
2020 Teacher Institute 
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History and Education 
Teaching About Congress and the Constitution in Critical Periods of American History 
Session III: “Necessitous Men Are Not Free Men” FDR, Congress, and Rights during the Great 
Depression 
 
 
Guiding Question(s):​  How did the New Deal change the federal government’s role in 
American society?  
 
How did popular conceptions of rights change during the New Deal era? 
 
 
Topic I:  The people, the president, and the Congress 
Document:  

1. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “Inaugural Address,” March 4, 1933 
 
Topic II:​  The New Deal and the Great Depression 
Documents:  

2. List of Emergency Recovery Agencies Established Prior to Dec. 31, 1934 
3. Vera Block, “Work Pays America! Prosperity,” Federal Art Project. 1936-1941, Library of 

Congress, ​https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b48737/ 
4. “WPA Worker Receives Paycheck,” January 1939, National Archives and Records 

Administration 
5. “Tennessee Valley Authority: pictorial map,” Tennessee Valley Authority. U.S. 

Government Printing Office, 1939, Library of Congress 
 
Topic III:  Freedom to or Freedom From?: Rights in the New Deal Era 
Documents:  

6. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “Annual Message to Congress,” January 6, 1941, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. (Four Freedoms Speech) 

7. Norman Rockwell, “Freedom of Speech,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, February 20, 1943. 
8. Norman Rockwell, “Freedom of Religion,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, February 17, 1943. 
9. Norman Rockwell, “Freedom From Want,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, 
10. Norman Rockwell, Freedom From Fear,” ​Saturday Evening Post​,  
11. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, State of the Union Address, January 11, 1944, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. (Economic Bill of Rights Speech) 
 
 
  
 
 
  

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b48737/


Documents: 
 
Document I: ​Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “Inaugural Address,” March 4, 1933 
National Archives Identifier: ​197333 
 

  

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/197333


 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



Document II: ​List of Emergency Recovery Agencies Established Prior to Dec. 31, 1934 
 

 
 
 
  



Worksheet:​ A New Role for Government? (National Archives and Records Administration, 
www.archives.gov/legislative​)  
 

 

http://www.archives.gov/legislative


Document III:​  Vera Block, “Work Pays America! Prosperity,” Federal Art Project. 1936-1941, 
Library of Congress, ​https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b48737/ 
 

  

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b48737/


Document IV:​  “WPA Worker Receives Paycheck,” January 1939, National Archives and 
Records Administration, ​https://catalog.archives.gov/id/594956 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/594956


Document V: ​“Tennessee Valley Authority: pictorial map,” Tennessee Valley Authority. U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1939, Library of Congress, 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3962t.ct002436/?r=-0.03,0.118,0.527,0.327,0 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3962t.ct002436/?r=-0.03,0.118,0.527,0.327,0


 
Document VI: ​Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “Annual Message to Congress,” January 6, 1941, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. 
Full Document: 
https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/readingcopy.pdf/42234a77-8127-4015-95
af-bcf831db311d  
 

 
 
 

https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/readingcopy.pdf/42234a77-8127-4015-95af-bcf831db311d
https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/readingcopy.pdf/42234a77-8127-4015-95af-bcf831db311d


 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Document VI​: Norman Rockwell, “Freedom of Speech,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, February 20, 
1943. 
 

 



Document VII:​ Norman Rockwell, “Freedom of Religion,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, February 17, 
1943. 
 

 



Document VIII: ​Norman Rockwell, “Freedom From Want,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, March 6, 
1943. 
 

 
 



 
Document IX: ​Norman Rockwell, “Freedom From Fear,” ​Saturday Evening Post​, March 13, 
1943. 
 

 
 



Document XI: ​Franklin Delano Roosevelt, State of the Union Address, January 11, 1944, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. 
For full text: ​http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/archives/pdfs/state_union.pdf  
 

 

http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/archives/pdfs/state_union.pdf


 
 


