


"You have heard me 
say quite often, 
never stop learning. 
Now I say, for the 
sake of our country, 
arm yourselves with 
knowledge."

Senator Robert C. Byrd at the Dedication 
of the Byrd Center in 2002.



Representative democracy depends on an informed and 
engaged citizens.

Senator Robert C. Byrd supported education for all 
generations so that every American knew their 
Constitution, their rights enshrined within, and their 
government which it informs. 
 
The need for civic knowledge remains critical a decade 
after the Senator's passing. The Robert C. Byrd Center for 
Congressional History and Education employs the power 
of history to empower citizen engagement and strengthen 
the public institutions that ensure the great American 
experiment in representative democracy endures.

 We invite you to become a part of this vital mission! 





What are we facing?

Public faith in our nation’s public institutions is diminishing.  A majority of 
voters believe their voices are not heard or respected by elected o�cials, and 
numerous studies have demonstrated consistently low levels of public 
knowledge about the Constitution and the basic framework of our 
government.  Voter apathy is on the rise.

When the public’s engagement with their elected representatives decreases, 
the government as a whole becomes less representative and less adept at 
serving the public’s needs. This environment sews division and  breeds the kind 
of hyper partisanship that currently threatens the foundations of our 
democracy. 

As the inheritors of the world’s oldest active Constitution, we all have a shared 
responsibility in ensuring that the principles of representative government 
endure for future generations.



How is the Byrd Center 
addressing these issues?

Preserving our Past...
Since our beginning, the Byrd Center 
has collected and preserved the 
documentary history of our nation's 
legislative branch. The Byrd Center 
now houses Senator Byrd’s personal 
papers as well as the  papers of �ve 
members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from West 
Virginia.  These collections chronicle 
more than sixty years of America's 
story from the end of WWII to the 
�rst decade of the twenty-�rst 
century.



to Engage our Present... and Prepare our Future.
Inspired by Senator Byrd’s devotion 
to the  history of the U.S. Congress 
and the Constitution, the Byrd 
Center conducts year-round 
educational programs that engage 
teachers, students, and the general 
public in learning about civics, 
citizenship, and our representative 
democracy. Public lectures and �lm 
screenings, Teachers Institutes, 
exhibits, and other programs serve 
all generations in an ever-increasing 
geographic reach.

The Byrd Center facilitates innovative 
approaches to civics education by 
partnering with nationally-
recognized experts and developing 
unique primary source-based 
learning materials from our archival 
collections.  The Byrd Center’s 
educational initiatives prepare 
today's teachers and students to 
participate in the civic life of the 
nation and take leadership roles in 
their communities.





Preserving our Past...
The Byrd Center was established in 2002 as the institutional home of  Senator Robert C. Byrd’s 
personal papers. Today, the Center's archives contain the personal records of �ve members 
of Congress who have represented the Mountain State. These collections occupy over three 
quarters of a mile of shelves and span more than sixty years of history, beginning in the wake 
of WWII and continuing through the �rst decade of the twenty-�rst century. They contain 
letters, memoranda, bills, speeches, photographs, audio/visual recordings, and other artifacts 
documenting the daily work of a congressional o�ce and the relationship between members 
and their constituents. While each collection is unique, they all contain similar types of papers: 
legislative �les, constituent correspondence, press materials, and travel reports in addition to 
campaign documents and personal records.

Senator Byrd's papers, some 2,500 linear feet housed in over 3,000 boxes, preserves the 
legacy of the nation's longest-serving Senator and the only West Virginian to serve in both 
chambers of the state and federal legislature. The senator’s long career provides countless 
research opportunities.  Collection highlights include records detailing Senator Byrd’s work on 
the contentious Panama Canal Treaties during the late-1970s, his more than $10 billion 
appropriations work throughout West Virginia, and his outspoken opposition to the Iraq War. 

The Byrd Center's collections document an extraordinary legacy of leadership on the part of 
West Virginia's elected representatives. The stories found within them provide the foundation 
on which the Center’s educational programs and resources are built.



to Engage our Present...
The Byrd Center is a hub where local, regional, and national networks coalesce.  Nearly one 
thousand classes, public events, and meetings take place at the Center every year, making it an 
intellectual nerve center of the Shepherd University campus. Public leaders such as Senator 
Tom Harkin, esteemed journalists like Cokie and Steve Roberts, and award-winning scholars 
have appeared at the Byrd Center to engage audiences on historical and contemporary 
matters. These o�erings help ful�ll the Byrd Center’s mission to promote a better 
understanding of the United States Congress, the Constitution, and representative democracy. 
They also engender annual support for the Center through the "the Friends of the Byrd Center" 
giving society .

In recent years, the Byrd Center has dramatically expanded its reach in West Virginia and the 
Washington, DC metro area. In 2016 and 2017, the Center’s exhibit "Robert C. Byrd: Senator, 
Statesman, West Virginian" appeared at twenty-two venues across the state and twice visited 
capitol hill in Washington, D.C. Thousands viewed the exhibit and learned about Senator Byrd's 
tremendous legacy.

The Byrd Center’s public programming generates partnership opportunities with organizations 
at the local, regional, and national levels. These collaborations have helped us reach new and 
ever-growing audiences in recent years. The Byrd Center is a founding member of the 
Association of Centers for the Study of Congress, a national consortium of legislative archives 
and research centers established to facilitate greater study of the legislative branch. Byrd 
Center sta� play leading roles in this organization and also represent the Center in the National 
Council of Public History, the Society of American Archivists, the Appalachian Studies 
Associations, and Society for History in the Federal Government.

Whether through programs at our Shepherd University home or our participation in regional 
and national projects, the Byrd Center is a recognized leader in the development and execution 
of innovative programming that deepens public understanding of Congress and the 
Constitution.







and Prepare the Future.

The Byrd Center has taken up the torch Senator Byrd carried throughout his career 
to  strengthen educational opportunities and broaden access to innovative resources. 

The Byrd Center Teacher Institute was established in 2016 to provide grades 6-12 educators 
with professional development opportunities focused on the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, 
Congress, and the legislative process. The Institute is facilitated by the Byrd Center and 
presented through a partnership with Shepherd University and the National Archives and 
Records Administration’s Center for Legislative Archives (CLA). The institutes train educators 
to use new techniques and resources developed by the Byrd Center and the CLA in their 
classrooms while teaching about the United States government and the core tenets of 
American representative democracy. 

In addition to working with educators, the Byrd Center also works directly with 
students.  Each year, the Center collaborates with local schools in support of the Government 
and Deliberation Project, wherein  high school students learn about Congress and the 
legislative process and apply those skills by participating in a year-long mock Congress. The 
program kicks o� with a day of hands-on workshops at the Byrd Center each fall and 
concludes each spring when students return and attempt to shepherd  their own legislative 
proposals through committees, �oor votes, and �nally through conference as members of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

The Byrd Center actively partners with educational resources developers in an e�ort to scale 
these programs for a national audience so that the records documenting Senator Byrd’s 
extraordinary public service career can inspire America’s youth to become engaged citizens 
and informed voters.





"I have long believed that an 
education is one's passport to 
progress. It leads to new 
opportunities, not only for an 
individual but also for our 
state and nation." 

Senator Robert C. Byrd, 2004
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Board of Directors

Walter J. Stewart, Chairman

Patrick J. Gri�n, Vice-Chairman

Erik Fatemi, Vice-Chairman

Dionne M. Davies, Secretary

Richard A. Baker

Anne Barth

Mary Anne Clarkson

Susan Kemnitzer

Hon. Alan B. Mollohan

Donald A. Ritchie

Ned Rose

Raymond Smock

Barbara Videkieks

Lisa Welch

James J. Wyatt, Ex-O�cio


