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My friends, it is always a pleasure
to take part in the dedication of a new
federal facility.

And this particular dedication gives/’
me great pleasure because thisccomplex
of facilities is more than just a place
fwhere fish are hatched and reared,
| Rathen it is a complex which
irepresents the latest advances in the
field of fish husbandry,

It combines well planned production
facilities with an internationally
frespedted research center,

But before I go into further detail
about this particular ceﬁter I should
like to present a little bit of
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background ab@ %nal fish

hatchery systemad its importance.

Since its inception it the late
19th century our fish hatchery system
has increased in numbers, in productive
capacity and in the quality of fish grown,

Today there are some 100 federal ‘
fish hatcheries which are supplemented
by about 500 state-run hatcheries.,

There has been a greatly increased
interest in all types of outdoor recreation
during the years since World War II and
fishing -- along with all other outdoor
sports -- has burgeoned apace.

The recent National Survey of
Fishing and Hunting gives us some

indication of the size of this increase.
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It states tha 3(@)[E@W1lion Americans
participated in these sports during 1965
and, in so doing; spent some 34 billion.

Without the help of our federal and
state hatcheries, mother nature would be
hard pressed to meet the need for more
and more fish, _

As an example of the tremendous
growth of sport fishing in recent years;
let me cite as an example the experience
of our own state of West Virginia,

West Virginia's waters are stocked
with fish produced both naturally and
from State and Federal Hatcheries.
Almost 450,000 pounds of fish, mostly
trout, were planted by state and federal
officials,
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Abqut h@@PYﬁsh -- 225, OOO

pounds -- were produced right here at
Leet¢wn, at the Bowden Hatchery near
Elkips, and at the White Sulphur Springs
H&t?hery in Greenbrier County,

‘| And great though this volume of fish
ma% seem, the federal allocation of fish
’foF West Virginia waters is three times
eater today than it was four years ago

1963, |

So, a3 one can see, these hatcheries

;aplay a tremendous role in keeping our
,A/statefs anglers happy and their catches
/' bountiful,

i/ Now, I would like to tell you a
little more about this particular
hatchery. It is a fine one indeed.
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If you @@Y watei‘\ in the
raceways, you will be able to s@@ a
number df species of trout, And{near

where we are standing, there are £}
number of large ponds that produceﬁl
fish such as bass and sunfish, b

’ These fish are grown in the new&k’
constructed hatchery building. This

\ ik

structure incorporates all the latest

’developments in fish husbandry, and its

staff is able to produce the highest

- quality fish under the most carefully

 controlled conditions, _

The fish begin life as eggs; spawned
in other hatcheries which maintain
specially selected brood fish. These
eggs are placed in special tanks until
they hatch into tiny, helpless, near
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invisible, fr;@@ PY

These small fish are then carefully
nurtured. They are fed a nutritlonally
balanced diet,fand when they are large
enough to 1iv¢ outside, they are moved
to one of thdllarga raceways for further
growth, i

)

When ﬂhey have reached a sufficlent

age and sjze best suited to survive in

the wild, they are released into the
g/:treams and lakes.
Af%om there, well, that's up to the

angler s to determine -- whether these

fIsh become a fish dinner or, instead,

g/perhaps the dinner of some other fish,

But the Leetown Hatchery does more
than just to produce and rear fish, Its
internationally known Eastern Fish Disease
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Laboratory ha&iﬁ}é}&&?@‘ﬁﬁch of the_

information available to scientists on
fish diseases.

WXpertsin the diagnosis and
treatment of the illnesses that plague
fish have been tralned here for serVice
throughout the U.S. andtthe world,

' As an bxample of its work, last
July the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wlldllfe prdposed a new regulation
designed to pravent the 1mportatnn and
?Bpraad of tWo particularly dangerous
‘trout dlseases. Although the initvial
Vrespon51bility for examining these fish
w111 reside’ln the country of origin,
we must hawe facilities and people to run
spot checks to see that the regulation

is anforced,
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As a furﬁEE}iE&E§%§ﬁ7of its work,

many states will soon enact regulations
requiring inspection and certification
of interstate transfers of fish or fish
eggs.' The Federal Government must be
prepared to assist the Bureau in
performing this wital function,
Personnel here at Leetown will probably
be called upon to play a major role in
this regard. |
Other éctivities are also carried

. on at the Laboratory. The Bureau of

' Sport Fisheries and Wildlife uses this
hatchéry'aéfé”base of operations for a
number of its in-service training schools
where Bureau employees; persons from

state conservation agencies, and personnel
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of foreign go@@{@% be trained

in modern fish growing methods.

This is importent because sport
fishing in West Virginia and acroés the
nation is not only fun; it is also big
business. According to the National
Fishing and Hunting Survey I mentioned
earlier some $4 billion was spent in the
pursuit of these sports. This money
gpnerally goes to those areas where good
fishing, or good hunting, is found.

In the days ahead, even more fisher-
men will be participating in this great
outdoor pursuit, and, as their numbers
increase, our waters must of necessity,
be menaged to provide the necessary fish,

I am sure that our National Hatchery
SMEtem in general, and the Leetown Fish
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Hatchery in p§;%<;;4§gfﬁz111 do their

part bg see that these demands are met.
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