
2020 Byrd Center Teacher Institute 
Teaching About Congress and the Constitution in Critical Periods of American History 
“Crossroads in History:” The Senate Debates the Panama Canal Treaties 
Length of Session:  50 minutes 
 
Guiding Question(s):​  What insights about the Senate’s role in American foreign policy can 
students gain from studying the Panama Canal Treaty debates of the late 1970s?  
 
What do the Panama Canal Treaty debates reveal about American politics and political culture 
in the late 1970s/late 20th century? 
 
Topic I:  The Senate’s Role In Foreign Policy  
 

1. Article 2 Section 2 of the Constitution: 
2. Senator Robert C. Byrd, Speech to Democratic Caucus, Jan. 4, 1977, Robert C. Byrd 

Congressional Papers Collection. 
 
Topic II:  Reimagining American Foreign Policy in the Post-Watergate Post-Vietnam Era 
 
Group I:  Revisiting the Push for the Panama Canal, 1903-1914 

3. William. Allen Rogers, “Theodore Roosevelt and His Big Stick in the Carribean,” 1904 
4. Charles Green Bush, “Go Away Little Man,” 1903 
5. Clifford K. Berryman, “An Administrative Elephant,” ​Washington Post​, June 25, 1905 
6. Clifford K. Berryman, “Open for Business,” ​The Evening Star​, August 15, 1914 

 
Group II: Rethinking the Panama Canal Treaty and American Foreign Policy in an Age of Limits 

7. James Dent, “SALT,” ​Charleston Gazette​, 1979 
8. Charles Erkman, “Leading Them to the Water Was the Easy Part, Jimmy” ​Charleston 

Daily Mail​,  
 
Topic III:  The Panama Canal Treaties and American Political Culture 
 

9. Constituent Letter to Senator Robert C. Byrd opposing ratification of the Panama Canal 
Treaties, February 16, 1978 

10. Constituent Poem to Senator Robert C. Byrd opposing ratification of the Panama Canal 
Treaties, 1977-1978 

11. Senator Robert C. Byrd, “Questions for General Torrijos,” 1977 
12. Robert C. Byrd, “Crossroads in History,”  April 17, 1978 

 
 
 
 
 



Documents: 
 
Document 1: Article II, Section II of the United States Constitution 
Full Text of the Constitution is available through the National Constitution Center: 
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/full-text 
 

Article II, Section 2 
The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 

and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United 

States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the 

executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective 

Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against 

the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make 

Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, 

and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 

other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers 

of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and 

which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment 

of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of 

Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the 

Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their 

next Session. 

 
 
 
 

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/full-text


Document II: 
 

 



 



 



 



Document III: ​William. Allen Rogers, “Theodore Roosevelt and His Big Stick in the Carribean,” 
1904. 
 

 
 
Document IV:​ Charles Green Bush, “Go Away Little Man,” 1903 
 

 




