
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Auto Rear Light Standards Needed 

The higher speeds and 
heavier traffic on the nation's 
growing network of interstate 
highways have greatly in
creased the danger of serious 
rear-end automobile collisions. 
Chain-reaction type smash
ups, in which many vehicles 
plow into each other from be
hind, are increasing alarm
ingly. 

I believe that federal stand
ards governing rear-end lights 
could help to cut down on 
such accidents, and the Bu
reau of Highway Safety of the 
Department of Transportation 
is at work on the problem. 

Rear-end collisions are not 
confined to the super-high
ways. West Virginians driving 
on our state's mountain roads 
have had the unnerving expe
rience, I am sure, of rounding 
a curve on a foggy night and 
coming upon another vehicle 
with tail lights out-or en
countering a vehicle ahead 
which seemed to be moving, 
}Jut wasn't. 

The hodgepodge of design 
and placement of tail lights, 
stop lights, and turn signals, 
and the lack of warning de
vices on the dashboard to in
dicate when rear lights are 
out, multiply the hazards of 
driving for all of us. 

One of the possible changes 
in rear-end lights that is being 
studied is the replacement of 

the present red-on-red system 
by a green-amber-red system. 

Green would mean that a 
vehicle was moving; amber 
that it was braking and slow
ing down; red that it ha:d 
stopped completely. This 
would follow the logical pat
tern of traffic lights. 

Other possibilities are also 
being investigated, such as in
creasing the intensity of the 
red light in the stop signal 
and requiring a standardiza
tion of rear light arrangement 
on all cars. 

A report on these studies is 
expected by the end of this 
year. It will come none too 
soon, for I believe that traf
fic and safety experts agree 
that the present system is not 
satisfactory. 

I hope that in any new sys
tem it will be mandatory to 
have devices on the instru
ment panel to warn the driver 
when tail lights or stop lights 
malfunction. 

The federal efforts to im
prove automobile design and 
highway safety can pay real 
dividends in this area of re
search. These efforts should 
be pushed forward without 
delay. 
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Adult Basic Education Benefits West Virginians 
A potentially beneficial pro

gram now underway in West 
Virginia is the Adult Basic 
Education program, operated 
by the Division of Vocation
al Education, West Virginia 
Board of Education. 

The ABE program is funded 
by the U.S. Office of Educa
tion though it originated with 
the Office of Economic Op
portunity. 

Since its inception in 1965, 
more than 34,000 West Vir
ginians have participated and 
have advanced their educa
tional level and their poten
tial for gainful employment 
because of ABE. The total 
cost of the program has been 
$2,975,253. 

The ABE program provides 
courses in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic as well as as
sisting individuals in obtain
ing high school equivalency 
diplomas. Courses are taught 
in local school buildings, 
where possible, and by quali
fied teachers. 

Among the most important 
benefits that accrue to a par
ticipant in the ABE program 
is a gain in self-confidence. 
Often this comes as early as 
the first class when those who 
have never known how to sign 
their own names are shown 
they can do this. 

Another benefit of the ABE 
program is that adults are 
made more aware of how 

much an education can mean 
to their children. This aware
ness is one important way to 
break the chain of ignorance 
and illiteracy that holds so 
many people back. 

A third benefit of the pro
gram is that it enhances an 
individual's chances of obtain
ing a job or getting a better 
position. In 1968, for example, 
according to ABE officials, al
most 3,000 persons in West 
Virginia were able to get off 
the welfare rolls because of 
their participation in the ABE 
program. New jobs were 
found for 2,189 persons, and 
an additional 354 obtained 
higher paying jobs. Also, 838 
ABE students went on to ad
vanced training programs. 

Despite ABE's success, much 
work remains to be done. Ac
cording to statistics published 
by the State Division of 
Vocational Education, there 
are still almost 300,000 adult 
West Virginians with less 
than an eighth grade educa
tion. 

Every one of these individ
uals deserves to be helped 
through Adult Basic Educa
tion if he or she so desires. 
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The Old-Time Religion 
Americans are church-

goers. 
According to the 1969 Year

book of American Churches, 
107,768,322 members of.a wide 
variety of denominations last 
year attended religious serv
ices in 223,482 churches of an 
equally wide variety of archi
tecture. They contributed $3,-
612,671,698 in yet another 
great variety of offering 
plates, poor boxes, and mis
sionary envelopes. 

Thi!'> very healthy religious 
growth had its firm founda
tion in what has been affec
tionately labeled, "The Old
Time Religion." 

Among the members of old
er generations of Americans, 
hearing that phrase-the old
time religion-arouses some 
wonderful recollections of ali
day preaching and dinner on 
the grounds, or of Sundays in 
small local churches, of hard 
seats, and of the hand-tolling 
of morning church bells, close
ly followed by sounds of con
gregation voices raised in 
strains of hymns such as 
"Amazing Grace," "Rock of 
Ages," or "How Firm a Foun
dation," accompanied by mu
sic forcibly produced through 
the heavy pedalling of a pump 
organ. 

Children then were like 
youngsters now at any Sun
day morning church service, 
apt to be restless to get away 
to the more exciting outdoors. 
Perhaps then they may have 
had an extra reason for 
squirming. All too frequently 
the pinching of "best" shoes, 
worn only on Sundays, served 
unexpectedly as reminders 
that youngsters have a strong 
tendency to rapidly outgrow 
shoes and clothes. 

Ministers then, as ministers 
now, carried the heavy bur
den of getting in strong licks 
of spiritual counseling during 
the Sunday morning period, 
enough to sustain the mem
bers of their flocks through 
the temptations of the week 
ahead. And, whereas the 
youngsters inside might be 
squirming under the heavy 
dosage of those admonishings, 
outside the mules and horses, 
waiting in buggy and wagon 
traces, were contentedly re
laxed for their day of rest 
from regular weekday plow
ing and hauling chores. 

The spring weather begin
ning about the Easter season 
yearly relegated the pot
bellied stove, often centered 
in the church for winter com
fort, to a stolid black quiet
ness. 

But that quietness was not 
likely to extend to the "A
Men Corner" where the gen
tlemen of the congregation 
let the pastor know when 
his hell- fire- and- brimstone 
preachings hit a responsive 
nerve. 

One may only hope that the 
gradual passing of the vigor
ous customs of "A-men-ing" 
in vocal support of the preach
er, the singing of the old 
songs of Zion, the old-time 
revivals, and church home
comings-truly symbolic of 
the old-time religion-does 
not mean that there will con
tinue to be a gradual accept
ance of a weaker code of 
rights and wrongs. 
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Census Controversy 

When word about the 1970 
census first circulated, espe
cially rumors suggesting gov
ernment snooping into such 
personal matters as the num
ber of people who share a 
common bathroom. a storm of 
controversy broke. 

Members of Congress. in
cluding myself, have received 
letters from constituents ask
ing what right the federal 
government has to pry into 
such aspects of personal life. 

Feeding the controversy is 
the fact that every person re
ceiving a census questionnaire 
or interviewed by a census 
taker is legally obligated to 
give correct answers to all 
questions. 

Rcsponr1ing- to the outcry, 
the Census Bureau announced 
plans to reword certain ques
tions in order to remove any 
implication that the _c;overn
ment is interested in prying 
into one's purely pPrsonal af
fairs. 

In addition, the number of 
households asked to respond 
to the longer 66-question cen
sus form will be substantially 
reduced. Most families will be 
asked to answer only 23 ques
tions. 

Furthermore, legislation has 
been introduced in Congress 
to modify the census ap
proach. Suggested changes 
w o u 1 d eliminate questions 
considered to be of a personal 
or sensitive nature while al
lowing such questions to be 
asked when considered neces
sary. 

The proposals would also 
tighten guarantees of secrecy 
of census information and in
crease the fine and jail sen
tence ~or any employee of the 
Census Bureau who gives out 

confidential information. An
swering the questions would 
remain a legal obligation on 
the citizen. 

The proposed legislation has 
not yet cleared the House or 
Senate. But the likelihood ap
pears that scime modifications 
will be made to meet the ob
jections voiced against the 
c e n s u s so long as such 
changes do not destroy the 
value of this national institu
tion on which so many fed
eral, state. and local programs 
depend. 

The charge that the census 
constitutes an invasion of pri
vacy may contain an element 
of truth insofar as it seeks 
to do more than simply deter
mine the "enumeration" of 
the population of the several 
states, as required by the U.S. 
Constitution. 

However. without accurate 
and up-to-date population and 
housing information, the work 
of certain federal agencies
as well as that of the Con
gress-would be greatly im
paired. 

On balance, the advantages 
of a broader range census 
would appear to outweigh the 
disadvantages. Reducing the 
census to a mere "head count" 
would leave many needs of 
our citizens unidentified and, 
therefore, unmet. 

Census information can be 
used for statistical purposes 
only. The Census Bureau's 
record of not revealing indi
vidual answers to anyone for 
any purpose has remained un
blemished. 
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Robert Williams Urges Militants to Kill 
Because the nation has just 

experienced a summer of rela
tive racial tranquility, it i3 
extremely disturbing to note 
the return to the United 
States of black militant Rob
ert F. Williams. 

Williams, 44, is a vicious, 
Communist- oriented militant 
who makes no bones about 
his preference for the violent 
approach to race relations. 

His terror tactics while he 
headed the local NAACP 
chapter in his hometown of 
Monroe, N.C., caused the 
NAACP to censure him. 

In 1961, after being charged 
with kidnapping a white 
couple during racial disturb
ances in Monroe, Williams fled 
to Cuba in order to escap2 
prosecution. 

To understand the sinister 
threat Wiiliams now poses to 
our country, one need only 
study the content of radio 
messages w h i c h Williams 
beamed back home from a sta
tion in Havana. 

Three times a week he 
would take the air and exhort 
American Negroes to violence 
with such statements as, "It 
is not enough to be willing to 
die for freedom and dignity. 
One must be willing to kill." 

In another broadcast moni
tored in this country, Williams 
told his listeners: 

"The time of battle ap
proaches. Remember our tra
ditional weapons of warfare. 
Prepare the gas bomb, sharpen 
the razor, stockpile the lye 
cans . .. " 

After a few years in Cub:1, 
Williams moved and was wel
comed by Mao Tse-Tung's fol
lower's in Peking where, ac
cording to Williams, he was 
treated royally. 

Now, he has left his Com
munist friends and has moved 
into Detroit to take control 
of the "Republic of New 
Africa," a paper nation which 
wants to take over the South
ern states for the black peo
ple. 

In the meantime, Williams 
is fighting extradition to 
North Carolina, where he still 
faces the kidnaping charge. If 
he ever is sent back, he has 
said, "I am going back for 
war, to fight." 

It seems clear that Williams 
intends to wage war whether 
o·: not he goes back to Nort!1 
Carolina, and it is anyone's 
guess as to what promises of 
support he may have bee:'1 
given by his Red Chinese 
hosts. 

The Senate Internal Secur
ity Subcommittee, of which I 
am a member, will be keep
ing close tabs on Williams' 
activities. I am very concerned 
about his presence in t h is 
country, and I believe that he 
is potentially more dangerous 
than any previously known 
black militant. 

',,, 
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Byrd r s Eye View 
A Public Service Column 

By U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

SOCIAL SECURITY INCREASES NEEDED 

"\ ~Qf 

Now that the 9Ist Ccngress has convened ,:' I will introduce 

legislation which would raise the minimum social security benefit 

from $55 to $80 per month and which would give all social security 

recipients an across-the-board increase of 8.5 percent. 

These increases would be financed by a direct contribution 

from the Federal government amounting to one percent of the present 

social security wage base of $7,800. 

The total federal contribution would amount to about $4 

billion. In West Virginia, the increases would favorably affect 

'more than 143,000 retired or disabled workers and their families 

who are currently receiving social security benefits. 

If passed into law, my bill will serve several important 

functions. First, the $3.3 billion to be paid out initially will 

help social sec~rity recipients keep up with the increased cost of 

living. That priQes have gone up is not a welcome thought, but it 

is a fact and cannot be ignored. 

Additionally, placing these extra funds into the nation's 

marketplace will provide a sure buffer against recession. And, 

while it is true that general tax revenues will be called on to 

pay for this increase, it is also likely that the expenditure of 

these dollars by social security recipients will have a ''multiplier'' 

effect which will serve to generate many new tax dollars. 

As long as I have been a member of the Senate and before that, 

as a member of the House of Representatives, I have not only favored 

increases in Social Security benefits, but also a lowered age at 

which these benefits can be paid to retired persons and their 

dependents. 

In 1963, I was instrumental in getting the retirement age 
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lowered from 65 to 62, though benefits, of course, must be 

actuarially reduced. Last year, I was able to persuade the 

Senate to further reduce this age to 60, although my proposal failed 

to get approval by the House. 

I believe that the Social Security System is one of the most 

important federal programs benefiting the American people today. 

It is my hope that the Senate Finance Committee, which has 

jurisdiction over Social Security legislation, will take prompt 

action on my bill. 

-30-



From the Office of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd 
105 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

\7 I -fr ,) (/( f 
! I 

Volume IX - Number 2 January 10, 1969 
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By U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd 

lNAUGUIAL FACTS 

The inauguration of a President is a national event that 

is changeless, yet, ever-chang1og. 

What has remained unchanged from the inauguration of George 

washington to that of Richard Nixon is the oath of office which 

each new President takes. 

The solemn words must be spoken before the PreSident-elect 

can assume the duties of his new office. The pledge, set forth 

in the Constitution, is that iiI do solemnly swear that I will 

faithfully execute the Office of Presidaat of the United States, 

and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and 

defend the Constitution of the United States." The cloSing words, 

"so help me God, fI were first uttered spontaneously by George 

Washington, so moved was he by the responsibilities which he had 

undertaken. 

But, except for the oath, there is little which Washington 

might recognize in today's inaugural, so numerous are the changes 

the inauguration day has undergone. 

Thomas Jefferson was the first President to be sworn in in 

Washington, President Washington and John Adams having been 

inaugurated in New York and Philadelphia, respectively. 

James Monroe was the first PreSident to be inaugurated on 

the steps of the capitol, Jefferson's and Madison's inaugurations 

having been held indoors. While holding inaugural ceremonies 

out of doors has enabled more persons to participate, it has 

also left the Nation's most important ceremony totally at the whims 

of Washington's notoriously fickle weather. 

In fact, almost half of the inaugurations to date have been 

marked by deplorable weather conditions. William Henry Harrison, 



-2-

the ninth President of the United States, caught pneumonia and 

died within a month, as a result of speaking, without an overcoat, 

for more than an hour in icy winds and steady rains at his 

inaugural. 

And when President Grant was sworn in for his second term, 

not only did West Point cadets fall senseless from the cold, but 

also at the Inaugural Ball it was So icy the refreshments froze 

and all the guests had to leave their topcoats on. 

Other Presidents who scored inaugural firsts include John 

Quincy Adams, who was the first to wear long trousers and not knee 

breeches, and Warren G. Harding, who was the first to travel in 

an auto. One of the most raucous inaugurations was that of 

Andrew Jackson in 1829. So numerous were his admirers that they 

did almost as much damage to the White House as the British had 

done during the War of 1812. 

And, while the 1969 inaugural of Richard Nixon may not go 

down in history on such a note, the incoming President is almost 

sure to leave some new personal mark on our Nation's inaugural 

history. 

-30-
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WEST VIRGINIA'S PHOENIX 

Like the legendary phoenix, the fast developing coal waste 

industry in West Virginia is proving it is not impossible to rise 

from one's own ashes--flyash in this case. 

In fact, more and more uses are being found for this dusty 

waste product that formerly couldn't be given away. 

Flyash is produced as coal is burned and its most promising 

use is as a raw material for bricks. A pilot flyash-to-brick 

plant has been in operation for Some time now at Morgantown, West 

Virginia. 

Developed by the U.S. Office of Coal Research and West 

Virginia University's Coal Research Bureau, the plant has produced 

bricks that are not only lighter than conventional clay bricks, 

but are stronger as well, according OCR. 

Pilot testing has been enthusiastic, and the first 

commercial production of the bricks is already on the horizon. 

Two brick plants are being contemplated and the Coal Research 

Bureau has been inundated with queries for information on the 

process. 

Another use for flyash is as a grouting material. The 

flyash is mixed with cement and water and is pumped into struc-

tures which, through age, or disaster, have begun to show signs 

they may collapse. 

The flyash, which is much finer than the sand usually used, 

provides a perfect medium for filling in the numerous cracks, which, 

if unfilled, would lead to the structure's eventual collapse. 

These projects are only examples of the versatility of coal 

and its by-products. Through continued research I have no doubt. 

even more uses will be found. 

....f' 
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Robert C. Byrd 

The Value of Senate Rule XXII 
"I may be mistaken." That 

one sentence sums up the 
democratic self-recognition of 
human frailty. It is the utilitar
ian key to tolerance. 

It is because "I may be mis
taken" that our republican 
form of government insists 
upo:1 the protection of the 
widest possible divergence of 
opinion. That is what moved 
Milton to write the "Areo
pagitica" and thus fix within 
our civilization the unanswer
c>ble argument for freedom of 
the press. That is what is be
hind Voltaire's assertion
apocryphal or not-that while 
he disapproved of what his 
o;:.>po:1ents said, he would de
fend to the death their right 
to say it. 

"I may be mistaken." That 
is the thought that is enemy 
to all dogma, for if it is not 
possible for me to be in error, 
then I may, if I have the pow
er, crush all who disagree with 
me. 

In my opinion, the highest 
repository of this precious 
political principle is the Senate 
of the United States. Here the 
rights of the states and minor
ities are protected as nowhere 
else. 

One of the keys to that pro
tection is the right of un
limited debate-the right of 
the minority to argue at 
length (filibuster), to delay, to 
persuade, to force the major
ity to re-examine its motives 
and to reconsider the possible 
dangers of the course it is 
proposing. It is the majority, 

after all, that needs restrain
ing for, by definition. it has 
the power to act. Rule XXII, 
as presently written, in effect 
protects the majority from its 
own fanaticism. 

It is true, as some have con
tended, that when a minority 
is permitted to debate at 
length, the enactment of im
portant legislation may be de
layed. But it is also true, as 
Jefferson once wrote, "delay 
is preferable to error." 

Unlimited debate has served 
many a democratic cause. In 
1863, for example, it helped 
kill a bill that would have sus. 
pended the writ of habeas 
corpus. In 1911, it helped 
Arizona to become a state. In 
1937, free debate prevented 
passage of the court-packing 
bill and, in 1946, the bill draft
ing railway union members 
into the army. 

The right to unlimited de
bate protects us all, now and 
in the future. In the shimmer
ing and shifting kaleidoscope 
of politics, who knows what 
tomorrow's majority will con
sist of? 

I have seen how gag rule 
operates in the Senate once 
cloture is invoked. This is why 
I am against the biennial ef
fort to amend Rule XXII to 
make it easier to shut off de
b::tte. 
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Budget Should 
In its consideration of the 

$200.8 billion budget for Fis
cal Year 1971, Congress 
should place the highest pri
orities on three urgent needs 
of our society - tightening 
federal spending, fighting in
flation, and reordering priori
ties so that a larger share of 
tax dollars will go into pro
grams that would directly 
benefit the taxpayer. 

To a certain extent, the 
budget recognizes these needs. 

Defense Department ex
penditures, for exam pIe, 
would be cut by about $5.9 
billion; and appropriations for 
our space program would be 
reduced by almost $500 mil
lion. Reductions in both these 
areas appear to be wise steps 
toward reassigning our spend
ing priorities. 

Every dollar that is needed 
to defend our Nation should 
be spent-but the Defense De
partment is not sacrosanct. 
Whenever military spending 
can be reduced without weak
ening the defense posture of 
the United States, such re
ductions should be made. 

The same is true for space 
expenditures. 

All Americans were filled 
with justifiable pride when 
our countrymen became the 
first to set foot on the moon-
but we can no longer afford 
to conquer space, while ignor
ing problems that threaten 
the very existence of our so
ciety. We must solve the 
problems tcrc on earth before 
we invest such a large por
tion of our budget in explor
ing new worlds. 

For too long, the working 
American has carried the 

Serve The Peoplt" 
heaviest load in supporting 
the government; and, at 
times, it has appeared that he 
has received the least amount 
of benefit from government 
programs. Out of every dollar 
received by the federal gov
ernment, 45 cents comes from 
the personal income tax paid 
by working citizens. Yet, in 
recent years, less than 30 per
cent of federal programs wen• 
designed to develop human 
resources. 

The current budget would 
still depend on personal tax 
returns for 45 cents out of 
every dollar, but it would de
vote 41 percent of its total 
expenditures to making our 
society a better one in which 
to live. 

Increases for pollution con
trol, for instance, would total 
$330 million, and appropria
tions for fighting crime would 
rise by over $310 million. 
K e e pi n g our environment 
clean and our streets safe are 
obvious needs that should bp 
given undivided attention at 
every level of government. 

The President, when he pre. 
sented the budget to Con
gress, said that "We have be
gun to travel a new road." 
As a member of the Senate 
Appropriations C o m m i t t e e 
which must approve the 
funds, I am hopeful that the 
end of that road will result in 
economic s t fl b i 1 i t y, world 
peace, and a better life for 
all Americans. 
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Ammunition Sales Rules Too Tough 
It is not surprising that 

many store owners, farmers, 
hunters, and sportsmen in 
West Virginia are disgruntled 
over new regulations govern
ing the sale of rifle and shot
gun ammunition. 

Extensive record keeping 
now accompanies such sales as 
a result of Treasury Depart
ment regulations issued in the 
wake of the 1968 Gun Control 
Act. 

The Treasury Department 
requires that storekeepers 
note the name, age and ad
dress of an ammunition pur
chaser, as well as the manu
facturer, caliber, and quantity 
of ammunition, the date of 
sale, and the means by which 
the purchaser identified him
self (e.g., driver's license). 

It is quite obvious that 
such record keeping can be a 
great inconvenience to both 
buyer and seller, especially in 
small towns or rural areas 
where both parties may have 
known each other for years. 

The Treasury Department 
seems to have gone too far in 
promulgating its regulations 
following passage of the Gun 
Control Act. 

One section of the Act for
bids the sale of ammunition 
unless the seller notes the 
"name, age and place of resi
dence" of the purchaser. 

The Treasury Department 
may have written its rules, 
however, on the basis of an-

other section providing that 
dealers shall maintain such 
records of ammunition sales 
"as the Secretary (of the 
Treasury) may by regulations 
prescribe. 

The basis for the regula
lations, however, isn't as im
portant as finding a way to 
remedy this aggravating situ
ation concerning which many 
sportsmen and owners of 
small stores have complained. 

I have, therefore, intro
duced in the S e n a t e a n 
amendment to the Act limit
ing the definition of "am
munition" to that used in 
automatic pistols and revolv
ers. 

The amendment would ex
empt from Treasury control 
all shotgun shells, metallic 
rifle ammunition, and .22-
caliber rimfire ammunition
types which are commonly 
used on farms or for hunting 
or sporting purposes. 

I don't think that law
adiding citizens ought to be 
penalized by overzealous gov
ernment reaction to a law 
which was meant to deter 
criminals and not meant to 
harass others in the purchase 
and sale of ammo. 

3\ 
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FARMERS' BULLETINS 
Back in 1862, when Con

gress passed an Act estab
lishing the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, it directed 
that Department to "acquire 
and diffuse to the people of 
the United States useful in
formation on subjects con
nected with agriculture in the 
most general and comprehen
sive sense of that word." 

True to its mandate, the 
Department h a s faithfully 
"diffused" for all of the 107 
years since, a quantity and 
variety of agriculture publi
cations almost staggering to 
review. 

One very popular classifica
tion of Department of Agricul
ture publications - Farmers' 
Bulletins- originated in Au
gust 1895, when the Secre
tary of Agriculture reportedly 
us e d $30,000 of money in
tended for purchase of seeds 
to inaugurate the Farmers' 
Bulletins publication program. 
The following year, Congress 
sustained the Agriculture offi
cial in his action by appropri
ating money for continuing 
the printing of the bulletins 
for yet another year. It has 
done so for each fiscal year 
thereafter, responsive to the 
steady demand of the Ameri
can public. 

As statistical proof of that 
sustained demand, the vol
ume of Farmers' Bulletins 
issued during the last five 
fiscal years, 1964-1968 inclu
sive, totaled nearly 60 million. 

For the current fiscal year, 
the listing of available Farm
ers' Bulletins includes 350 
items. That listing covers sub-

jects ranging from fireplaces 
and chimneys, to raising rab
bits; from counting calories 
in the food you eat, to learn
ing how to control the Euro
pean earwig around the house; 
from tailoring a woman's suit, 
to first aid for flo:>ded homes 
and gardens. 

While the bulletins have 
varied in topic and content 
over the past century, the 
Department of Agriculture 
has noted that cooking pub
lications have consistently 
been among the top items 
favored, with gardening pub
lications running close behind 
in popularity. 

Beneficial in content and 
high in standard, the bulletins 
are prepared under the aus
pices of Federal technicians 
reco6nized as experts in their 
field. 

(I am currently in a posi
tion to supply constituents 
with a limited number of 
Farmers' Bulletins. W e s t 
Virginians desiring bulletins 
on subjects such as cook
ing, gardening, p o u I t r y 
raising, livestock raising, 
flowers, canning, and house 
plants may address a re
quest to me: U.S. SENA
TOR ROBERT C. BYRD, 
U.S. SENATE, WASHING
TON, D.C. 20510. Indicate 
your wishes, and I will be 
glad to s e n d up to one 
doze::t copies, per person.) 

I Lj. 
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Robert C~ Byrd 

On~~ Add.ietion Climbs 
_._t\nlericans rlJ'I' bein~ ('On

fronted with :t moral and 
lc'gaJ dilemm,l. ;:s tlw use qf 
dang~rous dntgs {'t1n1 irn_H'S to 
r:s0 arross the eoun try 

in the iirst eigh I .'1 :'11 rs '>t 
titls decade. jtn·cniit' diTCst.s 

rrS11itln~ f!'on; drug abuse 
rose· f~O(J pPn~cnt. P ;.: rs o n s 
unde: 2] l'Onstituted morP 
th;m hill! t lw tot" I n;~ reo tics 
:1rrcsts cturill!.!; 1 h;t t san1e pc·
cio:l 

l>esp1te Y\'~1a{ n1any ~_:ltizens 

be!i,·ve. 1 hl' prohicrn is not 
bolatcd in ritics such :1s New 
..-1_~ork. '.VherP polrcP have- tQC-· 

o:·r!,; .u -10.000 ilei·om :Jddicts 
a loll<'. Auth: q·j til'S in VI/est 
\<r!rgir::i:! rPp()n 11n incrcasl' in 
tilL' number of drUf<·•·nnnect:f'd 
arrests and s~1y t.h;d In~u·i

jLUUlc-11 along with :"0111.<,; l .. SL:. 
is easily obtain~l hJc in ~>cJnJ(' 

p:11·ts of tlw st<llc. 
[ have bePn advised that ln 

our st<Jte. as in th<' rt>SI .. ,f t!Je 
Cthl!Hry, thl' problerr1 :..s ,:;reu;
est on the eoll<.•ge eampiJses. 
although the use of drugs is 
nuw sifting dmvn inlo higll 
sehoul -;ysteJns. 

··rt is doubtful that an 
American p;u·ent ean send a 
son or daughter to collegt' 
today without exposing the 
young man or woman to drug 
~~b~1se," President Nixon said 
!'CCP11Tlj:'. 

To combat drug abuse, U:c 
administration has proposL•d 
'' 10-point program. It :Jdvo
catcs federal lnws to eorreet 
the differences in various 
star.e Jaws -·-- for cx;m1ple. 
carrying drugs may be :1 pun
ishable off<ensc in one state, 

while only the sale or use of 
drugs may be illegal in an 
1djoining state. 

The program also calls for 
the U.S. DepartmPnt of Jus
ti<'<' to develop a State Nar
c'o1 ics and Dangernns Drugs 
,\,·t. vvhkh would complement 
r:deral legislation. 

\N hi l ,. thf' government 
m• 11:< ·s I o meet t!w lege! side 
ur 1he dil<'nlnl.:L t)ach Amt)l'
il'11n mw;t m<Ike R par:J!Jel 
:11<JVC i u sob:<' the moral proh
IPrn. 

lilsiruetinn as tr: the in-
tlt"'n•!lt 1\\·ils nf 
shnuld be given 
iii:'' in the home 
ll':til 11H.' ehild is 
off To ~~ullt~g·r,. 

dn1g abuse 
at an early 
not w2iting 
about to go 

In<~smt!Ch as t~w focal 
point of drug 2ctivity is the 
t'•_)\ l1'gc carrlpus, profpssors 
.u:c· H1 ,l position to lead tht~ 

<lppo,itinn lo rlrug abuses. Too 
rn" ny professors althougl1 
·1ni> " smcdl minority of the 
til'lli'cssional community-.. have 
i~ef'n preaching Sl!bmissivcncss 
in a vain at t<~mpt to butld a 
f<ilse rapport with llw young
er g<'neration. 

Drug abusP poses a threat 
to t:H' \'<'l'Y foundations of our 
co~tntry. and neither the gov
CTilmf'nt nor the individual 
~'ltizen can shirk the rf'spon
sibility of mL•eting the t'1rpat 
head on. 
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Confliet m Cuba 
A number of Black Pan

thers have flect to Commlmi,;t 
Cuba in recent months. falsc•
ly believing they would find 
a paradiSE' for their ,·adi,_·;_tl 
way of life. 

\'\:hat they found, instp;td, 
was a Communist country 
dedicated to preaching only 
the party line. and thPir ex
periences in Cuba .-;hould 
serve to remind us of ~.lw 

liberty w<' enjoy. 
"Th~· PanthPrs havP not 

been tncclted in a revolution
arv fushion." Ravmond John
so;1 rev.'aled r~cently. The 
::!2-yPar old Black Panther 
went to Cuba by hijackim; an 
airliner. a frequent mode of 
travel for rhosc seeking rcf
ugP on Castro's island. 

Johnson. who said he spent 
21 days in jail upon landing 
in Havana, noted that "PVPry 
Black Panther i know" has 
askPd permission to leavl.'. 

At least 10 Panthers ar'C' 
curTPntly h Cuba, and most 
of th!~m were jailed shortly 
after/ arriving in the Commu
nist country. Authorities re
port that all of them have 
been imprisoned at some point 
during their stay in Cuba. 

Oddly enough, the only Pan
ther permitted to leave the 
island has been Eldridge 
Cleaver. As Black Panther 
Minister of Information, 
Cleaver has sufficient rank to 
leave what Castro refers to 
as "a classless society." 

The other Panthers lack 
cabinet rank and, according 
to Johnson, are "condemned 
to live in Cuba." He added 
that, following the initial im
prisonment, subsequent ar-

rests .. ,~orne when the Pan
thers become disenchanted 
and after they protest con
clitions and express a desire 
to k·ave Cuba." 

vVhen Cleaver and Johnson 
left the Vnited States, they 
both said they were Jleeing 
a raeist society. ThP fact is 
that they and most of their 

1 fellow Panthers were not run
ning away from racism, but 
rr1ther from possible convic
tions as parole violators. 

It is ironical that they t·an 
headlong into Cuban' jails-
without the benefit of any 
:,;cmblaneP of a trial. 

Johnson exprPssed his clis
illusionmpnt because hE' sai:l 
he wanted people in America 
to be aware of the Cuban 
situation. However, the vast 
majority of Americans have 
been aware of the situation in 
Cuba for some time. The fact 
that almost six percent of 
thP Cuban population has fled 
the island since 1961 to come 
to America is an ominous re-

' minder of the oppression that 
invariably follows Communist 
takeover of a country. 

It is not too much to as
sume that the Black Panthers 
now living in Cuba arc be
ginning to appreciate the 
American way of life. They 
turned their backs on Amer
ica, however, and, as far ::~s 
I am concerned, their dcp:w
ture can best be summed up 
in two words: Good riddance' 

',;·· 
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Rea!'lsessinlg t::laarity 

The U.S. lws ci tax ill which ber 30, 1967, one :1ad 357 em-
sorely lWt-d~ treatment--the ployees in the U.S .. compared 
granting ot Lax-exemptions to to 920 in foreign countries; 
foundations and the other sent 75 percent 

Amt>t'ican : axpayPrs have more money out .of the coun-
little 1mowled;_;,• of the .. hush- try in 1966 than it spf'nt here. 
hush'' orer:ttin-fls of th0 foun
daTions nonprofit organ1zt1-

The Committee further re-
porteo th~t1 the latter founda

tions _givl.'n Vtx-e~.::crnption he
c:uuse th('v cuntnbute mon1·.':-". 

i tion. for ~!-166, spent half as 
muc-h money running its New 
iol'!-:: officc--$5.4 million- -a,; 
it spPnL throughout che entire 
N;-:tion; that it spent half a 

either· H1c:Jn1c or rnpital, fnr 
1 

chariLHJlc purposes. In rtt'- , 
tua lity 1 hc::-.c found;_:l ions 
-.;pc~nd :'~~:I ;l~\· d;1t.':ixed dollrtr~,; on 
nunch<~ -~--~ 1:1 bit• 1 t~...~tns sucr1 as 
l;~· ... v~~·t !':;. p1·i::~1ting. rnainl (J in in~-. 
~)1\l~h 1 ·!Tit'i.':--;, :lnd hiring publi,· 
r-f'i:J.1lt~: ,: ;L·;-:1~ 

:-;uch l" ~~ :I ~undatjon::;, holding 
mon:• I <!Hll ;!;20 billion in assets 
and n1:1~.::ing grants 2t a ratr~ 

excc'cdmg $1.5 bi.llion annual
ly. Ivl<lH'OV<'r. a lot or' those 
grant dulhrc· flow o1l1 of the 
U.S. 

A sampling of .)\lb 
foundations studied by 

1najo:· 
a St!-

lect Congrcs::-;ionul Con1n1i l tee 
showPrl thai 20 of tlwse fnun- i 

dations disburst'd grants 
abmad, in dollars. totaling 
$70.4 million; purchased for
eign securities costing $91 
million; nncl sPnt ~Fi.2 mil
lion to foreign branch offices, 
dunng '' rct'L'nt thrcf~-year 
period. 

This occ11 rred despite our 
GO\-'L'rnment ·s plea fm· volun
tary restrictions of U.S. 
spending abroad. in the effort 
to re-scue the U.S. dollar from 
a bad imbnlanc<' of gold tlow. 

Regarding th,~ two largest 
foundations. the Committee 
reportt•d that, as of Se;Jtem-

rnilion doll;H'" in Ug<Jndn, but 
nut a pe1~nv in Ioaho; and 
that t sp<·nt $1 million in 
::\ig~'l'ill, hut only $1.000 in 
KPntucky 

The· '-.~hairman ;Jf the Cnn-
gres::-;ional study 
,·itica!ly testified 

group ~)PP

re:ative to 
th1:-; foundation· s activities in 
1966: "More than $5 millio 1 

went intu the upkeep of its 
elegant offices in New York. 
but oniy $2.J74 of its mo:wy 
went into West Virginia." 

He furthL't' pointed out thnt 
one fou!1da tion made direct 
grants, in u.S. dollars, to ctt 
least 25 foreign governments, 
1965-1967, including the gov
ernments of the United Arab 
Republic, Zambia, Kenya, 
Cameroon, and the Republic 
of the Ivory Coast. 

Cungre-;s is taking a long 
look at the activities con
ducted under the cloak of 
charity by tax-exempt foun
d:Jtions ;mo I believe that cor
redivc action will be taken. 
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features of our prPsent incurrH-
tax laws iS the -~t)(Jl' :.!t ,~_ q;d 
exemption. 

That cxerr1ption. vvh!l._·h ~u-

lows a taxpayer 1o deduct 
$600 for himself and $600 lor 
'..!ach IJ! hir: dependents, \.Vas 
enacted ..,vl1h r.he Internal 
H.t"\ ~-:~:~~- ·,_-.-~ '1 194~. it has 
not C'hangc-•.. ·t!tho,tgh. 
dunn~ thRt :..;a1ne ..:" yP;l; !)t..'

rlod. tht• cost ~Jf living i"las 
skyrocketed by 52 percent. 

.I believe tht~ time has come 
to bnn~;_. ; h(" i~;{ef41IHion more 
in line 'Vitn : h,· cost of Hying 
and give j::J(- A .. rnc·i~icrtn tax~ ,., 

! dU>. f h<lVC 

introducPd iegblation hdT 

would incre'nse th.- pe<·s .. :,al 
exemption from its pn:scn1 
$601) tc a more rc•albti..:: figure• 
of $800. 

Despitf~ rn:/ \'C·t~· nsalnst tt, 
the 10 percent :.:;urtax has bt~~~n 
~xtended by Congress; and 
that extension makes it even 
more necessary to rind some 
other areas where l'elief can 
be granted to the overbur
dened Amencar: taxpayer 

Increasing the $600 personal 
exemption is a good place to 
start. since the history of our 
tax laws shows rhat the $600 
figure is the second lowest ex
emption ever granted the tax
payer. 

Only during the war years 
of 1942-1947, '":hen the exemp
tion dropped to $500 per de
pendent, was it lower than the 

present scale. .Just prior to 
tho.t period, a family of four 
had $2.1<00 worth of personal 
excrnptions -that is $400 morP 
th<m an ioenticai family ho.;: 
today. almost .)0 years later. 

EvE'n \\.hl'n income tax lmvs 
wen• first cenaeted in 191:'. 
Congress ~~a"v 11t to grant il 

$4.000 ,•xemption to a married 
coup]E>- ... mcn·,. than three times 
th,· c>xempt i,,.,, ,··urrently grant
ed a marri:··i couple. In L,n. 
a U1n1i!'v ni' ,_;tx 1,eceivc~ 'H1l:y 
$:i,:.-J()0 :n personal l'Xernptions 
under nur pr0sc:1t tax si'·uc
tul·(_--.. 

Those opp:;sed to raising th,, 
$600 pet·sonai exemption point 
out ·thai the federal govern
ment would lose an estimated 
$3 hiilion for each incre~1se of 
$100 in the exemption. Yet. 
th,• federal government closed 
the last fiscal year with ~l $3 
biilion surplus, and Budget 
Bureau officials have estimat
ed that the federal govern
ment spends between $10 bil
lion and $30 billion annually 
on duplicative and oiten 
wasteful programs. 

The time has com<' for du
plication and waste co end in 
the federal government, and 
the savings that result should 
be turned back to the Ameri
can taxpayer. 
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Juvenile Delinquency Rises 

The problem of juvenile de
linquency in America is a 
growing one, and it is a prob
lem that is affecting more and 
more innocent people each 
year. 

I 
I 
I 

Last year alone, when 20 
percent of all persons arrest
ed in the United States were 
under age 18, our courts were 
forced to handle 1,457,078 ju- ·' 
veni!e delinquency cases. Dur
ing 1968, America's youthful 
criminals stole almost 76,000 
automobiles, committed over 
140,000 burglaries, more than 
3,000 homicides and an esti
mated 2,500 forcible rapes. 

In West Virginia, close to 
26,000 juvenile delinquency 
cases, not including traffic ·vi
olations, were handled by the 
courts. 

A report from the U.S. 
Children's Bureau notes that 
"these children (juvenile de
linquents) represent 2.3 per
.cent of all children aged 10 
through 17 in .the country." 

. But it also states that the in
crease in "juvenile ·court de
linquency cases ·was 8.9 per
cent as compared to an in
crease in the child population 

·. of only 2.2 percent." 
One reason for the unprece

dented growth of juvenile 
crime, according to authori
ties, is the increasing number 
of street gangs. But just as 
shocking as the crimes com
mitted by these organized 
bands of young hoodlums is 
the fact that federal money 
has wound up in the hands of 
gang members. For instance, 
one of the gangs . currently 

warring in Chicago is the 
same group that last year re
ceived federal poverty m'oney. 
The funds were supposed to 
rehabilitate the gang and 
teach its members responsibil
ity. But, Senate investigators 
found that the federal money 
actually helped to finance the 
gang's criminal activities. 

The Chicago incident is one 
of several in which. I feel. 
criminals have been coddled 
because of their age or color
where too much emphasis has 
been placed on the fact that 
they are juveniles and not 
enough on the fact that they 
are delinquents. 

Judge Vincent Carroll of 
Philadelphia recently criticized 
this coddling of youthful crim
inals. Noting that gang war
fare has taken 29 lives in Phil
adelphia this year, Judge Car
roll suggested that, "We bring 
back the whipping post." He 
said that "gang members 
should be humiliated right on 
the. public streets, with whip
pings, in front of the people 
they've been terrorizing." 

It is debatable whether a 
return to the public whipping 
post is necessary; but it is 
evident that our growing ju
venile delinquency problem 
makes a return to some form 
of old-fashioned discipline and 
punishment necessary, and 
makes a reaffirming of paren
tal authority essential. 
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One of the most distressing 
things about the student re
volt is the tPndency of 
campus radicals to use Com
munist China as their example 
of how America should be run. 

.,;' 

That tendency alone should 
convince fence sitters in the 
campus power struggles that 
militant students should spend 1 

more time in classrooms, and 
less time at protests. 

Red China, one of the most 
oppressive societies in the 
world today, is a society in 
which thousands were killed 
during a "cultural" revolu
tion. The revolution was neces
sary, according to a Peking 
official, because ''too many 
Chinese turned away from the 
thoughts of Mao Tse Tung." 

Those "thoughts" are pub
lished in a little red book and 
have been quoted at many of 
the more violent disruptions 
on our campuses. But the left
wing students who wave the 
red book triumphantly are ap
parently acting as much out 
of ignorance as they are from 
arrogance. 

Before advocating t h a t 
America copy the guidelines 
of Communist China, student 
militants would do well to 
study Mao Tse Tung's pecu
liar brand of justice. 

A recent trial, for instance, 
was held in a sports stadium, 
where 105 prisoners were tried 
before a crowd of 150,000 per
sons. None of the defendants 
had a lawyer, and all but 11 
were given heavy prison 
sentences. The other 11 were 

sentenl'ed to dPath .. iln(f. for 
the benet!t ot th<· i.'<>i'll\1 
spectator'S. t!ll' t~:~L'l'Ut i•J;~:- :rri
medi:lte!y followed i :~, ,:·. ,_ 

tencing. 
If the radical studenr,; ":m1 

further proof of the l:wk d 
justice in Communist Chin:>, 
they should contemplat<' the 
case of Anthony Grey. A cor
respondent for Reutcrs News 
Service, Grey has been held 
captive in Peking since July 
21, 1967. 

No charges have bec•n :n·ipd 
ag11inst the nc\vsman, who ;s 
eonfined to one small room. 
He is forbidden to write>. and 
is allowed to read onlv whai 
his guards give him. · 

Grey's only crime was that 
he happened to be in Chinn at 
the time 11 communist spies 
were arrested in Hong Kong. 
Those 11, after a fair trial and 
appeals, were senten('ed to 
three years in jail. In retalia
tion, the Chinese gave Gcey 
a similar sentence-but with
out the benefit ot a triaL 

It is sheer folly for militant 
students to use Communist 
China as an example of any
thing less than what it is~a 
nation governed by a tyran
nical regime. Like his little 
red book, the government of 
Mao Tse Tung cannot be 
judged solely by its cover. 
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The Revenue-Sharing Plan 
The proposal that the Fed

eral Government return a por
tion of the tax revenues it 
collects to the states for their 
own usc appears to be a 
sound one for two very im
portant reasons. 

It can serve to curb the 
growth of the federal bureauc
racy, and it can provide a 
badly needed source of new 
funds for state and local gov
ernments. 

The central government has 
become top-heavy, with far 
too many duplicative and 
overlapping and wasteful pro
grams. 

This unwarranted prolifera
tion, and the accompanying 
concentration of power over 
local matters in Washington, 
has seriously weakened state 
and local governments. 

President Nixon, in his mes
sage to Congress on the rev
enue-sharing plan, noted that 
the Federal Government has 
increased its revenues· ninety
fold in 36 years. Washington 
takes so much money out of 
the states that nearly all of 
them hiwe become extremely 
hard-pressed to raise the funds 
necessary for essential serv
ices. 

The tax burden on the in
dividual citizen has become so 
great that state and local gov
ernments can ill afford to 
consider any new tax in
creases, despite the continued 
growth in the demand for 
governmental services. 

The only practical solution 
is to begin a reduction in the 
proportionate size of the Fed-

era! Government and its ever
increasing activities, and to 
send a part of the tax money 
it collects back to the local
ities from whe1:ce the rev
enues came, with no strings 
attached. 

The idea is basically a 
simple one, and no new fed
eral agency or bureau would 
have to be set up. Of course 
the details would remain to 
be worked out. 

As it stands now, the pro
posal is that one-sixth of one 
percent of taxable personal 
income (the base on which 
federal personal income taxes 
are le~ied l, which would 
amount to $500 million, be 
made available in fiscal 1971. 
This would increase in gradu
ated steps to one percent in 
1976, yielding an estimated $5 
billion. 

The distribution among the 
states would be made on the 
basis of each state's share of 
the nat:o;1al population, with 
adjustments for a state's rev
e!1ue effort. A state raising 
more than the national aver
age in its own taxation would 
receive a proportional bonus. 

I believe this proposal would 
help restore to the states their 
proper rights and roles in the 
federal system and would 
strengthen the governments 
that are closest to the people 
and the problems. 
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There's Gasoline in the West Virginia Hills 
The alchemists of old, who 

wanted to turn base metals 
into gold, ought to see what 
is happenning at Cresap in 
West Virginia's Northen Pan
handle, where bituminous 
coal is being turned into crude 
oil. 

A pilot plant on the bank 
of the Ohio River in Marshall 
County~a sophisticated maze 
of pipes and valves and tanks 
-is seeking answers to the 
problems of producing com
mercially-competitive gasoline 
from coal. 

The experimental work is 
known as "Project Gasoline," 
and is being done by Consoli
dation Coal Company under 
a federal contract. Laboratory 
conversion of coal to gasoline 
has been possible for some 
time; Consol at Cresap seeks 
to take the idea out of the 
laboratory and turn it into a 
commercially feasible process 
that can produce synthetic 
gasoline at a production cost 
of about 13 cents a gallon. 

The Cresap plant has been 
turning out synthetic crude 
oil from coal from time to 
time since late summer now, 
and this should be good news 
indeed for West Virginians. 
Producing the crude oil from 
coal is the basic step that 
must be mastered. When this 
is done, and the plant is oper
ated for a sufficient length of 
time without new bugs devel
oping, the crude will be ship-

ped to a refinery to be made 
into gasoline. 

Many problems and mechan
ical difficulties have been en
countered, of course, and at 
one point earlier this year the 
Office of Coal Research was 
considering shutting down the 
project. I flew to Cresap at 
the time to meet with govern
ment and company officials, 
and OCR agreed to continue 
the work. 

The decision was a good 
one, for substantial progress 
is now being made at Cresap. 
The plant's two major sys
tems~the coal extraction and 
the hydrogenation systems~ 
have been successfully worked 
in tandem. Coal has been fed 
into one end and synthetic 
crude extracted f r o m the 
other over periods of time. 

"Project Gasoline" consumes 
1,700 pounds of coal an hour 
around the clock when run
ning, and can produce about 
2,500 gallons of crude a day 
at full capacity. 

Its ultimate success-which 
I believe will come~can open 
a vast new market for West 
Virginia's invaluable reserves 
of bituminous coal, and point 
to a brighter economic future 
for our state. 
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Forecast from "Weatherman": Violence 

One of the most obnoxious 
groups of the New Left is 
"Weatherman," a band of 
young extremists who many 
people expect will employ ter
ror tactics to radicalize the 
November peace moratorium. 

The so- called "Weather
men" (and women) are so vo
cal and so violent that they 
stand almost alone on the ex
treme Left. Many of their fel
low revolutionaries have 
shunned them and declared 
them, in effect, personn non 
gratn. 

It was the "Weathermen" 
who were responsible for sev
eral days of wild demonstra
tions, destruction, and street 
fighting which broke out in 
Chicago in early October. Be
fore it was over, police had 
shot three of them, arrested 
more than 200, and Illinois 
Gov. Richard Ogilvie felt it 
necessary to call out 2500 Na
tional Guardsmen to back up 
police. 

The members of "Weather
man" should not be confused 
with the young, misguided 
idealists who sometimes ally 
themselves with New Left 
demonstrations. The "Weath
ermen" are hard-core mili
tants who have declared 
their intention of destroying 
our government and our es
tablished institutions. Their 
plans include alignment with 
black militants in order to ex
ploit the Nation's explosive 
racial situation. 

"Weatherman," a sort of 
disgruntled offspring of the 

old SDS-which was badly 
fractured last June by in
ternal strife-is now vying for 
leadership of the radical 
youth revolution. Its principal 
spokesman is Mark Rudd, 22, 
a skilled agitator who is 
blamed for much of the tur
moil which rocked Columbia 
University during violent dem
onstrations last year. 

When Columbia University 
President Grayson Kirk 
branded the demonstrators as 
nihilists, Rudd responded with 
a letter which read, in part: 

"Your power is directly 
threatened, since we will have 
to destroy that power before 
we take over ... We will have 
to destroy at times, even vio
lently, in order to end your 
power and your system. But 
that is a far cry from nihil
ism." 

Whether Rudd and his fol
lowers want to admit to ni
hilism or Communism is not 
half as important as their 
stated objective, which is to 
spark a violent revolution. 
The "Weathermen" have vow
ed they will close down our 
high schools and colleges, sub
vert the Nation's' youth, and 
spawn a secret Marxist-Lenin
ist party of sufficient strength 
to overthrow the United 
States government by violent 
means. 
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DANGERS OF DRUGS 
The federal government is 

spending over $37 million this 
year in an effort to solve one 
of our nation's most pressing 
health problems-the increas
ing use of drugs in our so
ciety. 

Marijuana, largely because 
an estimated 35 percent of 
our high school and college 
students have tried it, is be
ing thoroughly researched by 
the National Institute of Men
tal Health. Thus far. the re
search has proved that the 
physical effects of smoking 
marijuana-rapid heart beat, 
lowering of the body tempera
ture, and dehydration-are 
equalled in their severity by 
the psychological effects. 

Dr. Stanley Yolles, director 
of NIMH, notes that most 
users of marijuana are at an 
age when their personalities 
are ~x'ing molded by their in
teraction with society. He 
adds that marijuana greatly 
reduces that interaction and. 
therefore~ retards the user's 
~ocial maturation. 

The researchers have not 
proved conclusively that mari
juana is addictive. but they 
<Jre quick t<J point out that 
at least RO pt•J-cent of the 
100,000 known narcotic ad
ilicts in America bf'gan by 
_.;moking "grass." 

A majority of those addicts 
depend on hemin. which. 
ahjng with LSD, is thi· most 
common of the han! drugs. 
An addict may SJ)('nd up to 
$ll10 a d;;y to support his 
habit. all(i man;\'· turn to crime 
to finarw:c> t lw purchase of 
dt·u_gs. In ::'\1'\\' York. for· ex
ample. a r·pc:-nt stud~ showed 

that many of the petty crimes 
were committed by addicts. 

The · outlook for the nar
cotic addict is dim, indE:>ed. Of 
the 5,800 addicts currently 
undergoing treatment, less 
than 18 percent can expE:>ct to 
be cured. And, of all the ad
dicts in America, more' than 
half are under agl'. 30 not 
only because' drugs are more 
attractin• to the young, but 
also because a large pe-rc<>nt
age of addicts die before agC' 
30. Health officials note that 
habitual use of narcotic drugs 
can shorten life expectancy 
by 15 to 20 years. 

Other potentially dangerous 
·drugs are amphetamines. 
which "pick you up," and bar
bjturates, which "let you 
down." Abut eight billion am
phetamine tablets are pro~ 
duced each year--enough to 
provide each American with 
35 doses-and about half of 
these tablets go into illicit 
chaimels. Health officials warn 
that, taken without prescrilJ
tion, am!Jhetamines and bar
hiturates can be as hiinnful 
:lS any narcotic: 

Be.;idPs_ the l'Xtensin• t'<•

search. ;\IJMH alsu conduc-t" 
a public information program. 
Th<'l"l' are a numhf'l' of infor
mative pcunphlet,; availahh
free to thf' public. Anvone de
siring these parnphlt>t:., should 
write to the Nation;l) lnsti.
t ute of Mental H<>alt h at Hu\. 
1080, \Vashington. I)_('. :!001:1. 
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Cancer: Searching for a Cure 

/ __ 

There is probably no disease approximately 150,000 Ameri
more frightening than cancer, cans per year develop cancers 
which health officials estimate attributed to viruses. 
will claim 615,000 new victims The Cancer Institute has 
and 325,000 lives in America aIr e ad y begun developing 
this year. plans to produce test vaccines 

The National Cancer Insti- of sufficient safety and effec
tute is leading the battle tiveness; and, almost without 
against the dreaded disease, exception, health officials feel 
and its present objective is that drugs will provide the 
to reverse the balance that ultimate cure. Most of them 
now exists between occurr- feel that we have reached the 
ence and cure-at the present limit of progress in the areas 
time, more Americans de- of surgical and radiation 
velop cancer than are cured treatment of cancer. 
of it. To help accomplish its Within the past several 
goal, the Institute has a pro- years, the goal of drug ther
posed 1970 budget of $181 apy--to reach and selectively 
million. destroy tumor cells-has been 

The largest part of the achieved in a few types of 
budget will go into the two clinical cancer. Some note
areas where the most import- worthy success has been re
ant advances have been made corded. In a recent study, 75 
in recent years-etiology, or percent of patients with acute 
the study of the causes of can- lymphocytic leukemia we r e 
cer; and chemotherapy, or still free of disease two years
treatment of the disease by after completing treatment. 
drugs. And, according to health offi-

In an effort to find t h e cials, five-year survivals have 
causes, scientists h ave iso- become almost ~ommonplace. 
lated more than 80 viruses, all There are up to 200 differ
of which are known to cause ent forms of cancer, and, with 
cancer in animals. The reports a disease so deadly, even the 
state that there is "excellent smallest advancements take 
evidence that one of these on great significance. How
viruses is associated with ever, there have been enough 
Hodgkin's disease." Still of these small advancements 
another i s o 1 ate d virus is to make the eventual cure of 
thought to be associated with cancer seem less than hope-
leukemia in young children. less. 

Positively identifying the ~~ ~. ~ 
viruses which may cause spe-
cific types of cancer is the 
first step in developing a cure 
-a cure that is needed, since 

,, 
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Education-Investment in our Future 

Because of the rising costs 
and the growing necessity of 
a good education, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee has 
approved over $1 billion in in
creases over the original 
budget proposals for educa
tion. 

The final bill, which in
cludes approximately $10.8 
million in increases for West 
Virginia, will be acted on 
during the second session of 
Congress. And th<' chances 
for passage arc currently 
rated as extremely good. 

All of us on the Appropria
tions Committee realized the 
need to reduce government 
spending, hut we felt that 
education was too vital an 
area in which to cut hack. 
And we carefully designed our 
increases to effect a more 
equitable balance between 
vocational education and the 
more strictly academic pro
grams. 

In vocational education, our 
committee appropriated over 
$488 million-- -an increase of 
more than $200 million over 
the original request by the 
Budget Bureau. Under the 
appropriation, an estimated 9 
million persons would be 
trained for gainful employ
ment in semi-skilled, skilled, 
and technical fields. They 
would be trained for careers 
that would have otherwise 
been beyond their reach. Plus, 
specialized programs would 
accommodate over 500,000 dis
advantaged or handicapped 
persons--persons who, some
times through no fault of 

their own, have heretofore 
been largely neglected by our 
educational system. 

Under practically all of the 
programs, there would be 
earlier testing of a student's 
aptitudes; and, if he were 
found to be uninterested in 
straight academic subjects, 
he would be directed toward 
a vocational program. In this 
way, potential dropouts could 
be reached and kept in school. 

The appropriation also 
granted substantial assistance 
for those students who do 
possess the ability and desire 
to pursue a college education. 
We increased to nearly $1 bil
lion the funds available for 
higher education in America. 
The programs in this field 
would provide guaranteed 
loans for over 1.6 million stu
dents and educational op
portunity grants for more 
than 900,000 students. Fur
thermore, the appropriations 
would enable 1.4 million other 
students to secure part-time 
jobs while attending college. 

Education-quality educa
tion, with a proper balance 
between vocational and aca
demic programs--is a pre
requisite for the continued 
advancement of our Nation. 
And investing in the educa
tion of our young people to
day is, in a very real sense, 
investing in the future of our 
country. 

~. 
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Education-lnvestn1ent in our Future 

Because of the rising costs 
and the growing necessity of 
a good education, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee has 
approved over $1 billion in in
creases over the original 
budget proposals for educa
tion. 

The final bill, which in
cludes approximately $10.8 
million in increases for West 
Virginia, will be acted on 
during the second session of 
Congress. And the chances 
for passage arc currently 
rated as extremely good. 

All of us on the Appropria
tions Committee realized the 
need to reducP govE'rnment 
spending, hut we felt that 
education was too vital an 
area in which to cut back. 
And we carefully designed our 
increases to effect a more 
equitable balance between 
vocational education and the 
more strictly academic pro
grams. 

In vocational education, our 
committee appropriated over 
$488 million -an increase of 
more than $200 million over 
the original request by the 
Budget Bureau. Under the 
appropriation, an estimated 9 
million persons would be 
trained for gainful employ
ment in semi-skilled, skilled, 
and technical fields. They 
would be trained for careers 
that would have otherwise 
been beyond their reach. Plus, 
specialized programs would 
accommodate over 500,000 dis
advantaged or handicapped 
persons-persons who, some
times through no fault of 

their own, have heretofore 
been largely neglected by our 
educational system. 

Under practically all of the 
programs, there would be 
earlier testing of a student's 
aptitudes; and, if he were 
found to be uninterested in 
straight academic subjects, 
he would be directed toward 
a vocational program. In this 
way, potential dropouts could 
be reached and kept in school. 

The appropriation also 
granted substantial assistance 
for those students who do 
possess the ability and desire 
to pursue a college education. 
We increased to nearly $1 bil
lion the funds available for 
higher education in America. 
The programs in this field 
would provide guaranteed 
loans for over 1.6 million stu
dents and educational op
portunity grants for more 
than 900,000 students. Fur
thermore, the appropriations 
would enable 1.4 million other 
students to secure part-time 
jobs while attending college. 

Education-quality educa
tion, with a proper balance 
between vocational and aca
demic programs-is a pre
requisite for the continued 
advancement of our Nation. 
And investing in the educa
tion of our young people to
day is, in a very real sense, 
investing in the future of our 
country. 

~. 
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The Higher Cost of Eating Better 
today than a decade ago, only 
6 percent more persons have 
been needed to do the job. 

Americans arc eating a wid
er variety of higher quality 
foods today than at any pre
vious time in our Nation's 
history - but it is costing us 
more to do so. 

Most shoppers, who buy an 
average of 30 to 40 different 

, items each week, know full 
· well that, without an ad

vancf'd food marketing sys
tem, our orange juice would 
still be on trees, and our 

According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the retail 
cost of food in the United 
States has risen by about 25 
percent in the past 10 years~ i 
for every $10 spent on gro
ceries in 1960, the American 
shopper is now spending an 
average of $12.50. The in
crease has caused many home
makers to wonder exactly 
where their food dollars havE' 
gone. 

Of every dollar spent on 
food, 39 cents goes to the 
farmers who produce the 
goods and 61 cents goes to 
the marketing companies who 
process them. Yet, both of 
these segments of the food 
industry have done a com
mendable job in keeping the 
price of food within reason. 

The marketing companies 
have experienced a 50 per
cent rise in hourly labor costs 
since 1960. But, through in
creasing the efficiency of their 
operations, the companies 
have been able to hold their 
cost rise per unit of food to 
18 percent. In other words, 
the food marketing system 
has absorbed 32 percent of its 
increased labor costs. Evi
dence of this efficiency is the 
fact that, while 21 percent 
more food is being processed 

steaks would still be on the 
hoof. 

For their part, the Ameri
can farmers spend $2 out of 
every $3 they receive on op-

i crating costs such as stock 
feed and fertilizer, or over
head business expenses such 
as machinery. Increases in 
these essentials have far out
paced the rising cost of food. 

The United States is in a 
period of rising incomes and 
falling unemployment, and 
such a situation invariably re
sults in inflation -- inflation 
that hits at every part of our 
economy and causes higher 
prices for all our goods and 
services. The price of shoes, 
for instance, has risen by 32 
percent over the past decade, 
while the cost of medical care 
has increased by 45 percent. 

It is a tribute to our food 
industry that the price of food 
has risen less rapidly than the 
cost of many other goods and 
services. 
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Closing the Nutrition Gap 
A recent national survey 

discovered that the diet of 
the average American house
hold is far superior today than 
that of a generation ago, and 
that families at all income 
levels appear to be sharing 
in our increased produetion 
of food products. 

For instance, families in 
the lowest third of our income 
scale are now consuming more 
mee~t and poultry than Ameri
ca's wealthiest families did in 
the spring of 1942. In other 
words, the poorer families to
day are eating better than 
the more affluent households 
of the last generation. 

The survey, which we~s <'On
ducted by the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, also 
showed that American men 
between the ages of 20 and 
:34 now consume a daily aver
age of 12 ounces of meat and 
poultry- double the e~mount 

consumed by their counter
parts in 1948. Women in that 
age group presently consume 
almost eight ounces of meat 
and poultry each day, com
pared to about five ounces 
eaten by members of a simi·· 
lm· group 22 years ago. 

According to the survey, the 
traditional three-meals-a-day 
is fast becoming a thing of 
the past. About 20 percent of 
our present population in the 
20-:34 age bracket stops for 
something to eat or drink six 
or more times a day, regard
less of the economic status. 
In most cases, these ·'extra" 
meals contain significant nu
trition value. 

There is still a gap between 
the nutrition value of foods 
consumed by our poor familiPs ; 

today and the meals L'aten 
by our middle and higher in
come groups. Today's lower 
income households are Pa ting 
better than the wealthier 
families of the last g('neration, 
but thE' amount of nutrients 
thE'y rE'C('ive daily still falls 
short of thE' nutrients con
sumE'd by our prE'sent middle 
and higher income groups. 

However, the national sur
vey showed that sufficient 
high quality foods are avail
able to properly feed the en
tirE' population of the United 
States. And. in order to meet 
the goal of a well-fed nation, 
Congress has updated thP food 
stamp and commodity food 
programs. 

Food stamps were first in·· 
troducE'd on a pilot basis in 
1961. They now reach 4.5 
million Americans. Th.- com
modity program, when it was 
begun :30 years ago, offered 
a limited variety of foods. It 
now offers 22 foods, which 
provide betwef'n 80 and 150 
pE'rcent of the minimum daily 
required nutrients. 

ThesE' programs must: be !'X

panded where necessaty, in 
an effort to close the nutri
tion gap. And consumE'r t>du
cation programs must bt> ex
panded to include middlE' and 
higher income groups, because 
improper eating habits and 
unwise food purchases have 
resulted in instances of mal
nutrition even among thE'se 
morE' affluent Americans. 
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Society Threatened by Pollution 
The pollution of our water, 

land, and air has grown at 
such a rapid pace over the 
past 15 years it now poses a 
serious threat to our future 
existence. 

Water pollution, for in
stance, has reached such mas
sive proportions that ecolo
gists -- scientists concerned 
with the study of man's re
lationship to his environment 
-claim that Lake Erie is 

"dead". And they predict that, 
at the current rate of pollu
tion, a similar fate awaits 
Lake Michigan within nine 
years. 

In fact, major rivers in at 
least two American cities are 
so full of industrial and con
sumer waste disposal that they 
are now considered fire haz
ards. 

The air we breathe is no 
less dirty than the water we 
drink. Tons of smoke and 
fumes are sent billowing into 
our sky each day, resulting in 
a smog that has caused asth
ma, emphysema, and other 
respiratory ailments among 
Americans to increase more 
rapidly than any other disease. 

In Los Angeles, automobile 
traffic alone results in over 20 
million pounds of carbon mon
oxide being poured daily into 
the atmosphere. 

Even our open fields and 
beaches, which once glittered 
with beauty, are now spotted 
with litter. Each year, over 76 
million cans and bottles are 
carelessly tossed away, and 
over 7 million cars are left 

for junk along our streets and 
highways. 

Obviously, some major re
forms must be undertaken to 
control the rampant pollution 
in our country, and to clean up 
our environment before we 
are swallowed up by our own 
debris. And those reforms can 
best succeed through a coop
erative effort by the federal 
government, private industry, 
:md the individual citizen. 

For its part, the federal gov
ernment last year increased 
anti-pollution expenditures to 
$400 million compared to $4 
million that was spent for pol
lution control in 1955. I am 
hopeful that Congress will as
sign the highest of priorities 
to anti-pollution programs in 
the future. 

Both the coal and auto
motive industries have made 
significant contributions to 
pollution control. The coal in
dustry has developed new uses 
for ftyash, tons of which are 
sent annually into the air we 
breathe; and automobile 
manufacturers have developed 
an abatement device that is 
expected to cut carbon mono
xide emissions by 80 percent. 

In too many instances we 
have used our technology to 
defeat nature. But, unless we 
learn to use it in harmony 
with nature, we may find that 
the final victory belongs to 
the monsters we have created. 
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Budget Should Serve The People 
In its consideration of the 

$200.8 billion budget for Fis
cal Year 1971, Congress 
should place the highest pri-

1 

orities on three urgent needs 
of our society - tightening 
federal spending, fighting in
flation, and reordering priori
ties so that a larger share of 
tax dollars will go into pro
grams that would directly 
benefit the taxpayer. 

To a certain extent, the 
budget recognizes these needs. 

Defense Department ex
penditures, for ex am p 1 e, 
would be cut by about $5.9 
billion; and appropriations for 
our space program would be 
reduced by almost $500 mil
lion. Reductions in both these 
areas appear to be wise steps 
toward reassigning our spend
ing priorities. 

Every dollar that is needed 
to defend our Nation should 
be spent-but the Defense De
partment is not sacrosanct. 
Whenever military spending 
can be reduced without weak
ening the defense posture of 
the United States, such re
ductions should be made. 

The same is true for space 
expenditures. 

All Americans were filled 
with justifiable pride when 
our countrymen became the 
first to set foot on the moon~ 
but we can no longer afford 
to conquer space, while ignor
ing problems that threaten 
the very existence of our so
ciety. We must solve the 
problems here on earth before 
we invest such a large por
tion of our budget in explor
ing new worlds. 

For too long, the working 
American has carried the 

heaviest load in supporting 
the government; and, at 
times, it has appeared that he 
has received the least amount 
of benefit from government 
programs. Out of every dollar 
received by the federal gov
ernment, 45 cents comes from 
the personal income tax paid 
by working citizens. Yet, in 
recent years, less than 30 per
cent of federal programs were 
designed to develop human 
resources. 

The current budget would 
still depend on personal tax 
returns for 45 cents out of 
every dollar, but it would de
vote 41 percent of its total 
expenditures to making our 
society a better one in which 
to live. 

Increases for pollution con
trol, for instance, would total 
$330 million, and appropria
tions for fighting crime would 
rise by over $310 million. 
K e e pi n g our environment 
clean and our streets safe are 
obvious needs that should be 
given undivided attention at 
every level of government. 

The President, when he pre
sented the budget to Con
gress, said that "We have be
gun to travel a new road." 
As a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
which must approve the 
funds, I am hopeful that the 
end of that road will result in 
economic s t a b iIi t y, world 
peace, and a better life for 
all Americans. 
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Court Integrity The Issue In Chicago 

The protest demonstrations 
over the convictions in the 
Chicago Seven trial are as 
outrageous--and as threaten
ing to our constitutional sys
tem-as was the conduct of 
the defendants and their law
yers during the trial. 

As usual, we are hearing 
mostly from one side-the 
radical new left, which seeks 
to destroy the American sys
tem. The great middle ma
jority of the American people 
is not likely to take to the 
streets, shouting obscenities 
and smashing windows, to 
make its views known. 

In the face of the contempt 
which the defendants and 
their attorneys showed for the 
American system, the jury 
hearing their case proved that 
the system works. 

greatest significance of the 
trial lies. The deliberately 
provocative actions of the de
fendants and their counsel, 
and the calculated abuse and 
villification of the judge, were 
aimed at demeaning the court 
and at the ultimate destruc
tion of the American system 
of law and justice. 

The issue raised is simply 
this: Are defendants, radical 
or otherwise, to be allowed to 
turn trials into burlesque 
shows and shout their way out 
of what should be the inevita
ble consequences of their law
breaking? 

That pattern is already 
making itself manifest in 
trials in Washington, New 
York, and elsewhere. 

Respect for the law and for 
the courts is fundamental to 
the continuance of the Ameri
can system. If the courts can 
be flouted, then nothing that 

, anyone has -- including the 
rights of a radical--is safe. 

The verdict finding the de- 1 

fendants not guilty on the 
conspiracy charge, acquitting 
two on all charges, and find
ing five guilty of the charges 
of crossing state lines to in
dte violence, was a fair one. 
Competent legal people seem 
to agree on that. 

The contempt sentences an• 
harsh. But considering that 
nothing less than the integ
rity of the U.S. judicial sys
tem is at stake, they should 
stand, although it is probable 
that the length of the sen
tences ought to be reduced by 
the appellate courts. It should 
be noted that Judge Julius 
Hoffman conceded that the 
contempt and riot sentences 
eould run concurrently. 

It is in this area that th<' 

Those who wish to wreck 
our country know that. They 
know that if they can weak
en and pull down the courts, 
they can weaken and pull 
down the whole structure. 

If Judge Hoffman threw the 
1 book at the Chicago rioters 

and their lawyers, their be
havior in the courtroom, as 
well as on the streets merited 
it. ' 
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Forced Integration-Unwise, Unconstitutional 

"Surely it is time to face 
up to a fact that can no 
longer be hidden from view. 
The attempt to integrate 
this country's schools is a 
tragic failure." 
The words of Stewart Al

sop in Newsweek are blunt 
but true, and the sooner the 
politicians, government bu
reaucrats, Federal judges and 
pseudo-intellectual columnists 
become aware that Alsop's 
words are true, the sooner 
this country will get back to 
the idea that the primary pur
pose of the public school sys
tem is to educate children. 

West Virginia and other 
states once required forced 
segregation of the races in 
public schools. Regardless of 
how one may look at it, that 
was the law, and it had been 
upheld by the United States 
Supreme Court in its "sepa
rate, but equal" doctrine 
( Plessy v. Ferguson). But with 
the Court's 1954 decision in the 
Brown case, forced segrega
tion was outlawed as being in 
violation of the "equal pro
tection" clause of the 14th 
amendment. In my judgment, 
the 1954 decision was right. 
But the Court, in Brown I 
and II, did not use the term 
"integration," much I e s s 
"forced integration." The 
opinion was solely devoted to 
state- enforced segregation. 
Thus, the high court has 
never required "forced inte
gration." Moreover, the 1964 
Civil Rights Act prohibits 
busing and assignment of stu
dents from one school to an
other in order to overcome 
racial imbalance. Yet, HEW 
and some of the Federal 
courts have proceeded to forc
ibly integrate schools hy bus-

ing and assigning students on 
the basis of race. I am against 
forced segregation. That is 
not the law of the land. I am 
also against forced integra
tion. That is not the law of 
the land. 

How can the U.S. Constitu
tion, and specifically its 14th 
amendment, today r e q u i r e 
what it so clearly prohibited 
16 years ago, namely, State 
dictation of school assignment 
on the basis of race or color? 
During those 16 years there 
has been no change whatso
ever in the wording of the 
14th amendment. 

If the public school system 
is to be saved from destruc· 
tion, Negro and white parents 
must speak out against a fool
ish, arrogant policy that 
makes guinea pigs out of 
school children and f o r c e s 
them to be hauled around like 
cattle, against their will, just 
that Negro students may look 
into white faces. 

There are many things 
wrong with forcibly assigning 
and busing school children 
just to bring about some de
gree of "proper" racial mix. 
It is a waste of time, energy 
and money that could better 
be applied to making all 
schools better. Moreover, it is 
sheer hypocrisy for politicians 
and judges to vote to forcibly 
integrate other people's chil
dren while they themselves 
send their children and grand
children to private schools or 
live in white suburbia where 
schools are virtually all-white. 
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Rising Cost of Raising Children 

The cost of raising children 
in America is increasing. as 
inflation continues to play 
havoc with our pocketbooks. 
In fact, even if prices re
mained the same as they are 
today, the average family 
with a one-year-old child 
would need between $19,:)60 
and $25,000 to raise that child 
to age JR. 

For a child born in Hl51. 
the costs to the parents were 
somewhat lower--between 
$15,800 and $20,190. And. ac
cording to a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture study, the 
costs of child-raising will in
crease by 25 percent over the 
next fh·e years. 

Manv factors were taken 
into c;msideration before thP 
Department of Agricultun· 
released its findings. For in
stance. it is less expensive to 
raise a child on a farm than 
in a rural non-farm. eom
munity; and it is most ex
pensive to raise a child in 
large urban centers. 

To make the study mon· 
relevant. let us look at the 
costs to a rural, non-farm 
West Virginia family with one 
child and an after-tax income 
of between $5,400 and $6,ROO. 

The family will need ap
proximately $22.000- or over 
$1.200 a y<:'ar -to provide es
~entials for its child until 
he reaches age 18. Food and 
housing each take about 30 
percent of the child support 
expenditures. while clothing 
takes about 12 percent. The 
rest of the money goes for 
mediC' a l earP. f' d u c a t i on . 

transportation and recTeation
al purposes. 

Being located in a rural 
community. the family will 
spend less on housing and 
reereation than will a family 
living in an urban area. How
ever. the rural family will 
have to spend more money on 
food and medical care than 
will its city counterpart. 

Naturally. the costs in
crease as the child grows; 
and, on the average, expenses 
during the eighteenth year 
will be about 37 percent high
er than those incurred during 
the child's first year. Clothing 
and transportation costs con
tinue to rise as the child 
grows, whill' medical exp<•nses 
decrease o\·er the 18-year 
span. The amount spent on 
food for the child rises sharp
ly until age 15. and then lev
Pis off for the last thn•c• years. 

The USDA study notes that 
inflation hits hardest at the 
essentials of everyday life-
food, clothing, and medical 
care. And, if prices continue 
to skyrocket. familil's like thC' 
one we have cited will not be 
able to pro\·ide a sufficient 
amount of all these items. 

Such a situation under-
scores the nped to make an 
all-out war on inflation the 
highest priority of thC' feder
al gm·ernmPnt 
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Judge Carswell and the Court 

The Supreme Court of the 
United States must be restruc
tured. That is why I have 
given strong support to the 
nomination of Judge C. Har
rold Carswell to be an associ
ate justice. 

He is experienced in the 
federal judiciary, both as a 
federal district judge and as 
an appellate judge. His record 
shows him to be a conserva
tive constitutionalist, the type 
of jurist desperately needed 
on the highest court in the 
land to balance the theoreti
cal, libertarian type of think
ing that has domina ted so 
many of the court's decisions 
in recent years. 

The opposition to Judge 
Carswell stems from a deter
mined effort on the part of 
ultra-liberals, in and out of 
the Senate, who seek to 
perpetuate the court's socio
logical activism. 

In this endeavor they resort 
to nitpicking, time-killing, ten
uous and tedious arguments 
based largely on unsound 
allegations as to the stature 
and performance of the nomi
nee. 

Shoddy tactics such as these 
brought about the rejection of 
Judge Clement Haynsworth
who should have been con
firmed - and similar tactics 
appear likely to be used 
against any conservative 
whom the President may seek 
to place on the court. 

This is a sorry state of 
affairs. The damage done to 
the individuals involved and 
to the federal judicia;y, is 
exceeded only by the damage 
the Supreme Court has itself 
r!one in areas such as race 

relations, criminal justice, 
Communist infiltration, ob
scene and pornographic mat
ter and so on. 

Restraint and common sense 
have simply got to be restored 
on the supreme bench. Court 
decisions based upon the 
fallible predilections and per
sonal, social concepts of 
justices can serve only to 
undermine the constitutional 
foundations upon which our 
nation rests . 

The radical, doctrinnaire 
concepts of some members of 
the court have seriously 
weakened what we once 
proudly boasted was "a gov
ernment of laws and not of 
men." In shunting aside the 
age-old principle of basing 
decisions upon a controlling 
body of legal precedent and in 
issuing, instead, rulings based 
upon their own philosophies 
and sociological values, the 
activists have precipitated 
many of the problems which 
thi>. nation faces today. 

The greatest service the 
Supreme Court could render 
the citizens of this country 
would be to eschew the 
notion that it is some sort of 
super-legislature or continuing 
constitutional convention and 
return, instead, to its proper 
function of interpreting the 
laws in the light of what the 
Constitution actually says, not 
what the activists think it 
should say. 
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Bomhings-Nt>,\ Pha,;e of Revolution? 

An upsurge of bombings on 
the East Coast suggests that 
n·volution in this country is 
moving into a new phasl'. 

These acts of terrorism an' 
110t a big surprise, however, 
bt•causc for several years the 
literature of extremist groups 
has been filled with explicit 
information on how to wage 
guerrilla warfare and how to 
<'ctrry out sabotage by making 
:md using a variety of "do
it-yourself" bombs, grenadE's, 
<~nd ineC'ndiary devices. 

An example of such litPra
turp was an article in the 
NovPmbE'r 16, 1958, edition of 
"The Black Panther," official 
newspappr of the black mili
tant organization. 

In languagP which could be 
followed evC'n by a high school 
student, the article gave in
structions on how to turn an 
empty aerosol can into a hand 
grenade "even more dangE'r
ous than a standard Army 
·..;rE'mtde." It went to to say: 

"A guerrilla with lousy aim 
in elose quarters can kill his 
hrothers. This thing is equiv
alent to about 12 shotgun 
hlasts at once. If thrown into 
a !'ar it will blow to hits the 
•·ar and everything in it, hu
man or otherwise. If thrown 
in the open, it will kill with
in a 25-foot radius and maim 
within 100 feet. It is a good 
idea to familiarize yourself 
with this weapon by praetie
ing with a san!l-tilletl fa!'sim-

ile. Try this and see how 
long the fuse takes. You ean
not afford to mis~." 
After the instruetions on 

how to construct and use 
hand grenadC's, thE' article 
launched into a discussion of 
blowing up buildings with dy
namitC' and how to makE' fire
bombs, including a SE'lf-ignit
ing Molotov cocktail of which 
thp basic ingredients are sul
phuric acid, gasolinP, and po
tassium chlorate. 

The example which I have 
citE'd is not isolated. Such lit
erature is readily available to 
the New Left underground, 
so the nation can expect to 
witnPss even more bombing 
incidents. 

A trio of young revolution
aries blew themselves up re
cently in a Greenwich Village, 
N.Y., townhouse while they 
we1·e making bombs for in
tended victims. Their deaths 
and the bombing of thrpe 
corporation offices in New 
York City have helped focus 
national attention on this 
growing menace. 

The President has called 
for tighter Federal laws gov
erning the use and transpor
tation of explosives. He will 
have my fullest support in 
this endeavor. 
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Coal-A Weapon Against Pollution 
Researchers are discovering 

that coal may very well be
come one of America's most 
effective weapons in the battle 
against pollution. 

The coal industry has al- ' 
ready developed new uses for 
tlyash, one of its most notable 
pollutants; and scientists havt
been successful in using coal 
in a new sewage treatment 
system. 

These and similar break
throughs have been made pos
sible by the federal funding 
of the Offict- of Coal Research, 
which, in Fiscal Year 1971, 
will spend almost $8 million 
of its $13 million budget in 
West Virginia. 

When it was established by 
Congress on July 7, 1960, the 
OCR was charged with the 
responsibility of developing 
new uses for coal. It has 
worked to fulfill that respon
sibility, and has returned ex
tra dividends by helping to 
combat our Nation's pollution 
problem. 

In the case of ftyash, the 
OCR was able to transform 
the waste product into com
mercially marketable bricks. 
Thus, instead of being dumped 
as a pollutant into the ocean, 
ftyash now has the potential 
to return a profit. Officials 
estimate that bricks made 
from ftyash can be sold for 
under $:~0 per 1,000, com-

pared to an average price of 
$55 per 1,000 for the day 
bricks currently used in con
struction. 

The use of coal for tht• 
treatment of sewage has en
abled officials at a test project 
in Cleveland to trap the sew
agt-, while purifying the water. 
The remaining residue can 
produce enough energy to 
desalinate salt water and pro
vide about one-third of th<' 
city's water supply. 

These projects seem to bP 
supplying one of the best 
methods of fighting pollution, 
since we must develop ways 
·Jf using and re-using products 
formerly considered only as 
waste. We can no longer af
ford to pollute our air and 
water by haphazardly burn
ing and dumping our indus
trial leftovers. 

The coal industry, and thl' 
Office of Coal Research, art
acutely aware of the pollu
tion p r o b l em confronting 
America. They have made 
significant contributions to 
pollution control, and I am 
hopeful that the vigor of 
their efforts will be equalled 
by other industries. 
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Cubans lndoctr·inatt> Hippie Bombers 

A little-publicized but dis- 1 

turbing fact about the acci
dental explosions which last 
month claimed the lives of 
fiv0 East Coast revolutionaries 
is that three of them had be0n 
recent guests of the Commu
nists in Cuba. 

Of particular interest, in 
this regard, is the blast which 
destroyed a hippie bomb 
fc.ctory in New York City's 
Greenwich Village section. 

Two victims of that blast
Theodore Gold, 2::\, and Diana 
Oughton, 28, both members of 
the Weatherman faction of 
SDS--had, according to Sen
ate Internal Security Subcom
mittee files, visited Cuba and 
subsequently helped organize 
in this country a group known 
as the Venceremos Brigade. 

The Brigade, ostensibly or
ganized to send young Ameri
cans to Cuba to help with the 
sugar cane harvest, can more 
accurately be described as a 
pipeline for Communist indoc
trination. 

Information in the posses
sion of the Subcommittee 
shows that Brigade members 
have been indoctrinated with 
Communist theory by Cubans, 
Russians, and Vietcong repre
sentatives and have publicly 
denounced the United States 
during Cuban television inter
views. 

Other information shows 
that Julie Nichamin, another 
Brigade organizer, stated in 
a message to the Cuban armed 
forces that Venceremos Bri
gude members "will leave here 
with a new dedication to bring 
back to our brothers and 

sisters a dedication to destroy 
the imperialist monster from 
within ... " 

To da 1 e 213 Venceremos 
Brigade members have been 
indoctrinated and have re
turned home from Cuba. At 
this writing, 687 other young 
people from the United States 
are undergoing similar indoc
trination in Cuba and are ex
pected to return to this coun
try in May. 

Although there is no evi
dence that the Cubans are 
giving instructions on how to 
make bombs and wage guer
rilla warfare, it is disturbing 
that two organizers of the 
Brigade were operating a 
bomb factory in New York 
City. 

The existence of groups like 
Weatherman and the Vencere
mos Brigade should be of great 
concern to all Americans. 
There is no doubt that our 
nation faces hard times ahead 
as radical groups resort to 
violent means in an effort to 
destroy our government. I 
think that it is important for 
our citizens to be on guard 
against radical activity in 
their c o m m u n i t i e s and 
throughout the nation. Above 
all we need to give fullest sup
port to the law enforcement 
officers who man the front 
lines against subversion and 
revolution. 
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A Mountain of Trash Each Day 

Americans dispose of more 
than 800 million pounds of 
solid waste each day. How
ever, authorities warn that our 
methods of disposal are not 
only out of date, but may also 
be hazardous to our health. 

Basically, there are two 
methods by which to dispose 
of solid waste material-burn
ing and dumping. But, there 
is an inherent health danger 
in each of those methods. By 
burning trash, we pollute the 
air we breathe; and by dump
ing trash, we pollute the water 
necessary for our survival. or 
occupy land that could be 
used for better purposes. 

There is an obvious need, 
then, to develop new methods 
of disposing of our solid waste 
rna terials-crea tive methods 
that would return the air, 
water, and land to the people. 
In an effort to find these new 
ways, the federal government 
is currently funding 50 demon
stration projects. Over $64,000 
is being spent this year on 
projects in West Virginia. 

The urgency of the solid 
waste disposal problem was 
seen in a number of recent 
surveys. In one such study, it 
was discovered that less than 
50 percent of American cities 
with populations over 2,500 
disposed of refuse by approved 
sanitation methods. Still an
other survey of 6,200 land dis
posal sites showed that 94 
percent of them were little 
more than open dumps--
breeding grounds for rats and 
disease. 

Yet, the statistic that most 
frightened the researchers was 
that, by 1980, the daily 
amount of solid waste disposal 
in America is expected to 
triple the current rate-to 2.4 
billion pounds daily. Some ex
perts openly doubt whether 
the Nation has the means to 
safely dispose of that moun
tain of trash. 

They point out that new air 
polb1tion control standards 
make many municipal incin
erators illegal; and that water 
pollution control regulations 
now prohibit the haphazard 
dumping of trash in our lakes 
and oceans. 

The best means of getting 
rid of our trash is the devel
opment of new disposal meth
ods, which all experts agree 
are within reach of American 
technology. One container 
manufacturer, for instance, is 
currenlty developing soft 
drink bot t l e s that self
destruct. What is needed to 
move our technology toward 
further accomplishments is a 
n a t i o n a 1 commitment-and 
that commitment can only be 
made by each individual 
American. Throwing empty 
candy wrappers into litter 
baskets helps, but it is a long 

I 
way from solving the national 
problem of sanitary solid 

~w~.:,:. ~ 
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Crt>dit Cards-Mixt>d Blt>ssing For Consumers 

At no time in our history 
have more goods been avail
able to the American con-

$B billion on credit cards- . 
almost double what they owed 
in 1967. The Federal Reserve 
Board also notes that many 
credit firms have been send
ing out at least some of their 
cards unsolicited. 

A two-fold problem befalls 

sumer; and, according to the 
U.S. Dep:~rtment of Labor, at ' 
no time m our history have 
Americans depended more 
heavily on credit cards to 
purchase these goods. , a consumer who receives an 

unsolicited credit card he 
must either destroy it, or ac
cept the responsibility for 
goods charged with it. 

Credit cards, however, have 
proved themselves to be a 
mixed blessing for the con
sumer--a valuable asset when 
use<l in a responsible fashion, 
but a major economic liabil
ity when used recklessly. 

The incidents where credit 
cards have led to bankruptcy 
for consumers have increased 
sharply since 1965; and this 
increase has almost directly 
parallelled the i n c i d e n t s 
where firms have sent un
solicited credit cards to con-
sumers. 

Each year, over 200,000 
consumers go bankrupt. In 
one Federal Judicial District 
alone, 682 oankruptcy peti
tions were received between 
May and October of last year; 
and, in virtually all of the 
cases, unsolicited credit cards 
were responsible. 

The 682 bankrupt con
sumers were not wealthy. 
T h e i r a v e r a g e earnings 
amounted to just $70 a week, 
and their average debts total
ed $4,200 at the time they 
received the unwanted credit 
eards. 

Nationally, according to the 
Federal Reserve Board, Amer
icans now owe approximately 

Destroying the unwanted 
C'l.rd is extremely important, 
since many of the 1.5 million 
credit cards lost or stolen an
nually are those that have 
been carelessly tossed in the 
trash by the unwary con
sumer. The value of goods 
charged on lost or stolen 
cards jumped from $20 mil
lion in 1966 to over $100 
million last year. 

Obviously, the government 
must provide the consumer 
with proper protection from 
the burdens imposed by un
solicited credit cards. 

Thus, the Senate recently 
rnssed legislation that pro
hibits the issuance of un
solicited credit cards, and re
duces the consumer's liability 
for items charged on lost or 
stolen cards. The bill now 
goes to the House of Repre
sentatives for further action. 
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Sea's Resources Exceed Moon's 

Our country has spent bil
lions of dollars on going to 
the:' moon and relatively little 
to learn about the resources 
that exist in our oceans. 

Space flight is thrilling and 
dramatic. But there is some 
s t r a n g e misplacement of 
priorities that leads us to 
send men to explore a sterile 
Sea of Tranquility while leav
ing unexplored the treasure
rich seas around us on earth. 

There is no food on the 
moon to help feed the earth's 
increasing millions who are 
hungry; yet, earth's seas 
teem with protein that a soar
ing population urgently needs. 

The moon has no tides to 
harness for power; no water 
that we can tap; yet, the 
oceans may one day have to 
help us produce our power, 
and -through desalinization
serve as a major source of 
fresh water for an urban 
civilization. 

The moon 
in minerals 
is. However, 
in which we 
But we can 
e:'al wealth 
available in 
depths. 

may be as rich 
as some say it 
the::-e is no way 
can utilize them. 
utilize the min-

known to be 
the oceans' 

It is perhaps the nature of 
man to look up instead of 
down. The fiery descent of a 
vehicle from outer space is 
admittedly more spectacular 
than the less d r a m a t i c 
emergence of a bathysphere 
from the sea. 

But what we can learn 
from the pervasive waters 
which cover three-fourths of 
the earth--beneath which so 
much that is unknown to 
mankind lies hidden-can be 
far more important to the 
future of the human race 

than anything that now con
ceivably could come from the 
void of outer space. 

We probably knew more 
about space before our moon 
program was even started 
than we have ever known 
about the oceans. Going to 
the moon gave us great na
tional prestige, and I was as 
thrilled as anyone else to see 
American astronauts first 
s~t foot on the moon; yet, 
despite beneficial side effects 
and technological spin-off, the 
value of additional moon mis
sions to the average p~rso:1 
must b2 deb:~table. Unlocking 
the !l2C"'ets of the sea:;, how
ever, and making them more 
p:'oductive fo:' the pe:>ple of 
t~c ea;'th c:>uld be a vastly 
significant contribution ta the 
welfare of all m:mkind. 

Our country should make a 
far greater effort to explore, 
research, farm, and mine the 
oceans. A national commit
ment to that end is needed. 
If only a small portion of the 
vast amount we have spent 
on space were diver:.ted to 
oceanography, astonishing re
sults of beneficial economic 
and humanitarian i m p a c t 
could almost s u r e l y b e 
achieved. 

Thus far the United States 
has spent nearly $40 billion 
on its space efforts. By com
parison only slightly more 
than $3 billion has been ex
pended on oceanographic re
search. 

T h i s serious imbalance 
must be corrected. 
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Cancer Society Needs Support 

L,: r· 

·-

The excellent progress be- \ private funds which actually 
ing made in West Virginia's go into cancer research is 
1970 Cancer Crusade is vE'ry , about 8 to 1. 
encouraging. The National Cancer Insti-

More than $100,000 of the tute has said that it needs 
l;Oal of $304,000 has been se- $39 million a year more than 
cured, putting the drive ahead it currently is receiving just 
of previous years. I would to continue its activities at 
like to see at least $400,000 the 1967 level. And the reve
raised. ' nues available to the Cancer 

Increased private support Society also fall considerably 
of the effort to end the short of what it needs. 
scourge of cancer is needed. At the very time when such 
Through the years the public progress in research is being 
has depended too much on made that half of all human 
the Federal Government for cancers can now be cured if 
cancer research funds. diagnosed in time and treated 

Since the National Cancer properly, some cancer re
Institute was established by search projects are having to 
Congress in 1937, federal ap- be abandoned because of the 
propriations for cancer have i Jack of funds. This is a sad 
totaled nearly $2 billion. This commentary indeed on what 
fiscal year, NCI -- the most should be our national deter
heavily funded institute of the ruination to bring cancer un
~ational Institutes of Health der control. 

will receive approximately Each American's share of 
$170 million in federal funds. cancer research is n o w 91 

By contrast, the public con- cents a year through Federal 
tributions to the American taxes--just one penny every 
Cancer Society- the largest 4 days! An additional 91 cents 
private source of funds for a year for each citizen, con
cancer research-totaled $43 tributed to the Cancer Cru
million last year, while the sade-which would amount to 
Society's revenues from all more than $186 million a year 
sources were $55 million. ---could go far toward bring-

This is generous support, ing cancer under control in 
from· one point of view, and the decade of the 70's. 
it has been growing. All who 

have had a part in it are to ~ ~ J 
be commended. But it is sim- ~ t:. d-
ply not enough public support 
when one considers that the 
ratio of ~overnment funds to 
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Fighting the Smut Peddlers 
Each year, the U.S. Post 

Office receives over 250,000 
complaints from citizens who 
have received pornographic 
material in the mail. This ma
terial, which comes unsolicited 
and usually in unmarked en
velopes, is an insult to the 
sensitivities of the vast major
ity of Americans. 

While anyone who receives 
pornographic filth in the mail 
has good reason to complain, 
the offense seems particularly 
disturbing when the recipient 
is a teenager. And, in recent 
months, teenagers have be
come the special targets of 
smut peddlers. 

Names of teenagers are col
lected for the express purpose 
of placing them on some por
nographic mailing list. Even 
a child whose name appears 
in a high school yearbook runs 
the risk of receiving porno
graphic material in the mail. 

To combat the smut ped
dlers, Congress passed a law 
in 1967 that allows the recipi
ent of unsolicited mail to de
cide for himself if the mate
rial is offensive. If the recip
ient decides that the mail is 
pornographic, he may obtain 
from the Postmaster General 
an order prohibiting the send
er from making any further 
mailings-and requiring that 
his name be removed from the 
mailing list. 

Almost 200,000 Americans 
have made such a request 
during the past three years; 
but, unfortunately, many 

others are unaware that the 
law exists. 

Congress is now considering 
another measure that would 
take the battle against smut 
peddlers one step further. 

The bill would make it un
lawful for the sellers of por
nography to mail their mate
rial to persons under 17, or to 
persons under 19 who are still 
in their parents' care. 

Parents who wished to pro
tect their children from sex
ually-oriented rna terial could 
place their children's names 
on a list maintained by the 
Postmaster General. And, if 
a pornography dealer sent ma
terial to any persons whose 
name appeared on the list for 
three months or more, the 
dealer could be fined up to 
$5,000 or imprisoned for up to 
five years-or both. 

Understandably, the bill is 
not as strong as many would 
like it to be. But permissive 
decisions by the Supreme 
Court under former Chief 
Justice Earl Warren seriously 
restricted Congress in dealing 
with smut peddlers. 

I am hopeful that the Su
preme Court will, in the near 
future, deal more firmly with 
the problem of pornography, 
and that Congress will be able 
to enact strict laws against 
those who would destroy the 
moral fiber of our Nation. 
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The System Will Respond 
Washington, and other 

cities, in recent weeks have 
been the targets for thousands 
of college students protesting 
the U.S. action in Cambodia 
and the war in Vietnam. 

Massive demonstrations of 
the sort which have become 
commonplace in the last few 
years have been staged in the 
vicinity of the White House 
and the Washington Monu
ment. Violence of the kind 
with which Americans have 
become sickeningly familiar 
has been fomented on the 
campuses of universities. 

A number of students have 
been intimidated by small 
bands of radicals who seem 
bent on closing every univer
sity in the United States. This 
intimidation has kept many 
serious students away from 
the classrooms, and has too 
often been encouraged by 
faculty members and college 
officials who think that bow
ing to the demands of radicals 
is an instant recipe for popu
larity. 

I have sympathy for the 
viewpoint of young people who 
oppose the Cambodian action 
and who wish to express their 
opposition reasonably and re
sponsibly. But I have no 
sympathy for protest that 
takes the form of violence and 
lawlessness. 

Dissent is an essential part 
of the democratic process. It 
is a basic American right, a 
safeguard against tyranny by 
the majority. But tyranny by 
a minority is just as reprehen
sible, and it should be as un
acceptable in a civilized soci
ety-especially when the mi-

nority seeks to gain its ends 
by intimidation, coercion, and 
destruction of property. 

The hard-core militants on 
the campuses are in the mi
nority. Much was made of the 
fact by the ultra-liberal press 
that fifty or a hundred thou
sand students came to Wash
ington for the anti-Cambodia 
demonstration. But there are 
more than seven million stu
dents enrolled in our institu
tions of higher learning. It is 
obvious that the overwhelm
ing majority did not come. 

I believe that the students 
who do not demonstrate and 
hurl bricks through windows 
and call police officers "pigs" 
may be the largest "silent ma
jority" of all. And it is this "si
lent majority" which must be 
encouraged to express itself in 
a constructive way, for the 
youth of our country has a 
vital role to play in our fu
ture. 

Through a massive program 
of higher education, our sys
tem of government has given 
the youth of America greater 
opportunities for learning than 
have been given to any other 
generation. If they take ad
vantage of the education of
fered them, and if they work 
to preserve law and order and 
constitutional processes, stu
dents will find that our sys
tem of government is most re
sponsive to the needs and the 
desires of the people. 



Byrd's-Eye View 

By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

Over-Population Threatens Society 

The federal government 
this year is spending $143 
million on domestic and for
eign family planning pro
grams. Yet, despite this rec
ord expenditure, the world 
will experience a greater in
crease in population during 
1970 than in any previous 
year in history. 

It is estimated that world 
population will grow by 72.6 
million people this year-an 
enormous figure when meas
ured against the fact that it 
was not until 1830 that the 
world reached a population of 
1 billion. 

The world population, which 
has more than tripled since 
then, is expected to reach 4 
billion by 1975. 

Fortunately, the rate of 
population growth in the 
United States has not been 
as great as in other parts of 
the world-but the situation 
here at home is still consid
ered serious. 

The number of people in our 
country increases by over 2 
million each year, which is 
like annually adding a popu
lation greater than that of 
West Virginia. 

Obviously, the population 
explosion is a serious threat 
to our way of life; and, if it 
is allowed to go unchecked, it 
could become a serious threat 
to our very survival. 

Authorities warn, for in
stance, that the world's food 
supply will have to triple in 
order to adequately feed the 
7 billion people expected to 
inhabit the earth by the year 
2000. The United States will 1 

have a population of 300 mil
lion by the year 2000-and, 
unless some means of control
ling population growth are 
developed, those Americans 
will have fewer of the neces
sities of life than we have 
today. 

Earlier this year, Congress 
moved to alleviate the threat 
of over-population. It ap
proved the President's recom
mendation for the formation 
of a 24-membcr Commission 
on Population Growth. The 
Commission is currently de
termining the effects over
population will have on the 
future of our country, and 
the steps that need to be 
taken. 

The recommendation fur
ther called for increased re
search to develop new birth 
control methods, and for the 
establishment of a Family 
Planning Office within the 
Department of Health, Edu
cation and vVelfare. 

All of these steps are essen
tial, and many more are need
ed-because it is the respon
sibility of those of us living 
now to preserve the quality 
of life for future generations. 

As the President warned in 
his message to Congress, "The 
population crisis is already in 
its eleventh hour." We must 
move now--before time runs 
out for all of us. 
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Russia-The Growing Middle East Threat 
The Soviet Union's growing 

military involvement in the 
Middle East has already seri
ously endangered the balance 
of power there and has made 
the need for direct Arab
Israeli talks even more im
perative. 

Since March, the number 
of Soviet technicians in Egypt 
has more than tripled-from 
approximately 3,000 at that 
time to about 10,000 current
ly. By year's end, State De
partment authorities report 
that 20,000 Russians will be 
in Egypt. 

At the same time, the num
bet of Soviet pilots flying 
MIG-21s in the area has also 
increased. Estimates are that 
up to 200 Russians have been 
manning aircraft over the 
Nile heartland. 

Similarly, other Soviet tech
nicians are installing SAM-3 
surface-to-air missiles. By 
early September, it is re
ported that 480 missiles will 
have been located at 62 sites. 

Russia's interest in the Mid
dlt East dates from 1955 
v:hen Egypt bought Soviet
supplied arms from Czecho
slovakia. A year later, when 
the Soviet Union agreed to 
finance Egypt's Aswan Dam, 
Russian advisers began pour
ing into the region. 

Although about $1.5 billion 
in Soviet aid was sent to 
Egypt over the next twelve 
years, it was not until after 
tht six-day June war of 1967 
that Russia's military com-

mitment to Egypt became 
blatantly displayed. Immedi
ately after Egypt's defeat, 
the Soviet Union resupplied 
it with another $1 billion in 
military hardware. 

In respon~e to all of this, 
our policy has been one of ex
treme caution. As part of $1.2 
billion in aid which the United 
States has given Israel since 
1948, we agreed to sell it 50 
F -4 Phantom jets in Decem
ber, 1968. Presently, these 
planes are still in the process 
of being delivered. Israel, 
however, has made a request 
for 25 more of these aircraft 
along with one hundred A-4 
Skyhawk jets. This request, 
initially refused, is presently 
being reconsidered by our 
State Department. 

The need in this volatile 
situation is for the Arabs and 
Israelis to have direct talks 
in order to reach a peace 
settlement they can both ac
cept. The danger is that the 
Soviet Union's entry into the 
region not only may have ex
acerbated the arms race with 
the United States, but also, in 
the process, may have upset 
the delicate power balance in 
the area, thus making any 
direct negotiations between 
the Arabs and Israelis even 
more remote. 
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Cambodia: The President's Power to Act 

Only history will be able to 
adequately judge the wisdom 
of President Nixon's decision 
in ordering American troops 
into Cambodia, but his au
thority to make that decision 
is clear. 

Article II, Section 2, of our 
Constitution says, "The Pres
ident shall be Commander-in
Chief of the Army and Navy 
. . ." President Nixon, like 
many of our former chief ex
ecutives, deemed it necessary 
to use this authority to pro
tect our national interests
in the instance of Cambodia, 
the protection of the lives of 
Americans serving in South 
Vietnam. 

To be sure, the authority to 
formally "declare war" rests 
with Congress-and nothing 
in the recent Cambodian ac
tion can be viewed as a Presi
dential usurpation of that 
power, nor did it signal the 
beginning of a new war. It 
was the same war and the 
same enemy, and U.S. troops 
were not being used against, 
or in support of, any Cam
bodian government. Their only 
aim was to destroy border 
sanctuaries from which the 
enemy, for years, had inflicted 
casualties on Americans sta
tioned in South Vietnam. 

Beyond the powers granted 
by the Constitution, the Pres
i<lent had the prior approval 
of Congress for the action he 
took. 

In August, 1964, Congress 
passed the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution by a vote of 504-2, 
which expressed Congression
al approval and support for 
the President in taking "all 
necessary measures to repel 
any armed attack against the 
forces of the United States 
and to prevent further ag
gression" in Southeast Asia. 

That resolution has never 
been repealed or amended. 
Until Congress rescinds its 
provisions, the President's le
gal authority will stand. And, 
of course, his Constitutional 
authority can be withdrawn 
only by the people. 

Nor were U.S. troops in
vading a "neutral" country, as 
some individuals,have charged. 

Cambodia, under Prince Si
hanouk, had claimed neutral
ity, while harboring Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese sanc
tuaries. However, under in
ternational law, any country 
claiming neutrality has a duty 
to prevent a belligerent from 
moving troops or supplies on
to its territory. If the neutral 
fails or is unable to prevent 
this, then another belligerent 
has a right, in its own de
fense, to move into the so
called neutral territory and 
destroy the enemy. 

Despite the obvious author
ity and duty of the President 
to protect our fighting men, 
the incursion into Cambodia 
was greeted with street dem
onstrations, campus protests, 
and critical rhetoric in Con
gress. 

There is a Constitutional 
right of dissent, of course, 
when appropriately expressed. 
But when our country is at 
war, politics should end at 
the water's edge, and we 
should stand together as a 
nation. Unity in a time of 
crisis is the policy best calcu
lated to shorten the war, 
keep down casualties, and 
bring our troops home. 
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Counterfeiting and Forgery Threaten Economy 

The federal government has 7,000 varieties of genuine 
scored impressive crime-fight- money, while counterfeiters 
ing successes in the areas of distributed almost 4,000 differ
counterfeiting and forgery; ent kinds of fake American 
but a recent U.S. Secret Serv- money 
ice report warns that, if the Hence, the Secret Service 
preventive measures are ever was established on July 5, 
relaxed, these crimes could 1865, to combat this large
cause unprecedented inflation, scale counterfeiting. It has 
devaluation of the American done an effective job, and, in 
dollar, and economic destruc- recent years, has turned some 
tion of our nation. of its resources toward halt-

In fiscal year 1969, for in- ing the criminal practice of 
stance, 1,394 persons were ar- forging government checks. 
rested for counterfeiting vio- The growing federal payroll 
lations involving $15.2 million and burgeoning welfare rolls 
in bogus currency; and 2,119 have resulted in a steady flow 
persons were arrested on for- of government checks through 
gery charges involving almost the mails, and an irresistible 
43,000 government checks val- temptation to the criminal 
ued at $4.5 million. element in our society. The 

While these figures are fact that most of these are 
enormous, the Secret Service impersonal, computer- issued 
estimates that, had the gov- checks has served to aid the 
ernment been less diligent in criminal. 
its pursuit of these criminals, The Secret Service warns 
the cost to the American pub- Americans not to be over
lie would have been at least confident when accepting cur
tripled. The effectiveness of rency-especially larger bills. 
the Secret Service is attested And it cautions against un
to by the fact that only $2.9 hesitatingly cashing govern
million of the $15 million in ment checks. It notes several 
counterfeit money was actu- cases, for instance, where 
ally placed in circulation. teenagers had no trouble 

Counterfeiting, the older of cashing Social Security checks 
the two economically-danger- intended for citizens at least 
ous crimes, dates back to the 62 years old. 
time when our country first Much of the success that 
began issuing currency. It the Secret Service has had in 
reached its peak during the combatting these two crimes 
first months of the Civil War, results from citizen coopera
when an estimated one-third tion. If that success is to con
of the currency in circulation tinue, then the cooperation of 
was counterfeit. the public must also continue. 

At that time, there were 

no National banks in Amer- ~ ~ 1 
ica, and the printing and issu- ~ t:. d-
ing of currency was left in 
the hands of the 1,600 State 
banks. These banks designed 
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The Dramatic Reversal in Indonesia 
America's handling of the 

war in South Vietnam has 
been sharply criticized in 
many quarters-and, in some 
cases, with justification-but 
one of the beneficial effects of 
our presence there has been 
the recent movement away 
from communism in Indone
sia. 

Only five years ago, this 
mineral-rich nation of 120 
million people and 3,000 is
lands, was on the verge of a 
communist takeover. Sukar
no, the President at that time, 
was loudly boasting of a Far 
East axis binding Indonesia's 
capital of Djakarta with the 
capitals of North Vietnam, 
North Korea, and Communist 
China. Simultaneously, he was 
denouncing the United States 
as his nation's number one 
enemy. 

On October 1, 1965, this sit
uation-combined with ram
pant inflation, inadequate in
v e s t m e n t from f o r e i g n 
sources, and an international 
debt of over $2 billion-in
duced Indonesia's 3-million
member Communist Party to 
attempt a coup of the gov
ernment. 

However, due in large part 
to General Suharto-now the 
President-as well as other 
military leaders, the coup was 
narrowly averted. 

Indonesia's Army generals 
must have been at least par
tially persuaded by America's 
commitment in S o u t h e as t 
Asia to move p r o m p t 1 y 
against the communists. Un
doubtedly, our presence in the 
region convinced these gener
als that Asian communism 
was not the inevitable wave 
of the future. 

Since March 1966, when Su
harto took over full control 
of the government, the situa
tion has steadily improved. 
Tough e c o n o m i c decisions 
have severely reduced infla
tion from a high of 635 per
cent that year to only 8 per
cent in 1969. The budget has 
also been roughly balanced, 
domestic savings have been 
encouraged, and the amount 
of aid from foreign nations 
has been drastically increased. 

Politically, Indonesia has 
become far more friendly to
ward the United States and 
has, at the same time, be
come increasingly influential 
in Asian affairs. At a recent 
conference in Djakarta, at
tended by 12 Asian nations, 
President Suharto served as 
the spokesman on regional 
problems. 

According to former U.S. 
a m b a s s a d o r to Indonesia, 
Howard P. Jones, the coun
try "has managed the most 
dramatic turnabout in mod
ern political history . . . and 
is on the way to becoming a 
bastion of the free world in 
Southeast Asia." 

Yet, it is likely that this 
would never have happened 
if America's presence in In
dochina had not helped give 
Indonesia the courage and 
impetus to smash communism 
and, in the process, build a 
nation that is not only more 
stable, but also more pro
American. 
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Auto Fatalities-The Horror at Home 

Americans are properly ap
palled at the fact that the 
war in Southeast Asia over 
the last nine years has cost 
more than 41,000 American 
combat deaths. However, an
other tragedy which should 
outrage us-yet, doesn't seem 
to-is the slaughter on our na
tion's highways which annual
ly exceeds that number. 

Last year, for example, 
56,400 Americans died from 
motor vehicle accidents in this 
country and, during the first 
four months of 1970, another 
15,760 were killed. 

The deadliness of highway 
travel has been such that in 
the 70 years following the first 
casualty from a "horseless 
carriage" in 1899, a reported 
1,757,979 men, women, and 
children have been killed in 
automobile accidents. This is 
nearly three times the num
ber of Americans-649,745-
killed in all the wars and mili
tary actions in which the 
United States has been en
gaged. 

The National Safety Coun
cil reports that drinking may 
be a factor in as many as half 
of the accidents now occur
ring on the nation's highways. 
In fact, according to a study 
by the Department of Trans
portation, it is estimated that 
one out of every fifty drivers 
on the road is drunk. 

To combat this, better de
sign in streets and highways, 
and stricter enforcement of 
traffic laws can help. But 
what is also needed is more 
effective licensing and testing 
procedures for drivers, so as 

to eliminate persons who drive 
while intoxicated. 

Concerning this, one possi
ble approach practiced in Eng
land involves the use of a 
simple, inexpensive breath 
test device, called a Breath
alyzer. This apparatus deter
mines by means of chemical 
crystals the extent to which 
a driver is under the influence 
of alcohol. If it is shown that 
there is at least a specified 
minimum of alcoholic concen
tration in his blood, the driver 
could face a one-year driving 
ban, a $240 fine or even a four
month prison term. In the first 
five months after the Breath
alyzer was introduced in Brit
ain, 799 fewer people died on 
the roads, and 6,293 fewer 
were seriously injured than 
for a comparable period of 
time during the previous year. 

The state of Louisiana is 
now working with breath tests 
given before arrests are made 
for driving while intoxicated. 

Keeping in mind constitu
tional questions that may be 
involved, various innovations 
should be considered which 
could lead to a reduction in 
the number of hjghway fatal
ities. 

We must strongly resolve to 
lessen the carnage on the na
tion's roads, so that the num
ber of people becoming statis
tics can be sharply decreased. 
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A Beacon for the Free World 

Radio Free Europe, a non
governmental, privately-man
aged broadcasting system, 
continues to serve as a pri
mary link between the Free 
World and the people behind 
th€ Iron Curtain by beaming 
539 hours of programs a week 
to nearly 85 million people. 

This is more than twice as 
much air time as is carried to 
Eastern Europe by all other 
Free World stations combined 
and includes more than 19 
hours a day to Poland, Czech
oslovakia, and Hungary; 12 
hours a day to Rumania; and 
seven and a half hours each 
day to Bulgaria. 

The effectiveness of Radio 
Free Europe can be shown by 
the more than 31 million reg
ular listeners which independ
ent surveys indicate it has, 
and by the repeated public 
attacks made on the orga
nization by communist au
thorities. 

As a confidential Commu
nist party report stated re
cently: "It can be said that ... 
among Communists, the scope 
of listening to Radio Free 
Europe is relatively wide
spread, and that in the forma
tion of political thinking this 
station can by no means be 
considered negligible." 

Russian concern with the 
broadcasting system's success 
has especially increased. The 
Soviet Union has, in the past, 
frequently j am me d Free 
World broadcasts but, since 
the invasion of Czechoslovak
ia in August, 1938, the Rus
sian media has not only at
tempted to jam the broad-

casts, but also verbally blasted 
Radio Free Europe as never 
before. This concern illus
trates an underlying insecur
ity which the Soviet leader
ship has over its power posi
tion in Eastern Europe. 

In order to effectively com
bat communist propaganda, 
Radio Free Europe's coverage 
of news sources in both the 
free world and communist 
c o u n t r i e s is painstakingly 
thorough. Its news depart
ment monitors a dozen com
munist news agencies and 40 
radio stations in East Europe, 
the Soviet Union, Communist 
China, North Korea, and 
North Vietnam. Its own news 
bureaus and correspondents 
are also supported by the ma
jor free world news services. 
In addition, 1,660 publications, 
including 975 from communist 
sources, are read and indexed. 
Altogether, more than a mil
lion words of news pour into 
Radio Free Europe's central 
bureau in Munich, Germany. 

By providing a free press 
for East Europe, this broad
casting service helps break 
the communications monopoly 
which the communists have 
tried to impose. Until the peo
ple of Eastern Europe have 
gained full national and per
sonal freedom, there will be a 
great need for Radio Free 
Europe. 

~. 
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Firmness Needed in the Middle East 

In dealing with the Russians 
over the current Middle East 
crisis, it is necessary that 
America negotiate from a po
sition of firmness and 
strength. 

History has shown that this 
is the most effective way to 
deter the Soviet Union from 
its policy of aggressive com
munism. 

Eight years ago, for exam
ple, when the Soviet Union 
secretly shipped nuclear mis
siles to Cuba in a daring at
tempt to shift the world bal
ance of power, the United 
States dealt with this threat 
from a position of strong nu
clear and strategic superior
ity. 

At that time, according to 
White House sources, the 
United States had about 600 
intercontinental ballistic mis
siles and the Soviet Union had 
less than a third of that num
ber. In submarine-launched 
missiles, our country also had 
about a five-to-one advantage. 
Under these circumstances, a 
firm, but measured, response 
was implemented by our gov
ernment. The Soviets, after 
calculating the relative array 
of strength between the two 
superpowers, decided against 
risking a confrontation. 

Currently, however, the 
strategic equation is far dif
ferent. America's relative ad
v a n t a g e in submarine
launched missiles has de
creased to three-to-one, while, 
in the number and megaton
nage of intercontinental ballis
tic missiles, the Russians have 
actually surpassed that of the 
United States. 

Perhaps reflecting our cur
rent power position as com
pared with that of the Soviet 
Union, America's policy in the 
present Middle East situation 

has thus far attempted to 
emphasize patience and con
ciliation rather than a meas
ured toughness. 

While such a policy of re
straint should continue to be 
an important part of our ne
gotiations with the Soviet 
Union, we should also-in for
mer ambassador George F. 
Kennan's words-"maintain at 
all times an attitude of deci
siveness and alertness in the 
defense of our own interests." 

In the Middle East, these 
interests are vital. The spread
ing of Soviet air and sea
power has already penetrated 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
and now threatens to stretch 
along the Mediterranean's 
southern coast toward Gibral
tar and through the Suez Ca
nal toward the Indian Ocean. 
This would not only put in
crease:l pressure on NATO's 
Southeastern h i n g e , but 
would also place 90 per cent 
of Japan's oil supplies and 
nearly that much of Western 
Europe's oil supplies within 
danger of being captured by 
the Soviet Union. 

Obviously, then, the Soviet 
Union's thrust into the Middle 
East and the potential shift 
in the geopolitical balance of 
power that it represents, tran
scends the Arab-Israeli con
flict. While America must 
work to insure Israel's right 
to exist and at the same time 
attempt to keep our friend
ship with all the Arab states 
we must, nonetheless, make it 
unmistakeably clear to the 
Russians that we will protect 
our national interests in the 
Middle East. 
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Watersheds Improve :Face of the Land 
The face of West Virginia 

is being improved by the par
ticipation of its conservation
minded citizens in the water
shed program of the U.S. De
partment of Agriculture's Soil 
Conservation Service. 

West Virginia has been a 
leader in this program and as 
a result, has received national 
recognition. Recently, I was 
privileged to take part in the 
dedication of the state's 100th 
watershed dam in the Patter
son Creek Watershed in 
Grant County. Only five other 
states (one of them Texas, 
many times larger than the 
Mountain State! have built as 
many as 100 or more water
shed dams. 

A progress report issued at 
the end of June by the state 
headquarters of the SCS in 
Morgantown shows a state 
total of 62 watershed projects 
for which application has been 
made, planning or operation 
approved, or construction has 
been finished. The projects 
completed or under construc
tion included 166 floodwater 
retarding or multiple-purpose 
lakes. 

Six of these impoundments 
are supplying water to the 
communities of Cameron, 
Salem, Keyser, Princeton, 
Glenwood-Green V a ll e y in 
Mercer County, and Fort 
Ashby; and a seventh, which 
will supply the city of Blue
field, is in the works. 

The value of these water
shed developments to the 
state is incalculable. The 
dams and channel improve
ments help to prevent floods 

and flood damage. They slow 
soil erosion and protect the 
land, its vegetation and wild
life. They add immeasurably 
to West Virginia's recreation 
potential and general attract
iveness. And they provide new 
sources of water supply for 
municipal, industrial, and 
agricultural purposes. 

West Virginia receives an 
average of 42 inches of rain
fall annually. That is three 
and a half feet of water. But 
for too many years most of 
it has been allowed to run off 
the land, unused and wasted 
in a gross mismanagement of 
one of our most precious re
sources. Shortages of city 
water have occurred in many 
communities at the same time 
that our hillside top soil was 
being washed away, and 
downstream residents and 
communities were being 
flooded. 

But this situation is chang
ing for the better. In more 
and more areas of our state, 
the water is being held on the 
land where it falls-which is 
where it should be held. 

The watershed program is 
a most effective means of im
proving the quality of our en
vironment. West Virginia 
should stay in the vanguard 
of this effort. Local initiative 
should seek to bring these 
projects into being wherever 
they are feasible. 
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The Menace of Soviet Seapower 

Recently, the commander
in-chief of Soviet naval forces, 
declared that the Soviet Un
ion "has become the world's 
greatest naval power." 

Unfortunately, these are not 
mere words. The Russians are 
now estimated to have more 
than 650 surface ships and 
more than 350 submarines, of 
which at least 80 are nuclear
powered. In comparison, the 
American surface fleet totals 
about 600 ships. Moreover, 
47 per cent of U.S. combatant 
ships are 20 years old or old
er, whereas less than one per 
cent of Soviet vessels are that 
old. 

Similarly, the United States 
maintains a small lead in nu
clear - powered submarines 
with 85; still, the overall num
ber of U.S. submarines is only 
140. In the amount of subma
rine-launched missiles, the 
U.S. fleet of 41 Polaris subs, 
each with 16 nuclear mis
siles, currently holds an edge. 
However, the Russians are ex
pected to have a compara
ble number by 1974. Toward 
correcting this situation, no 
new ballistic-missile subma
rines are being built by our 
Navy; in the meantime, 
American naval strategists be
lieve that the Russians will 
achieve the capacity this year 
to produce 20 such nuclear 
subs annually. 

In addition, Russian sea
power-which was once large
ly confined to its own ports 
in the Baltic, the Black Sea, 
and the Northern Pacific-has 
now made its presence known 
from the North Atlantic to the 
shores of Southeast Asia. It 

is especially in the Mediter
ranean, though, where the 
danger of a direct U.S.-Soviet 
confrontation currently exists, 
that the presence of the Rus
sian navy bears attention. 

Only a few years ago, the 
U.S. Sixth Fleet clearly 
reigned supreme in the area. 
Presently, however, the Rus
sians keep a fleet in the Medi
terranean that is equal to 
America's 50-ship armada and 
use Syrian, and particularly 
Egyptian bases, as if they 
were Soviet-owned. 

Utilizing these facilities as 
a basis for Russia's political 
involvement in the region, 
this strengthened Soviet pres
ence cannot only serve to re
strain U.S. involvement wher
ever Russian and American 
interests may collide, but, in 
general, can also harass and 
cut the West's maritime sup
ply lines, and make the Soviet 
navy capable of supporting 
communist and non-aligned 
countries all over the world. 

Clearly, it is in America's 
bterest to maintain a naval 
deterrent sufficient to keep 
ahead of the Soviet Union. 
Otherwise, Soviet power-in 
the Mediterranean and else
where - will go unchecked. 
Should that happen, not only 
will American seapower de
cline, but, in the process, the 
world balance of power also 
will have vastly shifted away 
from America. 
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The Expanding Russian Missile Threat 
One of the aspects of this 

year's anti-ballistic missile de
bate which we should keep in 
mind is that not only has the 
Soviet Union now achieved a 
rough parity in nuclear arms 
with the United States, but it 
is also quite possible that the 
Russians have even surpassed 
our country in this fiield. 

According to our latest es
timates, the Soviets currently 
have more operational inter
continental ballistic missile 
launchers-about 1,250-than 
has the United States, with 
1,054. Of 1,020 ICBMs pos
sessed by the Soviets, about 
300 are SS-9s, which can each 
carry one warhead of up to 
25 megatons or three separate 
charges of about five mega
tons each. The remaining mis
siles-about 700 in number
include the SS-11, a one-meg
aton liquid-rocket propellant, 
and the SS-13, a solid fuel 
missile which can be easily 
transported. 

In addition, while the Unit
ed States now has no medium
range or intermediate range 
ballistic missile launchers, the 
Soviets have 700 MRBM's and 
!REM's primarily aimed at 
targets in Europe. In heavy 
bombers, the Soviet Union 
also has a force of about 200 
long-range and an additional 
750 medium-range aircraft. In 
comparison, the U.S. has 552 
long-range B-52 and FB-111 

bombers, which serve as the 
main component of our 
bomber force. 

Obviously, the Soviet capa
bility to inflict massive nu
clear destruction upon our 
country is enormous. With all 
of these categories of nuclear 
and tactical weaponry at its 
disposal, the Soviet Union can 
move with more daring and 
force in the global arena of 
power. 

On our part, this vast array 
of armaments must, at the 
very least, be met by a strong 
nuclear and conventional mil
itary posture of our own. If 
history teaches us anything, it 
is that weakness invites at
tack, and only one aggressor 
is needed to plunge the world 
into war. 

To prevent any such ag
gression from occurring, our 
country must continually dem
onstrate that its military ar
senal is a ready and credible 
deterrent. Only then can 
America - and the world -
avoid being subjected to nu
clear blackmail. 

"When a strong man armed 
keepeth his palace, his goods 
are in peace." 
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Two Illustrious Sons of West Virginia 
One of the more popular of 

the: many tourist attractions 
in Washington, D. C., is Statu
ary Hall, located in the Old 
Hall of the House of Repre
sentatives just off the Ro
tunda of the U.S. Capitol. 

Statuary Hall was created 
in 1864 by an Act of Congress 
which authorized the Presi
dent to invite each State to 
p r o v i d e and furnish two 
statues, in marble or bronze, 
ot its most illustrious sons. 
These were to be men of 
courage~known for their dis
tinguished civic or military 
service, or for other deeds 
worthy of national commem
oration. 

West Virginia can well be 
proud of its representatives 
\Vho are so honored: Francis 
H. Pierpont of Fairmont, and 
John E. Kenna of Charleston. 
Pierpont's statue stands in 
Statuary Hall, and Kenna's 
statue stands immediately 
below in the Hall of Columns. 

These men differed greatly 
in character, philosophy, and 
background. Pierpont fought 
for the economic development 
of northwestern Virginia. His 
efforts led to his election by 
the Second Wheeling Conven
tion as Governor to head the 
"reorganized," or "restored," 
government of Virginia, which 
functioned in Wheeling as the 
government of the northwest 
counties until West Virginia 
was admitted to the Union on 
June 20, 1863; at which time 
the restored g o v e r n m e n t 
moved to Alexandria, where 
Pierpont continued until the 
war's end as the "loyal" gov
ernor of Virginia. 

P i e r p o n t, considered by 
many as the "Father of West 

Virginia," was a Methodist 
and a Republican, an ardent 
antislavery and Union man. 

Kenna, on the other hand, 
fought for the Confederacy at 
the age of 16. He was elected 
to the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives in 1876, and to the 
U.S. Senate in 1883. He 
mastered the legislative proc
ess and commanded the re
spect of all who knew him. 
The son of an Irish immi
grant, Kenna was a Roman 
Catholic and a Democrat. He 
did much to open West Vir
ginia's natural resources for 
development. As one of the 
strongest defenders of Presi
dent Cleveland, he advocated 
a presidency more independ
ent of Congress. 

Kenna's early death in 1893, 
at the age of 45, was a shock 
to all who admired him. The 
Legislature of West Virginia 
a month later~in tribute and 
memorial~authorized his to 
be the first of its two statues. 

Pierpont's statue was un
veiled in the Capitol in 1910. 
It was interpreted as a monu
ment to the State he helped 
to establish, a memorial to a 
heroic age. 

We can be proud of both of 
these sons of West Virginia. 
They were men of conviction, 
they were leaders, and they 
fought for what they believed 
in. In death, as they did in 
life, they represent tl:e great
ness of the people of the 
Mountain State. 
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Public Outcry Could Aid American POW's 
Recent disclosures concern

ing the alleged mistreatment 
of enemy prisoners held by 
South Vietnam in its Con Son 
Island prison caused a great 
outpouring of public indigna
tion. 

As a result of this vocal 
expression of world censure, 
remedial action was taken by 
the proper authorities. 

Yet, there are others who 
are being held as prisoners
of-war-the 1500 American 
military personnel and civi
lians presently missing or cap
tured in Southeast Asia. 

While these men languish 
in unknown Asian prisons, 
wives, children, parents, rela
tives, and friends here at home 
grieve for their missing loved 
ones, not knowing whether 
they are starving or ill, dead 
or alive. 

Americans held as prisoners 
should be protected under the 
Geneva Convention of 1949 
Relative to the Treatment of 
Prisoners-of-War, to which 
North Vietnam is a party. 

But Hanoi callously refuses 
to abide by this Convention, 
which provides for humane 
POW camps, and for adequate 
food, clothing, and medical 
care. Nor do the North Viet
n a m e s e acknowledge the 
rights of communication and 
repatriation also provided for 
in this agreement. 

Thus, the families of pri
soners-of-war are made to en
dure a continuing agony of 
writing letters and sending 
parcels to loved ones, only to 

see those letters and parcels 
disappear into a void. 

Wives of POW's have trav
eled to Paris in search of in
formation, only to be re
nounced by the North Viet
namese who continue to main
tain their unwillingness to re
lease even the most meager in
formation regarding the iden
tity and treatment of Ameri
can prisoners. 

As the United States con
tinues a policy of Vietnamiza
tion and troop withdrawal, it 
must not abdicate its respon
sibilities to these courageous 
prisoners-of-war and their 
families. 

Every voice that can be 
raised in this country-includ
ing that of the most vocal 
critics of the Vietnam war-
should be heard, and the con
demnation should be so loud 
that Hanoi, which closely 
monitors American public 
opinion, can make no mistake 
about the united concern of 
our people. 

In addition, the United 
States, knowing that the 
North Vietnamese are also 
sensitive to world opmwn, 
should intensify its efforts to 
marshal world protest against 
Hanoi's inhumane treatment 
of American prisoners. 

Our fellow c o u n t r y m e n 
should not become the forgot
ten men of war. 
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The Shape of West Virginia 
Every school boy and girl 

in our state has probably 
heard that West Virginia's 
boundaries extend farther 
north than Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
farther south than Richmond, 
Va.; farther west than Cleve
land, Ohio; and farther east 
than Buffalo, N.Y. 

There are some interesting 
reasons for the state's irreg
ular configuration, m a n y 
stemming from its separation 
from Virginia during the Civil 
War. 

The Eastern Panhandle-so 
geographically unlike the rest 
of the state-was tacked onto 
the counties that lay west of 
the Allegheny Mountains 
mainly to bring the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, a Federal 
lifeline during the war, wholly 
within Union territory. 

The Wheeling Conventions, 
which brought about the for
mation of West Virginia, first 
considered establishing a new 
state to be composed only of 
the 39 counties then existing 
west of the Alleghenies. The 
Eastern Panhandle was not 
at first included; nor were 
Pendleton, Pocahontas, Green
brier, Monroe, Mercer, and 
McDowell Counties. 

The fact is that the dele
gates to the meetings in 
Wheeling had no clear idea at 
the outset what to include in 
the territory of the new state 
on the east and south. 

The western and northern 
boundaries, of course, were 
fixed, since they were Virgin
ia's boundaries with Ken
tucky, Ohio, and Pennsyl
vania. The Northern Panhan
dle had been created in 1784 
as a result of the settlement 
of a boundary dispute between 
Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
This agreement extended the 

Mason-Dixon Line a fixed dis
tance from the Western 
boundary of Maryland, which 
did not quite reach the Ohio 
River, giving Virginia the nar
row strip of land between 
Pennsylvania and the river. 

There were many proposals 
about what to take into the 
new state. One was to include 
Buchanan and Wise Counties, 
which would have given West 
Virginia a third panhandle on 
the south; another would have 
put West Virginia's boundary 
along the top of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, taking in all 
of Virginia's valley area. 

The matter was finally re
solved by including McDowell, 
Mercer, Monroe, Greenbrier, 
and Pocahontas Counties; and 
allowing Pendleton, Hardy, 
Hampshire, Morgan, Berkeley, 
Jefferson, and Frederick 
Counties to vote on which 
state they wish to be a part 
of. 

All of these counties except 
Frederick--which never acted 
upon the question-voted to 
go with West Virginia. But 
strong opposition to this deci
sion developed in Jefferson 
and Berkeley Counties after 
the war, and Virginia subse
quently sued West Virginia 
for their recovery, losing the 
battle in the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Grant and Mineral 
Counties were formed from 
Hardy and Hampshire after 
the war. 

Thus was the shape of West 
Virginia established-the only 
change in the map of the 
United States to come about 
as a result of the Civil War. 
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China-Nuclear Tremors in the Far East 

Napoleon once advised, "Let 
China sleep. When she awakes, 
the world will be sorry." 

Communist China has in
deed awakened. Slightly big
ger than the United States in 
size and possessing a popula
tion of some 800 million, the 
Communist Chinese not only 
command a geographical posi
tion that either physically or 
psychologically dominates all 
of Asia, but, in the last six 
years, they also have added to 
their base of power a growing 
array of nuclear weaponry. 

In 1964, the Communist Chi
nese exploded their first atom
ic device, and three years 
later, detonated their first 
hydrogen bomb. Beginning in 
1966, medium-range missiles 
armed with warheads have 
been tested. 

Presently, the Communist 
Chinese may have between 80 
and 100 operational medium
range missiles and an inven
tory of 100 H-bombs. In less 
than a year, Peking is expect
ed to fire its first inter-conti
nental ballistic missile. In only 
three years, it is anticipated 
that the Chinese will have 
rockets capable of hitting 
American targets, such as Los 
Angeles or Seattle. By 1975, 
the Defense Department states 
that Peking may be able to de
ploy as many as 25 ICBM's. 

Now that the Communist 
Chinese have emerged as a nu
clear power, we can expect 
them to severely test U.S. re-

solve during the post-Vietnam 
period. Among the most likely 
trouble spots, according to 
strategists, would be the Tai
wan-held islands of Quemoy 
and Matsu, only six and 10 
miles from mainland China 
respectively. ' 

However, once China has 
developed a workable nuclear
weapons system, the Red 
Chinese could, with greater 
credibility, blackmail other 
smaller Asian countries int~ 
breaking off all meaningful 
ties with the West. 

In the meantime, the prin
cipal threat from China will 
probably continue to be its 
financial and material support 
for communist subversion 
throughout the world. As Mao 
Tse-tung has declared, "rev
olutionary armed struggles 
are developing vigorously" in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin Amer
ica. 

Inasmuch as China's nu
clear capability will pose an 
ominous and growing threat of 
massive destruction both to 
Asian cities in the short run 
and to American cities in the 
long run, it is clear that Com
munist China will continue to 
be an increasingly significant 
force to be reckoned with in 
the consideration of U.S. for
eign policy. 
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Anarchists Threaten American Education 
It is hoped that the Presi

dent's Commission on Campus 
Unrest will make recommen
dations that can help restore 
order in the nation's schools 
and colleges; but there is no 
certainty that it will do so. 

The Commission was estab
lished to get the facts con
cerning campus disorders and 
to suggest action for dealing 
with them. But what the tone 
of its report will be is as yet 
uncertain. It appeared at the 
outset that the report might 
take a soft line toward acti
vists and radicals. Much of 
the testimony heard by the 
panel was sympathetic to
ward the protest movement. 

There is little outward in
dication that the Commission 
has done any real digging into 
the activities of the hard core 
revolutionaries and subver
sives who seek to destroy the 
American educational system 
and the American system of 
government. But the recent 
bombing atrocity at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin may 
have gotten the message 
through to the Commission 
that something much graver 
is involved in so-called "cam
pus unrest" than what is 
euphemistically referred to as 
"dissent." 

Our citizens have had more 
than enough of the excuses, 
explanations and defenses 
that have been offered for 
rioting and lawbreaking -
whether on or off campus. 
What is needed now is to put 
a stop to the violence and 
rebellion so that conscientious 
young pepole who want to 

learn and dedicated professors 
who want to teach may do so. 

The Commission's inquiry 
should uncover the facts con
cerning the connections that 
the h a r d - co r e subversives 
have with the enemies of our 
country in Cuba, North Viet
nam, and the Soviet Union. 
The part that left-wing, 
Marxist professors have taken 
in aiding and abetting law
lessness by students and non
students ought to be exposed. 
Capitulation of spineless 
school administrators to, and 
appeasement of, the militants 
ought to be denounced. 

The Commission ought to 
recommend that extreme per
missiveness on the campuses 
cease and that proper disci
pline be enforced. College ad
mission requirements, per
formance standards, and regu
lations should be tightened. 
The misfits ought to be 
weeded out, and the disrupters 
booted out. Revolutionary 
professors who incite and 
foment rebellion and unlawful 
activities ought to be fired, 
and all who break the law 
ought to be arrested. 

The Commission should de
mand that order and safety 
be restored on the campuses, 
and that strong, moral leader
ship be exerted by college 
governing boards, administra
tions, and faculties charged 
with the education of this na
tion's young citizens. 
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U.S .. Faces Fuels and Energy Crisis 

The United States faces a 
fuels and energy crisis of se
rious proportions. Effective 
counter measures are imper
ative. 

Electricity "brownouts" and 
"blackouts," talk of fuel ra
tioning, and the pressure for 
"clean fuels" that do not pol
lute the air are portents that 
we cannot disregard. 

It may seem incredible to 
many persons that the nation 
should face a serious fuels 
shortage when it has enor
mous reserves of coal, and 
when new sources of natural 
gas and oil continue to be 
explored. Why, then, should 
there be a fuels shortage? 

The reason is two-fold: The 
demand for energy in our in
creasingly mechanized and 
automated society has been 
growing twice as fast as the 
population. And our capacity 
to produce fuel has simply not 
kept pace. 

In the ease of coal-with 
which West Virginia is most 
concerned-productive capac
ity has been adversely affect
ed by a number of factors. 

Among them have been the 
electric utility industry's ef
fort to switch from coal to 
nuclear-powered generating 
plants; the change-over of in
dustrial plants to gas and 
oil-much of it low-cost for
eign residual oil; the demand 
for low-sulfur coal in the 
fight on air pollution; a short
age of railwoy c:us for haul
ing coal; an:l unexpected and 
unauthorized work stoppages. 

All of these things have 
hurt the coal industry and 
heightened the possibility of 
a serious energy crisis. The 
question now is what should 
be done. 

It is essential, I think, that 

Congress clarify national poli
cies with respect to all fuels. 

Congress ought to estab
lish a sensible balance be
tween the expenditures for 
atomic energy development 
and those for coal research. 
Much more money has been 
spent to push nuclear power 
plants-most of which are not 
yet producing power-than 
has been spent, for example. 
to produce gaseous and liquid 
fuels from coal, which is the 
nation's most abundant an:l 
most dependable source of 
energy. The coal industry can
not be expected to invest huge 
sums in the new mines awl 
expanded production without 
the assurance of long-term 
markets. 

Congress should determine, 
also, what share of our en
ergy· market is to be allowed 
to go to foreign oil imports. It 
should establish and call for 
enforcement of clean air 
standards with due regard to 
the nation's energy needs. 
And it should take steps to 
assure an adequate supply of 
railroad cars to move coal. 

As for the coal industry it
self, workers and manage
ment alike must do all that is 
possible to avoid unnecessary 
and unauthorized work stop
pages and to assure continu
ous production. It is to the 
interest of all concerned to 
keep the mines running at 
this time of high demand for 
coal. 

The nation's energy crisis i:; 
a many-sided problem th,~t 
demands forthright and reol
istic action on many fronts. 
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Police Killings-A New Kind of Terror 

During the first eight 
months of this year, sixteen 
police officers were the vic
tims of planned murders 
while on duty-a figure the 
FBI says is more than double 
the number of premeditated 
murders of policemen for :111 
of 1969. 

In fact, premeditated police 
murders this year more than 
triple the average of 4.3 such 
killings per year in thP. last 
decade. 

These attacks hav(; not 
been without their ~ffect on 
the morale and efficiency of 
large metropolitan policE> de
partments. Officers have re
acted to. the deliberate am
bushes by concentrating on 
s e I !-protection-a condition 
that could seriously impair 
the quality of police work. 
Police officials now say that 
some officers overlook minor 
violations because of the 
danger of a man pulling a gun 
for something as Small as a 
traffic offense. 

In California, a Japanese
American policeman was shot 
to death after stopping a 
motorcycle for m·aking an 
illegal turn; two other officers 
were fatally wounded while 
issuing routine parking tick
ets. 

One of the most brutal of 
the killings occurred in Phil
adelphia, where an unanried 
park policeman was gunned 
down as he sat alone in a 
guardhouse. 

Most police officials agree 
that black militants and 
white radicals, who have 
falsely portrayed the police 
as a tool of the "establish
ment", are behind the rash of 

assaults. And, although there 
is no conclusive proof of a 
conspiracy to attack the po
lice, there can be no doubt 
that speeches urging "kill the 
pigs" have aided in making 
law enforcement officers the 
target. 

America can no longer tol
erate these brutal and sense
less attacks on its peace
keepers. When police officers 
must live constantly in fear 
for their lives, the freedom 
of all Americans is threatened 
-for without the enforcement 
of its laws, no nation can 
survive. 

In recent years, there has 
been too much maudlin senti
mentality involved in dealing 
with dangerous criminals. 
The lax treatment given to 
hardened felons has not 
worked. A return to execu
tions of persons convicted of 
premeditated murders would 
undoubtedly be a deterrent 
to some of these outrageous 
crimes. 

The constitutional and legal 
rights of the criminal must, 
of course, always be protect
ed. But the rights of a felon 
should not be placed above 
the rights of his victim. So
ciety should be as much con
cerned about the life of a 
policeman as it is about the 
life of a murderer. Life to the 
law enforcement officer is just 
as dear to him and to his 
loved ones as to the brutal 
perpetrator of mur{}er in cold 
blood. 
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Drug Abuse-A Crisis for the Young 
According to public health 

officials, drug abuse among 
America's young has grown 
from a minor social problem 
to an epidemic of crisis pro
portions; and drug abuse is 
now considered by many to be 
the greatest menace facing 
our society. 

As recently as 15 years 
ago, the use of narcotics was 
thought to be an adult prob
lem, ever-present but easily
controllable. However, facts 
compiled by law enforcement 
and health agencies through
out the United States have 
now proven otherwise. 

In 1958, only 35 percent of 
the drug arrests involved per
sons under 25; today, 77 per
cent of those arrested have 
not yet reached their 25th 
birthday. The last 12 years 
have also seen the number of 
drug arrests for persons under 
18 rise from 4 percent to 27 
percent. 

During the 1960's, the num
ber of juvenile arrests for var
ious drug violations skyrock
eted by almost 800 percent; 
and, for the first time in our 
nation's history, children un
der 13 were among those 
taken into custody. 

Basically, there are two cat
egories of drugs: narcotics, the 
so-called "hard" drugs; and 
dangerous drugs, which have 
not yet been proved conc·b
sively to be addictive. Drugs 
listed in both categories have 
found their primary markets 
among the young. 

Of the 900 deaths caused by 
heroin in New York City last 
year, 25 percent were children 
in their teens. Nationwide, the 
average age of those who died 

using heroin has dropped from 
age 35 in 1950 to age 23 last 
year. 

The use of narcotic drugs 
can cost an addict up to $150 
a day. Thus, most of Ameri
ca's young drug users have 
concentrateJ on experiment
ing with stimulants, which arc 
called "pep pills," and depres
sants, or "goof balls" -both 
of which are available upon 
prescription at most local 
drug stores, at a cost of only 
10 or 15 cents each. 

Over 8 billion of these pills 
are produced annually in the 
United States, and The Food 
and Drug Administration esti
mates that as many as half 
of them are sold illegally. 
These pills, along with mari
juana, are the most widely 
abused drugs among the 
young. 

As evidence of the popular
ity of marijuana, its cost has 
jumpcJ from $8 an ounce last 
year to almost $20 an ounce 
this year; and, of 14,000 juve
nile drug arrests last year in 
California, 11,000 were for 
possession or use of marijuana. 

Drug abuse must be fought 
with the same intensity with 
which we would fight any dan
gerous disease epidemic-·for 
if it is allowed to go un
checked, it can undermine our 
nation's hopes, aspirations, 
and values by destroying the 
generation which must soon 
accept responsibility for 
America's continued survival. 
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A Critical Shortage of Family Doctors 

The United States is cur
rently facing a critical short
age of doctors who engage in 
general family practice-and, 
according to health officials, 
that shortage is increasing. 

Forty years ago, for ex
ample, 80 percent of the phy
SICians in private practice 
were general practitioners. 
Today, only about 15 percent 
of the students graduating 
from medical school plan to 
enter the field. 

While this turnabout has 
led to advancements in spe
cialized areas of medicine, it 
has obviously had some ill ef
fects on the traditional prac
tice of family medicine. The 
advent of modern medical 
science has lured many stu
dents into important research 
and specialized fields, but 
away from the equally-impor
tant field of family medicine. 

Medical students should cer
tainly be encouraged to enter 
research and specialized medi
cine but there should also be 
effo~ts made to assure that 
the family doctor will not 
completely vanish from the 
American scene. 

As one step toward reviv
ing the practice of family 
medicine, the Senate recently 
passed the Family Practice of 
Medicine Act of 1970. The 
measure would provide funds 
for the establishment of new 
medical school programs in 
family medicine, and for stud
ies designed to find definitive 
solutions for malnutrition. It 
would also create a National 
Information and Resource 
Center for the Handicapped. 

The Senate, when it passed 

this legislation, was very 
mindful of the fact that states 
like West Virginia with large 
rural areas were hardest hit 
by the shortage of doctors. 
In fact, the state Medical As
sociation reports that there is 
an average of one physician 
for every 1,000 West Virgin
ians, compared to a national 
average of one doctor for 
every 700 citizens. In some 
rural areas of the United 
States, there may be only a 
single physician to administer 
to an entire county. 

This is the situation the 
bill is aimed at correcting
not by discouraging students 
from entering research or spe
cialized fields, but rather by 
providing opportunities for ad
ditional students to enter the 
field of family medicine. 

For instance, the bill pro
vides for grants of $425 mil
lion over the next five years 
to medical schools and hos
pitals that establish profes
sional and technical training 
programs in the field of fam
ily medicine. The grants would 
assist the medical colleges and 
hospitals to set up separate 
departments devoted to teach
ing all phases of family medi
cine. 

This positive legislation 
could be a good start toward 
overcoming the critical doctor 
shortage now being faced in 
many American communities. 
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Communism Proving Disastrous to Cuba 

Shortly after Fidel Castro 
came to power in 1959, he 
promised his countrymen that 
communism would prove to 
be the economic salvation of 
Cuba. But now, after more 
than 11 years of Castro and 
communism, Cuba is faced 
with an economic crisis that 
is proving disastrous for the 
tiny nation. 

The failures of the commu
nist regime in Cuba have be
come so apparent that Castro 
himself admitted them in his 
annual message to the people 
on July 26. In a four-hour 
speech, Castro noted that 
only 32 percent of the Cuban 
population of almost 8.3 mil
lion persons is currently em
ployed in productive capaci
ties. 

That startling figure has 
had its effects on the Cuban 
economy. The 1970 harvest nf 
sugar cane-Cuba's most im
portant crop-fell almost two 
million tons short of expecta
tions; and authorities both in 
and out of Cuba are now pre
dicting that the 1971 sugar 
harvest will be even lower. 

In an unsuccessful attempt 
to increase the production on 
state-owned sugar planta
tions, Cuba has transferred 
thousands of workers from 
jobs in industry to jobs in 
agriculture. The result has 
not only failed to increase 
agricultural output, but has 
also hampered industrial pro
duction. Tire production, for 
example, has fallen off 50 per
cent in the past two years; 
and there is presently a 23 
percent shortage in cement 
and related products. 

The basic reason for Cuba's 
economic collapse can be 

traced to communism itself. 
People have been funnelled 
into jobs not of their own 
choosing, and their financial 
rewards have been dictated 
by the state rather than by 
their productive efforts. Frus
trated by such regimentation 
and the general lack of op
portunities under a commu
nist regime, an estimated 
600,000 Cubans have fled the 
country; and the morale, ini
tiative, and incentive of those 
unable to leave have deterio
rated under the heavy hand 
of communism. 

Major factories in Havana 
and other large cities experi
ence a 20 percent rate of ab
senteeism daily, a fact that 
has contributed to both the 
lower production and lower 
quality of Cuban goods. Cas
tro, himself, has mentioned 
the low quality of footwear 
products over the past 18 
months and has appealed in 
vain for the workers in that 
particular industry to im
prove their product. 

The lesson being learned by 
Cubans is one that the peo
ples of Iron Curtain countries 
in Europe have learned by 
living under communism's sti
fling rule. Through dehuman
izing the individual and mak
ing him a slave of the social
ist state, communism destroys 
all the opportunities and free
doms that make a society 
free, productive, independent, 
and a worthwhile one in 
which to live. 
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Making Money in the United Statt•s 

Every day in the United 
States, approximately six mil
lion $1 bills are printed and 
placed in circulation by the 
U.S. Treasury Department's 
Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing. These bills, plus 
notes of larger denominations, 
account for the $12 billion in 
paper money that is manufac
tured annually in America. 

This is a far cry from the 
early days of the country, 
when practically the only 
money in circulation were 
English shillings, French louis 
d'or, and Spanish doubloons. 
The varieties of money proved 
confusing to the merchants of 
early America, and trade and 
c o m m e r c e were almost 
brought to a standstill. 

Thus, in 1792, the United 
States monetary system was 
established and coins were 
manufactured. The printing 
of paper money was author
ized by Congress in 1862, and, 
15 years later, the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing be
came the sole agency charged 
with the responsibility of pro
ducing and regulating the 
flow of American currency. 

When it was first estab
lished, the Bureau employed 
a staff of six persons and 
worked in two rooms at the 
Treasury Department. Today, 
keeping pace with our grow
ing economy, it employs over 
3,000 persons and occupies 
two buildings with a com
bined floor space of 25 acres. 

Over two-thirds of the notes 
manufactured are $1 bills, 
with the familiar picture of 
George Washington on the 
face side and the Great Seal 

of the United States on thP 
reverse side. According to Bu
reau officials, the average life 
of a $1 bill in our fast-paced 
society is 18 months. 

In addition to the dollar 
bill, United States currency 
now being printed includes: 
the $5 bill, with Abraham 
Lincoln's picture; the $10 bill, 
with Alexander Hamilton's 
picture; the $20 bill, with An
drew Jackson's picture; the 
$50 bill, with Ulysses S. 
Grant's picture; and the $100 
bill, with Benjamin Franklin's 
picture. 

Notes of larger denomina
tions have not been printed 
for many years, and the 
Treasury Department is re
moving them from circulation 
as soon as they are returned 
to a Federal Reserve Bank. 
Among these larger bills, the 
$500 note has the picture of 
William McKinley on its face 
side; Grover Cleveland's pic
ture is on the $1,000 bill; 
James Madison's picture is on 
the $5,000 bill; and the $10,-
000 bill is engraved with the 
picture of Salmon Portland 
Chase, Secretary of the Treas
ury under Lincoln and the 
moving force behind the Na
tional Bank System. 

It is an old saying that 
money doesn't grow on trees; 
but a tour of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing will 
show the visitor how to make 
about $12 million a day. 
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Fort Knox-Storehouse of Our Nation's Wealth 

The Fort Knox Gold Bul
lion Depository near Louis
ville, Kentucky, is the major 
storage facility for America's 
gold supply-and one of the 
most heavily-guarded build
ings in the world. 

Within the three-story 
building, constructed of gran
ite, steel, and concrete, lies a 
two-level steel and concrete 
vault with a door that weighs 
more than 20 tons. 

The exterior wall of the de
pository is constructed of 
granite, lined with concrete. 
The construction required 
16,500 cubic feet of granite, 
4,200 cubic yards of concrete, 
750 tons of reinforcing steel, 
and 670 tons of structural 
steel. 

No one person in the Unit
ed States knows the combina
tion to the lock on the vault. 
Several members of the de
pository staff dial separate 
combinations known only to 
them. In case one of them 
dies, however, there are clas
sified protective measures to 
assure that the vault can be 
opened. 

Four sentry boxes are lo
cated outside the depository 
for constant watch and se
curity checks by 26 highly
trained guards. The entire 
building is equipped with the 
most advanced protective de
vices available, and the near
by Army Post offers addition
al security. 

The depository is supplied 
with its own, self-contained, 

emergency power plant and 
water system, so that during 
a disaster the facility can be
come completely self-suffi
cient. 

The gold stored at Fort 
Knox is in the form of mint 
bars of almost pure gold, or 
other bars made from the 
melting of gold coin. The bars 
are slightly smaller than a 
standard building brick. 

Each bar contains 271;'2 
pounds of gold, and is worth 
$14,000. The bars are not 
wrapped in storage, but when 
handled, great care is used to 
avoid abrasion of the soft 
metal. 

The gold is not kept out of 
circulation on the money 
market, as is often thought. 
It is made part of the money 
stream through the medium 
of gold certificates, which arc 
issued only to Federal Re
serve Banks. The banks may 
obtain gold by redemption of 
the certificates for settlement 
of international debts, and 
our gold supply is replen
ished by regular shipments 
from foreign countries. 

The depository, which is 
controlled by the Bureau of 
the Mint, is one of the most 
secure structures ever built
but it must be; your dollars 
and mine depend on it. 
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New Drug May Conquer Tuberculosis 

Scientists report that a new 
drug being tested in Denver, 
Colorado, may be the greatest 
breakthrough yet in the treat
ment of serious tuberculosis 
cases. 

Research at the National 
Jewish Hospital in Denver has 
produced spectacular results 
in almost hopeless TB cases 
with a drug called Rifampin. 

Combined with other drugs, 
Rifampin was given to 13 pa
tients. After treatment, active 
tuberculosis disappeared in 12 
patients-an impressive 92 
percent success rate. 

A 26-year-old Wisconsin 
housewife had been treated 
with traditional TB drugs 
since 1965, but nothing helped 
stop the germ mutation in her 
lungs. When treated with Ri
fampin, her tuberculosis was 
arrested in 29 days. 

Rifampin, a partly-synthetic 
antibiotic drug, was first de
veloped by Italian researchers 
in 1957. Dr. William Lester, 
chief of chest medicine at the 
Denver hospital, was im
pressed by the drug's poten
tial during a trip to Europe 
in 1967. For the next 18 
months, he worked to per
suade private drug companies 
to provide enough Rifampin 
for his studies. 

Today, Dr. Lester, the U.S. 
public Health Service, and 
Veterans Administration re
searchers are conducting clin- ' 
ical tests with the drug. 

Rifampin is not yet on the 
market for general use. The 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-

istration, which I ice n s e s 
drugs, requires extensive test
ing to assure the safety of any 
drug before it is made avail
able to the general public. 
But it is expected that ap
plication will be filed soon for 
an FDA new-drug license for 
Rifampin. 

Despite the medical pro
gress in tuberculosis research, 
and the better hygiene and 
living standards now in Amer
ica, it is predicted that some 
30,000 new TB cases will be 
contracted this year alone. 
Scientists hope that Rifampin 
will be as effective in dealing 
with tuberculosis as the Salk 
vaccine has been in conquer
ing polio. 

Related studies have shown 
that Rifampin has been ef
fective against meningococcal 
carriers- persons who trans
mit meningitis while remain
ing unaffected by the disease 
themselves. Research con
ducted at three U.S. military 
installations and in an epi
demic situation in Dade Coun
ty, Florida, showed Rifampin 
to be 87-92 percent effective 
in stopping meningitis car
riers. 

Rifampin has been called 
a major breakthrough in 
modern medicine. It is an
other reason why all Ameri
cans should give their full 
support to modern health care 
ref:earch. 
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Unrest Gives Old Glory a New Market 
American flag manufactur

ers are reporting record sales 
in all versions of Old Glory
decals, pennants, lapel insig
nias, as well as the traditional 
cloth banner. 

Sales are reported up 35 
to 50 percent as flagmakers 
keep trying to meet increas
ing demands. Most of the 
Stars and Stripes are being 
bought for display in private 
homes-many with large staff 
sets for exhibit on front 
lawns. 

The zooming flag sales point 
out clearly that hundreds of 
thousands of Americans have 
reacted to the recent criti
cism of their country by pub
licly displaying their nation's 
banner. 

The absurd desecrations of 
the flag by various protest 
groups and radicals have 
totally left the bounds of le
gitimate dissent and border 
on the seditious. 

Never before in American 
history has the flag been hon
ored and dishonored in so 
many ways. It has been both 
proudly displayed and con
temptuously worn. 

Protestors have done every 
imaginable act to degrade and 
dishonor Old Glory. It has 
been worn as shirts and jack
ets, and it has been burned 
publicly in the streets. But 
surprisingly few arrests have 
been made under flag desecra
tion laws which carry penalties 
ranging from a $5 to $10 fine 
in Indiana, to a maximum sen-

tence of 25 years' imprison
ment in Texas. A youth was 
recently convicted in Texas for 
wearing pants with a piece of 
flag material sewn on the seat. 
He was sentenced to four 
years in prison. 

Public reaction to these acts 
has caused a resurgence of en
thusiasm for the flag. 

Magazines have included 
flag decals in their issues, and 
gasoline stations have given 
the decals to customers. Many 
police officers have begun to 
wear flag emblems on their 
uniforms to show their alle
giance to their country-and 
many Americans have begun 
to make a flag lapel pin part 
of their daily attire. 

The flag that is so often 
taken for granted has once 
again given patriotic Ameri
cans a symbol around which 
to rally at a time when our 
national institutions, and even 
our way of life, are threat
ened. 

It is a reassuring sign when 
we see the American public 
stand up for the good things 
about our nation and reject 
those persons who would like 
to destroy it. 

It is not only a banner year 
for flag makers, but a banner 
year for all patriotic Ameri
cans. 
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The Ethnic American-The Forgotten Citizen 

or special status. They do not 
expect their government to 
take care of them. They dem-
onstrate by their drive, their 
hard work and industry a de
sire to get ahead on their own 
merits. They toil to educate 
their sons and daughters and 

One of the results of the 
ultra- liberals' preoccupation ! 

with civil rights (legitimate 
as well as fancied) and ever
expanding welfare is that 
many of America's working 
class white ethnics have be
come the nation's forgotten 
citizens. ' to instill in them a love for 

1 
America and a sense of pride There are 40 million of 

these white "ethnics" of re
cent European descent in this 
country - Poles, Germans, 
Greeks, Lithuanians, Slavs, 
Italians (the list is a long 
one )---and, taken together, 
they represent roughly one
fifth of all our people. 

Many citizens of foreign an
cestry, of course, have, by 
their own individual efforts, 
overcome the disadvantage of 
language barriers and climbed 
far up the social and economic 
ladder to positions of influence 
in their communities, proving 
again and again that America 
is, indeed, still the land of 
opportunity. 

But there are other millions 
of white ethnics who earn 
average or less than average 
wages, live in average or less 
than average homes, strive to 
be ''good Americans," and are 
squeezed hard by inflation--
yet, they suffer in silence. 

These are people who-day 
in and day out-work at their 
.iobs, raise their families, pay 
their taxes, go to church, and, 
in general, conduct themselves 
as responsible and productive 
citizens. 

They seek to own their own 
homes, but they are overbur
dened by high building costs 
and excessive interest rates. 
They are the victims both of 
inflation and of the measures 
taken to fight inflation. 

Yet, these ethnic groups re
main patriotic, loyal Ameri
cans. asking no special favors 

· in themselves. They see their 
sons go off to war, and they 
disdain protestors who burn 
draft car:is, activists who de
stroy ROTC buildings, and 
punks and pseudo intellectuals 
who inveigh against "the sys
tem." 

Is it any wonder that these 
dedicated ethnic Americans 
are outraged by the militants 
on the campuses, the demon
strators in the streets, the 
rioters in the cities, the free
Joa:iers on welfare rolls, and 
the rabble who desecrate the 
flag? 

The United States is unique 
among nations in the variety 
and number of peoples from 
other lands who, through the 
years, have chosen to come to 
these shores to make their 
homes and to live their lives. 
Our national heritage has 
been incalculably enriched be
cause of these immigrants-
especially those from Europe 
and the Middle East. 

We need to acknowledge 
the debt that America owes 
them, and to be aware of the 
contribution they have made 
to our economy, our society, 
our culture. America's white 
ethnic minorities are among 
those who form the backbone 
of the nation. 
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Puerto Rican Migrants Face Crisis in America 
Puerto Rican families, try

ing to escape the poverty of 
their native land, are coming 
to America this year in record 
numbers. 

Most of the migrants go to 
New York City, where their 
number is now over a million. 
The Puerto Rican population 
has zoomed from 800 to 
25,000 in Boston in less than 
a decade, and Chicago now 
claims over 100,000 Puerto 
Ricans. Island officials report 
that 93,230 have moved to the 
United States during the first 
eight months of this year. 

For many of the approxi
mately 1.8 million Puerto 
Ricans who have come to the 
American m a i n I a n d, the 
United States was thought of 
as a place to build a better 
life. 

But most have found the 
opposite to be true. Studies 
show that the median annual 
income in New York City for 
Puerto Ricans is $3,949. Few 
have white-collar jobs, and 40 
percent of New York's mi
grants receive public assist
ance. 

One of the key reasons for 
their low income is lack of 
education. The language bar
rier in public schools has 
caused many young Puerto 
Ricans to become frustrated 
and drop out. Only one 
Puerto Rican out of 100 gets 
a high school diploma; and, 
while Puerto Ricans make up 
25 percent of New York City's 
public school population, only 
four percent of the city·s col
lege students are Puerto 
Rican. 

The United States has also 
witnessed the birth of Puerto 
Rican militancy in recent 

years. Revolutionary young 
migrants have formed a group 
called the "Young Lords," 
which is patterned after the 
Black Panthers. 

Tensions have risen be
tween Puerto Ricans and 
whites, as well as blacks. 
Last year in Boston, police 
received 42 calls to quell dis
turbances between Puerto 
Ricans and n e i g h b o r i n g 
whites; and, in New York 
City, there have been frequent 
confrontations with blacks. 

Fortunately, only a minor
ity of Puerto Ricans have 
thus far advocated real vio
lence. Most want only to im
prove their lot in society. 

Our government has tried 
to assist the migrants. Special 
classes in city schools have 
been aimed at helping to 
assimilate the Puerto Rican 
culture with American life. 
Federal aid has been given 
to those in poverty who are 
trying to find work. However, 
it appears that the programs 
have not been able to keep 
up with the increasing num
ber of migrants. 

The United States should 
persuade those i s l a n d e r s 
thinking of coming to Amer
ica that there is no quick and 
easy way to find success on 
our shores. Our own unem
ployment problems during 
these hard times should be 
pointed out before Puerto 
Ricans are encouraged to 
come here. 
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U.S. Emigrants-A New Trend 
A new trend which can tell 

us something about the pres
ent state of affairs in our 
country is just beginning to 
come to light. Citizens of the 
United States in sizable num
bers, for the first time in our 
nation's history, are emigrat
ing to other countries. 

This year, 40,000 persons 
are leaving America to seek 
a better life elsewhere. They 
are moving to such English
speaking countries as Aus
tralia, New Zealand, Canada, 
and the British Isles, to 
Israel, and to the countries of 
Western Europe. There have 
always been emigrants from 
the United States, of course, 
but nothing on the present 
scale has been seen before. 

America traditionally has 
been a land to which · immi
grants from other countries 
have wanted to come. Much 
of our population was gained 
in this way. People from other 
lands sought opportunity here, 
and they still do. This year, 
more than 400,000 immigrants 
w.Hl take up residence in the 
U.S., many more than the 
number leaving. 

But the significance of the 
number of emigrants leaving 
the United States can be 
seen in the fact that it has 
double~ in the past decade, 
and 1970 will see the largest 
exodus ever. 

Why are they leaving? An 
official at the New Zealand 
embassy in Washington put it 
this way in a statement a 
few weeks ago: " ... a better 

environment . . . a lack of 
pollution . . and moral de
terioration in the United 
States." 

One person who commented 
on his leaving said he felt 
our nation is on a decline, 
and another said that it is as 
easy to get stabbed in a U.S. 
city as it is to buy chewing 
gum. Thousands of other citi
zens undoubtedly have had 
the same thoughts. 

The fact that our people 
would give up their jobs, their 
homes, and their friends to 
seek a new life in another 
country underscores the need 
for action to curb crime, vio
lence, and disorder in our 
society, and to halt the de
generation in our moral stand
ards. 

We can ill afford to lose 
those who are leaving. The 
bulk of those who are going 
into self-exile are between 20 
and 43, married, college-edu
cated, and white. They will be 
assets to the countries in 
which they decide to settle. 
If the trend should increase
and it seems likely that it will 
unless conditions change-our 
country can be hurt by the 
outflow, just as West Virginia 
has been hurt by the loss of 
many of its bright young peo
ple who have gone elsewhere 
to work and live. 
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Christmas in a New Nation 
The Christmas decorations, 

greeting cards, wreaths, and 
colorfully lighted trees that 
we enjoy during this season 
were not used by the early 
settlers of our country. 

The first Christmas Day in 
Plymouth was spent building 
homes for the new settlers. 
Celebration was forbidden, 
and, even 50 years later, the 
general court of Massachu
setts passed a law that "any
one found celebrating any 
such day as Christmas or the 
like, by forbearing labor, 
feasting or any other way" 
would be fined five shillings. 

The law was repealed 20 
years later, but merrymaking 
at Christmas was still highly· 
frowned upon for a long time. 

When the Church of Eng
land established Christmas 
services in New England, 
many Puritans refused to at
tend. 

The Dutch who settled New 
York and the Germans in 
Pennsylvania were the first 
to bring the traditions of 
Christmas to our new land. 

It was not until the begin
ning of the 19th Century that 
Christmas was eelebra ted in a 
widespread manner. The 
season soon developed into a 
national holiday, and the 
Dutch in New York adopted 
Christmas as their biggest 
celebration of the year. Sports 
and games were the order of 
the day, and on one occasion 
when the fun got out of hand, 
stern old Governor Peter 
Stuyvesant had to intervene. 

The Germans settling in 
Pennsylvania brought the first 
Christmas tree with its ornate 
decorations-a popular tradi
tion in their homeland. The 

fare of the day was feasting 
and drinking with great cele
bration. 

In Maryland and Virginia, 
Christmas was celebrated 
much as in England and, in 
Louisiana the French tradition 
of a religious celebration was 
in order. 

Probably the most famous 
Christmas season of the early 
days of our country was dur
ing the Revolutionary War, 
when General George Wash
ington led patriotic American 
soldiers in the freezing and 
starving days at Valley Forge. 

In later years, however, our 
nation's first President cele
brated Christmas much differ
ently. In the manner of a Vir
gmm gentleman, President 
Washington celebrated in a 
cheerful but dignified style at 
Mount Vernon. 

Food prepared in the Presi
dent's giant fireplaces included 
turkeys, ducks, geese, hams, 
quail, puddings, and pastries. 

But the religious phase of 
Christmas was never forgot
ten, and Church services were 
always attended on Christmas 
Day. 

Today, although our tradi
tional celebration of Christ
mas is very similar to that of 
our forefathers, and most of 
our customs can be traced to 
the early days of a growing 
nation, the spiritual signifi
cance of the day, regrettably, 
appears to be giving way to 
the increasing materialism of 
our time. 
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Change Needed in an Archaic Court System 
Our American court system 

has changed so little since its 
origin that today we stand 
on the threshold of a major 
breakdown in judicial ma
chinery. 

There are a number of rea
sons for rising case loads
increased criminal appeals, 
automobile litigation, domes
tic relations cases, taxation 
disputes, and employment 
cases. 

Failure to prov1de change 
and modernization in court 
procedures has put an almost 
insurmountable burden on 
many judges. 

For example, from 1940 to 
1970, personal InJUry cases 
have multiplied five times, and 
petitions from state prisoners 
seeking federal habeas corpus 
relief have incn~ased from 89 
to over 12,000. 

During this period, Con
gress increased the number 
of judges by 70 percent, but 
the total number of cases 
filed in federal district courts 
nearly doubled. 

More money and judges 
alone is not the real solution 
to solving the serious problem 
of a sluggishly-applied system 
of justice. 

The entire court system 
has failed to apply modern 
business practices and tech
niques to many purely me
chanical functions. Archaic 
procedures have encouraged 
delay and inefficiency in the 
court's operations. 

The long and drawn out 
process of justice has caused 

the law, in many ways, to 
lose its deterrent effect on 
the criminal. 

Chief Justice Warren Burger 
has predicted that, if all 
criminal cases were tried and 
disposed of within 60 days 
after indictment, there would 
be a sharp reduction in the 
crime rate. 

Another area that causes a 
clogging of the judicial system 
is the whole process of ap
peals. The appeals system is 
cumbersome and encourages 
delay. Many courts have de
veloped systems to screen out 
fr;volous appeals, but the 
problem still hinders the 
process of justice. Finality is 
essential in any Judicial sys
tem. 

A thorough study and re
evaluation of our goals when 
dispensing justice is badly 
needed. In an age when we 
spend billions of dollars each 
year on a myriad of "top
priority" government pro
grams, we spen1 only $128 
million on our entire Federal 
Judicial System. 

We must make a concerted 
effort in trying to support 
lawyers and judges who are 
so desperately trying to bring 
new ideas and concepts to a 
system that needs change, 
while they themselves are so 
over-burdened by the work 
that gives equal justice to all. 
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The Great Seal-Symbol of America 
One of the most often seen, 

but least understood, symbols 
of our country is the Great 
Seal of the United States. It 
stands beside the American 
flag as the most visible and 
tangible emblem of our sov
ereignty, and is symbolic of 
the birth of our Nation, our 
growth, and our aspirations. 

Entrusted since 1789 to tte 
Secretary of State, the Grcut ' 
Seal is affixed to important 
Presidential commissions awl 
proclamations, ratifications of 
treaties, and credentials for 
our ambassadors. 

The design of the Greilt 
Seal was begun in 1776, and 
finally accepted by Congress 
in 1782. Men such as Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, and 
Benjamin Franklin contrib
uted to the principal ideas 
used in the design. 

Both sides of the seal can 
be found on the back of the 
dollar bill. 

The American Bald Eagle 
depicts strength, wisdom, dig
nity, and great vision. Above 
the eagle, when seen in color, 
is a ring of light in gold, with 
13 stars portraying our con
tinued belief in the spiritual 
over the material. 

The eagle's head, which 
represents leadership, faces 
the olive branch stressing 
America's desire for peace. 
The shield, with its vertical 
red and white stripes, por
trays unity, and the horizon
tal blue on the top of the 
shield denotes the union of 
the individual states. 

The eagle forms the basic 

. 
design for the seal of the 
Office of the President and 
the Department of State. It 
also can be found on the caps 
of many of our military per
sonnel, and marking the en
trance to our embassies and 
consulates abroad. The in
scription E Plnribus Unum 
means "One out of many," 
or one nation out of 1:~ states. 

On the reverse side is the 
Great Pyramid, the symbol of 
strength and durability. The 
Eye of Providence portrays a 
spiritual blessing and the 
freedom of knowledge. While 
13 layers of the pyramid re
fer to the original states, the 
pyramid was left uncompleted 
to indicate thP need for con
tinued national growth. 

The inscription A n n u i t 
Coeptis, "He (God) favored 
our undertaking," redefines 
our Founding Fathers' faith. 
And Novus Ordo Seclorum 
translates into "A new order 
of the Ages," a reference to 
the fact that the United 
States represented the first 
time in recorded history that 
a democracy was established 
within a republic. 

The Great Seal is a perfect 
symbol of a great Nation. In 
it we can find strength and 
peace, unity and freedom. It 
is as meaningful to us today 
as it was to our Founding 
Fathers. 



DEC 3 0 110 

Byrd's-Eye View 

By U.S. Senator 

Robert C. Byrd 

New Trends in Housing for the Future 

America's housing industry, 
which has been greatly af
fected by growing economic 
problems, may dramatically 
change in the next few years. 

Already, the trend is shift
ing to more apartment com
plexes and an increasing 
number of factory-built single
f a m i I y h o m e s-many in 
planned communities. 

In 1970, two of every five 
homes constructed were com
pletely factory assembled. 

Acute shortages of skilled 
construction workers and the 
high-cost of labor arc among 
the reasons most middle-in
come families cannot afford 
to finance their own homes. 

Thus, housing officials are 
predicting that in ten years 
there will be more apartments 
than conventional single-fam
ily homes. But regardless of 
the type of building, it is pre
dicted that construction will 
be done increasingly in fac
tories. One large builder re
ports that factory labor has 
remained relatively stable, 
while labor costs elsewhere 
have gone up 10 to 15 per
cent in some areas. 

Problems with fa c t o r y
assembled dwellings have been 
numerous. All t h e u n i t s, 
whether an apartment module 
or a single home, must be 
transported to their perma
nent sites by truck. This 
makes it essential that all 
units be built to a size that 
will allow them to be carried 
legally on highways. How
ever, varying state laws have 
caused costly detours and 
many problems with safe 
transportation. 

A solution to this problem 

would be uniform highway 
laws across the nation, but, 
for the present, factory home 
builders are establishing re
gional factories that build 
structures to conform with 
local laws. 

Another problem is the in
consistency of local building 
codes. Changes are often re
quired in construction of 
homes that go to various 
states. This custom building 
raises the cost of the modular 
dwellings. 

Even with these problems, 
most experts say that fac
tory-constructed dwellings are 
the answer to the rising cost 
of home building. And, ex
perts further predict that the 
future of the small builder 
will not be imperiled by the 
trend toward modular homes. 

T h e a d v e n t o f 1 a r g e, 
planned communities may re
quire the contracting of many 
small builders to construct 
parts of the vast develop
ments, while large developers 
atte:1cl to acquiring and selling 
acreage. 

The revolution in home 
builjing should produce more 
factory-built houses and apart
ments that are smaller than 
conventional dwellings; and 
more of these structures will 
be located in planned com
munities, convenient to shop
ping districts and recreation 
areas. Hopefully, it will be 
easier for the American earn
ing a middle-class income to 
afford a home of his own. 
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