STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
CHARLESTON 25305

May 8, 1995

GASTON CAPERTON
GOVERNOR

The Honorable Slade Gorton, Chairman
Subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies
United States Senate

S 128 Capitol Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed that the Bowden National Fish
Hatchery in Elkins, West Virginia be one of 11 hatcheries closed nationwide. I am
writing to request consideration by your Subcommittee that the approximately $315,000
required to keep this valuable facility open be restored to the Fish and Wildlife Service’s
budget request during the appropriation’s process.

Bowden National Fish Hatchery was established in 1958 and has, since its
completion, been producing trout for federal waters within the State of West Virginia.
Currently, the hatchery produces approximately 25 percent of the trout stocked in West
Virginia waters. Trout fishing is extremely popular in West Virginia and the fish
produced at Bowden Hatchery alone account for approximately 400,000 angler days and
$10.8 million contribution to the State’s economy. Federal lands in our State attract
large numbers of recreational users from the metropolitan areas of adjacent states and
without the assistance of Bowden National Fish Hatchery to stock the federal waters on
these lands, our six trout hatcheries can not fulfill the demand created by this popular
sport.

We have reviewed the criteria used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
determine hatchery closures. Bowden does not meet many of those criteria and is not a
good candidate for closure. Our analysis indicates the federal income tax revenues
alone generated from the operation of Bowden National Fish Hatchery exceed the annual
cost of the facility’s operation by over 30 percent.
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I urge you to assist the State of West Virginia in keeping this facility open. Your
attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Smcerely, g %

Gaston Caperto
Governor

GCl/ss
cc: Senator Robert C. Byrd

Senator John D. Rockefeller, IV
Congressman Bob Wise



