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 People Powered Civic Action, Community Engagement, and                                                                American Representative Democracy Capstone                  (Middle School Social Studies, 10th, 11th, 12th Grades Social Studies, History, Civics, and AP Classes)
Capstone Presentation Guidelines and Evaluation Rubric for April 20, 2024
Teachers who have participated in one of the June 2023 People Powered workshops and pilot program for experiential teaching and learning in the civics and social studies classroom will select for their April 20, 2024, capstone presentation a particularly successful and creative lesson, unit, class project, or student activity that evolved from or is connected in some way to the People Powered program tenets explored and implemented during the 2023-24 academic year and that illustrates to some degree the experiential teaching principles and philosophy of the  program. 
A 10-15 minute capstone PowerPoint presentation of the lesson, project or People Powered activity will include several essential components: 
1) details of the scope of the assignment or project, 2) overview of learning goals for the project or appropriate WV Social Studies Curriculum or WVDE 6-12 College Readiness Standards, 3) process for development and implementation of the project, 4) particulars of assessment of student work, and 5) outcomes and accomplishments mastered by the students, as well as any anecdotes and teaching/learning surprises along the way.   
Ideally, the students themselves will be involved in a capstone presentation, either directly or indirectly through the PowerPoint part of the presentation, as students and their teachers explain or illustrate the scope of project and its success for this people-powered experiential learning project and how it enhanced student achievement in the civics, history, or social studies classroom, as well as prepared students to engage in the civic life of the state and country.  The presentation PowerPoint or Prezi should enhance the visual impact of the capstone presentation, as should any other means or use of technology the People Powered pilot teachers choose to utilize for the capstone presentation. The capstone presentation will be either zoomed or in-person from the Robert Byrd Center for Congressional History and Education in the hybrid event planned on April 20, 2024.
The presentation will include a 3-4 page written reflection that comprises all the “essential components” noted (1-5) above—this reflection is to be received no later than April 12, a week prior to the April 20, 2024, presentation date. The rubric below will be used in the evaluation of the reflection and capstone presentation and ultimately in the selection of the winning schools.  
The winning class project and capstone will receive for their school a $5000 prize from the Benedum Foundation through the People Powered Grant, while four $2500 runner up prizes will also be presented.  The prizes should be used to enhance the teaching of history, social studies, or civics at the winning schools, with the prize restricted to classroom resources, teaching tools, associated field trips and travel, teacher professional development, and classroom materials and tools that will further the People Powered principles. Likewise, the prizes may be used to enhance student engagement in local civic life, community and school related civics projects, or the use and development of primary resources for the teaching, understanding, and application to social studies, history, and civic engagement. The prizes may not be used to purchase computers or electronic resources that are usually supplied by the state or county.  
For questions or enquiries, contact Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, People Powered Program Manager for the Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History and Education and Director of the Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities at Shepherd University: SShurbut@Shepherd.edu. 
Capstone Evaluation Rubric
Course: ______________________  Teacher: ___________________
School & County: __________________________________________
Project/Lesson/Activity Title: ______________________________

Capstone Presentation Score________

	Evaluative Criteria

1=Unsatisfactory (US)  2=Approaches University Standard (AS); 3=Meets University Standard (MS); 4=Exceeds University Standard (ES)
	1

US    
	  2

AS
	3

MS
	  4

ES

	Project or topic selection, originality, creativity, appropriate content and linkage to People Powered Project.

Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Project implementation and inclusion of experiential learning activities.

Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Community engagement, civic action, and connection to American and West Virginian representative democracy.

Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Quality of written expression for reflection or any written components of the presentation, and attention to grammar/mechanics/usage, syntax, and semantics.

Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Quality of oral presentation—organization, involvement of students and teacher, fluidity and interaction among speakers, enunciation, and polish of presentation.
Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Quality of PowerPoint/Prezi/technical aspects of presentation—i.e., visuals included; text included; design, construction, and quality of technical presentation or quality, choice, and selection of web and research materials included in PowerPoint, i.e. bibliography)

Comments: 
	
	
	
	

	Overall Evaluation of People Powered Project and Presentation
Comments:
	
	
	
	


